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TO 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 

THE FOLLOWING WORK 

IS INSCRIBED , 

BY THE EDITOR ; 
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ANCIENT AND VENERABLE SEAT OF LEARNING, 
WITH WHICH THEY WERE 
SO LONG AND SO HONORABLY CONNECTED. 



Digitized by Google 



V 


‘ •? rn — * „ ^ 

■ * l . « « ; f * ’f V 

- » * fc 1 a 


f f ► 

% r , t % *• i m » » # < ' r i •*-‘a ^w* * 

♦ - 4 * 1 ^ v M i l V/ > » ' »V # '/ J 

* Vy 







I ♦ % • <4 

" » ^ JL 


i t 








f\ 


• 4 \"t 4 * 

' # 


• l ■■ r» f * 

j! t vm(h 
' ' 




vIJ f 


» fr 


- '»■ 
7 * • 


\zlij ( I J tf>'l 

’ V 4 • 


Ti"* "I | 

\ Jl ‘ j 


~ A 

<j *•'. 


IThjo'j 


I' i r ‘ 

+ ■* -A 


.‘.juiV- '! f \.'j f‘ moil ^ i f if • * *v.\ J ii t 


f « n « 


/ i i y " > '' 1 ' *■ “ *° rr\*r:;.i sr; ; j-;: rv^a,: ;:v t 

- X he ’^Athenian Letters were i firffc 


printed in the years I74r and 574 J^in 
F our - O&avo V olumes , ' > but J -Were b com- 
nranieated only to a limited ^number df 
Friends, rinded the ftrifteft in|uS< 3 ioAs of 
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In 1781 they were reprinted in one 
Volume Quarto, but not published ; yet, 
as the impreffion coniifbed of an hundred 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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copies , they became more generally 
known, and were mentioned in Maty’s 
apcf t)& jpnilUy ''Reviews. Tj / (T / v 

. As they were now much fought after, 
and coultT nolT be~purchafed , Ihey were 
published at Dublin , from a copy which 
had fallen into the hands of a Bookleller. 

r— - > 

^fte - fuccefsjul fale mfi this r Edition ; in 
Jre}^ jencpiiraged London .BoDkfeller 
to^adveif tifeiproppy s-ifdr, a newboae-j hut 
he immediately : : tehil(iuished iffifc. dsfign 
'm heiftgu {itfogmed that: the Work was 
private property , and had never- been 
printed for publication. 
inn ni hojr.bqrt ViT ( r \x\i- 1;: ,i nT 
Ther'cjJttfer of -its being fo long fup- 
prefled [ wag an ingenuous diffidence , 
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which forbad the Authors of it>’ moft of 
them extremely young, to oblfude : onr 
the- notice of the World whattheyhad) 
confidered merely as a preparatory trial of 
their ftrength , and as the beft method 
of imprinting on their own minds fome 
of the immediate fubje&s of their Aca- 
demical lludies. This caufe no longer 
fubfifts.; and, in confequence of repeated 
applications, the Work is now offered 
to the Public, illuftrated with a Geogra- 
phical Index. 

The analogy between the plan of the 1 
Athenian Letters and the Travels 
of Anacharsis the Younger , induced 
the late Lord Dover to tranfmit a copy 
of them to the Abbe Barthelemi, whom 
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fee -ha<£ known during his • tefidence at 
Paris. THe Letters which pafled on that 


occafion- are printed at the end of the 
Prefaces. • 


H 


• V /■. f. t > 


f v r « , • 


*• / » » * v 




r j 


WiMPon, 

March 3ift, 1798 . 


1. 


< • >■ 




trvi 


HARDWICKE. 




* . 

4 . 


♦ \ * » 


* / > i * t / f i f 


J v.. r 4 


JT* 
♦ < 


t 

% , • 


V- 


e * *-r* r* r> r» 

s** • xKt x t Jj 1 j 


— •*' « •**-'>/ I> t •> 

V I . ' * + I * * 


• 4 ' f 

" < J \ r A ' t ff". * * * ' * < * • 

«— 4 « * ^ • A. — W A * W 


■* * >. r J 


-! V Jlj ’: * !* i < , 


- • • \ v r . *i r * 

V * f* i ’ ■ 


• : > 


- */ • • 


t • \ r , * 

\* t > * * * * ^ , r 1 , 

A 4 '/y 1 i i t » « * - .* 


Digitized by Go 


t 


[ VII ] 

PREFACE 

TO THE EDITION OF 1741. 

A S the following Collection of Letters has 
been thought worthy the attention of the 
Learned by fome judicious perfons to whom 
they were communicated , the Tranflator 
humbly prefumes they will prove an acceptable 
entertainment to the Public; at the fame time 
he will be bold to fay, they want no intro- 
duction to recommend them. However, as 
the world will naturally inquire into the cir- 
cumftances to which it is indebted for thefe 
valuable remains of antiquity, he thinks it 
neceflary to premife a general account of the 
accident which brought them to his hands. 
The account , he conceives , will not only be 
grateful to the curiofity of the Reader , but 
he attended with a further good confequence 
to himfelf, as it will fufficiently protect him 
from the cavils of cenforious critics , and vin- 
dicate him from every unjuft imputation. 

It has long been a fubjecft of complaint to 
modern Literati, that the Library at Fe? ip 
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the King of Morocco’s dominions , where the 
greateft treafures of Oriental learning are fup- 
pofed to lie , w as never yet examined with 


any tolerable care or diligence. The difficulty 
of accefs to it is the reafon why nothing certain 
can be known concerning it ; but feveral have 
imagined , that , w 7 ere it thoroughly fearched , 

the Arabian verfions of the Greek and Latin 

* 

authors would in all probability ' fee the light. 
A learned Jew , 'who dwelt 1 in that city for 
many years , and who by fome means or other 
had worked himfelf into the favor of the Al- 

* • i * 

caide, ' or chief magiftrate of the place, fpent 
much of his leifure hours in pending the vo- 
lumes that are lodged there. ‘ Upon his deceafe 
in the year 1698 , he left his papers to an 


Englifh Cdnful at Tunis, from whom he had 
received obligations in his lifetime/ The Con* 
ful , upon turning them over , amongft others , 
found a fair Spanifh manufcript, entitled a Let- 
4i ters from 1 an Agent of the King of Perfia , 
“ refidihg at Athens during the Peloponnefian 
€t War , to the Minifters of ftate, etc, tranflat- 
tc ed by Moses ben Meshobab, from a Ma- 
u nufcript iii the Old PerQc Language , pre- 
iC ferved in the Library at Fez.” Surprifed 
at what he faw,' he wrote immediately to two 
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or three friends in England, and informed them 
of the: important difcovery." ’ It appears that 
he had then ail intention to publifh them, but 
being afterwards called off by different purluits, 
they lay neglected until his death. By the 
will of this gentleman , the manufcript was 
left as a legacy to the Englifh Tranflator, who' 
thought it would be an ad; of the higheft in- 
juftice’ to with-hold them any longer from the 
public view. He chufes indeed to conceal* 
liis name , which he hopes the candid Reader 
will forgive, fince it is not done with a defign 
of impoling more fafely upon the world, but 
in order to decline w T ith honor the difagreeable 
wranglings of controverfy. 1 

The Agent concerned in thefe Letters ap- 
pears to have been lingularly fitted for his 
employment. As his mind was enlarged by a 
general converfation with men and books, his 
parts and knowledge furnilhed him with every 
qualification, required even by the mofi modern 
writers, on the fubjed of foreign negotiations. 
A circumftance the more extraordinary in Ole- 
ander , as he lived at a time when the balance 
of power was unequally divided in the world, 
and the fcience of embafly and treaty was not 
jyet reduced into that regular and perfed fyftem, 
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to which it has been carried by the wifdom 
of later and more improved ages. For the 
fimplicity of the ancients in all their contefts 
with their neighbours led them into the ftrange 
abfurdity of fettling ambiguities , inftead of 
leaving them ; and it was the conftant rule of 
thek* policy not to play with the rights of 
nations , but to ftate and to clear them. 

During the relidence of our Agent in the 
city of Athens , he feems to have been ex- 
tremely curious in examining the conliitution 
of Greece; and, while he writes to the Mi- 
nilters on matters of political and public bufi- 
nefs , he does not fail to tranfmit faithful ac- 
counts to his friends of the learning prevailing 
in the country , and little private anecdotes 
relating to himfelf. Far from dealing in trivial 
and low occurrences , his Letters are full of 
the inoft important information. We never 
find him preffing for any increafe of his re- 
mittances j but contented with his firft ap- 
pointments. It is agreeable enough to obferve 
him upon fome occafipns deviating from the 
dull road of his inftrucilions , and a$ing with 
that freedom and latitude of judgment , which 
a wife man lhould be indulged in exercifing, and 
with that air of authority and underftanding , 
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which naturally creates efteem. By a peculiar 
dexterity in his coiiverfation , he makes ufe of 
the accefs which he had gained to the con- 
siderable men of Athens to the fervice of his 
matter , and the intereft of Perfia ; and , though 
he now and then breaks out into ftrong and 
rapturous expreffions on liberty, he cannot lay 
alide a zealous regard for the one, or a firm 
attachment to the other. In a word , he is a 
pattern of addrefs in negotiation; and I doubt 
not but if Wicquefort had been acquainted 
with his chara&er, he had numbered Cleander 
among the moft eminent matters of that art, 
and recommended his Letters in the fame page 
with Cardinal D’Ossat's \ 

B elides thefe fentiments , which evidently 
flow from a perufal of the Papers now offered 
to the Public, a fecret pleafure will arife in 
the breaft of every man of tafte and knowledge, 
when he conttders how much they- tend to 
corroborate the teftimony of Thucydides , to 
heighten our idea of his impartiality, and to 
wipe off the unjuft afperfions that have been 
thrown upon his memory by Josephus \ At 

1 Vide Wicquefort’s Complete Amb. fed. 10. B. 2. 

ft Vide Jofeph, cod. Apion. where he endeavours to 
Jcflen the credit of the Greek hiftorians* 
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the fame time we may derive a more adequate 
notion of the cufloms of the Greeks andPerliana 
•from thefe Letters of our Agent', in which the 
living manners are exp refled than we can ' 

poflibiy .gather from the moft formal and, elabo-i 
rate treatifes of grave antiquaries, r -Not id 
mention feveral curious particulars of Gourt 
lubtilityand intrigue interwoven in the courfe 
of them , which may feem perhaps beneath 
the notice of an hiftorian , but which yet 
have a wonderful effect in unravelling the 
fecret fprings and true caufes of action. 

As to the objections , which have been 
framed with peculiar fuccefs , to the genuine- 
nefs of the Epiltles of Phalaris and Themisto- 
CLEStby a formidable champion in the republic 
of letters ; fuch objections as are drawn from the 
■uncertain time, in which the great men whqare 
fpoken of in them are fuppofed to have flourifhed, 
and from the matter of the Epiftles themfelves; 
we .conceive that no fuch can lie againii the 
collection before us. Atossa 3 , who was the 
firft inventrefs of letter-writing in the opinion 
* of our critic, had been feveral years dead, 
before Clean der made his appearance on the . 

, . • ° - • * 

3 Vide Bentley againft Boyle, p. 535. _ - 
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theatre of human affairs ; and after her death 
lhe could no longer monopolize the ufe of it. 
It is therefore apprehended with an honeft 
confidence , that w r e have little to fear either 
from the extenfive learning or penetration of 
that critic 4 . 

To conclude : The Tranflator begs leave 
to congratulate the literary world on the dis- 
covery of this hidden treafure of antiquity , 
which may be confidered as a large acceflion 
to the wealth it already Hands poffeffed of ; 
and to congratulate liimfelf on being the un- 
worthy inltrument , after an interval of fo 
many ages, of prefenting thefe ineftimable 
relics to the Public. 

c. 


* Dr. Bentley waj then alive. 
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PREFACE 


TO THE EDITION OE 1781 : 

k M * 

, 1 t , x > % 

• / 

It is thought proper to preferve the Preface 
to the Octavo Edition of thefe Letters which 

w 

fuppofes the Work to be genuine , and a 
Tranflation from an old Arabic Verfion : but 

i / • * * 

when a due interval of time has elapfed, the 
truth may be owned; the illufion vanifhes; it 
is a mafquerade which is elofed ; the fancy- 
drefies and the dominos are returned to their 
relpecftive wardrobes; the company walk about 
again in their proper habits, and return to 
their ordinary occupations in life. . . . 

The Authors of thefe Letters were a Society 
of Friends, who were contemporaries at the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, about the years 178c) 
and 1740; all their names (except that of the 
Writer of this Preface) were an ornament to 
the place. The world was unfortunately de- 
prived of the talents , virtues , and fervices 6f 
one of them, when they were moft wanted * 
both by # his own Profeflion and by the Public : 


5 Printed by James Bettenbam in a 74 i K 
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not above two or three of the fet are now 

living ; they lament the lofs of their colleagues, 

• * * 

and cultivate the remembrance of their former 
friendly connexion. , 

The Learned , into wliofe hands thefe 
Letters may fall, will belt judge how corre$ly 
the mariners of antiquity are kept up , and 
how truly the hiftory of thofe times is re- 
prefented in them.' • 

-The Grecian part of the correfpondence is 
exactly fiated from Thucydides and Plutarch ; 
the Perfian is extended and improved from 
the few remaining fragments of Cte&ias : but 
it is hoped, the Cojtume of the Ealt is pre- 

ferved throughout / and the events fuch as 

f « * 

might happen under a well-governed abfolute 
monarchy the pi$ure of which is more 
/flattering than experience commonly jultifies. 

* • The general character of Cleander is taken 

from' Mahmut , • the Turkilh Spy ; but it is 
finiihed upon the Greek model; and the phi- 

. «i •» • 

lofophical and literary features of it are copied 
from the Schools of Athens* and the Groves of 
Academus. The forms and language of the nego- 
tiation part of the Letters may be thought too re- 
fined for the times when they are fuppofed to be 

. , r . \ * written: 
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THE EDITION OF 1781. 

written; the diipatches of thofe great Minifters, 
Temple and D’Estrades , were the originals 
which the writers in that department attempt- 
ed to imitate. 

Herodotus, Pausanias, and Strabo have 
furnifhed the Antiquities of ^Egypt; Hydes 
Religio Vet . P erf arum has been chiefly fol- 
lowed in the Letters which relate to that ob- 
fcure fubject, and it is hoped with fome fuccefs: 
and fo as to form an interefting contratt with 
the Greek worfhip and philofophy. 

Perhaps the character and travels of the 
young Perfian Satrap Orsames might have been 
more varied and enlivened, and he might have 
been brought to Greece to ferve a volunteer 
in their armies, and improve under the military 
infiitutions of Athens and Sparta ; but it is 
thought advifable, on the whole, to make 
no alterations from the original edition , par- 
ticularly as the learned and ingenious Writer 
of thofe Letters is deceafed. 

Not many years ago the younger Crebillon, 

a name well known among the novel-writers 

of France , publilhed a work in four volumes 

under this very title of Lettres Atheniennes ; 

they relate to the fame times, and have fome 

of the fame characters with ours , as Pericles, 

*• 


2 


1 


XVIII PREFACE. . 

Aspasia , Cleon , and Alcibiades : but the 
turn of that correfpondence is fo different 
from that of the prefent Work , that no com- 
parifon can be made between them ; the ( 
Readers will give the preference according to 
their refpeCtive taltes and inclinations. — We 

hope our characters are antique. Thofe of Mr. 

* 

Creb^llon are in a great degree th q pelits-\ 
maitres and petites-maitrejfes of Paris; and the: 
idea of improving the manners and morals of; 
fociety does not feem to have been the prin-? 
cipal objeCt of that ingenious writer in thofe 
Letters , any more than in the Sopha et- 
TEcumoire. 

, • * V 


H. 


To the ABBt BAR TH&LEMI. 


IVJjLORD DOVER, de la famille de Yorke, 
failit avec empreflement l’occafion qui fe prd- 
fente par le canal de M. Barthelemi , Miniftre 
Pldnipotentiaire de fa Majeftd tr£s Chrdtienne a 
la cour de Londi^es, d'offrir k M. l’Abbe Barthe- 
lemi fon oncle l’hominage ft juftement du au 
favant & elegant Auteur du Voyage du Jeune 
Anacharsis en Grece, en lui Faifant parvenir le 
Volume ci-joint des Lettres Atheniennes. 
L’origine de cette produAion eft expliqude dans 
la feconde Preface a la t£te de l’ouvrage : les 
Lettres fignees P. font de Philippe Yorke, Comte 
de Hardvvicke, fils aind du Grand Chancelier 
de ce nom; celles fignees C. font de fon fr£re, 
Mr. Charles Yorke, qui eft lui-m£me parvenu 
au pofte Eminent de Grand Chancelier, mais qui 
eft mort trop t6t pour fa famille & pour fa patrie; 
les autres font ecrites ou par leurs parens ou 
par leurs amis. En priantM. l’Abbe Barthelemi 
d’agreer ce petit prefent litteraire, l’on n’a point 
la prefomption de comparer cet ouvrage au char- 
mant Voyage d’Anacharfis, mais uniquement de 
donner un temoignage d’eftime & fon illuftre Au- 
teur; & de marquer combien on a et 6 flatte de 



[ XX ] 

trouver qu’une idee qui a pris fon origine ici il 
y a pr&s de cinquante ans a ete perfe$ionnee 
avec tant d’elegance long temps apr£s, fans au- 
cune communication, par un Auteur digne du 
fujet. 


A LONDHES; 

ce 21 D6cembre 1789. 


DOVER. 


To Lord DOVER . 

Milord, 

J’ai l’honneur de vous remercier du bel ex- 
emplaire des Lettres Atheniennes que vous 
avez eu la bonte de m’envoyer , & fur tout de 
la note trop flatteufe que vous avez daigne y 
tracer de votre main. J’entendis lete dernier 
parler pour la premiere fois de cet ou vrage ; et 
ce fut par M. Jenkinfon. Je n’ai pu jufqua 
* pr^fent le parcourir qu’& la hdte ; fi je Tavois 
connu plutot, ou je n’aurois pas commence le 
mien , ou j’aurois tache d approcher de ce beau 
modele. Pourquoi ne l’a-t-on pas communi- 
que au public ? Pourquoi n’eft-il pas traduit 
dans toutes leslangues? Je facrifierois volon- 
tiers mes derniers jours au plaifir d’en enrichir 
notre literature , fi je connoiffois mieux les 
finefles de la langue Angloife : mais je n’en- 
treprendrois pas de racheVer, de peur qu’il 
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ne m^arriv^t la m£me chofe qu’a ceux qui ont 
voulu continuer le difcours de Boffuet fur 
l’Hiftoire Univerfelle. 

Daignez agreer Thommage de la reconnoif- 
fance & du refpecft avec lequel j’ai l’honneur 
d’etre, 

Milord f 

Votre tres humble et tr£s ob&flant ferviteur* 

A Pams barth^lemi. 

ce 1 Janvier 1790. 


Earl MANSFIELD to the Earl of 
HARDWICKE. 

My dear lord. 

Give me leave to return you my warmell 
thanks for the Athenian Letters. 

Veteres revocamus amores* 

1 Atque olim ami Has flemus amicitias. 

I grieve exceedingly that your Lordfhip has. 
fuffered fo much , and hope you are better. 
Nobody can wilh it more lincerely than 

Your mofi obedient humble fervant, 

MANSFIELD. 

» 


March 1783. 





EXPLANATION of the CAPITALS 
at the End of each LETTER. 


P. Honorable Mr. Yorke , late Earl of Hard- 
wicke. 

C. Honorable Charles Yorke. 

4 

R. Rev. Dr. Rooke , Mafler of ChrifTs College, 


Cambridge. 

G. Rev. Dr. Green, late Bifliop of Lincoln. 
W. Daniel Wray , Efquire. 

H. Rev. Mr. Heaton , of Bennet College. 

E. Dr. Heberden. , 'V x 

O. Henry Coventry, Efquire, Author of the 
Letters of Philemon to Hydafpes. 

L. Rev. Mr. Lawry , Prebendary of Rochefter. 
T. Mrs. Catherine Talbot. ; 

r j-j- 

B. Rev. Dr. Birch. ( 

S. Rev. Dr. Salter, late Mafler of the Charter- 
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LETTER I. 

Oleander to Gobryas , Chief Scribe to 
Artaxerxes King of Perfia. 

X think it my duty to give you an account of 
my fafe arrival at Athens , by the firft fhip that 
fails for Ephefus. My brother the merchant 
will take care to convey my letters fafely to 
Artaphernes, the governor of Sardis, who I 
fuppofe , has received orders to fend them 
immediately by express to court. As I am 
hardly fettled in this place , and have juft gone 
1. 1 
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through the formalities, which are requifite for 
all ftrangers to comply with , who intend to 
fettle at Athens , (as being admitted by the 
Areopagitic council, entered in a public regifter, 
and chuling a patron,) I can only pretend to 
give fuch accounts of the prefent bate of affair*, 
as are founded on the common reports of the 
city. The Perfian council mult already have 
been informed, that all things have long carried 
the appearance of a war between Athens and 
Lacedaemon , upon pretence of injuries done, 
by the former, to the allies of the latter. I 
fhall lay before thee a fhort view of the rife of 
thefe differences, and the height to which they 
are now arrived. The Corcyreans being enga- 
ged in a quarrel with the Corinthians about 
Epidamnus , a colony of the former on the 
coaft of lllyrium , unable alone to make head 
againft them , lent a deputation to defire an 
alliance with Alliens. Their requeft was ftrongly 
oppofed by the ainbaffadors of Corinth, and the 
people in the firlt affembly determined againft 
the Corcyreans, but changed their opinion in 
the fecond by the advice oIPericjles, and voted 
that a league fhould be concluded with them. 
In purfuance of it they fent to their aififtance 
ten gallies , with orders that they fhould only 
prote6t the poflellions of Corcyra , without 
attacking the Corinthians. Thefe gallies were 
foon after engaged in a naval fight , where each 
party laid claim to the advantage ; and at the 
fame time Potidaea , a tributary city of the 
Athenians in Thrace, revolted againft them, 
Under pretence that they had impofed hard 
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conditions upon them. Corinth , its mother- 
city, fent troops to its relief againft the Athenian 
army, which laid fiege to it; and at the fame 
time difpatclied afolemn embafl'y to Lacedaemon 
in conjunction with their allies , complaining 
that the Athenians had broken the treaties, by 
aftifting the Corey reans , and interdicting all 
commerce with the Megareans. The Lacedae- 
monians, hurried on by the violent advices of 
Sthenelaidas , the Ephorus , refolved after a 
long debate, notwithftanding the remonftrances 
©f their king Archidamus , that the Athenians 
had violated the leagues. In confequence of 
this vote they demanded of them to raife the 
fiege of Potidaea, and repeal the decree againft 
Megara. The Athenians declared their readinefs 
to make many of the concellions required , 
provided fimilar ones were made on the fide 
of Sparta ; or to fubmit every point ip. difpute 
to any impartial tribunal ; concluding with a 
refolution, (even if thefe pacific overtures were 
rejeded,) not to commence hoftilities, but to 
defend themfelves vigoroufly if they were attack- 
ed. I think this fummary neceflary, noble feribe, 
not to inform you, who have already received 
information of thefe events , but to give the 
better connexion to the fequel of my dilpatches. 
It is now generally agreed, that an open rupture 
will lhortly enfue ; for advice arrived here laft 
night from Platea , a town of Boeotia, and an 
ally of this ftate, that the Thebans, who with 
the reft of Peloponnefus fide with Lacedaemon, 
had by treafon gained admiffion into the place, 
and kept poffemon fome little time; but the 
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citizens taking advantage of the night, fell upon 
and cut off the whole party, except 200, who 
were taken prifoners. The people this very 
day in-an.extraordinary affembly decreed, that 
a Supply of troops and provifions fhould forth- 
W'ith be fent thither; and that meffengers fhould 
be difpatched to all their allies, with the news 
of what has pafled, and with orders to hafien 
their warlike preparations. A report is current, 
; that the Spartans and their allies are affembling 
their forces at the Ifihmus of Corinth. I find 
the opinions of the people various about the 
true fprings of this war. The party in oppofi- 
tion to Pericles fcruple not to fay, that no 
other reafon can be given for it but his per- 
fonal intereft , which engages him to fet Greece 
in a flame , that the Athenians may be lefs at 
leifure to examine his conduct , particularly 
with regard to the public accounts , and be 
obliged through the neceffity of affairs to com- 
mit themfelves to his management. Libels and 
fatires are difperfed againft him with great 
boldnefs , and at theatrical reprefentations he 
is reproached to his face in. the vileft accusa- 
tions and moft Scurrilous language. All thefe 
injuries he bears with admirable temper. Indeed 
fuch is the natural inconfiancy and impatience 
of the Athenians, that in cafe of any ugnal ill— 
fuccefs , or inconvenience from the prefent 
meafures, he will run the utmoft hazard of 
lofing the power and influence he now enjoys. 
It is befides alledged with good reafon, that 
thefe divifions in Greece will give great ad- 
vantage to Perfta, which will never foil to 
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encourage them by playing off one fide againft 
the other, till both are reduced fo low, that 
our mighty monarch may take ample revenge 
for the battle of Salamis , and the inglorious 
peace with Cimon. The friends of Pericles 
are not lefs indultrious in juftifying him; but 
I own , were I a Grecian , 1 fhould exceed- 
ingly lament thefe unhappy quarrels , of which 
no one can poffibly fee the confequences; or 
rather , if they continue , the event cannot 
but be detrimental to the common interelt of 
Greece. 

Thou art happy , illuftrious minifter , in 
depending, jiot upon the uncertain pleafure 
of a mutinous and inconftant people , but the 
will of a wife and beneficent prince , who 
meafures the counfels of his fervants , not by 
their fuccefs, but their intrinfic goodnefs; and 
whofe prudent conduit , infpirid by the great 
Orqmasdes ; is able to allay the rude clamors 
of failion , and fuffers nothing to be heard 
through the wide empire of Perfia , but the 
(till fmall voice of peace and unanimity. 

From Athens. P. 


LETTER II. 

Oleander' to Hifpias his Brother , a 
Merchant at Ephefus. 

X have enclofed in your packet a letter to 
Gdbryas, which youmuft tranfmit to thefatrap 
Artaphernes , and at the fame time excufe my 




Digitized by Google 


6 


ATHENIAN 


not writing to him upon account of the hurry I 
am in at prefent , which will not permit me 
to think of any thing, but the necelfary bufinefs. 
of my employment, till I am a little fettled. 
Our voyage from Ephefus was very profperous, 
and my curiofity increafed the nearer 1 drew 
to a city, which is renowned through the world 
for the wifdom of its laws, the many eminent 
perfons it hath produced, the magnificence of 
its buildings , and the ftop it has fo often put 
to the utrnoft efforts of the Perfian empire; 
fo that it may properly enough be ftyled the 
barrier of Greece. The entrance into • the 
harbour of Piraeus flrikes one with aftonifhment; 
the vaft number of fhips, both for trade and 
War, which are continually lying there; the 
face of bufinefs which appears in the work- 
men at the dock;’ and the crowds of merchants, 
and of naval officers , paffing every moment 
' between the haven and the city, form a very 
grand and a very pleafing fpe&acle to a ftranger. 
One can no longer wonder, that a ftate, where 
fuch a fpirit of induftry and freedom prevails, 
though under the difadvantage of a craggy, 
unfruitful, and narrow territory, Ihould eclipfe 
monarchies of fifty times its extent, where the 
labor of the people waftes itfelf in cultivating 
the arts of luxury; and the higheft ambition 
amongft them is, who lhall be the meaneft 
Have to the fovereign. 1 have made choice 
of your old acquaintance and holt, Philemon, 
to be my patron ; he feems to be a true re- 
publican, and a man of great honor and probity. 
His advice will be of ufe to me, with regard 
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to my behaviour here ; and his knowledge and 
experience will greatly allilt me in my inquiries 
into the conftitution and affairs of Athens* As 
this fhip carries you letters from your corref- 
pondents in this place, I ftiall add nothing of 
the news ftirring here at prefent; and only 
recommend it to you, to take care of the fpeedy 
conveyance of my difpatches and remittances. 
In the midlt of that hurry of mercantile bufinefs, 
which renders you the greatelt merchant of the 
Perlian empire , and a more ufeful fubje# to 
your king than the wealthieft and proudelt 
fatrap , beftow fome moments in thinking of 
your brother; who, though placed in a hazar- 
dous and important fituation, remote from his 
family and friejids , will ever preferve the 
tenderelt regards for your welfare and prof- 
peri ty. Whillt I watch over the motions of 
Greece, and, like a fentinel , foretel the ap- 
proach of every danger to my country , do 
you perform a far greater fervice to it , by ex- 
porting all thofe colily vanities , and that often- 
tatious magnificence , which have enervated 
the degenerate pofterity of Cyrus. Adieu. 

From Athens. P. 

, •« 

LETTER III. 

. • * 

Cleanuer to Artaphernes, the Governor 

of Sardis. 

A s my family and xnyfelf have been always 
honored with your prote6tion , and as- you 
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firft recommended me to the Perfian court for 
this employment; there is no one who has a 
better right to be informed of the fteps I take , 
and the intelligence I receive. You may ac- 
quaint Gobkyas in your next letters , that war 
is at laft declared between the two famous re- 
publics, Athens and Lacedaemon. This ftate, 
by the mitigation of Pericles, refufed to admit 
a herald, who was fent by Archidamus, king 
of Sparta , to offer the laft terms upon which 
peace would be concluded. We expert every 
day to hear, that the army of the allies, which 
confifts of fixty thou land men, is in full march 
for the frontiers of Attica. A few days ago 
exa& lifts of the land and naval forces of Athens 
were laid before an aflembly of the people. 
The troops of various kinds defigned for the 
land fervice amount to 3i,8oo men; but their 
fleet, upon which they principally depend , 
may be eafily completed to 3oo galleys; with 
part of which they intend to guard their own 
eoaft, and to ravage thofe of their enemies; 
and with the reft to raife contributions from 
their allies for the fervice of the war. 

The generality of people here were very 
eager in promoting fuch meafures as had an 
immediate tendency to bring on a war; but 
they mult foon begin to feel the inconveniencies 
of one. Pericles has declared , that they will 
never carry it on with any profped of fuccefs, 
unlefs they rely entirely on their fleet; fince 
their land army is not ftrong enough to keep 
the field again!! the united force of Pelopon- 
nefus. He has farther told them, that they 
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muft abandon and lay wafte the country about 
Athens , in order to deprive the enemies of 
fubfiftence , during the time of their invafton. 
In confequence of his advice , the town is 
filling daily with vaft numbers out of the 
country , who have deftroyed their houfes , 
tranfported their cattle and goods into the 
neighbouring i (lands , and are come to feek a 
lodging in the houfes of their friends and rela- 
tions. But the greateft part of the multitude 
mult take up their quarters in the empty places 
of the city , and even in the temples. This- 
removal , though complied with , is very in- 
convenient and difa^reeable to many families; 
who , after having lived quietly in the country 
ever lince the Perfian invalion, and followed 
the innocent occupations of a rural life, are 
now obliged to leave their paternal feats and 
houfehold gods , and to exchange repofc and 
peace, for arms, hurry, and fatigue. However, 
this meafure , though it appears hard , is very 
neceffary ; for as there is no town in Attica ? 
except Athens , large enough to receive the 
inhabitants of the country , they would , if 
they continued there, be expofed to the difrrtal 
alternative of falling by the fword of the enemy, 
or of feeing their pofleffions ruined , and tliem- 
felves made captives. Pericles , like a wife 
Itatefman, defpifes the murmurs of his oppo- 
nents ; and well underftanding where the true 
firength of his country lies , is haftening the 
equipment of a large fquadron , which I hear 
is intended to lay wafte Pelopounefus , and 
oblige the allies, ei titer to keep their forces at 
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home for the defence of their coafts, or retire 
out of the Athenian territories upon the firli 
news of their own being invaded. Solemn 
facrifices have been offered at the fhrines of all 
their gods, and particularly at that of Miberva, 
the patronefs of Athens , for protection againft 
the attempts of their enemies. But you know, 
noble fatrap, that the great Oromasdes vouch- 
fafes not his afliftance to thofe who make the 
molt coftly oblations , but to thofe who ad- 
drefs him with the pureft intentions. If this 
war has been undertaken in fupport of the • 
honor and independence of Athens , what can 
be a more proper ftep than to appeal to the 
juftice of providence ? But if it owes its rife 
to motives of ambition , not of fafety; of in- 
tereft, not injuries; do not they deferve the 
fevereft punifhments, w ho call down the venge- 
ance of their gods on others , whillt thein- 
felves are really the offenders? Ought not thofe 
miferies, to which they devote their neighbours, 
to fall with double weight upon their own 
heads ? Adieu. P. 


LETTER IV. 

Ceeawder to Megabyzus , one of the /even 
Counfellors of State to the King of Perfa , 
and General of his Army. 

]VIy letters to the Perfian minifters have 
given early and faithful accounts of the open- 
ing of the prefent war, and the fteps which 
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have been, hitherto taken by each party. But 
JL know your penetrating eye is not contented 
with furveying the outward appearances of 
things ; your curiofity invites you , and your 
fagacity enables you , to fearcn into the molt 
refined fecrets of policy, to examine the conltitu- 
tions of different ftatcs, and, from the natural 
difpolitions of the people and the tempers of 
their rulers , to divine their future conduct. 
The refult of thefe inquiries is applied to the 
honor of your mafter , and the forvice of his 
peoplef. I remember , when plenipotentiaries 
were fent to conclude that inglorious peace 
with Athens , after the victories of Cimon , you 
foretold , that if we would let the Greeks alone, 
they would deflroy themfelves. The prophecy 
is at laft fulfilled; the chief ftates of Greece , 
headed by Athens and Lacedaemon, have begun 
a war , which , according to all appearances , 
will be long, bloody, and adive. Ambition 
and refentment equally inflame both parties : 
the Athenians contend for the prefervation of 
the authority they poflefs; the Lacedaemonians 
for the recovery of that which they formerly 
enjoyed. The naval force of the one will for 
the prefent turn the fcale of the war generally 
in their favor ; the indefatigable induftry of the 
other may , in a courfe of years , incline it to 
themfelves. The luxury and licentioufnefs , 
which begin to corrupt the ancient fimplicity 
of Athens , may in time damp the efforts of her 
ambition ; the patience and difeipline of La- 
cedaemon will make amends for what they want 
in vivacity, and addrefs. However fatal the 
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cffe<9$ of thefe civil difcords may prove to 
Greece , Perfia has reafon to rejoice at them ; 
it will be her part to add perpetual fuel to the 
llame already kindled , . with fupplies of men 
and money to the weakelt. By purfuing fuch 
meafures, the great king, from being contemned 
and ridiculed by every petty republic , will 
become courted and elteemed by the greateft. 

That refpetS , which in the times of Themis- 
1'Ocxes they would not have lhown to his facred 
perfon , they will now pay more obfequipufly 
to the meanelt of his fatraps ; and the Perfians, 
from being liyled barbarians, will be elteemed 
by the party they allilt as the deliverers ol 
Greece. 

Pericles is the great conductor of the war; 
but whether he promotes it through a regard 
for the interefts of his country, or of himfelf, 
is uncertain. I have already mentioned tho \ 
accufations of his enemies , who attribute it 
wholly to motives of the latter fort. I can 
only add, that I am informed, that before my 
arrival , impeachments were brought again!! 
feveral of his friends, as Phidias, Aspasia, 
and Anaxagoras; nor had he any reafon to- 
boaft of fuccefs in bringing them off. The 
fiatuary was unjultly condemned ; the lady’s 
acquittal he procured by tears and earnelt Ap- 
plications to her judges; and the philofopher 
he was obliged to fend out of the town. The 
oppofite party , to harafs him farther , obtained 
a decree , that he Ihould produce exa6t ac- 
counts of the public monies which had been 
laid out by his direction. Thefe circumftances 
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being put together, I think it not improbable, 
that he has fallen in with the difpolitions for 
war, in order to difpel thofe clouds of en- 
mity and malice , by linding his reftlefs coun- 
trymen more important occupations. But he 
will never let them manage it as they pleafe; 
and whilft he continues in power, peace or 
war will be determined , not by the votes of 
a headitrong multitude, but the calm refolves 
of his own prudence and deep penetration. 
Such is the influence which his great abilities, 
particularly his mafterly talent of fpeaking, give 
him^ over a people the moft difficult of all 
others to he controuled or contradicted. Another 

f >art of his conduct , which contributes not a 
ittle to efiablifli his authority, is, that every 
body knows, though the whole revenues of 
Athens „ have palled many years through his 
hands, he has {pent them all in rendering his 
native country the envy and admiration of 
ftrangers , by the magnificence of its buildings, 
without improving in the leaft his own paternal 
inheritance. Forgive , fage Megabyzus , the 
length of this difpatch , and attribute it to my 
defire of obeying your commands with exa&nefs. 
May you always continue a fupport and fafe- 
guard to the throne of your prince ; may you 
no more experience the adverfities of fortune, 
and the ficklenefs of court favor ; but long 
enjoy without envy thofe high offices and 
dignities , to which your paft feryiees and 
merits fo juftly entitle you. Adieu. 

From Athens, P. 
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_ t 

Cleander to Hxdaspes, firfi Chamberlain to 

the King oj ' Perfia. 

Jt has proved the moft difagreeable clrcurn- 
fiance of my employment, that I hav£ not yet 
been able to write to my friends; who, I hope, 
do not imagine , that becaufe I have refided 
a few months at Athens, I have quite forgotten 
the relation 1 bear to Perfia ; or that becaufe I am 
engaged in the offices of apolitical life, I there- 
fore intend to difregard thofe of the focial. To 
deal frankly with you , though you are a cour- 
tier , I thought it my duty to prefer bufinefs 
of a public nature, to amufementsof a private 
one ; and to make my employment fit eafy 
upon me By a little praflice, before I turned 
my thoughts another way. And befides , I 
was not inclined to fend imperf'eift accounts of 
a nation, whilft I was a firanger to it: fuch 
a proceeding would have been difingenuous 
and ridiculous. The firft queftion you would 
probably have me refolve , is , what peculiar 
difference I find in the manners of Greece and 
Perfia ; fince cuftom has placed as many marks 
of difiindion in the civil manners of every 
nation , as Providence has difplayed in the 
natural bodies of each individual. I will tell 
you , then , a Perfian would find nothing more 
furprifing , than the unbounded freedom of 
a#ion and converfation which reigns here. 
The counfels of the great king are impenetrable; 
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we difcover nothing of them till they take 
effie$ ; whilft here every meafure is known 
long before it is put in execution, and canvafied 
with as much liberty in common converfation, 
as in the affemblies . of the people. We ap- 
proach our mighty monarch with poftures of 
adoration , and addrefs him in language which 
is ufed to the Deity. At Athens the magii- 
trates are diftinguifhed more by being virulently 
abufed , than by any mark of authority. Pe-* 

Iucles himfelf is fure to be the object aimed 
at by every one , who writes either fcandalous 
libels to be difperfed about the city, or per- 
formances defigned for public reprefentation. 

The adors themfelves fometimes appear -upon 
the ftage in malks, which are made exactly to • 
refemble the face of the perfon ridiculed. The 
Perlian magnificence appears moft at their en- 
tertainments ; the Athenian , at their folemi* 
feftivals. The Afiatic feafts are remarkable for 
the valt quantities of provifions , the coftlineft 
of the preparations, and the fumptuous fur- 
niture ; the chief recommendation of a Greek 
one is, the elegance and variety of the con- 
verfation , which induced an Athenian to make \ 

this obferyation; “ Our entertainments not 
“ only pleafie , when we give them , but the 
“ day after. ” The Afiatic tafte and grandeur 
appear in the palaces of their prinpes and fa- 
traps ; the Grecian in the temples of their gods, 
and the publin buildings. Not a nobleman in 
Perfia but fliows his rank by the richnefs of 
his drefs , and the number of his attendants ; 
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whereas here you cannot difiinguifh a citizeii 
from a flaye by his habit ; and the wealthieft 
Athenian , the moft confiderable perfon in the 
city, is not alhamed to go to market himfelf. 
In Perfia the eyes of all are turned toward the 
fovereign , and they regulate their conduct by 
his : in the free republics of Greece the people 
' are king, and refemble other monarchs in their 
bad qualities more than in their good ones; 
for they are fickle and imperious, fevere and 
obftinate. I have in this letter juft fketched 
the great outlines, which mark the difference 
of manners between Greece and Alia: I may 
perhaps give the picture a few more touches , 
if it -appears that what I have already per- 
' formed has afforded entertainment. I defire 
you would not fail to fend me the chit-chat 
of the court, and the news ftirring in the centre 
of the empire. Confider , to a man employed 
abroad, the moft trifling occurrences, which 
turn his thoughts to his country and friends 
are interefting. I with you length of days in 
the poft you at prefent poffefs , nnce you have 
gained the ear of your fovereign without flattery, 
and can amufe him , without liftening for 

materials to the idle ftories of flanderers and 

# 

tale-bearers. FareweJ. 

From Athens. P. 
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LETTER VI. 

Gobryas , Chief Scribe to Artaxerxes King 
o/’Periia, to Oleander at Athens. 

Thy diligence in fending fpeedy advices, 
and thy judgment in chufing fuch as are ma- 
terial and interefiing , have met with deferved 
approbation at the Perfian court. Thy letters are 
ordered by the council to be depofited in the 
archives of the empire; and the great fovereign 
of the Eaft himfell' has deigned to caft a gracious 
eye on the labors of his fervant, to exprefs 
the fatisfatftion they have given him, and to af- 
fureyou of his royal favor; an honor, Oleander, 
which I know will infpire thee with induftry, 
to undergo the difficulties of thy employment; 
with refolution, to confront the dangers of it; 
and with zeal to ferve a prince, whofe benign 
influence (like that of the radiant Mithras) 
extends to every part of his empire, and makes 
itfelf felt by the ineaneft Have who approaches 
it. The contents of thy difpatches afford pleafure 
to every Perfian. Arimanius dooms the fons of 
Greece to irrefiftible perdition ; he inflames their 
minds with civil difeord ; and turns the weapons, 
which were fharpened again!! us, into their own 
bofoms. O may this accurfed being, the origin 
of ill , fatiated with the misfortunes that have 
befallen the kingdom of Cyrus , exert for the 
future his baneful power among!! our enemies; 
and not only arm Greece againlt itfelf, but inftil 
the venom of fedition and difeontent into each 
l> a 
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particular ftatc! I fee by your letters, that a 
confiderable party in Athens are engaged in a 
warm oppofition to the rneafures of Pericles; 
ancT no doubt the courfe of a long and ex- 
penfive war will afford them many opportuni- 
ties to ruin his credit with the people. You 
cannot perforin a more important fervice, than 
bv encouraging any project to diftrefs him; for 
I wifh no worfe to Athens , than that he may 
experience the fortune of Themistocles, and 
find like him that efieem and kindnefs amonglt 
ft rangers which his ungrateful countrymen re- 
fufe him. However, all the inltrudlions of this 
nature mult be left to your own difcretion, 
as you are upon the fpot , and have better 
lights to conduct yourfelf by, than any you 
can receive from. hence. Fail not to intermix 
your hiftorical difpatches with accounts of the 
conftitutions of the different governments of 
Greece , the difpofitions and cultoms of the 
people, and the characters of the ruling men. 
I fore fee , that the part we fhall be obliged to 
take in their affairs will make fuch informa- 
tions abfolutely neceffaiy; and bring us into 
a more familiar acquaintance with the na- 
tions amongft whom you refide. I dare fay , 
thou always beareft in mind the importance 
of the trult repofed in thee ; and the fub- 
miflion and readinefs , with which it is thy 
duty to receive and execute the orders of the 
monarch of Alia, whofe power of rewarding 
his faithful fervants is equalled by nothing, but 
the bounty which he difplays in doing it. 
From the court at Ecbatana. \ P 
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LETTER V I I. 

Hydaspes Co Oleander. 

jP h Y curious and difcerning eye , which 
dwells not upon fuperlicial matters or com- 
mon occurrences , but pries into the more 
hidden fp rings of political meafures and fecret 
reafons of ftate, enables thee to be eminently 
ferviceable to the minifters of our mighty em- 
pire : and thou failed not to entertain thy 

friends with novelties relating to the conftitu- 
tion of thofe republics, which are eftablifhed 
upon a plan of government fo different from 
ours. But the more eagerly thy epiftles are 
here received on thefe accounts,’ the greater 
difficulty dolt thou impofe upon thy ' friends 
to find any thing worth fending thee in return. 
As to what relates more particularly to thy 
inftrucftions , it belongs only to the fecretaries 
and great counfellors of our awful monarch to 1 

O 9 

correfpond with thee ; and any thing farther 
of the politics or intrigues of this court thou 
canft not expert from them who are but rarely 
admitted into the cabinet. But fince, as you 
obferve ,- the molt trivial concerns are in fome 
fort interefting to one in your circumftances , 
from a place which he elteems his home , I 
will write , if it be but upoii trifles , that have 
nothing further to recommend them , than that 
they travel fo far, and that they are fent from 
the court of Ecbatana. The plague, which had 
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caufed fo great a mortality in Perlia , and had 
long call a damp upon all the gaieties of our 
court, is nearly over in thefe parts. And 
though fuch public calamities, while they laft, 
or are juft frelh upon the minds of men , tend 
naturally to occalion ferioufnefs, and to give 
the molt carelefs a fhort interval of fober think- 
ing, yet we too commonly find, that they 
are no fooner removed , than the impreflion 
of them begins to wear off ; and thole who 
had of late but narrowly efcaped the danger, 
return only with a keener appetite to their 
former pleafures. And thus 1 may fay it hap- 
pens at this time ; never was the court of Perfia 
more fplendid ; never did extravagancies in drefs 
and gallantry" run higher. The falhions indeed, 
which fo univerfally prevail among us , we 
know , were of Median original, and had their 
rife firft in this place , before it became the 
metropolis of united kingdoms , and whilft the 
Medes and Perfians were a feparate people. 
But though compared 'with the Perfian plain- 
nefs in the reign of Cyrus, the Medes might 
then feem advanced to the firft pitch of luxury j 
yet pofierity have fo well improved upon them, 
that old Astyages himfelf, with his politelt 
courtiers, would now make an awkward ap- 
pearance at Ecbatana. We have here lately 
folenmized the nuptials of the great fa trap- of 
Badria, Araspes, with Artaminta , daughter 
of the governor of Sardis , who is efteemed 
one of the firft beauties of this court, and is 
a reigning lavorite of the emprefs; and for 
the greater magnificence , the ceremony was 
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performed in the royal gardens And as if 
the natural beauties of the place in this delight- 
ful feafon had not been enough to have charm- 
ed every fenfe, a pompous colonnade, of a 
ltupendous height, was ere61ed in the middle 
of a fpacious lawp. Through this the company 
were conducted to a ftately pavilion, thatafcend- 
ed by feveral fteps, covered over with a canopy 
of the richeft embroidery of gold and filver, 
and a thicket of bloffoining greens furrounded 
it x , when the embowering lhades alone would 
formerly have been thought upon any occafion 
the molt agreeable lhelter from the noon -day 
heat. Upon a fofa of ftate, at the upper end, 
Tat the fupreme monarch of the Eaft ; and on 
another his confort by him : a little lower the 
nuptial rites were celebrated , and the happy 
Araspes joined his hands with the beauteous 
Artaminta. The other moft diftinguilhed fa- 
traps flood about the throne , and the reft of 
the gaudy retinue attended at an humbler dift- 
ance below. The company afterwards ad- 
journed into another part of the gardens, where 
with equal fplendor the nuptial feaft was pre- 
pared. I lhall not attempt to defcribe the 
luxurious dainties that were ferved up, neither 
{hall 1 attempt to fet forth the fumptuous finery 
of thofe who adorned the nuptials; nor canfit 
thou take any pleafure in hearing, that the 
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youth of Perfia , upon whom depend our hopes 
of maintaining the monarchy of the world, 
Ihould be * more exa<5l in perfuming their hair, 
curling it in ringlets and enlivening their 
complexion with artificial wafhes , than the 
fofteft even of the female fex. Amongit thofe 
who made the molt gallant appearance, was 
the young Orsames, the fon of ArtjEus, pre- 
{ident of the tribunal of juftice, and a relation 
of Artaminta. His drefs indeed was extremely 
rich , and fuitable to the occafion ; but the 
unaffe<2ed graces of his perfon , which owe 
nothing to the difguife of art, made him ap- 
pear with a manly eafe in every motion , that, 
ns it turns our efieem upon him , makes the 
eiTerninatc airs of the relt appear more ridiculous. 
He feems by nature and inclination to be form- 
ed to virtue , and has acquired all thofe noble 
accomplishments , for which the Perfian educa- 
tion was fo famed of old : and with a laudable 
thirlt after- knowledge and improvement, he 
delires to acquaint himfeif with the arts, learn- 
ing, and policy of other countries, i : He is 
therefore letting out. upon the tour of Egypt 
and Greece ; and wailed only for thefe nuptials 
to be over before he went. To fatisfy your 
curiofity and his own, he delires by me to 
be recommended to you, having a defign to 
correfpond with you from difiant .parts , and 
will take pleafure to be inltruVJed by your 
letters in the manners and cultoms of Greece 

before he arrives there. But I mult not omit 

, * 
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to inform you how the grand folemnity ended ; 
after the banquet was over, when the cool and 
pleafant time of the evening caine on, the ar- 
tificial mufic , which had for a while given 
place to the fweeter harmony of ten thoufand 
nightingales , that warble through thofe groves,' 
and whofe notes upon this occalion feemed 
infpired with a more ravilhing melody , (truck 
up at once from all the various inltruments of 
found in full concert. The company was then 
difperfed through different walks , that all 
centered upon the pavilion, where the great 
monarch , his queen, with the other chief fa- 
traps, fat to enjoy the fweets of the evening. 
When the twilight had now given place tn 
the darker fhades of night , in an initant the 
gloom was difperfed , and it feemed as if a 
whole firmament of Itars had fhot up among 
the trees to renew at once their intermingled 
lights , and rival the blaze of day. The birds 
were awakened by the deceit , and began again 
their enchanting ltrains more fweetly than when 
the early beams of Mithras are firft difplayed 
from behind the curtains of the eafi. The 
nuptial hymn compofed by the Mage Thiamis 
was fung by fix comely youths, and as many 
blooming virgins clad in white, and the happy 
pair were conduced to the genial bed. 

From Ecbatana. L, 
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LETTER VIII. 

Oleander to Gobryas , Chief Scribe to 
Artaxerxes King of Perlia. 

I received thy difpatch with due reverence; 
I killed the royal fignet , and bowed my head 
in token of fubiniffion to the commands of the 
fovereign of the Ealt, tranfmitted by his faith- 
ful minifter. Thy commendations, illultrious 
fcribe, are of more value in my light, than, 
all the treafures of Alia ; and I look upon the 
gracious acceptance which the mighty Ar- 
taxerxes vouchfafes my fervices, as a nobler 
reward, than if he beitowed on me the molt 
potent fatrapy in the whole Perfxan empire. 
Since my laft letters , the war has been carried 
on with greater preparation than effect ; and 
the blood yet fpilt has rather ferved to exaf- 
perate both parties, than to cool the refentments 
of either. 

The army of the allies , commanded by 
Archidamus king of Sparta , advanced to the 
frontiers of Attica, and laid liege to Oenoe ; 
but being repulfed in their attacks , they railed 
the liege, and advanced further into the country, 
till they came into an open tow r n called Acharnas, 
not fixty furlongs from Athens , where they 
encamped. The Athenians , irritated at the 
boldnefs of the enemy , and fenfibly affliffted 
to fee their pofTellions ruined and waited in their 
fight, earneftly defired to fally out of their W'alls, 
tand come to an engagement ; but Pericles , 
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withflanding both their preffing defires , and 
the fevere railleries of his enemies , who re- 
proached him with cowardice and ftupidity, 
perfevered in declining fo hazardous a meafure ; 
and, like a lkilful pilote in a Itorm, relied on 
his own fuperior knowledge and experience, 
without regarding the cries or menaces of the 
ignorant paffengers. Indeed it is furprifing, 
that a iingle man Ihould not only have au- 
thority enough to oppofe the unanimous opinion 
of a headftrongand mutinous people, in whofe 
hands the fupreme government is lodged; but 
even to hinder any afTembly from being called, 
left in the prefent heat fome rafh refolution 
might be taken. However , to keep up their 
fpirits, and divert the ftrength of the enemy, 
he lent out a fquadron of an hundred gallies 
with troops on board , who made defcents , 
and ravaged the fea-coafts of Peloponnefus , 
and Laconia; which obliged the allies , after 
having confumed their provilions , to decamp 
and return home. The Athenians , as foon as 
they were retired, fet apart a thoufand talents, 
and an hundred gallies for their defence againft 
an invafion by fea ; and made it capital for 
any one who Ihould move to have them applied 
to any other ufe. Thou wilt have a complete 
furvey of the theatre of the war , when I tell 
thee that it extends as far as Thrace , where 
the Athenians are now* befieging Potidaea , 
w r hich , at the mitigations of the Corinthians 
(their founders) and the Lacedaemonians, re- 
volted from them , along with Chalcis and 
Botiaea , and were affified by Perjdiccas king 
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of Macedon. I juft now learned, that he is 
reconciled to this ftate by the mediation of 
Sitalces, a Thracian prince; and has engaged 
to join with Phoamio, the Athenian general, 
againft the Chalcideans. 

As no action of importance has yet hap- 
pened, 1 will not tire thy patience with tedious 
relations of every fkirmifh and trilling event. 
It will be more ufeful to let thee into the reafons 
of Pericles’s conduct , which may appear to 
deferve the name of timidity ratlitfr than of 
prudence ; but. he wifely coniidered the ex- 
treme hazard of facing an enemy in the field, 
whofe troops were fuperior both in number 
and goodnefs to the Athenian ; that a defeat 
would abfolutely ruin their affairs, and that a 
victory would not balance , in its advantages , 
the peril that attended it ; fince Peloponnefus 
could eafily have recruited the conquered army; 
Vvhilft the lives of his citizens would be throw n 
away, and their attention drawn off from their 
naval ftrength to the land fervice, though their 
fafety depends entirely on cultivating the former. 

The head of the party in oppolition to him 
is Cleon , the fon of a currier , a perfon of 
an affurning and violent ternppr ; rather formed 
to difturb than ferve his country; and with 
talents to make him a popular demagogue , but 
not a ftatefman. Pericles has no great reafon 
to apprehend the weak attempts of a Cleon , 
whenliispowerand influence over the Athenians 
has been fufficient to banith Cimon and Thu- 
cydides, men of real abilities and integrity: the 
^pame of the former can never be forgotten in 
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Perfia as long as it continues an empire. I am 
grieved to hear, that Afia, when it has fearcely 
recovered the miferable effects of war, is de- 
populated by a devouring peftilence, whole 
ravages are equally fatal, but more extenlive, 
and whofe contagion is alike dangerous to the 
cottage of the laborer and the palace of the 
prince. O may thefe punifhments of the gods, 
which never come undeferved , help us to 
throw off our luxurious and dilfolute manners, 
and to reiume the mafeuline virtues and lim- 
plicity of the old PerG&ns ; fince fo extenlive 
an inheritance, as the empire they tranfmitted 
to us, can never be preferved but by the fame 
arts that raifed it ! Excufe my freedom , worthy 
minilter , and remember it is the ftrongclt prooj.' 
1 can give thee of my fidelity. Adieu. 

From Athens. . P. 


LETTER IX. 

Hippias the Merchant to Ceeander at 
Athens. 

X f any thing, my deareft brother, could add 
to the pleafure of hearing that you were fafely 
arrived at Athens , it was , that you feem fo 
fenlible of the advantages accruing to a nation 
from an extended commerce: and indeed the 
Itriking imprellion which the bare view of a 
crowded port affords, is ocular demonfiration, 
and an argument of the molt convincing 
kind. I wilh either your fpeculative or my 
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experimental knowledge may perfuade the 
Perfian miniftry, that nothing tends fo much 
as trade to the circulation of induftry, wealth, 
and happinefs through a people ; that it be- 
comes a common tie to connect the diftant parts 
of the molt extended empire ; and that, like 
veins in the natural body , it conveys life , 
warmth, and health, .over the political. I 
found myfelf much inclined to fall into a train 
of reflections of this nature in a journey, partly 
of bufxnefs , and partly of pleafure , which I 
took lately .to Ecbatana; and I wilt communi- 
cate to you the refult of them. Three cir- 
cumftances, 1 am perfuaded , contribute to 
render the fine fituation of Perfia for commerce 
almoft ufelefs: one is, that in all their great 
naval preparations again!! the Greeks , they 
have conftantly furnilhed themfelves with fhips 
and feamen from Phoenicia , Cyprus , and 
Cilicia , infiead of encouraging their natural 
fubjecls to imitate the trading nations who are 
tributary to them , on whom the marine of 
the 'empire at prefent entirely depends. Another 
obftacle to trade arifes from the late treaty with 
Athens, by one article of which it is agreed, 
u That no Perfian veflel fhall enter the feas, 
“ which extend from the Pontus Euxinus to 
“ the coafts ofPamphilia; and that no Perfian 
u troops fhall come within three days march 
of tliofe Teas. ” A third circumfiance, which 
is the molt furprifing of all , is, that they have 
contrived catara&s on the Tygris and Euphrates, 
to break the regular courfe of the ftream , and 
to make the navigation of thofe rivers difficult. 
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■I mention this inftance from my own obfervan 
tion, at it lhows not onfy their utter inatten- 
tion to improve their natural advantages , but, 
what is much worfe , a Itupid obltinacy to 
oppofe the means with which bountiful nature 
has fupplied them to facilitate the carriage of 
their manufactures and inland commerce. They 
pretend that thefe cataraCls prevent the enter- 
prifes of enemies , who might endeavour to in- 
vade them by coming up thefe great rivers: 
but I think this apprehenfion as vain as the 
precaution is abfurd ; lor a naval force joined 
to the numerous land army which they keep 
up, would eafily defeat any fuch attempts. 
Since my abode at Ecbatana, I have frequently 
reprefented to the minilters the advantages 
which mult arife to the empire from deltroy- 
ing them , and I hope not quite ineffectually. 
I allure you, I am much pleafed to take this 
opportunity of falling into my old train of 
thought ; for I have lately led the life of a 
courtier rather than a merchant, to which the 
pleafures of the place have not a little invited 
me. The recommendations with which the 
governor of Sardis honored me , and the 
friends you have here , contribute more to my 
good reception , than any merit of my own. 

. I dare fay your curiofity will exped fome ac- 
count of the city where lam; I lliall therefore 
endeavour to gratify it. 

You need not be informed that Ecbatana is 
the metropolis of Media , and was anciently 
the feat of the Median , as it is now of the 
Perlian , monarch*. It is fituated on a riling 
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ground , not far from Mount Orontes , in a 
country called , for its peculiar pleafantnefs , 
“ the garden of Perfia. ” 

. The city is contained within an enclofure 
of feven walls , gradually riling one above 
another. The palace and the treafury are built 
within the innernioft circle of the feven, which 
is diltinguifhed from the reft by the embellilh* 
ment of a gold coloring. Ecbatana has the 
advantage of being furrounded by fpacious 
plains, particularly thofe of Nyfa, where the 
royal ftuds of fifty thoufand horfes are kept. 
Thefe plains are hounded on one lide by 
Mount Orontes , on the other by a large forelt, 
amidlt whole lofty trees arife the country-feats 
of the Perfian nobility. I lhould tire thee with 
defcribing the foleinnity of an audience of the 
great king; the magnificence with which he 
entertains the princes of the blood and the 
great fatraps , and the pomp of his attendance, 
when he appears abroad : belides, I forget that 
you are no Itranger to the fplendor of the Afian 
court. As foon as it removes to Sufa, its 
winter refidence , I lhall return to my old 
fcene of life at Ephefus: uncorrupted , 1 hope, 
by the pleafures of the place , and I am lure 
not infected with the lealt tinclure of a cour- 
tier’s inlincerity , when I allure you of my 
warmelt affections. Adieu. 

t From Ecbatana. P. 
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LETTER X. 

Orsames to Oleander. 

^Iydaspes the chamberlain having informed 
thee of my intentions to correfpond with thee 
during my travels , thou wilt not therefore 
be furprifed at receiving a letter from this 
place. And truly, though I am a ftranger to 
thy perfon , yet the reputation thou beared 
here , not only for an approved capacity in. 
bufinefs of the greatelt weight and importance, 
but for a genius of the molt refined call: ancl 
extenfive compafs , may well fave me the 
trouble of any apology for thus beginning an 
epiltolary intercourfe. I have that efieem for 
every man of diftinguilhed parts and an im- 
proved underlianding , that I would find fome 
way of recommending myfelf to fucli a perfon, 
though he were in the molt diliant corners of 
the earth 3 . The city I am now at , which 
rofe upon the ruins of the ancient Nineveh, 
and was deligned as much to eclipfe that faifted 
feat of the old Afl’yrian empire , as the glory 
and power of its founder did that of Ninus, 
would have engaged me to have come hither 
by choice, had it not lain fo dire6t in the tour 
of my travels , efpecially at a time when the 
court being abfent , I can more leifurely take 
a furvey of its admirable curioGties. But Ba- 
bylon need not be particularly defcribed to 

* 3 Herod, lib. i. c. 106. Ibid. c. 178. 
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thee , who haft been perfonally thyfelf in moft 
of the noble metropolis’s of this empire, among 
which the monarch of the world is pleafed to 
divide his time. Never lure was any city built 
upon a more regular and magnificent plan ; 
never was any better contrived for the healtli- 
fulnefs of its numerous inhabitants ; fo fpa- 
cious are the ftreets, fo large the outlets for 
gardens and walks of pleafure in the midft 
of every fquare of building ; befides which , 
the houfes hand fo far afunder , that one 
cannot in this city complain of living more 
clofely,*or of breathing a lefs pure air, than 
if one were placed in the midft of the country; 
fo truly does Babylon reconcile the two con- 
trarieties of a town and a rural fituation; and 
thofe vaft plains , which were left unbuilt by 
the Alfyrian king , are , to fpeak literally , a 
wide country , with champain , corn fields , 
and pafture , all enclofed within walls and 
fortreffes. By the civility of Artabazus the 
governor , I was Ihown the vaft extent of this 
city in the moft convenient manner upon the 
walls; and for the greater eafe , we made a 
journey of two days in going round it. Could 
human ftrength have refilled the decrees of 
deftiny , or of that over- ruling power, which 
governs the world , and had ordained for Cy- 
rus the efiablifhment of a glorious empire, it 
might have been thought, that this place of all 
others was impregnable , defended with gates 
of brafs, and encompalfed with thefe ftupendous 
walls. But that which the Alfyrian thought 
would complete the glory of his mighty works, 

' expofed 
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cxpofed the city to be taken ; and thofe im- 
palpable morafles, which have overflooded the 
plains oI‘ Babylon , and fpread over an un- 
ineafurable tract of land , lince the mounds of 
Paliacopas were blown up , upon Cyrus’s turnr 
ing the river into it , are a laliing monuntent 
©1 vain expenfe , deflgned to perpetuate his 
memory. It is reported that after Nabuchod- 
jiosor had finifhed thefe magnificent works *, 
he forefaw , to mortify his pride, and foretold 
by a prophetic fpirit, that Babylon would be 
taken. The famous prophecy he uttered upon 
the occafion was written by the prielis of Belus, » 

and found long fince in the archives of their 
temple 5 . That famous lirutSture was much 4 
damaged by Xerxes , and liript of the rich 
fiatues of the Afl’yrian gods , and the facred 
utenfils ; but the walls and towers are left 
Handing , though not yet repaired ^ as was 
intended. My curiofity led me up one fine 
afternoon to the top of it; and it was with 
infinite furprife and pleafure I furveyed , in 
the afcent ,* the fcene that p relented itfelf 
below. As far v as the eye could reach, ap- 
peared the moft regular diverfity of pomp and 
magnificence. Here a vaft expanfe of palaces 
and Itately buildings feemcd to cover tire whole 
plain beneath , and to terminate the wide 

4 Abydenus ap. Eufeb. Prasp. 1 . 9. c. \i. 

* Arrian, lib. vii. dicit hoc templum a Xante fub- 
verfum fuifle, fed Herodotus Xerxi diu fuperftes, cum 
in templi hujus mentionem incidit, habet htec verba, 

. / , 1 > \ ~ >' 1 ' 
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horizon , except where the diftant waters of 
the great morafs were juft difcernibie by the 
reflection of the rays of the declining fun* 
Below me lay the remains of the ancient palace, 
W'hich takes up four miles in circumference ; 
and facing it , on the weliern banks of the 
river that fuperb new one , which exceeds all 
defcription , and Hands upon twice the corn- 
pafs of ground with the former. There rofe 
the gardens of Amytis , w hich feem to hang 
pendulous in air ; nor does the ftrength of 
thofe arches (fuch is the exquifite contrivance 
of the work) appear as any fupport to the 
terraces and forelts' of the largelt trees that 
are mounted above them. By the time we 
had reached the utmolt fummit , the cheerful 
glow of the fetting fun began to grow fainter 
in the weftern clouds ; but as the glorious 
profpeCt .van idled underneath , from the dilt- 
ance and the dutk of the evening, another 
more beautiful broke out above in thofe myriads 
of tw inkling lights, which diverfily the heavens, 
in the abfence of the radiant Mithras. We 
were then got up to the obfervatory, and found 
the fages in aftronomy beginning their curious 
contemplations. They very courteoufly marked 
out to me a fcheme of the heavens in the 
heavens themfelves. Tis theirs to number 
the liars , and know them diltinClIy by their 
names; to obferve w’hen they rife and fet, 
and to reduce their grealeft wanderings to / 
fixed and certain rules. Thus raifed as it were 
betwixt earth and heaven, above the noife and 
tumult of human affairs , I fancied inyfelf in 
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the neighbourhood of the celeftial bodies, con- 
verfing with them , as they moved through the 
ferene ether in their filent courfes. How noble 
and ftupendous beyond all the mafter- pieces 
of art did nature then appear I how immenfe 
and aftonilhing ! how boundlefs and infinite! 
The thoughts that then fwelled in my breaft, 
are too big for utterance ; I was dumb with 
rapture and amazement; I fell on my face and 
- adored the everlalting Oromasues. When 
compared with thefe his works , how mean 
' are the moft fplendid glories of the Perfian 
empire ! how little and contemptible ; they 
flatten — they diminifh — they flxrink into 
nothing! 

From Babylon. L. 

LETTER XI. 

Oleander to Otanes , Superintendant of 
the Royal Palaces , etc. 

jAlS foon as I am at leifureto turn my thoughts 
to any other concerns than thofe of the great 
king, thine (as this may ferve to convince thee) 
are the uppermoft in my mind. I havei, as 
thou gaveft me in charge , applied myfelf of 
late to the furveying of this renowned city , • 
which is divided into two parts , the upper and 
lower. The upper, which is the more ancient, 
and was formerly the whole of it , is , in its 
prefent grandeur, almoft entirely occupied by 
the public buildings ,* fuch as the citadel, the 
temples of the gods, and the courts of judicature : 
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the lower , which is guarded by a fort called 
Munychia, is laid, out in an infinite number of 
fireets, and commuriicates with the two havens, 
the Piraeus and Phalcrcus, by two w alls of molt 
amazing ftrength, and more than forty liadiums 
long ; thcfe and the citadel were built partly 
by Cimon , and partly by Themistocles. Some 
here fcruple not to fay , that the circumference 
Of the, whole is more than a day’s journey, 
and even thofe who are molt moderate affirm 
it to be above five parafangs; and doubtlefs, 
if one were to form a judgment of the firength 
and power of the Athenians from the ftate and 
magnificence of this metropolis, it would furpafs 
all that has been reported of them. For to a 
Perfian 'it would feem incredible , that the 
capital of a people , whofe dominions exceed 
not in extent thofe of many an inferior fatrap 
in the lhining court, fhould equal in dimenfions 
and grandeur the naoft fumptuous of thofe where 
the lord of Afia deigns to relide. For the or- 
namental parts, it is chiefly indebted to the care 
and genius of Pericles ; who , with a foul 
grafping at and capable of executing all things, 
thought it not enough to aggrandize the ftate, 
except he fhould at the fame time adorn it 
equally;not content to make it the mofipowerful, 
he refolved alfo to make it the jnoft beautiful city 
in Greece. By the encouragement and large 
rewards which lie offered , lie drew together 
the moft celebrated artifts in each kind from 
all parts of the world : their numbers foon- 
infpired them with an ^nulation of excelling 
each other ; and where all were excellent , it 
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Was to lofe reputation to produce any thing 
that was not perfect in its kind. Hence it is, 
potent lord, that it exceeds all power of words 
to exp refs , or imagination to conceive; the 
beauties that are difplayed in fome of their 
principal buildings. Thofe dedicated to the 
gods efpecially might fcem not unworthy of 
immortal natures; there is a grandeur, as well 
as a limplicity , which ravifhes one at the firft 
fight; they are all of them finifhed upon the 
moft exquifite models; not blazing indeed with 
gold or precious fiones , but polithed with a 
care and delicacy, that would give value to 
the meaneft materials, and that furpaft'es the 
brighteft glow and the moft diverfified irradia- 
tions of color. That temple in particular, which 
is called the Parthenon , and dedicated to Mi-* 
NftRVA , the guardian and prote<3refs of Athens, 
as it is the largeft, fo it is the moft complete ; 
its length is an hundred and fifty cubits, and 
the breadth about fixty-five : the outfide adorn- 
ed with a beautiful colonnade , which ferves 
to fupport the hold projections of a moft curious 
entablature. On entering and Purveying the 
infide , I found myfelf delighted and furprifed, 
without knowing the particular caufe-; till, on 
further confideration, I perceived that this was 
owing to the exaCt fymmetry and' happy ad- 
juftments of each part I was convinced, that 
the proportions obferved in this were the trueft 
and moft natural that can be ; and will , if I 
forefee aright , be a pattern for imitation to all 
fucceeding times. There is , there rauft be, 
kyme thing fixed and rational in this, as well as 



all other objects of the mind. Why elfe do 
the Itupendous works of Babylon , and the fo * 
celebrated temple of Diana, which my native 
Ephefus boafis, though they amaze and awe, 
yet fail of pleaiirig us ? And whence is it that, 
though none but the moft confummate artift is 
capable of defigning what is truly great and 
majefiic, yet all admire and approve what is 
fo, when finifhed ? Happy? Pericles, whofe 
name lhall live , not in thefe augufi buildings 
only, but in all which deferve the admiration 
of mankind to the latefi pofierity ! It was from 
a fenfe of this , that he filenced the clamors 
of his enemies , and put a ftop to the complaints 
of his fellow -citizens, in relation to the great 
charge of thefe edifices. He offered to pay the 
expenfe of all that was done , on condition 
. that he might have the reputation of defigning 
and railing fo many illuftrious monuments* 
Befides this, the moft remarkable temples are 
thofe dedicated to Neptune to Castor and 
Pollux, and Theseus; nor can it fail to give 
every Perfian the fame pleafure it did me, 
when he lhall know, that another of their moft 
Itately buildings , the Odeum or mufic theatre, 
is built after the model of that pavilion which 
lhades the facred head of the moft powerful 
monarch in the univerfe. It would be endlefs 
to recount the other buildings , which rife on 
all fides around me; nor will I attempt at 
prefent to deferibe the fine paintings , or 
enumerate the beautiful ftatues , which people, 
as it were , every corner of the city. Thefe 
are all done under tire dire&ion, and moft of 
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them by the hand of Phidias , an artift fo 
extraordinary, as to be worthy the encourage- * 

ment of our great monai'ch , and who^ when 
fupported by his munificence , might exceed 
all that the world has ever feen in that wav; 
and yet this fo excellent a matter has lately, 
out of fpite to Pericles his patron, been cattr 
into prifon , and is fuffered to languifli there 
in daily expectation of death. Such is the 
reward of all his labors from an ungrateful 
city 1 Thou art happy , Otanes , in fervirig a, 
matter who will not value thee lefs becaufe 
thou deferveft to be valued more. Let it be 
thy ambition to render thofe fplendid apart- 
ments , committed to thy care, worthy* of * 
their royal guett ; and if the Athenians fcruple 
not to imitate the Afiatic barbarians (as they 
infolently call us ) in one of their buildings, 
nor do thou difdain to tranferibe other ex- 
* cellencies from them. Blutti not to copy after 
matters, whofe natural bent and genius lie 
towards tliefe arts; who, defpifing all ufelefs 
oftentation , and laughing at the cumbrous 
unformed buildings of the*Eafh, have firft 
fhowed the world , “ that convenience is not 
u incompatible with fiatc , nor true magnifi- 
cence defiitute of real ufe. ” Adieu I 

From Athens. * It. 
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LETTER XII. 


Cleander to MegAbyzus , one of the f evert 
Councilors of State to the King o/’Perlia. 


i 


t was no inconfiderable part of the wife 
iriftnnftions which thou gaveft me, before my 
Voyage to this city,- that I fhould write you a 
particular account of every remarkable cultom^ 
as well as extraordinary incident that occurred 
during my abode here. I know how much 
thou grieved in fecret for the degeneracy of 
Perfia; and thy defign requiring this intelligence, 
with a view to the improvement of our own 
court try by remarks on the manners of others, 
is agreeable to the wifdom of thy minifiry, 
and the greatnefs of thy foul. • A defign truly 
glorious, and praife- worthy ! in comparifon 
whereof, the hiftory of the vaft armies and* 
ravages of Xerxes may be confidered as the 
chaff' before the wind \ and which will per- 
petuate the name of JVIegabyzus to the lateft . 
poderity. 

The Athenians have a law amongft them , 
which enjoins that all- thofe who die fighting** 
in the caufe of their country , {hall at the lend 
of every campaign be buried at the public 
charge, and their children maintained by the 
ftate till they arrive at the age of manhood. 
The firft year of the war is now ovefr* and the 
winter feafon is advanced upon us. Accord- 
ingly, the ceremonies thus inftituted wer$ 
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performed a few days fince ; and I had the 
pleafure of feeing every part of them. To tell 
thee my opinion freely , I never was fo much 
delighted with the pomp and fplendor of the 
court of Sufa , as with the honelt plainnefs of 
thefe republican folemnities. The whole was 
conduced after this manner. 

About three days before the funeral, the 
hones of the llain were placed in a tent raifed 
on purpofe , fo that eveiy perfon might have 
an opportunity to frequent them, and pay them 
the lalt tribute of a tear. All forts of odoriferous 
herbs and flowers were ftrewed around the tent; 
and each man brought fome in his hand , that 
he might confecrate them to the manes of his 
favorite friend. On the fourth day a coffin of 
cyprefs was fent from every tribe, to carry 
off the bones of their own members. After 
which went an empty covered hearfe, in me- 
mory ol thofe who could not be found. The 
proceffion was carried on with a peculiar decency 
of forrow, while great numbers of inhabitants, 
both Itrangers and citizens, affifted in the train 
of mourners. The parents of the deceafed at- 
tended at the fepulchre to weep. No eye could 
refrain from tears ; and the melancholy diltrefs 
which appeared in the faces of all alike, feemed 
but a true copy of the fentiments of all. The 
bones were accompanied in this manner to the 
public place of burial , ( which is fituated in a 
pleafant fpot without the city, called Cerami- 
cs us ,<) and committed to the ground. The mo- 
nument erected to the valor of thefe citizens was 
adorned with pillars, trophies, and infcriptions, 
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fuch as are ufual about the tombs of the moft 
honorable perfons. The ceremony was con- 
cluded with one fpeech in praife of them all, 
and Pericles was the orator to whom that 
talk was alligned. It is impollible for any man, 
who has not heard him, to conceive the Itrength 
and folidity of his thoughts , the grace and 
dignity of his a&ion,the elegance and fimplicity 
of his ditftion. For my own part, I was en- 
chanted with the power of his eloquence. His 
countrymen fay of him very jultly , that he 
harangues in an imperial ftrain. Hence they 
have given him the firname of Olympus , in- 
timating, probably, that, like their god Ju-i 
piter , he thunders when he fpeaks. To this 
I may add, that the melody of his voice, the 
air of his countenance, the very manner of 
his drefs , has fomething of an engaging and 
commanding gravity, which at once charms 
and aftonilhes his audience. 

The main fcope of his fpeech, was to animate 
the living with refolution, by commending the 
courage of the dead ; to infufe a fpirit of pa- 
triotifm into the minds of his fellow -citizens, 
by celebrating that principle of aAion , which 
incites the valiant to battle. He told them, 
that fuch men, though they failed in their 
attempt , were not wanting in glory to them- 
felves or their country; that they would for 
ever receive , inltead of their lives , an im- < 
mortal monument of praife (not fo much that 
wherein their bodies are now laid , as a more 
illuftrious one in the memory of future ages). 
For to men of fame, all the earth is a fepulchre. 
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- and refpe# fhall be paid to their virtue, not 
only by infcriptions and trophies at home ; but 
by unwritten records of the heart in all nations 
of the world, which, more than any kind of 
perilhable monument, will remain to eternity. 
In imitation, therefore, of thefe men, con- 
tinued he, and placing happinefs in liberty, 
and liberty in valor, be forward to encounter 
the dangers of war. He fet before them the 
reputation of dying with their fvvords in their 
hands, lor* a commonwealth fo renowned and 
fo noble as- that of Athens. In difplaying the 
extent and greatnefs of its dominion, he took 
occalion to flatter the people , in afcribing it 
chiefly to the prudence of their conduct, the 
ftri#nefs of their difcipline, and the bravery 
of their arms. He extolled the freedom and 
independency of their conftitution ; that they 
were all governed by the law, whofe protec- 
tion w r as equally extended to the poor and the 
rich, to the weak as well as powerful ; that 
the merit and induftry of every citizen made 
his way to preferment, without any perfonal 
diftin&ion whalfoever; in fhort, that where the 
rewards of virtue are. the greateft, there live 
the greateft men. He clofed his fpeech with 
a particular addrefs to the different ages and 
fexes of thofe who heard him , and difmifled 
the multitude. 

As foon as Pericles had defcended from 
the roftra, the people followed him to his houfe 
with loud acclamations of joy ; and the fenfe 
of every man’s farrow for the lofs of his rela- 
tions was changed into the highest encomiums 
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on tlieir happinefs and fame. The merits of 
the deceafed were drawn in the molt lively 
colors by the partial imaginations of friends. 
Even thofe who had been their competitors 
in the pofts of glory , and had envied their 
reputation while living, now honor them with 
afFetSion when dead. Each man feems ftudious 
of ferving the widows and orphans of thofe 
he loved; and the fiate of Athens, with the 
tendernefs of a kind parent , is expreffing thofe 
fentiments of gratitude to the offspring of her 
brave defenders, which the cannot exp refs to 
themfelves; a cuftom fo juft and laudable, fo 
conliflent with the wifelt maxims of good policy, 
that it mult be left to your judgment to de- 
termine , if the conftitution of Perfia is not in 
fome degree defective for the w r ant of it. Pardon 
the vehemence of the cxpreffion ; but this I 
will venture to affirm , that nothing can tend, 
in a Wronger manner , to animate the foft and 
degenerate troops of Afia to emulate the valor 
of their generous ancefiors , than rewards and 
encouragements of the fame nature, propofed 
to military virtue. Herein then let us imitate 
the republic of Athens , » and be in no wife* 
alhamed * to learn ufeful improvements ’ from 
the warmelt of our foes. I would afk only 
one queffion ; Can any man , who lhall chance 
to fall a.vi&im to his enemies in the heat of 
battle \ and confiders , in his lalt and departing 
moments, that his obfequies lhall he honorably- 
•performed at the charge of his fellow-citizens, 
that his friends lhall pay refpe$ to his memory 
by their praife , that his children lhall be 
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educated by the care and prudence of the public; 
can fuch a man helitate one moment, whether 
he hath done rightly in forfeiting his life, 
however precious , to the fame of his own 
character, to the fervice of his own children, 
to the general and lading benefit of his country? 

This is a cufiom, O thou fage Mecabyzus, 
which, if ever it be praCtifed among us, will 
eftablifh the throne of our mighty matter, not 
on the frail and unftable foundations of pomp 
and luxury, of force and power, of diflimula- 
tion and craft ; but on the popularity of the 
.. prince , and the induttry and affeCtion of his 
fubjeCts ; foundations of the regal authority fo 
great and fo noble, that the king, who would 
add weight to his fceptre , mutt reign by them, 
or govern againft the happinefs of his people, 
againtt the very rule , the very end of his 
government. Adieu. 

From Athens. C. • 


LETTER XIII. 


i 


4 

,Cleander to Gobryas, Chief Scribe to 
Artaxerxes King of Perfia. 


forgot not, fage minifter, the directions thou 
gaveft me „ to fend accounts of the confuta- 


tions of the different governments in Greece; 
and now the feafon of aCtion is over , I find 
more leifure to profecute fuch ufeful inquiries. 
, I intend in this letter to Jay before thee a def- 
cription of the confiitution of Athens, reducing 
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it to a compafs confiftent, I hope, with ac- 
curacy , as well as entertainment. 

Solon , their great legiflator, formed their 
government chiefly on a popular plan : though 
from feveral inliitutions of his it appears , that 
he defigned to moderate the ineonltancy and 
violence of a democracy , by introducing a 
proper mixture of the arifiocratical form. The 
iirft appointed , that none but thofe who had 
a certain revenue lhould be candidates for the 
great magiftracies of the ftate. The people, 
indeed, fince the Perfian invafion, have had 
influence enough to increafe their power, by 
getting rid of this encurnberance upon the am- 
bition of the poorer fort » The fecond was , 
the eftabliftunent of a fenate , chofen annually 
out of each of the tribes. Solon , as a third 
reftraint upon the people , a third anchor to 
prevent the republic’s being carried away by 
the intrigues of factious rulers , or the irresolu- 
tion of weak ones, enlarged the authority of 
the Areopagus, their great court of judicature. 
He likewife very much diminilhed the power 
of the nine archons, who have each feparate 
jurifdidtions ; as the firft, for inftance , gives 
a name to the year, determines in caufes concern- 
ing wills and legacies, and infpe<9s the theatrical 
diverfions. 

After this general lketch of the Athenian 
conftitution , I lhall proceed to enter more 
particularly into the grand reforts and fprings, 
j on which the movements of their political 
fyftem depend* The fenate of five hundred is 
compofed of fifty out of every one of the ten 
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tribes. No one can be admitted into it, with- 
out being at leaft thirty years of' age , and 
undergoing a ftrid inquiry into his character. 
Before he takes Iris feat he binds himfelf by 
a folemn oath to adhere to the laws , and give 
advice to the people of Athens , according to 
the beft of his abilities. Every tribe prehdes 
in the lenate in its turn (which is regulated 
by lot) for thirty-five days. Each company of 
prefidents are called Prytanes ; and out of them 
the Proedroi , or fet of prefidents for the week, 

. are appointed. The prelident of the day called 
the Epiftata, is one of the Proedroi, and has 
in his cuftody the great feal, aryl the keys of 
the citadel and treafure, and prefides likewife 
in the aflemblics of the people. When the 
fenate has made a decree , if it is ratified by 
the people, it pafles into a law; if otherwife 
it continues in force only for a year. The 
matters which come under the cognizance of 
the fenate are of the fame fort as thofe which 
are brought before the people ; and therefore 
may be referred to that head. At the expira- 
tion of the annual offices of the fenators , if 
any fhips of war have been built during their 
regency, the people decree them the honor of 
tire crown; a remarkable inftance of their great 
attention to increafe their naval force; as being 
fully convinced that the fafety and honor of the 
commonwealth depend upon it! The ordinary 
affemblies' of the people are held four times in 
thirty-five days, particular affairs being allotted 
to each time ; extraordinary ones are fummoned 
by the magiftrates ; and a paper is fixed up in 
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the public places of the city , with a fti6rt 
account of the bufinefs to be debated. 

The place where the affembly is held , 
which is either the market-place, or a great 
fquare near the citadel, is nrit purified by a 
lblemn rite of luflration. When that is ended, 
the public crier makes a prayer for the pros- 
perity of their counfels ; and pronounces an 
execration againft thofe who endeavour, or ad- 
vife any thing to the prejudice of the com- 
monwealth. Then, by order of the prefi dent, 
he ftates the queftion ; or repeats the decree 
of the fenate , which is to be confirmed or 
reje&ed. The oldeft orators begin the debate, 
and are followed by the younger ; though it 
is to be obferved, that no perfon under thirty 
has a right to be heard ; nor is any one who 
has been convicted of a notorious crime per- 
mitted to have a lhare in their councils. With- 
out the firft of thefe precautions, they think the 
ftate might be expofed to danger by an immature 
advice; without the latter, by a defperate or 
unlawful one. When the debates are over the 
people give their votes , which is ufually done 
by holding up their hands : then the opinion 
is drawn up in writing , and they confirm it by 
a fecond divifion. After ^the » prefident has 
examined the numbers on both fides he. 
pronounces *on which the majority lies , and 
difmiffes the affembly. It is in thefe affemblies 
of the people that all 'affairs relating to war. 
and peace , v religion or -domeltic policy , are 
difcuffed. Appeals lie to them from all tri- 
bunals , even from that of the Areopagus ; of 

which 
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which venerable judicature I fhall next give 
thee a Ihort account. Their inliilution is by 
fome attributed to Solon , but generally to 
Cecrops the founder of the city. It is chiefly 
compofed of the Archons who have difcliarged 
their offices with honor ; and its number 
therefore is not always the fame. They hold 
their fittings on Mars’s-hill , in the open air; 
and when they determine caufes it is in the 
night. The members of this body have been 
always held in the higheft efteem for the fandity 
of their lives, the impartiality of their decilions, 
and their knowledge in the law's of their Country. 
Their authority is of a large extent; they infped 
over the obfervation of the laws, the manners 
of 'the citizens, and the education of the yotith. 
They have alfo cognizance of cafes of murder 
and all forts of impieties; and the introdudion 
of new ceremonies fall within their jiirifdi6lion. 
Pericles , indeed , with a view of making his 
court to the people , by throwing more power 
into their hands, and weakening that of the 
nobles, has reduced the power of the Areopagus: 
but fober men look upon it as one of the worft 
fteps in his adminiftration ; and it affords his 
enemies a fair topic for invidious remarks. I 
hope the view I have here given thee , noble 
fcribe, of the nature of the Athenian conffitution, 
and of their manner of carrying on public 
bufinefs , will not be difagreeable to thee, or 
afford unprofitable reflections to the council of 
Perfia ; thy favorable acceptance of this effay 
will encourage me to tranfmit more papers of 
the fame kind. I leave it to thy experienced 
!• 4 
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fagacity to compare the republican government 
of Athens with the monarchical one of thy 
native country ; to difcover the excellencies of 
each ; to trace out their refpe&ive imperfections ; 
and to determine, whether a conliitution, blendr 
ed of both , might not compofe the molt perfect 
form that human invention can ever expect to 
attain. But I know how difficult it -\yould 
prove to hit that juft medium; and how hard 
it is to prevent the fpirit of faction from mixing 
with that of reformation. Pardon my preemp- 
tion, and fuffer me to wilhalong continuance 
to thy ininiltry ; it is the fame thing as wilhing 
an increafe of honor and prolperity to Perfia. 
Adieu. ... 

From Athens. P. 

- 

. » * • • » • * ■ 

LETTER XI V. » 


■ i ' s - GoBRYAS to ClEANDER. 

■ , ' . y a • ».*• 1 f- ' 

r ' hou continueft, Oleander, to give frequent 

proofs of thy zeal and abilities in the difpatches 
which thou write!! to the minilters of the 
Perfian court. Our rpyal inafier is happy in 
pofleffing .fo good a fervant , particularly at a 
time, when , the wifdom of our counfels muft 
affift us to regain what we have loft by the 
misfortunes of our arms. Thy laft letters to 
Megabyzus and myfelf were particularly ac- 
:ceptab}e. .They fliow that, not contented with 
jbemg ^Jqarje annalift.of the public tranfa<ftion% 
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thou entered into the very genius and difpofi- 
tions of the people amongft whom thou relidelt; 
and that as thou converfeft with perfons the 
moft intelligent in the government and manners 
of Athens, fo thou art no lefs careful to enrich 
thy country with the fruits of thy knowledge. 
J. will only fuggeft this caution to thee , not to 
fuller the partial reprefentations which the 
Greeks make of their own policy and religion, 
to infpire thee with a dillike to thofe of Perlia; 
nor let the many inliances, which thou muft 
obferve , of a licentious liberty towards magis- 
trates and rulers , pervert thy affe&ions from 
the fovereign of the Ealt ; neither imagine that 
cuftoms which fuit the level. conditions of the 
members of a republic, would equally become 
the gravity and ltri<ft difcipline of a monarchy. 
Whatever informations thou canft acquire re- 
lating to the trade, revenues, or marine of 
Athens, her religious ceremonies or civil in- 
ftitutions , will not fail to recommend thy dili- 
gence to a prince, whofe goodnefs never forgets 
the rneanelt labors of his fervants , and whofe 
generouty takes every opportunity of rewarding 
them. As an earnelt of what thou mayfi expe6t, 
he fends thee, by this courier, a ring fparkling 
with a precious ftone taken out of the royal 
treafury , two Median horfes with rich ca- 
parifons , and a purfe of five hundred golden 
darics. Receive this regal munificence with 
gratitude , and prove by thy fervices , that thou 
art not unworthy fo great a mark of confidence 
and favor. It remains for me to inform thee, 
that feveral councils were lately held on Grecian 
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affairs ; in which it was debated, whether the 
great king fhould immediately offer his media- 
tion by a folemn embafly to the Athenians and 
the Peloponnefian allies; or whether he fhould 
fuffer the war to continue , till both tides were 
further weakened , and the loling party reduced 
to make application to us. The latter meafure 
has, I think, with good reafon, been chofen. 
It was confidered, that it feems more for the 
honor of Perfia not to enter into thefe affairs 
uninvited , and perhaps expofe her mediation 
to contempt. Befides, there is fome danger, 
•that if we difcover our intentions too early ^ 
'the natural jealoufies of the Greeks with regard 
to us , may be awakened ; a fenfe of their 
; mutual interefis may prevail over the fpirit of 
diffenfion and tumult, which now reigns among 
them ; and fo the game be played out of our 
hands, through our own want of dexterity in 
managing it. Whereas , by delaying to open 
the part which Perfia defigns to take in thefe 
• differences, the alarm which Sparta has con- 
ceived at the rifing greatnefs of Athens is fo 
great , that the war is likely to continue and 
grow hotter every year. The conquering party 
will increafe in their pretentions; the vanquish- 
ed, cxafperated by their Ioffes, unwilling to 
yield to thofe who were formerly their equals, 
and unable to defend themfelves , can have no 
where . recourfe for affiftance but to us; and 
thus the balance muft naturally be placed in 
our hands, and the Grecian ftates , diverted 
from making conquefis over us, will voluntarily 
fue lor protection against their powerful 
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* neighbours, to a country which they formerly 
defpifed and hated. But I forbear inlifting uport 
the advantages arifing to Perfia from this con- 
dud , it is every way fo agreeable to her true 
interefts, that it would be doubting thy judge- 
ment to enforce it by farther arguments. 

Advice from Lacedaemon allures us , that 
the leading men among the allies are determin- 
ed before the end of the year to fend a formal 
embafly to the great king , requeuing that he 
would enter into the league , and furnifti them 
with fupplies of men and money. Fail not to 
advertife , whether the Athenians have notice 
of this ; and whether they have any intention 
to follow an example fo glorious for Perfia. 

Before I conclude this difpatch , I ara to 
acquaint thee, by the king’s exprefs order, 
that he is fenfible , in cafe the plague breaks, 
out at Athens, (as it is reported,) of the dangers 
to which thou mult be expofed in a city not 
able to contain its numerous inhabitants, whofe 
ppefent inconveniencies fo terrible a diftrefs 
will necelTarily increafe ; and therefore he 
thinks it proper for thee to remove to a place 
which may be free from that calamity , and 
at the fame time not far from Athens. Thus, 
neither will thy own fafety be expofed, nor 
at. the fame time the king’s fervice receive any 
detriment. 

When thou read-eft this inftance of royal 
tendernefs for an ufeful minifter, and receiveft 
the marks of princely bounty which accom-. 
pany it, thou haft reafon to thank the mighty 
Oro masses , that thou art born a fubje& of 
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Perfia, and livelt under the reign of Arta- 

XERXES. 

From Sufa. P. 


LETTER XV. 

• • f • 

Hydaspes to Clean der. 

PIearing of the meflenger that was to fet 
out to you from Gobryas, I would not omit 
the opportunity it offers me of exprefling the 
concern I am under lor your fafety ; the latell 
reports from Greece having informed us, that 
they begin to be under difmal apprehenfions 
of the plague at Athens. It is faid , that the 
cattle 6 , as they graze in the meads adjacent 
to that city , are feized with the noxious 
vapors afeending from the earth , and fall 
inltantaneoufly dead ; the fure and common 
prefage that the fame calamity will foon extend 
itfelf to the human fpecies. I could with , 
therefore, you .were removed farther from the 
contagion. May at leaft tliofe propitious beings, 
who , under the great Oromasdes , are the 
guardians of our Itate , preferve the faithful 
minilter of the great ting, even amidlt the 
regions of death. I with you were fafe at 
Sufa, could the interelts of Artaxerxes be 
ferved fo well by any other perfon lefs valuable 
to all his friends. Whillt we enjoy the cle- 
mencies of a mild and wholefome air , thou 

* Ovfr,as fxt¥ 7 rpu~ov i 7 tuyj\o. Iliad, a. ■ t ' ' 
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in a rough and unpleafant country , expofed 
to the rigors of a northern tky , art' not only 
placed amidft tumults, depopulations, arid the 
alarms of war, but art expofed to evils which 
no human forecalt can ward againft; all which 
thou bearefi molt willingly for the fervice of 
Perfia. Excellent Oleander ! what reward 
will not thy merit call for? May fome happy 
day reltore thee to thy friends and country, 1 
where Megabyzus, who knows thy \vorth, 
will raife, thee to diltinguilhed honors , and 
place thee in fome tranquil Itation under the 
lmiles of our mighty fovereign. .That great' 
minifter knows fo well to allay the boifterous. 
fwellings and animolities of contending interefis, 
that peace and unanimity feem now entirely 
to prevail over faction and difcord ; and may 
they long continue undilturbed by the feditious 
efforts ot envy and ambition , in the Perfian 
court ! A fenfe too of duty, to the fupreme. 
being feems more fervent upon our minds th^ij, 
ufual ; though were we ever fo forgetful of it 
at other times , our late deliverances would 
ftrongly have demanded it from us at this,. 
And here it may not be unentertaining to men- 
tion to thee , with what religious care a folemn 
feftival w r as celebrated thereupon at Sufa. Forty 
days' were fet apart for feafts and facrifices 
during that time the court put on an extra- 
ordinary air of fplendor and cheerfulnefs ; but 
there were none of thofe loofer revels, which, 
commonly attend an excefs of rejoicing. The 
molt eminent of the Magi, from all the cqlleges 
in Perfia , were fummoned to be prefent at 
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the facrifices. The firft morning the chief of 
the Magi^ with a long train of his affociates, 
and the feveral minifters of the religious cere- 
monies following him ** l afcended the high eft 
of the mountains th^t environ Sufa to the north; 
clad in the facred veftments, his *. tiara inter- 
woven with myrtle. '; He bowed twice towards 
the riling fun ; , then led. the vi<5tirh to the ap- 
pointed ground , and the,re invoked the godi. 
Artaxerxes and the queen,. Xerxes, Sogdi- 
anus , Ochus, and Ausites, with all the other 
princes of the blood , yyere prefent at thefe 
holy rites... Each of the Magi fung oraifons in! 
their turn* to the, great author of the.woyld. 
But Ari m aspes , as chief in dignity , hadjufily 
the preference given him of hymning the praife 
of Oromasdes the beft. ^ ^ . Jlow at Jiifc 
u command , the wide ejQpanfe was filled with 
tx beings ; how , at his w ord ,! the bright and. 
il radiant fun firft, fprjead his. gilded rays, to, 
** cheer and gladden nature ; how the elements 
a . were difpafed by him, and the feeds of all 
' things ranged in order; how, by his .power* 
they are preferved, arid made the principles 
u of life and vegetation to/ajl creatures, which* 
u if he with-held hisfalutary influences* would 
<l fwarrn. at once with death and contagion;; 
c how , by him alone, the fubtle fteecps of 
* the air are kept untainted , and the earth 
a free from impurities and infe$ion hen,ce. 
i4 . that the whole expanfe is God, fince he per- 
a ‘va des the whole, and by his power is prelent 
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every where. " The fong being ended , you 
might have feen the awful lord of Alia proltrate, 

• , » u i * ] ‘ # 1 , 

on the earth ,1 acknowledging a much higher 
power ; a power upon whom he and all the 
princes, of the earth depend. The inferior, 
Klagi facrificed in their ordev , according to, 
their different inftitutions ; and joined at laft 
in one general fymphony of praife , while a 
hundred victims loft their breath, to the eternal 
fource of good. It was glorious to obferve, 
the long proceffion as it afcended up the (teep ; 
but more fo, to behold the vaft retinue and 
fplendid equipages fpreading over the fuminits 
of the highelt hills ; the fparkling enfigns of 
regality ; the (lately canopy blazing, with the 
gems of Indus; the rich caparifons of the ca- 
mels and horfes ; and then to fee the mightieft 
fatraps, together with their potent lord, defcend 
from their feats offtate, bowing themfelves all 
at once before the greater fovereign of the 
univerfe. When this folemn ceremony was 
ended , the whole company returned in the 
fame regular order in which they went. The 
proceffion entered the fpacious enclofure of 
the royal palace at the gate of Memnon, where 
a fumptuous entertainment was prepared. The 
king himfelf fat at one table with the princes 
of the blood , waited upon by the great officers 
of the houfehold: at another, the moft con- 
fiderable fatraps, and the generals of the army: 
at a third, the venerable body of the Magi; 
and at others , through the feveral (lately apart- 
ments of the palace , the inhabitants of Sufa. 
During the entertainment the halls re founded 
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with the melodious airs of women y and the 
enchanting (trains of the moft fkilful muficians. 
Nothing could be added to the fplendor , 
order, and variety that appeared on this oc- 
cafion. Thy friends wanted thee alone to 
complete their fatisfa&ion. This only confola- 
tion remains to them , that by undergoing a 
few temporary inconveniencies , thou art in 
the higheft degree ufeful to thy king and thy 
country. Adieu. L. 

From Sufa. , . . . ' , 


End of the firji Yeiir of the War. 
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A. M. 357/,. Third Year of the 87 th Olympiad. 
The fecond Year of the Peloponnefan W ar. 


I 


LETTER XVI. 

Oleander to Gobryas , Chief Scribe to 
Artaxerxes King of Perlia. 


received the difpatch which thou fentefl 
me by the courier Hydarnes ; and acknow- 
ledge myfelf highly honored , that I am thought 
worthy to partake in the fecret counfels of our 
great monarch , as well as fenlibly affected by 
the fignal generality and tendernefs which he 
Ihows for his faithful Have. I proltrate myfelf 
before the footfiool of his lhining throne, and 
wilh him length of days j a blelling which is 
fure to give perpetuity to the happinefs of 
Perfia, and the only one that remains to be 
added to the wifdom of his government j the 
greatnefs ot his foul, and the princely benevo- 
lence of his temper. 

I obeyed the command laid upon me to 
retire during the height of the plague , and 
have found an hofpitable retreat in the ifland 
ofSalamis; but I fear, though my own fafety 
is lefs endangered , I lhall be necelTarily flower 
in executing the king’s orders , and tranf- 
mitting accounts of Grecian affairs. If any 
delay Ihould happen, I hope it will not be imput- 
ed to ray negligence, but to the inconveniencies 
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of the times, and the difficulty of procuring 
intelligence here , through the caution of the 
magi (t rates. 

Juft before the plague broke out, the Pe- 
loponnefian army , under the command of 
Archidamus king of Sparta, made a fecond 
invafion into Attica ; they are now marched 
towards the mountain Larius , where the 
Athenians have filver mines. 1 believe the plan 
of the war will not be different from that of 
the laft year ; and this dreadful calamity takes 
away the flower of their citizens and .foldiers, 
and fo difpirits the reft , that Pericles does 
not think it prudent to hazard the iffue of a 
battle. In order , however , to make a di- 
. verfion , a fqua^ron of a hundred gallies is 
preparing to put to fea, which he intends to 
command himfelf. His enemies incenfe the ^ 
people agairift him, (who were never more 
haraffed and uneafy,) by faying , th# the vaft 
numbers he drew out of the country laft year 
increafe the contagion of the difternper. I gave 
the reafons of that meafure in a former . letter; 
and cannot help faying, that it is highly unjuft 
and unfair to charge him with all thofe crofs 
accidents of fortune which the molt refined 

f * * p \ 

human prudence and forecaft cannot prevent. 

It feems as unreafonable as to affert, that the 
plague is owing to his contrivance. By going 
admiral in perfon , he either intends to pre- 
fer ve his credit and keep up the fpirits of his 
countrymen by fome remarkable exploit , or 
elfe to withdraw hiinfeif from the clamors of. 
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his enemies, till the fury of the difeafe is a 
little abated. 

The refemblance of the fymptoms fliow r s, 
that the plague is of the lame ltrange nature 
as that which began in Ethiopia and Egypt, 
and afterwards ravaged the Perlian provinces. 

Every other ficknefs turns immediately- to 
this , which generally kills in feven or eight 
days , ■ after great pains and eruptions in all 
parts of the body , infatiate thirft, want of 
Sleep , and variety of circurnftances , which 
increafe the natural terrors and uneafinefs of 
death. It is very remarkable, that none who 
recover are ever feized with it a iecond time; 
yet even in fome of thefe it lirikes upon their 
fenfes , effaces the memory of all palfages of 
their lives, and makes them forget their neareft 
relations. What is molt furpriling, is that no 
certain remedies can be applied : a medicine 
that does good to one, is hurtful to another; 
and the care and clofelt attendance of the 
phyfician are as ufelefs, as the utmoft efforts 
of his art. 

The air i'tfelf partakes of the malignity; the 
birds drop down, as they fly along the ftreets; 
and the dead bodies , for want of interment, 
fhare the fame fepulchre with the brutes, and 
are caft out in the public Itreets , fo many 
loath fome and moving fpe#acles of mortality. 
The greatelt part of the inhabitants of the 
country , who for want of other accommoda- 
tions were forced to dwell in booths and huts 
fet up in the public places , are liable to the 
greatelt inconveniencies. The living and the 
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dead amongft them lie confufed in heaps, fomfe 
in the agonies of death , others lifting up their 
hands to heaven , and imploring the divine 
afliftance, and many gafping round the fountains, 
where they crowd to quench their thirlt. Nay, 
what is almoft incredible, a neglect of religion 
and the laws is introduced by the prevalence 
of this calamity; of the former, becaufe they 
fee the plague deltroys alike the pious and the 
wicked ; of the latter , becaufe no one expe&s 
his life will lait till legal jultice overtakes him. 
Indeed nothing contributes more to the dis- 
orderly condition they are in, than the \yant 
of proper regulations lor removing and attend- 
ing the lick , and burning the dead : and were 
they of an humor to Submit to any thing like 
reliraint , it might preferve them from the 
confulion and mifery they now undergo. Such 
is the difmal Itate of affairs at Athens; to which 
no Small relief is brought by the arrival of 
Hippocrates the famous Coan phyfician; who 
is determined , though at the hazard of his 
life, to devote himfelf entirely to the fervice 
of the difeafed. This generofity has fo fenfibly 
affe$,ed the people of Athens , that they refolve 
to beltow on him fome illuftrious mark of their 
elteem and favor. I need not mention, that 
they honor him the more, for having refufed 
the munificent offers of the great king, that 
he might be quite at liberty when Greece 
demanded his alliltance. 

I can allure thee , that the Athenians have 
no information yet of the Peloponnefian embaffy ; 
hut Pericles has agents in all parts, who will 
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not fail to give him early notice of it. There 
is a remarkable liory of him, that, upon giving 
in his accounts once to the people, in an article 
of fifteen talents no particular fervice was fpeci- 
jfied. His enemies taking the advantage, im- 
mediately infilled he lhould explain it j to whieh 
he replied very readily , that this fum was 
employed on a fervice of great importance, 
which it was abfolutely necelfary to keep fecret. 
The people were fatisfied , and made no farther 
inquiry. It is generally fuppofed , that thefe 
fifteen talents were laid out at Sparta , to keep 
off a war, till the Athenians were better prepar- 
ed for it. The Lacedaemonians have a fine op- 
portunity , if they make the belt ufe of this 
campaign ; but I am told they are difcontented 
with Archidamus their general, who declared 
himfelf openly againlt the war , and is unwil- 
ling. to engage his Hate too far in it. Befide*s, 
nothing confiderable can be done again!! the 
Athenians by land , and they always have a 
good fleet at fea, to guard their coalts,’ in- 
terrupt the commerce of their enemies, and 
prevent the defe&ion of their allies. I fend 
thee inclofed a lilt of the allies on both fides , " 
and the contributions they furnifh towards the 
war. The Athenians are abfolute mailers over 
theirs , whereas the feparate interelts amongft 
the Peloponnefians embarrafs their military 
operations for want of unanimity. Excufe, 
potent minilter, the difmal fcene of death and 
defolation , which I fet before thee in the 
former part of this difpatch ; but I might juftly 
have been elteemed infenfible , if the little I 
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faw myfelf , and the large accounts I received 
from others , had made only a tranlient irn- 
preffion. Compaflion is a common tribute to 
the miferies and infirmities which human na- 
ture is expofed to; and a generous mind like 
thine pays it willingly to the worft of its foes.. 
Much more then let the humbleft fervant of 
Artaxerxes , the faithful Cleander , claim 
fome lhare of pity in his hazardous fituation. 
But he repines not at his fate; he fhould think 
it honorable to perilh in the fervice of his 
matter. ■ He is thankful to Oromasdes for the 
life he ftill enjoys, and refers the uncertain 
events . of futurity to his over - ruling will.' 
Adieu. 


From Salamis. 


P. 


Allies of The Athenians. 

. . ( 
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The Chians, Lefbians, Plataeans, Corcyraeans, 
molt of the Acarnanians, Meffenians, &c. 

. , . * - * # . \ 

Allies of the Lacedaemonians.; 

* # i ' 

» * • ) f 1 ‘ / » 

All Peloponnefus, except Argos and Achaia ; 
the Megareans, Pliocians, Locrians , Boeotians, 
Ambraciots, Leucadians, and Ana6lorians. 
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LETTER XVII. 

t 

* * 

' Smerdis to Cleander. 

ere the fvveeteft retirement a fufficient 
afylum from care, the Magi would be exempt- 
ed from thofe reflections , which prey upon 
the minds of unhappy mortals. We inhabit 
thofq groves, which have been the manfions 
of the wife and virtuous by the appointment 
of Zoroastres , who blelled them with his 
abode ; and whole memory {till warms our 
brealis with a noble enthufiafm. We point 
out in our pleafed imagination the paths he 
trod, and the places he took molt delight in: 
here, fay w 7 e, wutliin the fpacious arch of this 
cave he penned his divine precepts ; on the 
Hope of yonder hill, or under the fhade of 
that ancient cedar , he repofed himfelf, and 
while his eyelids Ihut out the piercing light, 
his foul was open to the milder influence of 
Oromasdes. He held an intercourfe with the 
heavenly bodies from the fummit of this pyr- 
amid , or of that mount, whofe tides are 
covered with odorous lhrubs, that fcarcely afford 
a perplexed path to its top. The very air of 
this country is perfumed and of a purer draught; 
the iky more ferene and of a brighter azure; the 
profpeCfs beautiful and various, fince nature is 
not only favorable to us , but has received all 
the improvement Ihe was capable of, without 
being difguifed by art.- Immenfe wealth has 
been bellowed on her cultivation , yet the 
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richnefs of her drefs feems to arife from the 
genius of the place. You are furprifed at the 
elegance that appears, yet can fee nothing but 
\vhat hears a refemblance to fomething you 
have obferved in rude nature ; like a miflrefs 
of a well-ordered family, though lhe receives 
you with the utmoft delicacy and magnificence, 
it is with that eafe , that Ihe feems not to be 
at any trouble, or to have been put out of her 
ordinary courfe for your entertainment. 

Yet I mult confefs , amidlt thefe delightful 
fcenes , fapred to peace and the contemplation 
of everlalting Oromasdes, I am not without 
fome anxiety for your fafety , O Ceeander! 
when I confider your hazardous lituation for 
the feryice of Perfia , and your zeal for that 
monarch , who outfhines all his predecefl'ors in 
juftice, who will not fail to reward the fuccefs, 
which your zeal and penetration promife to 
our affairs. Your fteady affeCtion has gained 
you much confidence with the great, and your 
perfect knowledge of the language, interelts, 
and politics of our enemies, no lefs than thofe 
of Perfia, give great alfurance to your friends, 
that you lhall one day be recalled from your 
obfcurity to be raifed high in the court of Sufa. 
Your merit to your country will meet with 
other recompence than the jealoufy of Greece 
generally affords her benefactors. The fovereign 
of the Ealt is too generous to fufpeCt rivallhip 
in his faithful fervants., and will look upon 
the influence you lhall gain in the ftates of 
Greece , as the greateft teftimony of your 
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I fometimes reflect on the worft that can 
befal you , from the prying difcernment of the 
people you converfe with , or thofe who are 
jealous of your credit at the court ; but the 
fagacity of your prince will guard you from 
your domeltic foes ; and fhould the popular 
violence of Athens make itfelf accountable for 
your death, Alia would pour forth its numerous 
troops to revenge fo bafe an indignity to the 
fervant of Artaxerxes. Perhaps you will think 
this lofty (train proceeds more from the zeal 
of a Perfian , than my true fentiinents , hnce 
we have experienced that a numerous army, nay 
I might fay numerous nations in arms , have 
been found unequal to the (lender but well- 
eondutSed pow er of thofe final ler (tates ; our 
foldiers have been diftrefled and fcaltered y 
though equal in number to all the inhabitants 
of Greece. But may I not hope, Ci.ea.nder, 
that that infinuating evil , luxury , the parent 
of all our lhame and misfortunes , has at laft 
found a place amonglt our enemies? Has not 
fecurity , the refult of fuccefs , relaxed their 
fevere morals , and introduced emafculating 
pleafures, to which alone they are obliged for 
the advantages they gained over us ? Are not 
thefe the Grecian refinements we hear fo much 
of? Does not that bpafied fuperiority in arts 
and politenefs (from whence they brand all 
the world with the name of Barbarians ) break 
out into extravagancy of drefs , diet, and de- 
portment? And has not By this time the un- 
reftrained populace , intoxicated with vidory, 
miftaken licentioufnefs for liberty? Or is it 
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polfible, that a people fo free and fo fuccefsful 
lhould continue upon their guard againlt thefe 
worlt of ioes? No certainly, Clean der , the 
Perfian luxury' - mult be part of their acquilitions, 
which , like the fatal pelfilence that occalioned 
fuch defolation in this empire, palled through 
Afia into Greece, and now preys upon our 
foes, mult take its lalt relidence with them; 
a difeafe more deltriuSive than the peliilence, 
and which will baffle the Ikill of that haughty 
Coan phylician , who , had he more lives than 
ever his art preferved , would deferve to forfeit 
them all in tortures for his infolence to the 
world’s greatelt monarch. I need not tell you, 
(what I doubt not is the boalt of every Greek,) 
that when he was conjured to pafs over into 
Afia , by a promife of that friendlhip whiqh 
princes fue for, and to lhare in that wealth 
which is the tribute of three hundred provinces, 
he anfwered difdainfully, he would not defert 
his country to ferve a Barbarian. Shame to 
the kingdom of Cyrus , that his fuccelfors , 
before whom the mighty fatraps proltrate them- 
felves to the earth , and whofe name is awful 
to half mankind, lhould become the fcorn of 
an ignoble Coan ! But the Almighty has pun- 
ilhed him, by transferring that evil on his 
own country , which he refufed to fupprefs 
in Perfia ; w r hich may teach us , that the 
worlhippers of Oromasdes are not forfaken, 
fince , though he has denied fuccefs to our 
arms , he has himfelf chaltifed the infolence 
of our foes. 

From Bajch in Ba6tria. ' H. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Cleander to Orsames. 

I have been informed of thy rifing character 
not only from the chamberlain Hydaspes , but 
the common voice of lame ; and am the more 
confirmed in the juft expectations I had con- 
ceived of thee , from the late honor of thy 
letter. The wifelt legiflators of Greece have 
generally made it one of their excellent laws, 
that the yqung men lhould pay refpefl to the 
fage inlirueiions of their elders. But furely , 
if this maxim may at any time be fet alidey.it 
ought never to be more reverfed than in our 
correfpondence. For when I confider the luftre 
of thy parts, and the reach of thy knowledge,, 
at a time of life which brings lew even to the 
exercife of reafon ; I amufe myfelf with the 
agreeable thoughts of profiting by thy informa- 
tion ; far, verv far from imagining,, that any 
thing which falls from Cleander can be of 
fervice to Orsames. However, as I fhall always 
be proud to Ihow every mark of regard to a 
nobleman of your quality and hopes, I can 
allure thee, generous lord, that I think inyfelf 
highly honored by the particular and diftinguilh- 
ing proof, thou haft granted me, of thy favor. 

It is with the utmoft fatisfadion I obferve, 
how much thou canft difdaki the oltentation 
and luxury of the Perfian nobflity ; and rather 
employelt thyfelf in the ufeful purfuits of 
knowledge , than wandereft in the deftrudlive 
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path of intoxicating pleafure. To fay the truth* 
when I reflect on this particular, I admire 
thee for anticipating the experience without 
the infirmity of years > and moderating the 
fever of youth without lofing the true fpirit 
of it. Thou haft made' it thy bufinefs , from 
the very earlieft days of thy infancy , to ac- 
quaint thyfelf with the religion, laws, and 
conftitution of thy country ; and art now tra- 
velling through other regions , to furvey the 
temper , cuftoms , and policy of thofe w ho 
differ from us. Thy epiftle from Babylon is 
fufficient to convince me, thou art well qualified, 
from thy curiofity and eagernefs , to procure 
the exatfteft intelligence ; from thy judgment 
and difcretion , to feled the moft interefting 
circumfiances ; from thy ingenuity and good 
fcnfe , to relate them in the moft accurate 
manner ; from thy prudence and fagacity , to 
draw the beft and moft rational inferences from 
them all. I am extremely impatient to learn 
a few particulars of that extraordinary people 
the Egyptians ; who inhabit a country , as 
remarkable for the polity of its laws , the 
wifdoin of its religion, and the knowledge of 
its priefts , as for the trade of its cities, the 
grandeur of its buildings , and the fertility of 
its foil. When thou enterefi into that ftorehoufe 
of wealth and commerce, (for fo it may be 
termed with juftice,) that repofitory of all 
facred and profane fcience , thou wilt be wrapt 
in pleafure and*aftonifhrncnt , at the variety, 
not to fay profufion , of bleffings, w ; hich art 
and nature have poured out, for the fubfiftence* 
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convenience , and ornament of that happy 
nation. A man of thy underftanding will find, 
a fecret delight in tracing out the fteps of the 
great heroes of antiquity ; he will be ftudious 
of fearching into the annals of their ftory, and 
will meet with no fmall entertainment in hear- 
ing of the victories and military virtue of Se- 
sostris , or the peaceful arts and government 
of Osiris. He will lifien with attention to 
the philofophical precepts and dark oracles of 
the priefts ; he will inveftigate the long records 
of lunar years, and unveil the myfterious fyftem 
ofaftronomy, and frame of nature , with much 
labor and toil. He will vifit their public edifi- 
ces, and the palaces of their kings, with admira- 
tion ; and behold the temples of their gods with 
reverential regard. Thofe ftupendous works of 
antiquity, which ftill exift there, can by no 
means efcape the prying curiofity of his foul, 
or the careful diligence of his inquiries. He 
will view the pyramids and maufoleums, which 
have been preferred entire through a long courfe 
of centuries, the wonder of the world, with 
fpeculations of a moral kind. He will look 
upon them , as erecled by the molt powerful 
princes of the earth for a memorial of their 
pride to future ages, and as intended rather for 
*an amazing fpecftacle to the living , than as 
places of repofe to the dead. He will confider, 
that the founders of thofe monuments clofed 
up the lafi feene of their falfe greatnefs in life, 
by raifing thefe altars to their vanity : and gave 
in death an example to mankind of the ex- 
treme littlenefs of mortal arrogance, by mingling 
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their own duft with fo poor a fhare of that 
earth , which once was not fufficient to contain 
them. 

The next period of thy journey leads thee 
into Greece, a country very different from that 
of Egypt, hoth in the qualities of its climate, 
and the manners of its people. Infiead of the 
fplendor and magnificence , which appears in 
the cities of the latter, thou wilt find a ge- 
neral turn to parlimony and frugality among 
the inhabitants of the former. Inliead of the 
peace and unanimity , which exifts under a 
monarchical government , the popular frame 
of the Grecian republics is continually fhaken 
by domefiic faction. Athens, through the ex- 
tent and abundance of her trade, the induftry 
and ceeonomy of her people, the wifdom and 
courage of the great men fhe has produced, 
hath for many years bom the principal fway 
in their counfels. But the ftates of Pelopon- 
nefus , fomewhat envious of her authority, 
have at length determined to deftroy it. A 
violent peftilence , and a ftrong oppofition to 
the meafures of Perici.es , their chief advifer 
in this war., are at the fame time broke out 
among the citizens. Pericles, with no other 
reftraint on the caprice of his countrymen , 
than what his own diferetion can commafid, 
withfiands the clamors of party, and the 
» ft outeft efforts of fedition. However, he cannot 

hold it long; for I eafily conje&ure, from the 
prefent pofture of affairs, that his enemies will 
never leave him , till they have wrefted the 
reins of power from his hands. But mpre 
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of this, when I ftiall enjoy the honor of thy 
company and converfation in the town of 
Athens , which is the place of my relidence 
and bulinefs. 

In the mean time give me leave to fay , 
that I with the improvement thou receive!! 
from thy travels , may be equal to thy laudable 
thirft alter knowledge: at leali I know the 
refult of them will , one day , lie applied to 
the glory and fecurity of our fovereign and 
the Perlian empire. Thus , inftead of meanly 
depending on the noble actions of thy anceftors, 
as the only merit thou carift boaft, thy repu- 
tation will be as much fuperior to theirs , as 
thy virtues are fuperior. By this means thou 
wilt reflect a lultre on the fame of thy fa- 
thers ; thou wilt become an honor 4) thyfelf 
and family; an ornament and fervice to thy 
friends and thy country. Adieu. 

C. 

I had al mo ft forgotten to tell thee, that by 
the goodnefs of the king I am permitted to 
retire to Salamis, during the infe<Sion of the 
plague. 


LETTER XIX. 

Oleander to Hydaspes. 

f J_ 'h y accounts of the marriage at Ecbatana, 
and the thankfgiving facrifice on the hills pf 
Sufa, were fo kindly and agreeably written, 
that I ihould appear inexcufably negligent in 
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the cultivation of that friemlfhip , which 1 
efieein an honor to my character, if I fullered 
a want of equal materials to plead my excufe 
for not anfwering them. It is needlefs to 
trouble thee with a long relation of the dif- 
trefs of the Athenians , lince , betides the exa& 
information thou halt already met with , I am 
afraid it would prove a very melancholy re- 
turn to the pleafing cheerfulnefs of thy letters. 
But if pleafures of a private nature , in which 
thy friend is concerned , can add any thing 
to the fatisfa&ion thou receive!! from thofe of 
a public one, 1 will give thee a defeription of 
my retirement into Salamis , during the con- 
tagion of the plague; and the manner in which 
I employ my leifure hours. My old patron 
Philemon, through a laudable zeal in the fer- 
vice of his country, refolves to abide in the city, 
though at the peril of his owm life. In the 
mean while , he has intrufted me with the 
charge of his family , and has fent us to his 
country-feat in this place, which is lituated but 
a few furlongs from the coat! of Attica. 

Salamis is a fmall illand of about two 
hundred and twenty ftadia in circumference, 
remarkable for a complete vitftory gained over 
the fleet of Xerxes by the condu6t of Themis- 
tocles. It contains within that little compafs 
a mot! furprifing variety of hills and vales , 
rocks and plains, rivers and meadows fruitful 
fields and fpacious lawns. Thefe are diverfified 
with many beautiful villas , belonging to the 
principal cizizens and magiftrates of the town 
of Athens. Several plantations offruit and l'oreft 
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trees , all ftrangers to the foil and climate of 
Perlia, are here cultivated by the fkill of the 
careful inhabitant; and contribute in a great 
meafure to the romantic air and confufion of 
the landfcape. On the furnmit of a lofty 
mountain , in the very middle of the ifland , 
you are prefented with the noblelt and molt 
extenfive prof peel in the world. One view 
to the north (to fay nothing of the pleafant 
country lying at your feet) commands Megara 
and Athens , with the fhips in the Piracan 
harbour, through a confiderable tra$ of land 
in the territories of Boeotia. Towards the 
fouth , the cities of Argos , Mycenae , and 
Epidaurus , rife full before your eyes. To 
the eaft, you are foon {truck with thofe nu- 
merous ifles, called the Cyclades, which ap- 
pear like fo many pointed rocks difperfed over 
the /Egean fea; and to the welt, you furvey 
the Ifthmus, with the ftately buildings of Co- 
rinth. The houfe and gardens of my friend 
are plain and homelv . unadorned with the 
pride of ealtern magnificence , and improved 
by the Attic elegance of their owner. I fre- 
quently compare them with thofe of Alcinous 
in the Grecian Homer ; and find the fame 
fimplicity in both , free from the falfe orna- 
ment and pomp of luxury. My time has of 
late been a good deal taken up (when the 
bulinefs of the king would permit me) in the 
perufal of the Grecian poets and hiftorians. 
As thy curio (ity will perhaps make thee de- 
firous of being acquainted with their names 
and writings , I will fill .this difpatch with 
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the clearelt account I have been able to obtain 
of them. 

For this purpofe I fhall begin with thofe, 
who have done molt honor to the art of poetry; 
fince it was originally the chief vehicle, by 
which the knowledge of government, religion, 
or philofophy , was conveyed to the dark un- 
derltandings of mankind. The firlt founders 
of the fabulous theology are uncertain. Linus, 
Orpheus, and Mus/eus are remembered with 
fome general marks of elteem, even in thefe 
ages of Greece. But their hiltory is too un- 
certain and fictitious to bear a ferious relation. 
We mult defcend therefore immediately to 
Hom£r, who was at once the firlt and greateft 
poet of antiquity. The fubjeift of his admired 
performance is the liege of Troy , and the 
adventures of the Grecian heroes , particularly 
of Ulysses, on their returning, after a long 
abfence, to their native kingdoms. He is faid to 
have flourilhed between two and three hundred 
years after the deltruc'fion of that potent em- 
pire ; and the Greeks retain fuch an high ve- 
neration for his memory , that many towns ftill 
contend for the honor of his birth. Smyrna 
carries the fairelt title of them all ; in con- 
fidence whereof Ihe has ere&ed a temple to 
his name, and the people worlhip him with 
the facred rites of adoration. Conlider him in 
his perfon and fortune, he is reprefented as a 
ftrolling indigent bard. Conlider him in the 
qualities of his mind, pofTelTed of every natural 
and acquired endowment human nature is ca- 
pable of, it is ijnpoffible to refufe him that 
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reverence and regard , which is fo juftly due 
to the u lather of the Grecian poets. ” At the 
fame time I cannot be of their opinion, who 
afcribe the rife of all military and civil policy* 1 
religion and learning; to the genius of IIomer. 

It is enough to tran fruit his praife to the lateft 
pofterity, that the warmth and fpirit of his 
exprellion is equal to the lirength and loftinefs 
of his thought, and theboldnefs of his imagina- 
tion to the fertility of it. To this give me leave 
to add, that the beauty and contrivance of his 
fables, the rnufic and variety of his numbers, 
and the regular compolition of the whole, have 
raifed the dignity of epic poetry in its infancy, 
if not at its very birth , to an inimitable period 
of perfedion ; infomuch that futurity fhall 
wonder, without being able to arrive at it. 
Hesiod was a native of Cuma in ALtolia, and 
removed foon after his birth to Afcra in Boeotia, 
Iiis writings are efieemed next in antiquity and 
value to thofe of Homer. Some have wantonly 
made them contemporaries, and pretend to fay, 
that Hesiod got the better of Homer in a poetical 
difpute. But this is highly improbable, lince 
it inav be confeffed , without detracting from 
his real merit, that Hesiod. is by no means 
lxis equal. Betides, the nature of their talents 
is as different, as the ftyle of their poems. The 
one excels more in fublimity than in accuracy; 
is lefs indebted to art than to nature ; more 
engaged in the tumults of war , than the quiet 
of retirement. The other is rather fludious 
of plainnefs than fublimity; lefs fond of orna- 
ment ; ; than propriety ; more addicted to the 
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images of a rural life, than the bufy fcenes of 
a public one. The lirnplicity of his parts, and 
the agreeable foftnefs of his difpolition, are 
evident from his choice of a ftyle between 
loftinefs and meannefs , which is well fuited 
to the undiliurbed tranquillity of his ftation 
and temper. His fuccefs in this kind of poetry 
is fufficient to jultify his claim to the fecond 
rank , without ever placing him in competition 
with Homer for the firfi. They tell an odd 
ftory of him, which tliows him to have been 
a man of either humor or caprice. For acciden- 
tally as he one day overheard a potter at his 
daily labor finging fonie of his verfes with an 
ill accent and cadence , he threw himfelf down 
on the poor man’s brittle property; at which * 
the fellow immediately cried out, “ why do 
you fpoil my work ? ” “ Becaufe , ” anfwered 
Hesiod, “ you fpoil mine.” 

Alcaeus excelled in a different way both 
from Homer and Hesiod ; but was more de- 
li rous of acquiring .reputation in the capacity' 
of a foldier and a patriot , than in that of a 
poet. His pretenfions however to the two 
former, are not fo well grounded as his preten- 
lions to the latter. For as to his military glory, 
it appears , that in a battle between the Athe- 
nians and Mytileneans he fled fuddenly from 
the engagement , and difhonorably left his 
Ihield in the poffeffion of an enemy. And as 
to his zeal in the fervice of his country , noU 
withftanding his violent oppofition to the mea^ 
lures of Pittacus , the .prudent tyrant of My-> 
tilene, , . he was ambitious of afpiring to tha£ 


Digitized by 


LETTERS. 


79 


arbitrary command, which lie blamed in the 
hands of another. All bis writings are in the 
lyric ftrain , and compofed in a very line inea- 
fure peculiar to himfelf. He has happily united 
clofenefs with magnificence , fpi lit with cor- 
retftneft, and the utmofi Itrength of judgment 
with the warmth of fancy ; and though his 
mufe is generally employed in matters of love 
and gallantry, yet he always fhows himfelf fit 
for fubjects of a nobler nature. Since I have 
mentioned Alcaeus , I thould not omit his fa- 
mous contemporary Sapfiio, who flourilhed 
in Mytilene about the forty-fourth olympiad, 
and was a woman of no great beauty , but of 
infinite delicacy and wit; enough, one thould 
have thought, to atone for her other defects. 
She difdained the moft paftionate addrelfes of 
AlCjEUs ; and upon his whifpering to her one 
day, “ that lie had fomelhing to tell her, but 
' “ was afhamed of it,” the anfwered with a • 
jult indignation, “ that if he had no reafon to 
be afhamed of it, he would not conceal it.’' 
Her cruelty to him is the more remarkable, 
becaufe the was much enamoured of one 
Phaon , whofe unkindnefs in leaving her, as 
it was the occafion of her fineft performances, 
fo it was the caufe of her death. She had a 
wonderful vein of inlinuation and foftnefs , 
which , even now , gives her writings fuclx a 
powerful fway over the tendered affe&ions of 
.human nature. There is fomething fo graceful 
and unaffetfted in her expreffion and fentiments, 
fo fmooth and harmonious in her numbers , 
that the title of “tenth mufe,” bellowed on 
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her by the common voice of Greece, is no 
more Ilian a due teftimony of refped to the 
merit of her poetry. 

Archilochus was a native of Paros, and held 
in elteem as a poet , about the fame time with. 
Sappho and Alcaeus. He generally palfes 
among the Greeks for the inventor of a pe- 
culiar meafure, called Iambic verfe; but a man 
of learning allured me, that there is a piece 
of Homer’s, named Margites , ft ill extant, that 
proves the contrary. His way of writing is 
Itrong and nervous, fhort and pointed, witty 
and fatirical, but tinctured with fo much gall 
and malice , that he himfelf profefl’es , “ he 
could fpare neither friend nor foe. ” They 
tell a remarkable ftory of him , that one Ly- 
cambes having offered him his daughter in mar- 
riage , and afterwards refilled to give her, 
Archilochus lalhed them with fuch rancor 
and feverity, that he and his daughter both 
hanged themfelves. 

Some years after lived Anacreon of Teos 
in Ionia, a man of eafe and pleafure, dividing 
his time betwixt the amufements of wine, love, 
and poetry. He was fo prolelfed an enemy to 
care and bufinefs , that when his patron Po- 
lycrates of Samos made him one day a pre- 
fent of live talents , it dilturbed his lleep ; fo 
he carried it back again the next , and told 
him , “ that how conliderable foever the fum 
** might be, it was not a rew r ard equal to the 
trouble of preferving it. ” His writings are 
agreeable to the freedom of his behaviour ; fo 
that he draws a very lively pi&ure of his own 
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character in the feveral touches of nature , that 
are to be found in his odes and fonnets. We 
may compare his mufe to his miftrefs ; ihe 
feems airy, loofe, and negligent, and is drefled 
up with more art, the more the hides the ap- 
pearance of it. He lived eighty-five years in 
one continued feries of health and retirement. 
To make his death conformable to his life, 
he is faid to have been choked with a grape- 
fione in his wine. 

I fhall not trouble thee with any memoirs 
of Alcman , Bacchylides , Ibycus , Stesi- 
chorus, and Simonides; though they excelled 
each in their different way , and the laft of 
them hath particularly recorded , inverfe, the 
four fights of Marathon , Thermopylae, Sa- 
lami s , and Platjea. But of all thofe,*who 
contributed to fupport the grandeur of the 
lyric mufe, Pindar mult be mentioned with 
molt regard. His poems were com po fed in 
honor of feveral conquerors, at the llthmian, 
Pythian, Nemeaean, or Olympic games ; and 
give us a notion of the highelt tranfport and 
elevation , to which this art can be advanced. 
His defigns are fo valt , his ftyle fo daring, his 
thoughts fo ftriking and uncommon , that it 
requires as much attention to read him, as to 
imitate others. He has often been cenfured 
as too unbridled and irregular; yet this is not 
the lealt of his beauties, fince an ode is in- 
tended more to raife our fancy, than to inform 
our judgment. It is adapted to the fire and 
majelty of Pindar; his imagination is on the 
wing ; he cannot fiay for words to exjtreis 
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himfelf methodically; he ufes the boldeft fort 
of painting ; he gives us a general likenefs of 
his hero , without finifhing the features. Thus 
has he triumphed over the labors of art, and 
extorted this approbation from mankind, that 
he alone is the u perfect and unrivalled matter 
of the Grecian Lyre.” The Athenians pride 
themfelves to this day in an a6t of uncommon 
generofity, which they performed towards this 
admired poet. His own countrymen , the 
Thebans, having fined him in a large fum of 
money , for the particular regard he pays every 
where to Athens in the courfe of his odes , 
and his neglecft of Thebes , that was his native 
city, the people of Athens honorably difcharged 
the fine, and proved themfelves not unworthy 
of the great etteem which Pindar had con- 
ceived for them. '' 

I fhould proceed in the next place to the 
dramatic poetry of Athens, and the writers of 
hiftory: however, as to the former, thou wilt 
forgive me, if I fay nothing of it at prefent, 
fince it really feems fo interwoven with the 
frame of the Athenian conftitution , that an 
account of it would hardly be fo proper for 
the perufal of a friend , as of a minifter of 
Hate: and as to the latter, I mutt delay the 
little materials I have colle&ed upon that fub- 
i e&, to another letter. But I detain thee too 
long from the prefence of thy prince , whofe 
affetftion thou haft fecured by the duty of thy 
obedience; and whofe bounty , by the zeal of 
thy fervice. Adieu. 

• * from Salamis. C. 
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LETTER XL 

Oleander to Smerdis the Mage . 

nr 

S. he miferies of the eaftern world, whilft 
the plague lalted in thofe parts, much engaged 
xny attention and my pity; and it feerned , as 
if the angry gods had intended by a variety of 
evils to extirpate the race of mortals from the 
earth. But fure their hotteft vengeance was 
referred for tliefe devoted regions , and is now 
inflicted in the molt complicated calamities that 
ever have befallen human kind. For that liafty 
and invifible deltroyer, which had ravaged tiie 
Perfian empire, begins now to fpread itfelf 
through thefe parts , at a time when civil dif- 
cord infefts the Grecian bates , and depopulates 
their nUft flouri thing communities, worfe than 
ever the Barbarian would have done. Who 
fhall defcribe the terrors of the war the ruins 
and devaltations of many large and fruitful 
diltri6ls , which fuffer not more from lioliile 
fury, than from the policy of their own native 
inhabitants? By them are the molt cultivated 
plains converted into folitary deferts; while 
the bare neceflaries , to fupport a lingering 
life of mifery , are depofited in the principal 
cities only. Befides the numberlefs hardlhips 
which are undergone at Athens , while the 
whole people of Attica are pent up within the 
narrow bounds of that lingle metropolis, with 
thefe . and many more circumlianees of their 
dilirefs , the plague, which daily iacreafes, 
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mult , among fuch a fvvarm of unhappy fa- 
milies , make a far more terrible havock here 
v than it has elfevvhere done. Thefe miferies , 
though I myfelf, by leave of our molt gracious 
monarch , enjoy a fecurer Itation at Salamis, 
yet fill my mind with that conl'ufion and medley 
of paffions , as if from a rock I beheld the tof- 
fings of a tempeftuous ocean, and faw the Ihat- 
tered barks breaking in pieces amidlt the mer- 
cilefs flielves and waves. But fay , venerable 
Smerdis , who , in thofe fequeflered lhades 
facred to everlalting peace, enjoyelt the friendly 
intercourfe of fuperior beings! whofe hallowed 
foul, unruffled by the Itorm of paffions, and 
pure from every guilt , is a manfion for the 
great Oromasdes; whofe calmefi influence raifes 
there no frantic tranfports, no unnatural emo- 
tions : fay, why is Arimanius permitted to 
difiurb and invert the order of Or^iasdes’s 
•works? Whether from his influence, that the 
mind of man isfo eafily perverted , and refufes 
to be under the guidance of thofe principles, 
which alone could dire<ft it aright. Is it, alasl 
by the mitigations of this evil demon , that it 
turns afide from the paths of virtue, and neg- 
le<5ling the true fcheme of rational life, per- 
plexes itfelfwith many vain and painful delires, 
till it is at length bewildered in an endlefs 
labyrinth of hurtful purfuits ? And is it then, 
that in confequence of this depravity fo far 
owing to his own malignant influences, that 
the curft Arimanius is afterwards permitted 
to exhauft his utmolt malice in punilhing thofe 
by all kind of natural evils , whom he himfelf 
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hath feduced and rendered obnoxious to them? 
Will the good and gracious Oromasdes fuller 
tills to be? Teach me to l'olve thefe difficul- 
ties; inlirud me better, if it be lawful, in the 
circuinftances of our nature, and lhow me how, 
amidlt all thefe intricacies , to maintain the 

; ower and juftify the goodnefs of Oromasdes. 

hefe indeed are lpeculations which ill befit 
me, and to which 1 have little time to attend 
in my prefent fituation and employment. But 
the miferies , which are daily reprefented to 
me, polfefs my mind with fuch foleinn gloom,, 
that 1 cannot forbear often to indulge the 
anxious wanderings of my own thoughts therein. , 
It is in thofe peaceful manlions where you in- 
habit that the mind is at liberty to examine- 
into thefe abfirufer doctrines; and enlightened 
by the eternal Oromasdes, may reflect upon 
itfelf the lively image of his beloved emana- 
tion, truth. Happy were thofe minutes, and 
I lhall always rank them among the happieft 
of my whole life , which I fpent with you 
in divine converfation , when I travelled into 
Ba#ria. How tranfported do I call to mind 
the hours when I was permitted to mingle; 
among the learned crowd , and lay at your 
feet , while you prefided in the fchools of the 
Magi! But how inexpreffible is the remembrance 
of fome few happy- times, when with you I 
wandered in thofe blifsful paths , which hea- 
venly contemplation fieems before all others to : 
have chofen for her peculiar abodes. It grieves 
me , faithful Smerdis, that any anxiety (hould 
difeompofe you amidil thofe delightful fqejies , 
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much more , any about my fafety. A true zeal 
for the ferviceof the Perlim monarch, to whom 
I am bound in the ftricleft allegiance from the 
perfonal regards I owe him , has more than 
any other conlideration attached me to his 
interells. • Whatever then be ordained my fate, 
I fhall endeavour with the greateft compofure 
to fu bruit to it. For that being, whom I have 
learnt among you to adore with a purer worth-ip, 
that immaterial and invifible, call him Oro^ 
Masdes , or whatever other name fhall beft 
exp refs him to us, however clouds and darknefs 
at prefent are about him, or at leaft involve 
our weaker underftandings, cannot, 1 am per- 
fuaded , but be both powerful, juft, and good; 
neither will I believe that he who fincerely 
feeks to pleafe him by aCting virtuoufly , will 
in the event of things be neglected by him. 
In the midft of thefe calamities at Athens, the 
famous Hippocrates is arrived there; a man 
fo eminent for his excellent Ikill and fuccefs 
in phyfic , that the greateft king thought no 
price too high to purchafe him ; a man , whofe 
upright integrity , undaunted conftancy , and 
love of the Grecian name endears him to the 
Athenians beyond their greateft benefactors , 
as his forementioned excellencies raife their 
efteem and veneration for him, as if their god 
Apollo or j®sculapius were come down among 
them.* And though it were prefumption alrnoft 
in any thing to differ from thee, (and furely 
thy zeal for the Perfian glory, and extreme 
veneration of the great king , can never be too 
much applauded,) yet fay, O gentle Smerom, 
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can fuch a man deferve fo fevere a cenfure? 
The refufal is indeed aftonifliing; fueh wealth, 
fuch power, fuch intereft with the greateft 
monarch of the world , were a bribe almolt 
lor .the ftricStelt virtue. But Hippocrates can 
all this withltandr amazing obftinacy a Perfian 
would call it, lince the.fubjeds of the great 
king have learnt to fall before his throne, and 
proftrate themfelves at his footftool as to the 
Ihrine of foine god ; and I doubt not but cuftoml 
has fo well reconciled to them a government^ 
which the Greeks call flavery, that they dd 
this with the heartieft veneration > for their 
fovereign ; and where fo Excellent. a prince 
prefides , this may be perhaps the molt perfect 
form of government. . But as the genius and 
cultoms of countries vary , of courfe the man- 
ners of men mult differ; and a diverfity of cir- 
cumliances will make that in one infianc^ 
laudable, .which were quite otherwife in an- 
other. To be born, educated, and converfe 
in the free hates of Greece muli neceffarily 
form the mind to principles of liberty, and 
fettle in it very oppofite notions of what.ii 
great and virtuous , to thofe a Perfian will 
from his education imbibe. It has done fo all 
along while Greece retained its priftine glory; 
and can there then be a more illuftrious example 
of Grecian virtue, can the love of one’s country 
be carried higher, or can inflexible honor and 
unbiaflTdd greatnefs of foul be fhowii in any 
inftance that exceeds this ? 

From Salamis. L. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Ohsames to Cleander at Salamis. From 
Saba in Arabia. 

T j EAvinc Babylon we fell down the king’s 
river into the Tigris, the catara$s in this part 
of it being lately removed at the reprefenta- 
tion offoine eminent merchants; and were con- 
ducted in one of the royal galleys to the Per- 
flan gulf, and landed upon Arabia the Happy 
at the Portus Itamus, the firft haven beyond 
the mountains which divide that diftri6t from 
the fandy deferts. . As foon as we came into 
the Sabaean territories , . the whole country 
feemed one univerfal altar , ever breathing 
forth fpontaneous incenfe to the heavens. The 
fwect effluvia are wafted by the winds, and 
fpread a grateful fragrance for many miles 
beyond the coafts. And even the fhores are 
covered with caffiaand other odoriferous plants, 
that perfume the air with a ftrange variety of 
healthful and pleafant fcents. 

The rich product of this happy land brought 
to my mind the fable of Myhrha’s transforma- 
tion , and her deteflable paflion for her father 
Cinyra.s. The li&ions indeed of a poetical 
fancy are commonly as arbitrary as the flories 
of the vulgar are incredible and ridiculous ; 
and yet many traditionary fables , however 
wild and improbable they appear, are capable 
of being traced up to fome very diftant origin 
of truth, And thus, I was not a little furprifecL 
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being told by a native of this country, that 
there is a people in the fartheft limits of the 
other Arabia, bordering xipon Syria,, whofe 
defcent is by the molt ancient and belt war- 
ranted recoi’ds of hiltory , deduced from an 
unnatural mixture of the fame kind ; they in- 
habit upon the river Arnon , and their chief 
city is Areopolis. The country, as we entered 
it farther and came nearer to Saba , ftill grew 
more ravilhing , as well to the eye as the other 
fenfes 9 . We faw in our way feveral wild 
alfes and oltriches of a large fize , though both 
are more common in the deferts beyond the 
mountains. The firlt are exceedingly lleet, 
but the way of hunting them is by horfemen 
placed up and down in different parts of the 
chafe; for the creature, after having run fome 
time , will Itop and itand ftill , but regains 
ground again fo fait , that no lingle horfe can 
keep up after it. Their flelh is elteemed by 
the luxurious in eating much nicer than that 
of venifon. The oltrich is not to be taken, 
becaufe when her feet fail her, lhe can ufe 
her wings to efcape. The fpacious plains, that 
lie between the mountains , are garnilhed with 
the frelhelt herbage , and laid out by nature 
in the molt beautiful garden, where the fertile 
foil teams with aromatic gums and the party- 
colored blofl’oms of odoriferous fpices. The 
fides of the mountains Itill exceed the vallies 
in plenteoufnefs. There rife the clearelt fp rings, 

9 Xenoph. de Exped. Cyr. Ed. Francof. lib. prints 

p. a S6. 


Digitized by Google 


ATHENIAN 


9° 

which, after they have run among the hills, 
fupply relrefhing rivers to water the plains 
beneath. The hanging groves of palm-trees 
on the fteepeft declivities fhade the delighted 
traveller , while the impending rays of a more 
genial fun ripen the vegetable juices, and 
amidft the pregnant minerals digeft the rich 
feeds of gold °. Saba, the ancient metropolis of 
this happy land, is fituated on an eafy afcent: 
the mountains that furround it rife and fall 
in fhapes the molt plealingly ftriking and ro- 
mantic, difcovering the fu mini ts of other hills 
beyond them , which are feen in profpe# from 
the royal town, till the eye is loft in an un- 
diftinguifhed mafs of fainter rifings, blended 
by their diliance amidft tranfparent clouds. I 
' call it the royal town , for a fort of kingly 
government Itill fubfilts in it 11 ; nor have the 
Arabians of this diftricft been ever fubje61ed to 
a foreign power , as the Arabians in general 
are rather friends and allies to the Perlian 
empire, as they were before to the Affyriany 
than vaffals.and tributaries to either; though 
upon fome occafions they have courted by pre- 
fents the favor of our mighty monarchs. The 
riches and grandeur of this place befpeak it 
to have been the feat of many potent princes. 
The palace , the citadel , and the ruins of a 
library, fhow the molt expenfive Itate of royal 
magnificence. The porticos of their public 


10 Agalharchidis Periplo , p. 63. 

, 11 Diod. Sieul. lib. ii. initio. Herod Thai. c. 97. ibid. 
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buildings are overlaid with gold ; but the 
fplendor of fome of their private houfes is in- 
credible. A monument is ftill fhown in an 
ancient temple , where they fay is repofed the 
facred dull of a queen , once the wonder and 
glory of the Eaft: a queen, whcfe genius was 
equal to the higheft things , and her learning 
and knowledge proportionate to her genius. It 
washer third after the endowments of the lat- 
ter, that induced her to travel into the diftant 
country of Judaea , with infinite pomp and 
magnificence, to vifit a king renowned forth® 
greatnefs of his wifdom , the riches of his 
kingdom , and the profperity of his reign. She 
proved him by hard queftions, and difeourfed 
with him on fubjecls of the moft refined nature* 
His wifdom, his riches, his profperity, ex- 
ceeded the reports of fame , and wrapt her in 
the deepelt altonifhrnent. Under her reign 
Arabia was a powerful and flourifhing king- 
dom 12 ; an epoch of its greatnefs more certain 
than the ancient times they boaft, of their kings 
reigning in Babylonia before the days of Ninus. 
She ruled with wifdom and equanimity, beloved 
by her fubje&s , and regarded by all as their 
common parent : her court was a college of 
learned men , where all were generoufly re- 
ceived , and met with fuitable rewards, who 
made any ufeful improvements in arts and 
jfciences, or new difeoveries in the knowledge 
l)f nature. Among other improvements 13 , 
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the Arabians are efteemed to be fkilled in 
augury and footh faying. Whether there is any 
certainty in this fcience , it belongs not to me 
to difpute. Our great Cyrus is reported lo have 
paid a religious regard to augury. It is not 
improbable, that as the warmth and pleafantnefs 
of the climate will allow them to lie out all the 
year in the fields with their flocks and cattle, 
which , in feveral parts of this country , they 
are great dealers in, they inay have made more 
obfervations than others upon the different 
flights and motions , the various founds and 
voices, of the fowls of the air. My fhort fiay. 
here , in pafling through the country, will not 
permit me to. make a fir id inquiry into their 
religious dodrines and ceremonies. But the 
chief, objeds of their worfiiip are the fun and 
moon 14 , which they name in their language 
Urotalt and Alilat; and to Urotalt is daily of- 
fered frankincenfe and myrrh in his temple at 
Saba. They pay likewife a religious regard to 
the fouls of their molt eminent lawgivers and 
henefadors 15 , upon aperfuafion, which has 
pretty generally prevailed throughout the world, 
* *• » ( * * 
Herod. Thai. c. 8. Philoftorg. in Phot Strabo, & 
Theophraft. ’ 
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and is a principle of the philofophy of the 
Sabian Magi, that thofe excellent perfons were 
benevolent demons, who from a fuperior happy 
ftate defcended into mortal bodies, and were 
contented to fubmit to all the inconveniencies 
and evils of human life, for the benefit and 
advantage of mankind. 

Thy letter, Oleander, has juft reached me, 
in which thou conceived, too high an opinion 
of my parts and improvements. But however- 
incapable I am of anfvvering thy expectations, 
or following thy excellent rules for the direc- 
tion of my travels, I am glad thou engourageli 
me to unbofom to thee fuch trivial obferva- 
tions , as a variety of new objects will naturally 
fugged ; which to a young traveller , when the 
fancy is healed, and his thoughts didracted with 
repeated novelties, is next to the pleafure he 
took in feeing the things theinfelves. 1 rejoice 
that thou art removed to Salamis , and that 
our excellent monarch has fuch a tender re- 
gard for his able and faithful minifters. Adieu. 


LETTER XXII. 

Clean der to Gobryas. 

laft letters, noble fcribe , cbntained at 
faithful account of the miferable ftate of Athens, 
under the alffitfting circumftanees of a war and. 
peftilence united to diftrefs them. The pofture 
of their affairs , fince I wrote , has received 
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txo alteration , but what increases their dis- 
content , and adds to their misfortunes. Be- . 
{ides the continuance of the plague, the ope- 
rations of this fummer’s campaign were not 
much in their favor. Pericles has been forced 
to raife the fiege of Epidaurus , and is returned 
home with his fquadron, after wafting the coafts 
of Peloponnefus , which is the only damage 
their enemies have received from this expedi- 
tion. News is lince come , that the fiege of 
Potidaea goes on very ilowly; the army before 
that place being much weakened , as well by 
the fallies' of the garrifon as by the plague , 
which a late reinforcement from Athens brought 
among them. The Peloponnefian army did not 
{tay long in the territories of Attica ; for hearing 
that Pericles was ravaging their country, and 
being apprehenfive ofiniedion from the plague, 
they retired home, and are now difperfed into 
their refpe&ive cities. The Lacedaemonians are 
preparing to invade the ifland of Zacynthus. 
The party oppofite to Pericles take advantage 
of his ill fuccefs at Epidaurus , to incepfe the 
people againft him , who expecfted he would 
have made their domeftic grievances more 
tolerable, by extending their power and reputa- 
tion abroad. Cleon accufes him in every 
alfembly , in his infolent and declamatory 
harangues , as the foie caufe of the miferies 
of Greece. He charges him with having in- 
volved his country in an expenfive war , purely 
for his own intereft , and the prefervation of 
his own authority ; and then wafting the public 
treafure in fruitlefs expeditions, and fuffering 
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their enemies to infult them at their gates , 
through cowardice and imprudence in the con- 
duct of it. Another piece of Hander is fpread 
about , relating to a decree of the Athenians 
againlt Megara, which prohibits all commerce 
between the two cities , makes it capital for 
any native of Megara to be feen in the do- 
minions of Athens , and enjoins the generals 
of the republic to make an annual invafion of 
their territories. This fevere decree the La- 
cedaemonians demanded to have reverfed ; which 
Perici.es Itrenuoufly oppofed, recriminating 
upon the Megareans for harbouring their re- 
volted Oaves, and murdering an Athenian herald. 
However, it is confidently affirmed here, that 
he promoted this affair with no other view than 
to revenge an infult put upon his miitrefs As- 
pasia by fome young Megareans , who Itole 
away two of her Oaves. Pericles and his 
friends jultify hismeafures at large, againlt all 
thefe accufations. They repreient , “ that 
“whoever conlidcrs the lituation of affairs in 
“ Greece , mult be convinced that the war 
“ wanted no incendiary to fet it on foot, liuce 
“ it owes its rife to a very natural caufe, the 
“'jealoulies of Lacedaemon and Peloponncfus 
“of the grandeur of Athens; particularly of 
“ the former, as they thought it had rifen upon 
“ the ruins of theirs ; that the Athenians had 
“ paid more regard even to the literal fenfe of 
“ treaties than their enemies, who, before the 
“ war broke out , required them to fatisfy the 
“ complaints of the Corinthians and Megareans 
“ without farther debate, though it was exprefsly 
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u ftipulated by an article of the lafi treaty be- 
ti tween the Grecian ftates, that all controvcrfies 
<c fhould be referred to arbitrators, to be de- 
“ termined in an amicable way, before either 
u party had recourfe to arms : That many of 
the Lacedaemonians demands, though not in 
themfelves unjuft , were yet rendered im- 
<< proper to be granted, by the imperious manner 
■ iL in which they were urged ; and that a tame 
iC and ready fubiniffion to them w ould have 
been looked upon as a tacit confeflion, in the 
Athenians , of weaknefs and pufillanimity. 
<c They vindicate the management of the war, 
€i by laying it down as a clear maxim , . that 
a every hate fhould exert its natural firength 
u in carrying one on ; and that the ^Athenian 
fuperiority in a naval force makes it neceffary 
“ to form fuch a plan of operations as is moll 
“ fuitable to tlie fea-fervice : That the Pelo- 
“ ponnefian invafion of Attica can never be of 
i( long duration, becaufe the country furnifhes 
iC no fubfiftence for the forces ; and it would 
be a rafh attempt to befiege fo ftrong and 
w r ell-garrifoned a city as Athens : That in 
“ the mean time their coafts are expofed, their 
li commerce ruined , and their fquadrons not 
“ able to refill thofe of the Athenians. ” 

This is the fum of the charge on the one 
hand, and the defence on the other. Thofe 
who exert themfelves with moft addrefs in 
behalf of Pericles, are his nephew Alcibiades, 
a young man of an afpiring difpofition , and his 
old friend Ephialtes the orator* Cleon , 
Hyperbolus, and Tolmides, men of low birth, 

but 
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but fome popular talents, are the great oppofers 
of his adminiftration. And though I am far 
from tkinking it faultlefs , yet, in the prefent 
difpute, I believe moft argument will be found 
on his fide , and the greateft variety of fcandal 
on that of his adverfaries. However , things 
here are in a very flu6hiating condition. At 
prefent the people fhow themfelves fo uneafy 
at the continuance of the plague and the war 
together, that in the laft alfembly ambalfadors 
were fent to Lacedaemon to declare that they 
were ready to accept peace on any reafonable 
conditions. But I hear the laft letters from 
thence give no hopes of obtaining it. I lhall 
conclude this difpatch with mentioning , that 
Hippocrates of Cos was ordered , by a late 
decree , to be initiated in the facred myfteries, 
to be prefented with a crown of gold, to enjoy 
all the privileges of an Athenian citizen , and 
to be maintained at the public charge for the 
reft of his life. 

Such, potent minifter, are the rewards of 
virtue amongft the Grecians ; fuch the incite- 
ments to del'pife danger in the fervice of their 
country! A crown, befiowed by the free voice 
of the ftate; a ftatue erecSed to their honor; or 
a mark of refpe& Ihown to their pofterity; are 
* fufficient recompences for the moft illuftrious 
a6tions , and allowed to none but perfons of 
diftinguifhed merits. Whilfl they can attain 
thefe , they defpife the treafures of the Eaft, 
apd account it more honorable to be a native 
of Athens {or Sparta, though upon the level 
with their fellow - citizens , than a fatrap of 
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Perfia, who has the incftimable diflinction of 
approaching the fplendid throne of the lord 
of Alia. 

From Salainis. P. 


LETTER XXIII. 

Artaphernfs to Cleander. From the Foreji 
of Nyfa ,. near Echatana. 

I sho did own myfelf unworthy the corref- 
pondence you began laft year in the hurry of 
your fn It ‘arrival at Athens , if the difordered 
ltate of the province of Lydia, which was then 
added, by the king’s goodnefs , to my former 
government of Sardis, did not furnilh me with 
a fufficieilt excufe. 

The corruptions and irregularities which, 
under the fatrap my predecell’or , had crept 
into the military and civil affairs of the pro- 
vince , as the management of the forces , the 
revenue, and the judicial proceedings, required 
not only an early , but in many cafes a fevere 
correction. I was obliged to remove feveral 
of the chief officers , to punilh others as they 
deferved, and to prefer thofe who, for their 
abilities and integrity, were before neglected 
and difgraced. But as the moft neceflary re- 
formation feldom fails of making the promoter 
of it unpopular, complaints were made againft 
me at court by the perfons removed, which, 
at the earnefi requeli of their friends, occafioned 
« particular order to the infpectors, who are 
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fent annually through the provinces of the 
empire to examine the conduct of the governors, 
that they fhould make a ftricft inquiry into mine. 
Alter a long and ejiacl examination , I was 
declared to have a$ed, not only with impartial 
juliice, but with the greatefi regard to the honor 
of the empire, and the fervice of the king. And 
loon alter the commiffioners had made their 
report , I received a letter of thanks and ap- 
probation, figned with the king’s own lignet, 
heiides a rich Median veil, a larther proof of 
the royal lavor. The affairs of Lydia being 
now quiet, and proceeding in a regular well- 
ordered courfe, 1 took a journey this fumrner 
to vifit my friends at Ecbatana, and write to 
you from Megabyzus’s palace in the forelt of 
Nvfa; where that great man entertains his 
f'nends with that humanity and politenefs which 
are fo natural to him. Hydastes, Gobryas, 
and Intaphernes, the captain of the Immortals, 
lay afide, now they are here, the manners of 
the court and the formalities of their offices ; 
■and converfe upon the terms of freedom with- 
out leyity , and friendfhip without affected re- 
serves. However, that we may not quite forget 
out diftind employments, and think ourfelves 
transformed into Ba6lrian Magi , it frequently 
Jiappens , that the minifter is fummoned to 
council , the fecretary returns to his office , 
the chamberlain to his ftation in the palace, 
the commander to his quarters ; and all of us 
attend the king to the chafe, which, you know, 
is the ufual diverfion of the court. At the laft < 
hunting match on Mount Orontes, a fierce tiger 
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leaped out of a clofe thicket, and fprung forward* 
towards the king, w ho was in theutmoft danger. ' 
Artyphius, the fon of Megabyzus, ftepped 
immediately before him , and with one firoke 
of his javelin laid the furious beafi dead upon 
the fpot. Nor was our generous lord unmindful 
of fo fignal an infiance of courage and refolu- 
^ion ; lor he prefented his deliverer with a 
gold chain worth 1000 darics, befides adding 
the moft obliging expreffions of praife and 
efieem. This accident has been the more talked 
of, as the father was formerly difgraced for 
the very fame thing that now procures reward* 
to the fon. But the cafe of the former gave 
rife to an edi$ , declaring it lawful to firike a 
beaft before the king had flung his dart, which 
was before looked upon as the higheft infiance 
of difrefpe$. The Cadufians have , from their 
mountainous country , made an incurfion upon 
the northern parts of Media, taken a rich booty, 
and defeated the fatrap , who attempted to 
oppofe their ravages. A body of troops lately 
marched towards thofe frontiers , and Ar- 
typhius fet out to-day with a fironger detach- 
ment to reinforce them. His late brave action 
furthered not a little his advancement to be 
general in this expedition ; and as he is a young 
man of extraordinary fkill and valor , it is not 
doubted but that he will foon reduce thefe 
barbarians. I think you will know all the 
court news , when I have told you that Ba- 
gorazes , the eunuch , is made cup-bearer. 
Hydaspes , the chamberlain , communicated 
your lafl letter to the company here , which 
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gave them great entertainment They are. only 
concerned that Perfia cannot afford materials 
of equal value for an anfwer. Your friends 
think Ihortly of ufing your afliftance in the 
purchafe of Grecian books and curiofities. Such 
commiffions will not be the leaf! troublefome 
part of your employment. Your repeated 
acknowledgments for the good offices I did 
you with the Perfian minifters were quite un< 
neceflary ; it is a fufficient return that you 
anfwer their higheft expectations. Farewel. 


LETTER XXIV. 

Megabyzus to Cleander. From Ecbatana. 

Though Gobryas has already acquainted 
thee with what approbation thy accounts of 
the affairs of Greece are received, and in his 
laft difpatch had orders to open to thee the 
plan on which we determined to proceed in 
relation to thefe Grecian quarrels , and the 
reafons on which we formed it; yet I by no 
means think myfelf difpenfed from acknowledg- 
ing thy letters, or exprefling, as well the par- 
ticular fatisfariion they have given me, as the 
hopes I conceive, that thy paft fervices will 
produce others of ftill greater value and im- 
portance. The plague, that rages at Athens, 
makes us a little impatient to know, whether 
it will produce an alteration in their meafures j 
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for affairs in a popular conftitution are always 
fo fluctuating and unfteadv , that any prcfent 
inconvenience or misfortune turns the courfeof 
their politics, and even (hakes the foundations 
of their government. At the fame time, though 
the Athenians have already offered peace, I 
much queftion whether the Lacedaemonians will 
accept it, without iinpofing conditions the molt 
difadvantageous to the commerce and greatnefs 
of the former; perhaps obliging them to lelfen 
the number of their lhips , or give up the 
protection of the molt ufeful of their allies. 
But if ever the Athenians fubmit to thefe terms, 
they will lofe the two chief fources of their 
power and wealth, and be reduced to the fame 
liiconfiderable ftate , from w hence thev were 
raifed, in my memory, by the judgment and 
valor of Themistocles. 

Nor will it be for the intereft of Perfia, that 
either Lacedaemon or Athens fhould obtain 
the fuperiority over the reft of Greece, or be 
able to influence their counfels. In that cafe, 
the ruling commonwealth would be always 
ready and able to undertake fome united enter* 
prifeagainft Perfia, invade the fertile provinces 
of Afia Minor, wafte our coafis , encourage the 
difaffeClion of our governors, always prepared, 
through fear of punifhment for their op prclEons, 
to (hake off their obedience, and ereCt the pro- 
vinces intruded to their care into independent 
principalities. But I hope for better things; 
that the fpiritof our great Cyrus, which watches 
over the mighty empire he fo glorioufly founded, 
Will preferve the throne of his pofterity from 
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fuch infults ; that the peace we continue to 
enjoy, will help us to expel every noxious * 
humor or latent venom of fraud, rapine, and 
corruption , from the various parts of our go-* 
vernment'; that a Uriel exercife of military 
difeipline may reflore to us thofe hardy troops, 
which ravaged the empire of the Ealt from tho 
Aflyrians , and made us mailers of the wealth 
and pompous HruCtures of Egypt ; and that a 
regular and Heady purfuit of well-grounded 
counfels may enable its to balance the divilions 
of Greece , and preferve fuch an equality of 
power amonglt its different Hates, as to turn 
the fcale effectually whenever we interpofe. 

The Peloponnelian ambalfadors, with Aris- 
TjEUs of Corinth at their head , are already on 
their way towards Thrace , where they are 
ordered fo execute a commiffion with Sitalces, 
and from thence to repair to the court of our 
great monarch. We lhall not be in halte to 
difpatch them, but under pretence of examin- 
ing the caufes of their quarrel with Athens , 
and the motives they may olfer to engage us 
in their alliance , detain them , till we fee , 
whether the Athenians will follow them in 
applying for our afliltance-, or till the fortune 
of the war determines us which part it is moll 
advantageous to Perfia to fupport. In the mean 
time, continue to inquire, whether the Atheni- 
ans are informed of this embalfy, and fend us 
fpeedy advice what refolutions they take upon 
it, by which it will be very neceffary for us 
to regulate our behaviour. Our curiofity is not 
lefs raifed to know how Pericles Hands his 
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ground in this difficult fituation. I cannot 
think they have any one confiderable enough, 
either for abilities or authority, to fucceed him 
in the chief management of their affairs. Be 
allured, Oleander, that however thefe fickle 
republics, founded in difcord and mutability, 
change their favorites, becaufe the fhining lultre 
of their great qualities expofe them to the ma- 
licious efforts of popular envy, the court of 
Perfia follows nofuch maxim ; the unjuft cultom 
of oftracifm . is not yet eltablilhed here. Thy 
merits , far from giving umbrage, fecure to 
thee the prote&ion of thy prince and the efteem 
of his minifters ; and far from obftnniing thy 
advancement, or rendering thee liable to dis- 
grace , are the fureft and molt honorable me- 
thods of furthering thy progrefs in the one, 
and preferving thee from any danger of the 
other. Adieu. 

i P- 


LETTER XXV. 

Orsames to Cleander. From Thebes in 

^Egypt. 

A pter we had traverfed Arabia, and feen 
in our way the fepulchre of Ifis and Ofiris at 
Nyfa, the pillars of which are infcribed in the 
facred ^Egyptian letters, we palfed the Idumaean 
gulf, and our tour lay ftrait for No-Ammon. 
This is the ancient Thebes ofi/Egypt, celebrated 
in the writings of the Grecian Homer. The 
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city is in circuit 140 fiadia, but anciently took 
in a much greater cornpafs; and both for the mag- 
nificence of its buildings, as well as the wealth 
contained within its walls , was efieerned not 
only the molt beautiful and noble one of^Egypt, 
but of the whole world. From the long records 
of the Theban dynafiy, it appears to have been 
founded in the earlielt times. It was taken by 
furprife I6 , and firft pillaged by the Carthaginians, 
when the riling greatnefs of their republic began 
firfi to annoy the neighbouring Hates. It was 
afterwards invaded by the Affyrian, but fuffered 
molt from the madnefs of Cambyses, when he 
returned from his ^Ethiopian expedition. It was 
then that ancient temple here , the largeft and 
richefi of the four, fo admirable for its beauty 
and greatnefs , was llript of its gold , ivory , 
and precious Hones. However, the fabric is 
left Handing, and its circuit is i3 fladia, 45 cubits 
the height, with a wall 24 feet broad. There 
are about the city innumerable coloflal Hatues 
and obelilks of one entire Hone ; and thefe form, 
on every fide of this famous capital, thofe fiately 

S ivenues which add fo much to its apparent 
argenefs. The many quarries of marble and 
prophyry , of which the upper ^Egypt is full to 
the fouth, had furnifhed them with materials; 
nor can we wonder that they found hands to 
raife fuch fiupendous works , when we are 
told that the ancient kings of Thebes carried 
their conquelis as far as Scythia, Bacftria, and 

16 Hanc inter exordia pandentis fe late Carthaginis 
improvifo exercitu duces oppreflere Pcrnorum. . 

Ammian. Marcell. lib. xvii. 
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India. The city extends for a great length on 
both (ides the Nile; and in ancient times an 
hundred Gables lay along the river , on the 
Lybian fide, from Thebes to Memphis, each 
of which would contain *200 horfes , which 
were always ready for the fervice of the Gate 
and the quick difpatches of public couriers; 
and many ofthefe remain to this day very entire. 

Among the principal wonders of Aigvpt is 
always ranked the vocal ftatue of Mem won 17 , 
which is of a lione called the Bifaltes , of the 
hardnefs and color of iron: Half of it from 

the head to the middle was broken off by 
Cambyses; what remains is in a htting poGure, 
the feet and legs clofed together. The found 
it utters at fun-riling refembles that of the 
firings of a lyre, that is cracked and out of 
tune: the found I am witnefs to, but cannot 
be fure whether it came from the bale or the 
ftatue, or from any by-Gander. Near this 
place 18 are Concealed under-ground the molt 
' venerable remains of ^Egyptian antiquity, I 
mean the pillars of Hermes 19 . It was with 
much folicitation and difficulty I gained ad- 
mittance to the place where they were Ihown, 
and by a particular favor of the priells , for 
which I am indebted to Pharnuces, the go- 
vernor. Within the enclofure of an ancient 
edifice, a repoGtory of the facred books and 

/ 

< » * 

17 Plin. lib. xxxvii. c. 7. Paufan. Att. p. 78. Philoft. 
lib. vi. c. 3 . 

18 Thebis trans Nilum ad 'Zvpifyccg quas vocant ftatua 
eft refonans. Pauf. Att. p. 78. 

19 Syncell. p. 40. b. Ammian. Marcell. lib. xxii. p. 2 3a. 
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other monuments, you defcend a great depth 
by rough and craggy iieps in the rock; the place 
fefcms to have been formerly dim into as a 
quarry. At the bottom a large gap opens be- 
fore you, through which I was conduced into 
feverai dark chambers by perplexed winding 
pafTages, till at laft I difcovered a diliarit glim- 
mering light , which directed me through a 
long narrow avenue , the farther end of which 
opened into a fpacious cave. The ftrange fo- 
lernnity of* the place mult ftrike every one that 
enters it with a religious horror; and is the 
molt proper to work you up into that frame 
of* mind , in which you will receive, with the 
molt awful reverence and alfent , whatever the 
prieft who attends you is pleafed to reveal 
concerning the wonderful monuments depofit- 
cd therein. Towards the farther end of the 
cave , or within the inmoft recefs of fome 
prodigious caverns that run beyond it , you 
hear, as it were a great way off, a noife re- 
fembling the diffant roarings of the fea , and 
fometimes like the fall of waters dafhing againft 
rocks with great irnpetuofity. The noife is 
fuppofed to be fo fiunning and frightful, if 
you approach it, that few, they fay, are in- 
quifitive enough to fearch far into tliofe myf- 
terious fportings of nature. It put me in mind 
of thofe caverns 20 of the Magi , under the 
mountains of my native Pertia, where, by a 
ftrange reverberation of founds in tliofe hollow 
cavities, at firft you hear a confufed murmur,. 


20 Clemens Alexand. Strom, lib. vi. 
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like the noife of numerous armies at the onfet 
of the battle ; as you proceed farther , the noife 
thickens upon you as in the heat of an engage- 
ment; at lafi, it refembles the fhouts and ac- 
clamations of a vi$ory. The arrangement of 
the lamps in this cave is exceeding beautiful. 
There are taper pillars from the ground to 
the height of the vault , probably left in that 
faihion when part of the natural rock was 
excavated , and the lamps hang about them . 
from the bottom to the top. Surrounded with 
thefe pillars of lamps are each of thofe ve- 
nerable columns , which I am now to fpeak 
of, infcribed in the hieroglyphical letters with 
the primaeval myfieries of the ^Egyptian learn- 
ing. They are faid to have been placed here 
by Hermes Trismegistus 21 , a fage as highly 
reverenced amongft the ./Egyptians , as Zo- 
roaster is with us. To him 22 they aferibe 
the contrivance ofletters, and the firlt forming 
of articulate founds , and every other invention 
of chief ufe to human life. They will not fettle 
his antiquity ; only told me , that thefe pillars 
had withftood the ftrongelt Ihocks of nature, 
and remained firm and entire, when an univerfal 
deluge laid wafte and (hattered this terraqueous 
globe. The fame perfon , I obferve , they ge- 
, nerally call Thoth , or Athothes. To this 
Mercury is attributed the famous computation 
of 36,525 years, in which period of time he 

11 Or rather Mer-Cheres TriftnegUtus. 

12 Diod. Sic. lib. i 
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iuppofed the federal heavenly bodies did exatftly 
go through all the relations , which they could 
have in their motions , to one another , and 
came round to the fame point from which all 
their courfes began ; and upon thefe pillars , 
fay the priefts, he has given a perfect deinonftra- 
tion of it* To thefe their hiltorians have re- 
courfe for the ancient annals of this country. 

From thefe pillars, and the facred books, they 
maintain that all the philofophy and learning 
of the world has been derived. From thefe 
the ancient Orpheus borrowed his celebrated 
fyfiem of the origin of things. To thefe Py- 
thagoras and Thales were indebted for thofe 
difcoveries which have eftablilhed their reputa- 
tion to all fucceeding ages. It was my good 
fortune to be here at a time when a great 
facrifice and luftration to the mylterious Hermes, 
or Mercury, was to be folemnized within the 
bowels of this ftupendous cave , which is done- 
once in fifty years ; at which time only it is 
granted , and that through a particular mark 
of favor and courtefy, to fome ftranger of rank 
and diftimSlion , to be admitted within thefe ' * 

hallowed caverns. At other times only the 
tedious difcipline and preparations which Py- 
thagoras for thirty years underwent , to be 
initiated into their myfteries , would qualify 
one to be admitted to thefe facred monuments. 

The city takes its ancient name from the 
god Ammun , whom the Greeks call Jupiter. 

He is the fame with Saturn , or Chronus , 
the father of Osiris. From his other names, 
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■which are Thamus 13 and Cha*mus , the whole 
land bill retains at Thebes the name of Cheinia 14 ^ 
lie is reprefented with the iace of a ram ; and 
in Thebais the killing oi that fpecies of animals 
would be pimifbed as a moft heinous and ca- 
pital offence, which may be done but one day 
m the year, in tlie feftivals of their god; and 
then a {ingle rani is flain, and his lkin '■*' fleaed 
off to be hiring upon the ftatue of Ammun ; and 
the image of Hercules muft be brought and 
fet before it ; becaufe it is faid the god appeared 
in that manner to Hercules , upon his earnefl 
and prefling inftances to fee him. The carcafe 
of the ram is afterwards beaten by all that 
attend at the folemnity , and then buried in 
one of the facred repofitories. 

It is a tradition here 26 , that the firft prieft- 
efles of the Libyan oracle of Jupiter Ammun, 
and of the Dodonaean oracle in Greece, were 
taken away, •and fold by the Phoenicians into 
thofe countries out of Thebes. 

I fhall flay here fome time, from whence 
I may entertain you with frefh varieties, if my 
report of things is in any fort interefting; 
Adieu. v L. 

~ 3 Plato in Phatdro. BctctAicog tort ov\og Alyvims 
cA^g ©ecpS •srtoi Ttjv fjuYjyaAjiv ttoMv t £ a.vu T 07 rn , cv 
cl EA/jjvig Alyv 7 rTiag ®r$a,g nctAxm , x. tov S-tov Ap* 
fiuvu. p. 1240. b. 

24 Eli tov A ’tyv 7 rjov X>jpa KaXxtrtv. Plutar. da 
JJSde. 

z< < Herod. Euterp. 4 a. a * Ibid. 54, 55. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Clean der to Gobryas. From Salamis. 

Since my laft difpatch, noble fcribe, the ftate 
of Athens has continued in a perpetual ferment. 
The jars and cabals of oppofite factions, the ca- 
lamities of the plague, the weight and charge 
of the war, a general diflike of the prefent 
meafures , .and no unanimity in a Heady purfuit 
of others, have by turns occafioned the utmoft 
perplexity in the counfels , and impatience in 
the tempers, of this people. 

The ambaffadors they had fent to Lacedae- 
mon declared at their return, that geace could 
be obtained on no terms , but fuch as were 
abfolutely difad vantageous and unreafonable. 
When the prefent condition of their affairs 
Was debated in an extraordinary afTeinbly, Pe- 
ricles role , and with a refolution not to be 
daunted by the clamors of his adversaries, 
and a ftrength of argument which they were 
unable to confute, endeavoured to foiten the 
irritated minds of the people , to raife their 
drooping fpirits, and to turn their refentinent 
from liimfelf upon the Lacedaemonians. He 
xeprefented to them , “ That the reafons which 
u induced him to enter into this war were (till 
4i the fame, and received no alteration from 
4i the crofs accidents of fortune ; which it was 
u impoffible for the molt refined human pru- 
4i dence to forefee or prevent: That the mif- 
u fortunes of particulars ought not to make 
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“ them negle# the common mtereft of the 
whole , which could not be fecured , but by 
“ preferring their bravery and independence: 
cc That whilft they continued matters of the 
u fea , the ravages of their lands , or the lofs 
u of their country-feats , were not to be regard- 
“ ed; thefe might eafily be recovered: but if 
“ they fuffered their fpirits to fink, and def- 
u paired of fuccefs , they would not only be 
“ deprived of fuch ornamental advantages, but 
u of the moft elfential one of all , in which 
“ confifted the very being of their republic, 
“ their liberty. Therefore (concluded he) 
u leave off blaming your governors for an event 
iC that feems inflidea by the hand of Providence ; 
u fince from Heaven are to be patiently 
“ fubmitted to , thofe from men to be valiantly 
u oppofed. Roufe up , Athenians , your an- 
“ cient refolution and generofity ; fend no 
** more heralds to the Lacedaemonians , and 
u Ihow yourfelves as well worthy as able to 
maintain your pretenfions of being at the 
“ head of Greece. ” 1 have given this fhort 

account of Pericles's fpeech , that the Perfian 
minifters might have an idea both of the manner 
of addrefling the people in thefe democratical 
governments , and of that particular force and 
vivacity which diftinguifh tne eloquence of this 
great ftatefinan. He obtained part of what he 
contended for ; the aflembly refolved that no 
more overtures of peace Ihould be made to the 
allies; but at the lame time, in the height of 
their warmth and violence, deprived him of 
his command, and lined him fifty talents, upon 


LETTERS.' n3 

the motion of Cleon and Simmtas. Thus 
Pericles , who has fo long difpofed , alinoft 
abfolutely , of the treafures, forces, and ho- 
! nors of Athens, is reduced bv a {ingle vote 

s to the condition of a private citi7en; undiftin- 

guifhed by any, except his former reputation 
\ and eminent abilities , which fpr cad fuch a 

lultre round him , that no artful coloring of 
t his adverfaries can ever deface. Nay, perhaps, 

1 to a philofophic eye he appears greater in his 

i difgrace, which he bears with temper, than 

, adorned with all the glory of external grandeur 

) and dignity. The death of feveral of his friends 

it and chief confidents in bufinefs , and the di- 

; vilions occafioned in his family , through the 

f extravagance of his foil Xantxppus , add no 

j frnall preffure to his misfortunes. 1 

i« As foon as thefe animolities begin to. cool , 

0 I fhall not fail to fend advice in what hands the 

1 adminifiration feeins inoft likely to be lodged; 

o whether in a fet of new favorites , or (as fc- 

t reral «irnagine) in thofe of the old one. i 

[i corne now to anfwer the particular dii'eotion 

a thou gavefi me concerning the Peloponnelian 

■t embalfy , which has been fince repeated by 

$ Megabyzus; and I am forry my information 

muft prove difagreeable , for the Athenians are 
now acquainted with the defign on which the 
ambafladors are fent to Sitalces and our great 
mafter, and the route they are to take. Yef- 
terday the fenate difpatched a courier, with 
private orders to their minifters at the court 
of Sitalces ; and though the contents of them 
are not publicly known , and are kept as fee ret 
l. ti 
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as any tiling can be in a popular government* 
I have no room to doubt that they contain a 
demand that the Peloponnelian ambalfadors 
lhould be put into their hands; in which re- 
qucd they expert to be aflilted by Sadocus, 
the fon of the Thracian prince, who was laft 
year made a citizen of Athens. Aristeus, the 
chief of the embalfy, is particularly aimed at: 
it appears that the revolt of Potidea, and the 
troubles in Thrace, are owing to his contrivance. 
Wight I prefume to advil'e the Perban miniltiy, 
if this letter arrives in time, i'ome perfon of 
addrefs and Ikill in the Thracian manners lhould 
be lent, on the part of the king , to Sitaeces, 
and endeavour, either by menaces or bribes, 
to prevent fo bale a compliance. But thou mult 
receive advice of the ifliie of this matter much 
fopner. fpym Pharnabazus, the governor of the 
Hellefpont, than from heijce. I cannot, how- 
ever, help exprelling my concern lor the fafety 

of thefe ambaifadors. The Athenians, in their 

» • 

prefent headltrong ungovernable difpolition , 
and the warm relentment they exprefs agamft 
the Lacedaemonians, are not likely to pay much 
regard to their facred rights. 

I lhall take the firlj opportunity of removing 
to Athens, whenever it can be done without 
danger of infection from the plague. In the 
mean time, illuftrious fatrap, permit me to 
return mv humbled acknowledgments for the 
honor of the confidence thou repofelt in ine; 
unworthy as 1 am to partake in the councils 
of Perlia , I will, at leaft make no ill ufe of 
thofe. intruded to my fecrecy, but punctually 
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obferving the orders I receive , and regulating 
my own conduct by the rules they prefcribe, 
I will endeavour to fupply all deficiencies in 
knowledge and experience , by the zeal and 
integrity of iny fervice. P. 

LETTER XXVII. 

Oleander to Orsames. From Salamis. 

I would endeavour, noble fa trap, to equal, if 
not the agreeable and lively fiyle, which embei- 
lifhes thy letters, at leaft that judicious choice 
of materials in them, which joins fo artfully 
inftrucftion to ornament; and I imagine, that a 
fliort furvey of theprefentltate of Grecian philo- 
fophy will not be an unentertaining fpeculaliori 
to one of thy improved and extenlive curiolity. 
Belides the general ufe of an inquiry, which 
lays before us a kind of hiftory of human reafon, 
of the difcoveries it is capable of making, the 
exalted heights to which it can attain, and the 
gradual and regular Iteps by which it proceeds in 
the fearch of ufeful truth, 1 pleafe rnyfelf with 
thinking, that a» particular advantage, with 
regard to thee, will attend my difcuJlihg this 
. fubje$. For as zEgypt may be called the parent; 
foil of fcience , from whence the Greek philo- 
fophers tranfplanted many do6trines taught in • 
the colleges of the prielts , to cultivate them 
afterwards in their own fchools; it is probable, 

. that a view of the chief tenets maintained in 
the latter will further thy inquiries into the « 
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more myfierious learning of the former, which 
muft reciprocally throw in light upon feme 
obfeurities in the conduct and notions of thofe 
who, by their long liay in jEgypt, received 
no fmall tindure ol the manners of their inltruc- 
tors. llie Greek philofophy is at prefent di- 
vided into two principal fetfts, the Ionic, which 
was founded by Thales the Milelian , and the 
Italic , which owes its rife to Pythagoras. 
Thales was born in the 35th olympiad, and 
is remarkable for being the firft Grecian who 
taught a regular fyfiem of philofophy , and left 
a fucceflion of difciples behind him to ettablilh 
and maintain it. In the earlier part of his life 
he travelled into ^Egypt, and during a rclidence 
of feveral years there, applied himfelf with fuch 
genius and induttry to the fciences, under the 
direction of the priefis, that he became able 
at laft even to infiriuft his matters; and, it is 
laid, fliowed them how to meafure the height 
of the pyramids. He was afterwards employed 
in the fervice of Croesus k : ng of Lydia; and 
contrived to make the river Halys fordable for 
the army of that prince , by drawing off the 
water into trenches. On his return to Greece, 
he lived in a learned retirement, dividing his 
time between the culture of his favorite ftudies, 
geometry and afironomy, and the inftru<3ion 
of his followers , w ho held him in the utrnoft 
veneration. He has left feveral moral precepts 
on record ; buf'is moft celebrated for his know- 
ledge of nature. He taught, that w ? ater was 
the principle out* of which the Supreme Being 
created all things ; that the univerfe is filled 
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with invifible fpirits , who infpe$ the adions 
of men; that the earth is lituated in the middle 
of the world , and moves round its own centre. 
He was the firlt among the Greeks who calculat- 
ed eclipfes of the fun and moon, and made 
obfervations on the motions of the celeftial 
bodies. It is owing to him, that thofe won- 
derful phenomena, which by the ignorant and 
fupcrltitious are looked upon as omens of ap- 
proaching calamity, and tokens of the Divine 
wrath , appear to the.philofophic eye as the 
limple and regular operations of beneficent and 
various nature; a difcovery which alone ought 
to recommend his name to the etteem of pof- 
terity. He died in the ninety-fecond year of 
his age, whillt he was prefent at the Olympic 
games, and Anaximander fucceeded him in 
the Ionic fchool. There is little known of 
this philofopher, except that in fome points 
he did not adhere to the dotitrine of his matter; 
particularly he held , that there was nothing 
in the univerfe but an iminenfe matter endow- 
ed with an infinite motion ; and that in the 
fruitful bofom of the immenfe matter , every 
thing was produced by an eternal revolution 
of forms. By ettablilhing this fyltem, he ex- 
cluded , at leatt tacitly, the exilience of a fu- 
preme intelligent firft caufe. Anaximenes, his 
fucceffor, afcribed the origin of all things to 
the air , and exerted his mechanical lkill in the 
invention of a fun-dial , which was firlt fet up 
at Lacedaemon, to the no fmall admiration of 
that warlike but unpolilhed people. The fchool 
of T hai.es was tranfported by Anaxagoras 
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from Miletus, where till his time it lfad flourifh- 
ed , to Athens, as a more confpicuous theatre 
for his talents to difplay themfelves in. This , 
philofopher was of a noble family in Ionia ; 
hut renounced all pretenfions to a fhare in the 
government of his country, and the inheritance 
of a conliderahlc eltate , in order to apply 
himfclf with lefs interruption to the ltudy of 
wifdom and the fearch of truth. YVhilft he 
refided at Athens, he liad the honor of reckon- 
ing Pericles amongft his difciples ; and it is 
generally believed, that the liatefman owes no 
fmall part of his political as well as natural 
knowledge to the lectures of the fpeculative 
fage. The enemies of the former, unable to 
ruin his credit with the people , refolved to 
attack him in the perfons of his friends, and 
accufed Anaxagoras of degrading the fun from 
the number of the gods, by defining it to be 
a mafs of fiery matter. The Athenians, who, 
by an odd contradiction , exprefs frequently a 
warm zeal for the honor of their deities, when 
injured, as they imagine, by the philofophers, 
though they fuffer them to be expo fed with 
the low buffoonery of the comic poets, con- 
demned him to death ; but he avoided the 
fentence, by retiring to Lampfacus, where he 
died foon after. , His difciples erected two 
altars to liis memory, and dedicated the one 
to the eternal mind, and the other to truth. 

' 1 

Anaxagoras always declared himfelf againft 
the notion of the world’s being formed l>y 
chance, and attributed the order and life which 
are obfervable in it to the direction of an infinitely 
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wife and powerful mind. He held that there 
is no vacuum in nature; that every body is 
divilible in infinitum , and compoiVd of little 
particles of a limilar nature , as blood , for 
initance, of particles of blood, water of par- 
ticles of water, &c. But 1 need not tire thy 
patience , with enlarging further on the lives 
and tenets of the philofophners of this feci: what 
1 have already laid is fufficient to give thee a 
tolerable idea of them; and thou halt judgment 
enough to perceive, that many of their opinions, 
being only founded on the probable allertionS 
of fyltem , intiead of proofs drawn from nature 
herfelf, rniili be left for confirmation , or rejec- 
tion, to the more accurate inquiries of future 
ages. I fhall only add , that the Ionic fchool 
under Archelaus, its prefent chief, has pro- 
duced a difciple who feems likely to eclipfe 
the fame, not only of his mafter, but of every 
philofopher who has yet arifen in Greece. His 
name is Socrates , and he applies himfelf 
wholly to the moral part of philofophy , ne- 
glecting the natural, as a lcience too fanciful 
and uncertain. I mult refer thee to another 
letter for an account of the Italic feci, and of 
Pythagoras its great founder , lince this is 
already fu elled to a greater length than I in- 
tended it Ihould. If I indulge too far the honor 
thou halt granted me of thy correfpondence, 
be perfuaded , generous Grsames, that it is 
not owing to any impertinent affeCt ition of 
informing thee, or any want of refpecl to thy 
quality, but to that early talle I perceive in 
thee lor ufeful literature, and my ardent delire 
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to fhare in that rational plan of education 
which thou halt laid down, of blending the 
elegant acconxpiifh meats of Grecian arts with 
the manly feverities of the ancient difcipline of 
Perii a.. Adieu. 

P* 


’LETTER X X V 1 1 L 

* </ 

- Gocryas to Cleander. From Ecbatana. 

j| he news of Pericles’s removal from publie 
hufinefs gave me no great furprife. I know 
how precarious great honors are , and wonder 
moii that he has. fo long maintained an au- 
thority,. which the envious great and the lawlefs 
multitude have agreed to call tyrannical. The 
Greeks continue to anfwer the prayer of Xerxes,. 
by difgracing the molt worthy citizens; and I 
with the refentment of Pericles would throw 
him into the interefts ofPerba, where he would 
he received with no. fefs honor than his great 
predecetfor Themistocles, 

The Icing fent to intercede with Sitalces,. 
that the Peloponnefian ainbatTadors might pro- 
ceed to this court; hut they were already delivered 
up to the Athenians,, at the requeft of his fon 
Sadocus , who has requited , by an a6t of 
treachery y the honor they did him laft year of 
making him free of Athens. He may with 
hereafter that fo trifling a privilege had given 
place to the opportunity of doing a grateful a# 
to the lord of Alia.. 
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I am under no lefs apprehenfion than your- 
felf for the lives of lliofe men, at a time when 
the bales are fo etafperated again!! each other. It 
might he well to inlinuate, that violent meafures 
would confirm Artaxerxes the enemy of Athens, 
already fufficiently irritated by their conduct. 
The ambalfadors defigned for Perfia are indeed 
Peloponnelians, and they may plead the reafon- 
ablenefs of taking all advantages of an enemy; 
yet prudence and their misfortunes might teach 
them that they have no need of anew and more 
powerful one. At fuch a juncture, if they had 
receded a little from their pretenlions , the 
courtefy would not have been mifplaced; for 
we truft, that it is already in the hands of our 
monarch to determine the fuccefs to either party, 
and perhaps to reap the fruit of the war. I 
with it were poflible thou couldlt put on the 
character of ambaflador for one day, and afle 
the council of Athens, whether they were de- 
termined to make Artaxerxes their foe? Me- 
thinks I fee them confounded for an anfweri 
Strait a rumor fpreads among the populace, 
that the Perlian muft be appealed : they afl’emble 
in a tumultuous manner, and demand the Pe- 
loponnefians of their rnagiltrates , and fend them 
honorably attended to the court of Perlia. But I 
leave it to your diferetion to ufe fuch means 
as may feem molt e!fe<3ual to preferve them. 
Your difiance from the city gives me little prof- 
peel of fuccefs ; and I am not fuch an enemy 
to Perfia , as to think their redemption an 
equivalent for the hazard of your life. Keep 
your Ration. I fend you no command from, 
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the king , of which he requires a firitSer ob- 
fervance , than that you confult your fafety. 
Farevvel. 

H. 


LETTER XXIX. 

O rsames to Cleander. From Thebes. 


Ij.aving in a former letter mentioned to 
thee, Clean der , the hieroglvphical inferip- 
tions of the lamed Hermetic pillars in this 
country, I will here endeavour to give thee fome 
general idea of the nature and conltru6iion of 
this inyltic character. 'I he /EgVptians , ever 
lince the age of their renowned Hermes or 
Taautus, have given much , it is faid, into the 
humor of reprefenting their thoughts to each 
other in a way of emblem or fenlible imagery; 
a kind of exprefiion , thou wilt ohferve , which 
addrelfes itfelf to the eyes , inftead of the 
hearing, and which feems indeed to have this 
advantage, at firlt thought, of the method of 
fpeaking by founds ; that whereas words are 
merely arbitrary fubltitutes of the ideas they 
are ufed for, the characters of this picture- 
language have a fort of natural lignificancy in 
them, an aptnefs of themfelves to convey their 
particular meaning. The firft principles of the 
art I am fpeaking of (which, from being much 
ufed in the Jacra of this country, pades here 
under the general name of hieroglyphics) are 
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laid in certain obfervable analogies, relations, 
or correfpondencies of the particular forms , 
actions, or qualities of animals, to certain fa&s 
in nature, morals , or hifiory. From whence 
it is eafy to infer , that the prime elements , 
or radical words , if one may call them fo , 
in this emblematical language, were, as in 
all other languages, not very numerous; and 
that the copioufnefs it is now poflefled of has 
been the work of time and fucceflive improve- 
ment : for a foundation once eltablifhcd in 
fome few of the limpler and more obvious 
analogies above hinted at, the fuperltru&ure , 
thou wilt readily conceive , would be capable 
of infinite enlargement , as more nice and 
critical obfervations in the kind fhould bring 
in new materials for this purpofe. It has 
doubtlefs been with this view , that the ./Egyp- 
tians have ever been remarkable for beftowing 
a more than ordinary attention upon the various 
particularities of their country animals. And 
the fruit of their application this way abund- 
antly Ihows itfelf in that large fund of fymbols 
they have in ufe , for treating almolt every 
fubject one can think of. To lignily, for ex- 
ample , the introduction of tillage and agricul- 
ture among them by the beneficent Osiris , 
one of their gods, whom they boalt to have 
reigned in this country, they defcribe an ox's 
head; the animal made ufe of by him, as it 
has been ever lince , in ploughing their lands. 
When they w ould reprefent any perfon with 
a numerous offspring , they exhibit the figure 
of a crocodile; an animal, it feems, remarkable 
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with them for its prolific and fruitful quality. 
Thus again , the goat being obferved to be a 
more than ordinary falacious and wanton animal, 
is for this reafon made the Egyptian emblem of 
animal generation at large ; as is the hawk and 
the ferpent of the vital principle in animal bo- 
dies , from their being themfelves fuppofed to 
-partake, in an eminent degree, of that ether 
or fpirit in which it is imagined life confilts. 
When they would exprefs the moon, they do 
it under the figure of an ape, which they ob- 
ferve to have a kind of fympathy with this 
divine luminary; inafmuch as, at the time of the 
new moon, the males of this fpecies become 
blind, refufe their ufual food, and fhow evi- 
dent tokens of forrovv for the then total dif- 
appearance of the moon’s light ; the females, 
at the fame feafon, belides what happens to 
them in common with the males , buffering, 
it is remarked , a periodical infirmity of their 
own. The fame animal is moreover the ^Egyp- 
tian mark of the tw r o equinoxes; it being found 
at each of tliefe to have a regular difeharge of 
urine once every hour , during the whole four- 
and-twenty. It were endlefs to enlarge upon 
this article, Clean der; and there i$ the lefs 
reafon for it, as the particulars 1 have already 
mentioned may fuffiee to anfwer my intention 
in this letter. I think it not improbable, that 
the w r ant of a regular alphabet firft introduced 
this hieroglyphical language into digypt. But 
the priefthood here , who lofe no opportunity 
to give the world an advantageous idea of their 
own order, have fince found it extremely ufeful, 
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f. in eftablifhing that high reputation they are in 
a for wifdom of every kind; inafmuch as, being 
1 perfect mafters of human nature, they have not 
failed to praClifeupon that prevailing foible of it, 
the thinking fecrecy afure token of importance, 
by contriving this, among!! other methods, to 
is perplex the avenues to that knowledge they 
it are poflefled of, in order to raife the idea and 
'ti enhance the credit of it. Adieu. 

O. 

LETTER XXX. 

tit 

Hydaspes to Oleander. 

* J. ' h e court , which of late years has pafled 
its winters at Sufa, is now removed to fpend 
this at Babylon ; and though the pleafure of 
feeing fo celebrated a city, and enjoying the 
fpacious and well-cultivated country which lie* 
round it, may have induced the king to change, 
for a time, the ufual feat of his relidence, yet 
I believe policy has forne part in the refolution. 
For as Babylon was once the metropolis of a 

J >owerful empire , where the court of the Af- 
yrian monarchs was conftantly held , it is not 
without reluctance that the inhabitants fubmit 
to a foreign yoke , and from being always ho- 
nored with the prefence of kings , and graced 
with privileges, are now burdened with taxes 
for the fupport of their conquerors , and ruled 
by governors. Our monarch has rendered 
himfelf very acceptable here , by remitting part 
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of the tribute, which this province paid to 
his predeceflors, and receiving with the utmoft 
affability the fatraps of the country, who came 
upon his arrival to profirate thernfelves at his 
feet. He has been willing that they fhould 
partake of all the diverfions of his court, and 
difmifles none whole merits are confpicuous , 
without fome mark of diliinction. Is not a 
prince worthy to poffefs the empire of the Eaft, 
who like him exerts his abfolute power lor the 
good of his fubjecSs ; who travels through the 
different parts of his dominions , not merely 
to difplay the magnificence of his court, or to 
take a view of the outward face of the country, 
but to redrefs the complaints of his people, to 
attach to his interelt by perfonal favors thofe 
whom duty has already fubjecfted to his au- 
thority, and to learn to know and reward merit, 
not by the recommendation of his minifters , 
but by his ow n obfervqtion ? But I muft break 
off this moralizing difcourfe , which fo little 
befits a courtier; and to afford thee materials 
for thy amufement as well as reflection, fhall 
relate a furprifmg adventure which happened 
a few days ago at the palace. Thou mult have 
heard that Artabazus, the governor of Babylon, 
was lieutenant, to Mardonius at the battle of 
Platea, and afterwards puthimfelf at the head 
of thePerfian forces who remained, and brought 
them back to Afia, after a laborious and hazardous 
march. In the hurrv of this confufed retreat 
his wife, who followed him in the expedition, 
died of fatigue and grief; and his daughter, 
then an infant , was carried off by a party of 
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Greeks , who beat up one of his quarters in 
the night, and was never (nice heard of. In 
an entertainment lately performed at the palace 
a new dance was introduced, in w liich a beautiful 
Have of the queen’s diftinguifhed herfelf to the 
admiration of every body, and put feveral upon 
inquiring who fhe was. She had been bought 
two days before of a merchant of Cyprus, then 
at Babylon, who faid fhe was fold to him by 
an Athenian foldier, who took her prifoner 
from the Perfians not long after the action at 
Platea. This being told Artabazus, he fent 
for the merchant , and upon comparing his. 
account with other circumftances of this un- 
fortunate accident which he recollected himfelf 5 
upon feeing the rich ornaments which were 
taken with her, and found to be thole with 
which the infant was adorned at the very time 
of her being loft ; and upon examining the 
w hole affair , the young Have was difcovered 
to be the daughter of Artabazus , fent him, 
as it were providentially, for the joy and fup- 
port of his declining years , and to crown the 
fuccefs which had generally attended him in 
public, with this laft inftance of dorneftic felicity. 

The fatisfa&ion arifing from this happy event 
has been heightened by the victory which Ar- 
typhius has gained over the Cadufians. That 

V/ 

hardy people having taken a rich booty, were 
attacked in their retreat, and wholly routed. 
Artyphius purfued his advantage, marched his 
army into their country, and forced them to fub- 
mit to a tribute, and to deliver up hoftages. He is 

now upon his return , and highly commended 

/* * + 
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for the condud and valor he has lhown in 
this expedition. The troops which accompanied 
him were fome of the veterans w ho had fought 
under Megabyzus in ./Egypt. An ainbalTador 
is going to the king of the Scythians, to de- 
mand fatisfa&ion lor the ravages that nation 
have committed on our frontier provinces; and 
foon after him, Darius, the king’s third fon, 
will fet out for the government of Hyrcania, 
which is lately bellowed on him. The revolu- 
tion occafioned in the Athenian affairs by the 
removal of Pericles , adds^ much to the cu- 
riofity w r ith which we lilien after Grecian news. 
It is thought furpriling , that no aiftion of im- 
portance , either by lea or land , has yet hap- 
pened , though the war has now lafted near 
two years. Notwithftanding Sitalces has de- 
livered up the Peloponnefian ambalfadors, an 
agent from Lacedaemon , it is faid , will lhortly 
arrive here. 

I tranfmit to thee by this meflenger 5ooo 
darics, which Megabyzus defires thou wouldft 
lay out for him in Grecian curiolities. If thou 
couldft procure him any fine pieces of fculp- 
ture , wrought by the hand of Phidias, or 
fome pidures finifhed by the pencil of Zeuxis, 
it would be highly acceptable. When thou 
haft made thefe purchafes , thou mayft convey 
them to thy brother at Ephefus , who has it 
in charge to fend them to him. Farewel. 
From Babylon. P. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Oleander to Gobryas. From Salamis. 

. O u R expectations , noble fcribe , that the 
lives of the ambafladors would be endangered, 
have proved too well grounded ; and it gives 
me uneafinefs even to relate an a&ion which 
the Athenians have fhown no regret in com- 
mitting. The Peloponnelian ambafladors were 
thrown into prifon immediately upon their 
arrival , and a few days alter put to death by 
a decree of the people , and their bodies caft 
into pits without the rites of burial ; neither 
could the privileges of their character preferve 
them from the cruelty of the one, nor the 
common ties of humanity fecure to them the 
decent ceremony of the other. As an additional 
circumfiance of hardlhip , I am told , that 
though they earneltlv delired to be heard be- 
fore fentence was palled , they could not obtain 
a requeli never known to be denied to the 
greatelt criminals. The Athenians » plead in 
their excufe , that they only retaliate upon the 
Lacedaemonians, who aCtgd in the fame bar- 
barous manner, with regard to forne merchants 
of Athens, whofe velfels they feized, trading 
upon the coaft of Peloponnefus* But this will 
not, in any degree, jultify a violation of the 
lacred rights of' public minifters ; and I rather 
take their refentmentagainfi the Lacedaemonians, 
lor their late refufal of peace, their hatred ot 
Aristeus, for the lhare he had in the revolt 
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of their towns in Thrace, and perhaps the 
mitigations of thofe who defire a continuance 
of the war , to be the true caufes of fo ex- 
traordinary a proceeding. However , I cannot 
help obferving, that w hile both parties exprefs 
their enmity to each other, not by fair holtili- 
ties , or honorable contentions for the prize 
of national bravery , but by throwing off the 
principles of humanity , and committing ads 
of cruelty againlt thofe who are unable to 
defend themfelves ; the name of Barbarians , 
with which they have injurioufly branded the 
relt of mankind , may w ith much more pro- 
priety be retorted on themfelves. Itwasim- 
poflible lor me , who have no public charader, 
to have ufed any interelt in favor of thefe 
rniferable men ; I ffiould have expofied my own 
life to the fufpicions of the populace , with 
w 7 hom, in their prefent rage, or rather madnefs, 
no perfuafions , drawn either from interelt or 
compaHion, would have any w eight. 

The fpirits of this people are much elated 
with the news lately arrived of the furrender 
of Potidea, which has held out two years, and 
is now given up to the Athenian generals, on 
conditions very favorable to the inhabitants, 
who are permitted to retire with part of their 
effeds to Chalcis. The Athenians blame their 
generals for granting thefe terms ; and maintain, 
that want v of provibons , and failure of relief , 
would have forced the place to furrender at 
difcretion. But they certainly aded with judge- 
ment; lor the army had fuffered much, by 
lying in the field during the inclemencies of 
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a Thracian winter, and the expenfes of the 
liege amounted already to 2000 talents. 

The plague , I hear , daily decreafes at 
Athens, which will give me an opportunity', 
of removing my liatiou , and making inquiries 
myfelfon the fcene of a&ion, inltead of hearken- 
ing to the reports of others at a dillance from 
it. 1 fliall there inquire lurther into the truth, 
of an intelligence 1 lately received , that the 
difpolitions of the people are very favorable 
towards Pericles; and that his friends are in 
great hopes he will Ihortly recover his former 
authority, which , confidering the fudden re- 
volutions of popular governments , and the 
fuperior talents of Pericles, would not much 
furprife me. May the mighty Oromasdes , 
potent lord, preferve the throne of Cyrus 
from the rude attacks of an unrefirained mul- 
titude , the want ol able fupporters , and the 
union of the Greeks 1 * 

LETTER XXXII. 

t 

Orsames to Oleander. From Thebes in 
yEgypt. 

A ft e r the account which my lalt letter 
gave thee, Oleander, of the nature and genius 
of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, I would in this 
proceed to conlider them in a very remarkable 
confequence they have had in the religious 
oeconomy of this country; the worlhip, I 
mean , which thou halt fo often heard is every 
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where paid in it to fome ot other of its home- 
bred animals. This is indeed fo ftriking an 
article among the many national peculiarities of 
this people, that it would be an unpardonable 
want of curiofity in a foreigner, not to inquire 
a little into the reafons upon w hich it is found- 
ed ; and the Itate of the cafe I take in few words 
. to be this : that the feveral animals now wor- 
fhipped in jEgypt, having been at firft applied * 
as parts of a religious language, in the wav 
of emblem, already defcribed to thee, to exprefs 
* the natures and attributes of ^Egyptian gods, 

have by time acquired fuch a degree of facrednefs, 
as to be themfelves added to the number of them. 
The temples here, of which there are great num- 
bers, are 'all of them furnifhed with fome animal 
reprefentation ; and the ftriking magnificence of 
their outfide firutfture forms, I have often thought, 
a ridiculous contrail to the contemptible mcan- 
nefs of the facred inhabitant within ; w hich is, 
perhaps, a cat, an ape, or an ibis, the ap- 
propriated divinity of the particular pile. The 
regard paid by the Egyptians to the feveral 
fpecies of animals , w hofe figures confiitute this 
fyfiem of religious emblemry, is really incredible 
but to an eye-witnefs of it. They have their 
guardians or attendants appointed them by 
public authority, who are to provide them their 
diet and other accommodations ; an office not 

of no fmall expenfe , as well as delicacy. The 
executors of this truft are difiinguifhed by cer- 
tain inlignia proper to their order; and in 


efieemed unworthy perfons ofconfiderable rank, 
and which, as it is conduced, is in itfelfamattter 
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confequence hereof are entitled to very par- 
ticular marks of refpe<9, and reverence from all, 
who either with deCgn or by accident come in 
their way. In fome inftances, I am told, to 
have killed one of thefe confecrated animals , 
though ever fo much by hazard, is capital with- 
out remiflion ; and as often as they die of them- 
felves , either by ficknefs or old age, the w r hole 
provifion which is lodged in the houfe where 
the death happens , is rendered unlawful to be 
made ufe of, and the funeral is performed with 
much ceremony , and attended with as great 
appearances of forrow as we lhould beftow upon 
that of our neareft kindred , or moll endeared 
friends. After what I have obferved to thee, 
Oleander, ofthe politic vanity of the priefthood 
in this country, thou wilt not wonder if fome 
of thefe confecrations are built upon reafons fo 
abftrufe and recondite, as, however they may 
afford fome kind of apology for this practice to 
the learned, can, lamfure, adminifter none 
to the vulgar, as lying much out of the reach 
of common apprehenfion. And to fay the truth, 
[befides that, as a Perfian , I have no great 
opinion of temples in general, which, whilft 
they give a fplendor and majefty to the outfide 
lace of religion , feem to me calculated to fully 
the inward purity of it as fuggefting too con- 
fined an idea of the powers and prefence of 
the gods,] I have ftill a much greater difficulty 
with myfelf to conceive, amidit all thofe refin- 
ed pretences which are here offered for this 
emblem worfhip , that the figure of a cat or an 
ape can be, in any regard, a fit reprefentative 
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of thofe adorable and moft excellent natures , 
when , in the judgment of our wife and ve- 
/ nerable Magi, not even the human form itfelf 
is allowed to be fuch. Adieu. 

O. 


LETTER XXXIII. 


Oleander to Gobryas. 


I 


t is with pleafure that I inform thee, noble 
fatrap , of my return to Athens, where the 
plague is almoft entirely ceafed , though the 
ravages it has made , the defolation it has 
caufed in the moft confiderable families, and 

c ' 

the weak and difpirited turn it has given to 
the affairs of this ftate in general , will be 
felt long after all fymptoms of infection have 
difappeared. 

A very extraordinary event juft preceded 
my arrival , the refioration of Pericles to his 
former authority. Shall I fay the people have 
fhown their good fenfe , or their folly , by 
their conduct with regard to him? the one in 
placing him at the helm when conjunctures 
of difficulty and diftrerts require a minifter of 
experience and abilities; the other, by per- 
mitting their natural ficklenefs to appear fa 
ftrongly by fuch a total change of their fentj- 
ments , as now to reverence him as their 
protestor and leader , whom , but a few 
months ago, they gave up with ignominy to th# 
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accufations of his enemies , and thought guilty 
of the higheft mifdemeanors. 

Pericles appeared wholly engaged in the 
domeftic concerns of a private life, and was in 
the height of his grief lor the lofs of Paralus, 
the lalt of his legitimate children, when they 
invited him to accept his former office of ge- 
neral. Alcibiades and his other friends, whofe 
intrigues contributed not a little to this fudden 
revolution , perfuaded hii# to come abroad and 
fhow himfelf to the people. They received 
him with great marks of affe$ion and efteem, 
and at their requeft he hqs refumed the adminif- 
tration of their affairs. His power is already fo 
firmly eltablilhed,thathe has procured the abroga- 
tion of a law he was himfelf the author of, winch 
enacted, that none were to be deemed citizens 
of Athens , but tliofe whofe father and mother 
were both Athenians. At the time it paffed , 
five thoufand Athenians loft their liberty for 
want of the qualification which it required, 
and were fold for flaves. The only intent of 
its prefent repeal is , that he may be allowed 
to enrol his natural fon in the regifter of his 
tribe by his own name. Thus has Pericles 
triumphed over the fhort-lived infults of his 
enemies; and not only fixed the natural in- 
conftancy of the Athenians in his favor , but 
even rifen from his fall with redoubled vigor; 
a circumftanee in which , either through his 
fuperior fortune or fuperior addrefs , he i» 
yet unrivalled by the greateftof his predecefTors, 
who have conduced the counfels of this republic. 
Thou mayeft eafily imagine, potent minifter. 


Digitized by Google 



i36 


ATHENIAN 


that my defire to ufe every method that could; 
poflibly promote the fervice of Artaxerxes ,> 
and a curio fity very natural in fuch cafes to be 
known to fo eminent a perfon, would induce 
xne to omit no opportunity of being introduced 
to Pericles. * My patron and friend Philemon, 
who , from his long experience in buGnefs, 
and his lingular humanity, has acquired the 
veneration and love of the whole city, and. 
particularly of PericSes, though he has fome- 
tirnes oppofed his meafures , • has done me 
that kind office. I was prefented to him as 
a native of Ephefiis , vyjto having travelled over 
a great part of the Eaft , and acquired fome 
knowledge of its cuftoms and policies, and fome 
tafte alfo for Grecian literature , was delirous to 
fpend the remainder of my life under the mild 
and juft government of Athens. Pericles* 
received me with his ufual affability : and 

J 

afked me whether I exercifed any employment 
here? I told him (what I always anfvver to 
fuch a queltiou) that my brother, who was a 
merchant of Ephefus, and had great corref- 
pondence at Athens , tranfa&ed much of his 
bufinefs through my hands, but that the chief 
reafon of my fettling in this place was to enjoy 
the happinefs of obeying the excellent laws 
of fb wife a ftate , and to converfe with the 
inhabitants of a city the moft famed in Greece 
for learning and politenefs. He feemed pleafed 
with my anfwer, and inquired into feveral par- 
ticulars relating to the manners of Afia , the 
ftrength and riches of PerGa, and the characters 
of the minifiers of the fublime court I found 
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Mm no ftranger to the fhining qualities of our 
monarch , or the great talents of Megabyzus , 
and thyfelf. I am not without hopes that my 
being admitted into the acquaintance of Pe- 
ricles may furnifh me with opportunities of ac- 
quiring a (till further knowledge of his character, 
defigns , and the maxims of his politics. Pre- 
parations are going on here for the next years 
campaign; twenty galleys are ready to fail to 
INaupa&us, which is a port very advantageoufly 
fituated for interrupting the Corinthian naviga- 
tion, and obferving the motions of their fleet. 
The admiral, whofe name is Phormio, is in 
fuch repute for his valor and conduct, that the 
public chofe to pay his debts out of the treafury, 
rather than be deprived of his fervice. And 
bere it may not be improper to lay before thee 
a fhort account of the method ufed at Athens 
in fetting forth their naval equipments. It is 
fomething particular , and will give thee an 
idea of the military regulations of this people, 
as thou haft already had of their civil. The 
expenfes of thefe .preparations are not laid 
upon the people in general , but difcharged 
by a clafs of the richeft citizens , taken out of 
every# tribe: Sixteen are allotted to fit out each 
trirein. Any citizen , who is elected trierarch, 
or commander of a galley , is obliged to accept 
the office , unlefs he can produce another 
citizen richer than himfelf. , The former muft. 
likewife propofe to change cfiates with the 
other , who is forced to accept the propofai 
under the penalty of fitting out the galley himfelf. 
Thou mayeft eaiily imagine that this law (to- 
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which the poorer fort , who are always the 
bulk of a nation, are ftrongly attached ) gives oc- 
calion to frequent contelts, delays, and evafions ; 
and before they can be accommodated , the 
feafon for action is fometimes lolt. Far dif- 
ferent are the awful mandates of the great king, 
which are no fooner defigned , than executed 
with the utmolt vigor. They are fwift and 
irrefiftible, like the piercing lightning lhot from 
the hand of Oromasdes : Alia trembles at them, 
and confelfes its lawful fovereign. 

From Athens. P. 


LETTER XXXI V. 

Cleander to Otanes. 

Shortly after my arrival and fettlement in 
this city, I gave thee, potent lord , an account 
of its extent and magnificence in general. Hav- 
ing firice had opportunity of furveying its parts 
more exafily, I proceed row to give thee a 
fuller and more particular defcription of them ; 
and in doing this I fhall chufe to begin , w here 
a It ranger molt naturally would , at the ^lace 
of his landing, the port. This indeed conlifts 
of two parts , the Piraeus and Phalerus, which 
together are the great emporium of trade , and 
the magazine of all their naval Itores. Not 
that even thefe are without their ornaments ; 
for in this we meet with the feveral temples 
of Jupiter, Minerva, and Ceres, and altars 
to the unknown go ns ? a remarkable inltance 
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of the great fuperftition , and, at the fame time, 
the little foundation there is for it among this 
people. In the other, belides feveral temples, 
there is a very neat portico, in which is a pic- 
ture of Themistocles , by whofe advice this 
port was converted from a court of judicature 
to what it now is, and near to it his fepulchre 
alfo ; his citizens being willing to allow him 
a place among them when dead , which they 
refilled him while alive , though whether he 
is really interred here or no is very uncertain. 
In the paflage from hence towards the city are 
one or two porticos , though of no great name, 
till you come to the Ceramicus, a quarter fo , 
called from a hero of that name, as fome fay, 
though others give it a much lefs noble deriva- 
tion ; and in this are an infinite number of 
temples, theatres, porticos, and ftatues. Of 
the temples , the molt remarkable is that facred 
to Jupiter the deliverer, and built upon the 
expullion of the Perfians ; and clofe by it is a 
noble portico, in which are painted the twelve 
fuperior deities, as they are called here, and 
a figure of Theseus, together with a reprefenta- 
tion of that form of government which prevails 
here, viz. democracy, confiding of a number 
of fmaller figures fo difpofed as to form one 
uniform body, adorned with a crown and other 
enfigns of authority. Near this a very line 
fiatue of Apollo Alexikakos is jufi now erect- 
ing, as a token of their gratitude to him, for 
having freed them from the late terrible pefii- 
lence. At tome diltance from hence is the court, 
where the great council of five hundred affeinble, 
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which is very properly adorned with the re- 
prefentation of Jupiter the counsellor; and 
on one hand of this , another figure of the col- 
lective body of the people; on the other, the 
venerable portraits of Draco , Solon , and 
their legiflators , than which nothing can be 
more augufi, efpecially as they are finilhed by 
the mafierly hand of Timanthus. Near this is 
a vaft collection of ftatues, fome of their gods, 
others of their old kings and heroes; and yet 
numerous as they are, they aver, that they 
are now far fhort of what they were before 
the facking of the city by Xerxes , who def- 
troyed or carried away molt of the belt. It is 
’ in this quarter that one of the greateli curiofi- 
ties in the city is found ; namely , a copious 
fpring of frelh water which is the only one 
in it ; and clofe by it is a temple , dedicated 
to the Eleufinian Ceres , too facred to be ap- 
proached by any , but thofe who have been 
initiated into her venerable mylteries ; fo I can 
give no account of what it contains. Before 
it Hands an ox very finely carved, and the ftatue 
of a man- called Epimenides, whom they re- 
port to have llept forty years together in a 
cave , and at the end of that term to have 
appeared , to the infinite amazement of liimfelf 
as well as friends. Near it is a fiatue of the 
heavenly Venus done by Phidias , in fo ex- 
quifite a manner and tafte , that it may ferve 
to convince pofterity of the happy genius of 
this great mafter , and be an inimitable fpe- 
cimen of the productions and workinanlhip of 
this age. 
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A little above the Ceramicus is the famous 
Portico called Poecile , from the variety of 
admirable paintings with which it is adorned. 
It is here that fome of the greatett matters in 
this art have employed all their tkill; the fub- 
je#s, as well as the finifliing of them, having 
given a fine opportunity of fhowing the extent 
of it. In the middle is the battle of Theseus 
with the Amazons ; on one fide the burning of 
Troy, with the portraits of their chief leaders 
in that famous expedition; and on the other, 
a large and full reprefentation of the battle of 
Marathon, fo fatal to the Perfian power, and 
fo glorious to this city. • In this thou wilt 
imagine the painter would omit no circurnfiance 
of doing honor to his country , or difcredit to 
ours : the rout of our hionarch’s troops is too 
well and too livelily exprelfed , not to raife 
the utmoft concern and indignation in the faithful 
Oleanders breafi ; and though 1 am tempted 
by the finenefs of the performance to fpeak of 
it more fully , as well as I was to furvey it 
more clofely, yet I forbear to dwell upon a 
fubjecft that mutt be equally difagreeable to us 
both. Before it Hands a group of fiatues of 
their chief leaders and lawgivers; among whom 
Solon, as he deferves, is in a more eminent 
and dittinguilhed place ; and at a little diftance, 
my old friend Philemon pointed to an altar, 
which he faid was the only one in ail Greece 
dedicated to Compaffion ; infinuating, like a 
true Athenian, the peculiar humanity on which 
theyfo much value themfelves. Near this (be- 
fides the famous temple of Theseus, Castor, etc. 
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which I mentioned in my laft) is the court 
called Prytaneum , where the original laws of 
Solon are depofited , and kept with the utmoft 
care ; and a temple fo ancient as to boalt of 
Deucalion , the great reltorer of mankind , as 
they fay, altera deluge, for its founder* Not 
far from hence is a part qf the city called the 
Gardens; and altreet named the Tripods, where 
are ,tvvo line temples , one of Bacchus , the 
other of JEsculapius , both remarkable for 
feveral exquilite paintings , reprefenting the 
extraordinary actions of the one , and cures 
of the other. From hence lies the afcent ,. 
by- marble Iteps, to the citadel or upper city, 
of which , and the famous Partlienion in it , 
I gave fome defcription in my former letter; 
and to give a minute and full one w ould exceed 
the limits of this. The great number of temples, 
and the Itill greater of Itatues and pictures, are 
not to be conceived : thofe of Minerva , as 
being the guardian and protecftrefs of the city, 
Itrike the eye in every part of it , but here in 
a particular manner. Here the contelt between 
her and Neptune is fet forth in more than one 
place; and it is here that a ltatue of her in 
brafs , formed out of the fpoils taken at Ma- 
rathon, is placed , of fo fiupendous a lize, as 
to be a mark for Ihips failing at great diltance. 
Belide thefe appropriated to the gods and heroes, 
I Ihould inform thee , that there are feveral 
other public buildings, defigned for places of ex- 
ercife and entertainment. Their theatres in par- 
ticular grow daily more and more fplendid, and 
their gymnalia are built with fo much grandeur 
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and magnificence, as to appearalmoli like towns. 
And a little way from the city is another Ce- 
rarnicus, defigned and fet apart for the burying- 
plaee of all thofe who have done fervice to 
their country by their lives , or honor to it by 
their deaths ; near which is an enclofure and 
plantation called the Academy, to which the 
philofophers and men of letters (here a large 
tribe) daily refort, and entertain themfelves 
or their difciples with difquilitions and debates 
upon all points of fcience. In a word, it were 
endlefs to recite all the firu<$tures and curiofities 
with which this city abounds; and yet amidft 
all this pomp, and among the infinite number 
of buildings, it may feem wonderful, that there 
are none but what are in honor to their gods 
and benefa&ors, or for public ufe. They are 
as frugal in what are defigned for their own 
fervice, as they are expenfive in thefe. They 
build for the credit of public , and not lor 
private luxury ; and if immortal natures could 
receive any fatisfacftion from the beauty and 
grandeur of the Itru&ures dedicated to them, 
Athens would be no lefs the habitation of 
the gods , than they boaft it to be of humanity 
and politenefs. Adieu. 

v R. 
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LETTER X X X V. 

Cleander to Megabyzus. 

X have made it my bufinefs, fage lord, to 
inquire into the lives and characters of fuch 
Athenians, whether living or dead, as are molt 
remarkable for the fervices they have done 
their own country, or the mifchiefs they have 
done ours ; and lend thee fome commentaries 
of them enclofed. In perufing thefe, thou 
wilt foon be convinced that it was not chance 
or ill-fortune which the Perfians are to blame 
for their defeats ; when thou (halt learn , and 
by fo many inftances be convinced of the re- 
folute but cool courage of Miltiades , the 
heady inflexible integrity of Aristides , the 
engaging virtues and humane deportment of 
Cimon ; (I mention not Themistocles , as thou 
wert no ftranger to his abilities while in the 
fervice of our great monarch ; ) when thou fhalt 
conlider the great and elevated foul of Pe- 
ricles , direding all his care and thought, his 
whole life and fortune , to the fervice of his 
country, impatient indeed of rivals, not becaufe 
he fears their eclipfing him , but that, confcious 
of his own fufficiency and upright intentions, 
he is unwilling to have any obftacles to con- 
trol him in his great defigns : I fay , when 
thou fhalt conlider all thefe circumftances , 
thou w r ilt be no longer furprifed that under 
fuch powerful conductors, fo fmall a ftate fliould 
have fo long withftood and baffled the repeated 

attacks 
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attacks of the molt formidable empire in the 
world. Nay, were it not for the counterpoife 
that thefe heroes have in the perverfenefs and 
folly , the ficklenefs and refentment of thofe 
w ilh whom they have to do , I Ihould not be 
w ithout apprehenlion , that danger might ap- 
proach even the throne of Cyrus. May the 
Greeks continue to fight our battles by their 
linfcafonable dilTenfions; and while they have 
their Cleons and their Tolmides’s , the defigns 
of even a Pericles mult ever prove as abortive 
as they lately did, when he convened all the Itates 
of Greece, and employed the utmolt power of 
his eloquence, to engage them in a league againft 
the great king, but to no purpofe, _ But here 
I paufe , and my foul even fhudders , w hile I 
recite to thee a particular concerning Themis- 
tocles , little known , and therefore not in- 
ferted among the relations which 1 fend thee. 
It feems, that lhortly after obtaining that fatal 
victory over the Perfians , (when the prefence 
of Xerxes added to his difgrace, ) in conjunc- 
tion with , and by the alliliance of the con- 
federated fleet of all their allies , he made a 

I iropofal to Aristides, (who was eommiflioned 
jy thecity to receive and judge of it privately,) 
to fall on and deliroy that very fleet , in order 
to render Athens abfolute at lea. Aristides 
reported , that nothing indeed could be more 
advantageous to, or more promote the pow r er 
of the commonwealth , than Themistocles’s 
propofal ; but withal , that it would be the 
molt unjuft thing in the world to execute it. 
On 'this it was dropped, and Themistocles’s 
1. 10 
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friends fay , that it was a high love and regard 
lor his country , which alone put him on a 
delign, which his foul otherwife would have 
abhorred. But can a love of one’s country, 
or any other coniideration , excufe fuch hor- 
rible perfidy? No, potent fatrap, w'e are no 
longer men , when we fhake off the common 
principles of humanity ; fuch defperate defigns 
fpeak a inind not to be controuled by any faith 
or by any ties ; and he who could fo bafely 
think of facrificing his friends and allies to his 
country , would not fcruple to facrifice even 
that country to his own intereit or refentinents. 
Adieu. 

From Athens. R. 


End of the fecond Year of the Peloponnejian 
fVar. 
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The third Year of the Peloponnefian W a r. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

Cleander to Gobryas. 

The danger which threatens Athens makes 
its approaches by flow but fure fteps. The 
Peloponnefians have made no incurfion upon 
the territory of Attica; they feem bent upon 
reducing fuch cities as are allied to their enemies, 
'whereby they may be fecured 1'rom their an- 
noyance , and have a fafe retreat even in an 
adverfary’s country: they are now fet down 
before Plataea, a city in firm alliance with this 
ftate. Archidamus the Lacedaemonian king, 
upon advancing toward the city, was addrefied 
by deputation from the Plataeans , who re- 
inonftrated to him how unjufiifiable the hoftili- 
ties were which he was preparing, fince the 
liberty and privileges of that city were con- 
ferred upon it by the unanimous voice of 
Greece, lor their gallant behaviour in the Per- 
fian war , and were in a particular manner 
confirmed by Pausanias, the Lacedaemonian 
general , with a promife of inviolable fecurity. 
Archiuamus made anfwer , that he had no 
obje&ion to their pretentions , provided they 
would join in refcuing that common liberty 
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from the tyranny of Athens, which they had 
fn bravely defended againlt the arms of'Perfia; 
or at lealt, that they w ould be neutral as to all 
holiililies , and give them the fame amicable 
reception they w'ould the Athenians ; or if they 
pleafed , they might intrult him with the pol- 
fclfion of their city, which he would preferve 
, from the lealt damage , and reliore to them , 
with all its properties and immunities, at the 
conclulion of the war; and in the mean time, 
would contribute what might be fufficient for 
their fublilience. Anfwer was made to thefe 
propof’als , that they could not poflibly yield 
to them , without acquainting the Athenians, 
who had their wives and clyldren within their 
walls ; and delired a truce of three or lour 
days for this ptirpofe , which was accordingly 
allowed. The Platoean deputies were received 
here with exprellions of the highelt refpeCtand 
affection , and afiurance of fidelity to their en- 
gagements on the fide of Athens, and were fent 
Back to the city with earnelt exhortations that 
no conceffions mbdit be made to their common 
enemy; which fo far prevailed upon the Pla- 
tseans , that they refolved to anfwer them 
only from the w alls. 

Upon perceiving this, Archidamus, (as 
though it were impious to aflault a city yet 
under the protection of its cods,) after invoking 
, the tutelar deity and guardian powers of Plataea 
to witnefs the jultice of his whole conduCt in 
the amicable terms he had offered , and the 
' jult vengeance he was going to execute for 
their refufal, blocked up the city. The feveral 
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afTaultshe has made, though maintained with 
the utmolt bravery , have proved unfuccefsful 
againlt the ftralagerns or refolution with which 
the Plataeans either evade or repulfe them ; fo 
that the event of this (iege mult be the fubje6fc 
of another letter. 

If the Peloponnefians have been hitherto 
unfuccefsful at Plataea , the Athenians have 
been more fo in an expedition lately made by 
their army in Thrace. Two thou fund heavy- 
armed men and two hundred horfe were lent 
againlt the Chalcidians , under the joint com- 
mand of three officers , Xenophon and two 
others. Upon their arrival near Spartolum 
(a town of the enemy’s) they found a faction 
within the walls ready to furrender and receive 
them as friends, but were oppofed by a contrary 
party, who had in the interim fent to beg 
luccour of the Olynthians, which accordingly 
came and engaged the Athenians near Spartolum. 4 
The Chalcidian and auxiliary heavy-anned fol- 
diers were worlted , and fled into the town; 
but in another part of the action , their horfe 
and light-armed men routed thole of the Athe- 
nians. A referve in the town, being reinforced 
by another fmall party from the Olynthians , 
made a frefh attack upon the Athenians; upon 
which they retreated to their, baggage , and 
joined two companies left there. From hence 
they annoyed the enemy with their miffivc 
weapons, who gave ground, and the Athenians 
advanced forward, and they continued to retire. 
The Athenians, through the warmth of pprfuit, 
being drawn out into an inconvenient lituation, 
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the Chalcidian horfe attacked them, broke their 
ranks , and put them to flight. The three 
commanding officers and conliderable part of 
the men are cut off, and the remnant of the 
defeated army took refuge in Pontidaea. I 
have fent thee this fhort account of the en- 
gagement, as it is brought by an exprefs juft 
arrived from Thrace , not doubting but thou 
wilt have a more particular one by a nearer 
conveyance. 

Thus do the foes of Perfia continue to wafte 
each other, and prevent, by their own aniinofi- 
ties , that vengeance which they have reafon 
to dread from thy councils and the arms of 
Artaxerxes. I know not whether the fhame 
and lofs of this defeat will fo much affe& the 
minds of this people, as another lofs Ihey are 
like to fuftain ; I mean that of Perici.es hiinfelf, 
xvhofe health fenfibly decays, which, I am 
* perfuaded , ought to be more dear to them 
than the lives of thoufands. The plague, which 
raged here fo lately amongfi all the ranks of 
men, fpared not Pericles ; that a$ive minifter 
firuggled with his dillernper, without remitting 
any thing of his concern for the public. But, 
alas! how could a frail diliempered body keep 
pace with fucli a foul? its efforts are too lirong 
for the bands which united it ; like a fierce liori 
in the toils, whofe activity is reft rained , it has 
almoft burft through its confinement, and will 
foOTi leave its unworthy concomitant , and fly 
to the abodes which are allotted to thofe who 
have fpent a life of toil and danger in the fer- 
vice of their country. 

From Athens. H. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Smerdis to Oleander. 

T * 

hough thou art by extra&ion a Greeks 
yet I no more fufped thy attachment to the 
religion, than our generous monarch does thy 1 
fidelity to the government, of Perfia. I know 
thou muft alike difapprove the unfteadinefs of 
thy country’s polity and philofophy, . The 
fcruples thou haft imparted to me I receive 
as an inltance of tendernefs to our faith, which 
you with to fee purged of all doubts. But this 
cannot be, Oleander; the origin, power, and 
dealings of Ari m an i us with the fons of men 
are rnyfterious and unaccountable; they puzzle 
the ableft fpeculatift with gloomy apprehenftons 
and inexplicable difficulties ; while the con- 
templation oI Oromasdes refrelhes the foul with . 
agreeable truths, and branches out into, in- 
numerable paths of delightful knowledge. 
Wonder not at this , and expe# not to have 
all thy doubts removed concerning the nature 
of that evil one, whofe belt emblem is darknefs; 
rather withdraw thy attention, and.: place it 
where it may ever be employed with delight 
and fatisfa&ion. How Tweet is the view ofai* 
expanded lawn , or the azure field of heaven , 
after the eye has been fatigued with , prying 
into a difficult fcheme , or narrowly viewing 

fome complex piece of machinery ? Such is the 

\ 
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refrefhment the foul feels , when it turns from 
Arimanius to beloved ‘Yesd an 28 , from con- 
fufion to order, from difcord to peace, from 
the author of ill to .the ever- beauteous fource 
of all good. I arn unwilling to blame thy 
anxiety fotf°inan; Wet thy knowledge of our 
holy prophet makes it blaineable: he, one would 
think , . have difperfed the cloud that 

hung Over- us, when he deba fed the enemy of 
our nature , the vile Arimanius, who afpired 
to equal the highelt ,■ and had infufed an opi- 
nion of his equality into the minds of deluded 
mortals. The enlightened fage was confcious 
of his ufurpation ; he quefiioned his fovereigntv, 
he dethroned the impoltor , and pronounced 
him impoterit.' From that hour a fweet ferenity 
polfeffed the heart of true believers ; an ines- 
timable folace from tlie alfurance that we are 

altogether ill the hands of benign Yesdan ; a con- 

• • • • ‘ 7 

folation envied us by curfed Ahriman , which 
even now he labors to fubvert, and leave thy 
bofom deftitute of peace. Bu t let not the dignity 
of OromasDes fuller in thy* opinion , who can 
as arbitrarily difpofe of Arimanius , as of the 
ineanelt of his creatures V and will not Jail to 

{ jlunge him in everlafimg mifeiy, for his re- 
mllious attempts to withdraw his adorers , 
when all the evil he delights in, and is per- 
mitted to exercifeq* will prey upon him Self. 
Thefie are truths , Clean wer , taught bv the 
wifdom of Zerdusht, <amlarea purer emblem 

* 4 . - • i * . « . * » . ■» t 

. 4 &. * • ' » * * A * ^ * r * * 

- 8 Yesdan and Ahriman arc two different names far 
Orojwasdes and Arimanius. Ss / v t 
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of the divinity, than the holy flame depofited 
in the temple of Balch. Relt fecure, that man- 
kind , whom thou halt fuch a tender regard 
for , will find juliice ; every action will be 
weighed in the balance of thofe angels, who 
guard that bridge which all mortals mult pafs. 
Our own deeds will determine our happinefs, 
or doom us to the kingdom of Ahriman. What ! 
fayelt thou! lhall the wicked Ahriman be per- 
mitted to punilh thofe whom he has feduced ? 
Doubt it not, Cleander; they who liltened 
to his fuggeflions, will have their lot with him. 
To inflict ill , is an imperfection : the great 
Oromasdes cannot do it; thofe therefore whole 
lives call lor punilhment, are alligned over to 
that being, who is the parent of all ill. Oro- 
masdes only draws his protection from the 
unhappy wretches , and Arimanius ft r ait per- 
ceives that his dominion is enlarged; he takes 
polleflion of them , as quickly as darknefs takes 
the place of light , when the lovely Mithras 
links beneath the weliern mountains. 

Is it not enough that we know Ahriman 
is our foe? that he triumphs in our weaknefs? 
Is not this all the knowledge of him that is 
uleful to us? Mult we alfo inquire into his 
origin, and the reafon of his power? Shall 
we not truft the cmmfels of Heaven , unlefs 
we be made privy to them ; which , like a 
dazzling beam of light upon the feeble eye-ball, 
would confound lriftead of enli^htenim* the 
human mind ? W hen we make any real progrefs 
in fcienCe, how flow and fhort are our lteps? 
Yet we fuffer ourfelves to grafp at immentity, 
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to ftretch the imagination beyond the limits of 
time, and inquire into the nature of eternity, 
whether good and evil be of equal duration, 
and whether in confequence their power mult 
be the fame ; whether , if Ahriman had a 
beginning, he can without impiety be num- 
bered amongft the works of Oromasdes ; or 
whether the elements (from whence the frame 
of nature watf called forth by the voice of Oro- 
masdes) are not of a generative power, and 
in the confufion of chaos in their utmofi dif- 
cord , during their molt impure mixture and 
defilement, produced this evil one. A thou- 
fand volumes have been employed on thefe 
fubjecls without fuccefs ; for fome truths can 
never be difelofed , becaufe Providence has 
purpofely thrown a veil over them. Ahrimaw 
cannot , fav the learned , be part of the crea- 
tion , becaufe he partakes nothing of the di- 
vine original. It is molt certain , that hateful 
and malignant being, fo repugnant to the deity 
in his will and a&ions, could not receive fo 
detettable a form of nature from fo pure a caufe. 
It is not long lince (as thou kno welt) the thrice 
venerable Ostanes dwelt amongit us , whole 
wifdorn , as grateful as a refrelhing dew to the 
parched earth , funk into the bofom of his 
thirliy hearers. He was deeply Ikilled in the 
invariable laws of nature , and judged foberly 
of the motives of Providence itfelf. He would 
often fay, the elements, and whatever is mere- 
ly of their compolition , have the arbitrary 
will of Yesdan as a law ; they are governed by 
©eceffity, and know no choice. Where God 
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Las given reafon, he has made the a&ions of 
that being free, and the refult of reafon; man 
therefore is free, and the molt exalted heavenly 
fpirits are free as man, and may chtife amifs 
like him , until by a fieady perfeverance in 
right they render themfelves habitually good , 
and make a nearer approach to their Maker y 
who cannot do ill. Such a one as thofe I can 
fuppofethe eurfed Ahriman once to have been, 
a refined fpirit full of excellence and beauty, / 

when he arofe from the creating hand ofOito- 
wasdes , lit to prelide over and regulate the 
frame of nature, and perhaps employed in that 
glorious fervice , happy in the powers of his 
nature, in his eminence of ltalion , and the 
contemplation of his immortality. I can conceive 
him venturing even to doubt, whether there 
be a power fufficient to didolve an immortal 
fpirit like himfelf, (which brought into being 
feemed to have an independent title to eternity 
and happinels , ) and to mifapply reafons , till 
lie had engaged himfelf in a thought of revolt- 
ing from God , and (which he ltill fo induf- 
trioufly aims at) of retaining in the worlhip of 
himfelf alone that part of the univerfe which 
he fuperintended. The Almighty would not 
counteract his own wife decree ; he would 
not interfere with fredom, which his ail-feeing 
eye then perceived to be abufed : but from that 
moment lie w ithdrew his cherilhing iniluence 
from the apoftate fpirit, who was as it were 
expelled that prefence which gladdens the 
univerfe. Immediately he lhed all hit? excel- 
lence ; his comelinefs fell from him , and he 
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abhorred his own deformities, but much more 
all that was fair and good, which could upbraid 
him with the glory he had forfeited, and his 
prefent execrable lot. The wicked conceptions 
he had indulged him fell in were now unref- 
traiued , and the foie good he could propofe 
was the gratification of himfelf in ill. 

Mayli thou , Oleander , find arguments 
herein to appeafe thy doubts, and jultify to 
thvfelf the ways of Providence , fo as to look 
with indifference on the dangers to which the 
nature of thy. employment fubje&s thee; and 
if they fhould take hold of thee , to bear thy 
fate with lefs concern than we , wdio know 
thee, mu ft bear the report. Adieu. 

From Balch in Baitria. H- 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

Oleander to Orsames. 

I have now found leifure , noble Orsames , 
to complete my delign of giving thee a curfory 
view of the prefent Bale of philofophy in Greece; 
and however imperfe# the execution of it proves, 
let me venture to hope, that by taking iny fhare 
in this literary correfpondence, I make the molt 
fuitable return to the letters thou haB lately fa- 
vored me with , pn the hieroglyphical learning 
of the /Egyptians; a fubje6t on which, it might 
be ealily imagined , that the acutenefs of thy 
judgment , and the elegance of thy Byle, would 
both dilplay themfelves to advantage. 
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In our philofophical progrefs we have al- 
ready gone through the fe$ of Thaj.es, and are 
next to paf’s through lhal ol Pythagoras. Tins 
celebrated philolojiher , born in the fourth year 
of the /)3d olympiad , was (according to the 
general opinion) the fon of a fculptorat Samos; 
but the meanncf s of his parentage did not hinder 
him from being educated under one of the 
greateft men of his time, Pherecydes ofSyrus, 
who firft taught the immortality of the foul. 
Upon his death , Pythagoras determined to 
trace fcience as it were up to its fountain- 
head , and to fupply himfelf with l'relh l'tores 
of it in thofe parts of the world where it 
feerns to have arifen. Animated by this defire 
of knowledge , he fubmitted to that tedious 
and difcouraging courfe of preparatory difcip- 
line, which is neceflaiy to obtain the benefit' 
of ^Egyptian initiation. When he had inade 
himfelf a thorough matter of the fciences, w hich 
are cultivated in the facerdotal colleges of Thebes 
and Memphis, he purfued his travels through 
the Eatt, converfing w ith the Magi and Indian 
Brachmans, and mixing their doctrines with 
thofe he had learnt in /Egypt. He afterwards 
ftudied the laws of Minos at Crete, and thofe 
of Lycurgus at Sparfa. Having fpent the earlier 
part of his life in this ufelul manner, it is no 
w onder if he returned to Samos W’ell acquainted 
with every thing curious, either in nature or 
art, in foreign countries, improved with all 
the advantages proceeding from a regular and la- 
borious courfe of learned education, and adorn- 
ed likewife with that knowledge of mankind 
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which is neceffary to gain the afcendant over 
them. Pythagoras , accuftomed to freedom » 
tiiflifccd the arbitrary government of Polycrates, 
then tyrant of Samos, and retired to Crotona in 
Italy, where he opened a fchool of philofophy ; 
ond by the gravity and fanCfity of his manners, 
the importance of his tenets, and the peculiarity 
of his inhibitions , foon fpread his fame and 
influence over Italy and Greece. Among other 
projects, which lie ufed to create refpeCl and 
gain credit to his affertion, he concealed hiinfelf 
in a cave, and caufed it to be reported that 
he was dead ; then after fome time he came 
abroad , and pretended that the intelligence 
which his friends gave him in bis retreat, of 
the tranfaCtions of Crotona, was collected dur- 
ing his fiay in the other world among the fhades 
of thedeparted. lie formed the difeiples, who 
Came from all parts to put themfelves under his 
direction, into a kind of republic , where none 
were admitted till a fevere probation had fuf- 
fieienlly exercifcd their patience and docility* 
He afterwards divided them into the efoteric 
and exoteric claffes: to the former he intrufted 
the more fublime and fecret doCtrines, to the 
latter the more fimple and popular. This great 
man found hiinfelf able to unite the chara&er 
of the legiflator to that of the philofopher, and 
to rival Lycurcus and Orpheus in the one , 
Pherecydes and Thales in the other; fol- 
lowing, in this particular, the patterns fet 
him by the Aigyptian prielts , his inftruCtors, 
who are not lei’s celebrated for fettling the civil 
than the religious occouoiny of their nation. 
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In imitation of them, Pythagoras gave laws 
to the republic of Crotona , and brought the in- 
habitants from a hate of luxury and diflolutenefs, 
to be eminent for order and fobriety. Whilli 
he lived, he was frequently confulted by the 
neighbouring republics , as the compofer of 
their differences, and the reformer of their *' 
manners ; and fince his death (which happened 
about the fourth year of the 70th olympiad , 
in a tumult raifed again!! him by one Cylon) 
the adminiftration of their affairs has generally 
been intrufted to fome of his difciples, amongft 
whom,* to produce the authority of their malter 
for any alfertion, is fufficient to efiablifh the 
truth of it without further inquiry. The molt 
celebrated of the philofophical notions of Py- 
thagoras are thole concerning the nature of 
the Deity , the tranfmigration of fouls into 
different bodies, (which he borrowed from the 
Brachinans,) and the fyftem of the world. As 
to the former, he held that God was diffufed 
through all parts of the univerfe , like a kind 
of univerfal foul , pervading every particle of 
matter, and animating every living creature, 
from the moft contemptible reptile to mankind 
themfelves , who ihare a larger portion of the 
divine fpirit. The metempfychofis was founded 
on this maxim , that as the foul was of ce- 
leftial origin, it could not be annihilated, and 
therefore , upon abandoning one body , ne- 
ceffarily removed into another; and frequently 
did penance for its former vicious inclinations, 
in the fliape of a beait or an infebl , before it 
appeared again in that of a human creature. 
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He pretended that he had a particular facility 
given him by the gods, of remembering. the 
various bodies his own foul had palled through, 
and confounded cavillers by referring them to 
his own experience. In his fyftem of the 
world , the third doelrine which diftinguifhes 
his fec3 , was a fuppofition, that the fun was 
at reft in the centre , and that the earth , the 
moon , and the other planets moved round it 
in different orbits. lie pretended to have great 
fkill iri the myfierious properties of numbers , 
and held that fome particular ones contained 
a peculiar force and fignificancy ; but whether 
tliefe were his own whimlical fancies, or the 
refinements of his followers , I know not. It 
is certain he was a great geometrician , and 
inveftigated a famous problem , which goes by 
his name; nor was helefs (killed in the know- 
ledge of nature, though I give no credit to the 
miraculous fecrets he is fuppofed to he matter 
of, neither will I tire thee by mentioning, fuch 
idle fables. This remarkable circuinfiance may 
ferve to conclude my account of him , that 
lie was the . fir ft who called hiinfelf by the 
model! title Philo fopher y a lover of wifdom 
only; whereas the fages , his predecefTors j 
ftyled themfelves SopJii , the wife, arrogantly 
afluming a name, which the voice of mankind 
alone has a right to beftow, and fuppoling they 
pofl'efled what moft of them all their lives pur- 
sued without obtaining. . . , , , . 

There are few particulars known concern- 
ing Aristveus, who fucceeded him in the Italic 
School, , or Mnemarchus his foil who ha 4 

next,. 
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next the honor to be advanced to his father’s place. 
Empedocles of Agrigen turn is at prefen t the 
molt celebrated philosopher of this fe<3 : there 
are feveral wonderful fiories told of him. He 
fee ms , like Pythagoras, to be an able na- 
tural iff, exalted into a magician by the ignorant 
and fuperititious. According to him , the four 
elements are the firft principles of all things, 
which continue in a perpetual flux and agita- 
tion, occalioned by two different qualities, an 
uniting and a feparating one, wdiich , as they 
prevail , vary the productions and effects * of 
nature. Democritus of Abdera (with whom 
I will conclude this account of the Greek 
philofophy) has made himfelf famous , by 
maintaining the atomical fyfleni; of which I 
fhall only fay , that it excludes the exifience 
of a Deitv , and aferibes the formation of the 
world to the fortuitous concourfe of unperiih- 
able atoms endowed w ith motion. The It range 

Q 

humor and temper of the man is not unfuitable 
to fo firange a doctrine ; he finds occaiion for 
laughter in every incident of human life ; a fu- 
neral or a triumph , an affembly of fenators or 
a company of fools contribute equally to his 
'* mirth; juft the contrary character to Heraclitus 
of Ephefus, who finds occaiion for tears in the 
fame actions which excite laughter in the other. 
Thefe are the chief fyfiems of philofophy pre- 
vailing at p refen t in Greece; and the profelfors 
of them , while they outwardly conform to 
the religion of the country , are not only to- 
lerated , but meet w r ith public honors and 
encouragement Thou mayft ealily judge from 

l. .11 
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the differences, which are allow ed in the mofl 
important points , as the nature of the gods , 
the immortality of the foul, and a future ftate, 
that the religion of the Greeks confilts rather 
in a variety of ceremonies and rites, adapted 
to the particular powers and attributes of their 
local deities, than in points of belief, and’ 
eftabliihed doctrines in theological matters. 
Thou wilt likewife obferve, on what unfiable 
foundations the knowledge of nature is at pre- 
fent built, whilft every feCt frames a peculiar 
hypothefis, (which has no relation, either in 
the general principles, or particular branches 
of it , to any of the reft,) and then endeavours 
to balance the want of reafons by the w eight 
of numbers ; as if the only point to be con- 
fidered was , how to perplex mankind by the 
variety of oppofite tenets, inftead of enlighten- 
ing their underftandings; to overbear them by 

E olitive aflertions, inftead of convincing them 
y folid arguments. Till thofe happy times 
fhall Come, when nature may perhaps deign 
to unfold her fecrets to the fearches of in- 
quilitive mortals, let us be contented to gratify 
our curiolity in thefe fpeculations w ithout ex- 
pecting from them much real improvement in 
fcience. Farewel. 

P. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Clean der to Hydaspes. 


Jt was not without reafon, my Hydaspes, 
that when I prornifed thee an account of the 
Grecian poets and hiltorians , I began with the 
characters of the former; lince it is certainly 
true , (though it may feem a kind of paradox , 
to fay it,) that poetical fiction was univerfally 
received in the world before hiltorical certainty. 
Hence is it, that fable has ufurped the place 
of truth , and , except tradition , we have 
fcarcely a guide to conduct us in our fearches 
through the darker and more mvfterious ages 
of antiquity. The Grecian hiftory is an eminent 
proof of this remark, fince the earlieft era of 
it is very differently ftated by the different 
authors who have written upon it. Some fay, 
there is nothing certain before the Trojan war; 
and that no compiler appeared , who was held 
in any degree of reputation, till above 5oo years 
after it. Others there are, who date from the 
beginning of the olympiads ; and many believe 
that period in the annals of time , which is 
ennobled by the reign of our great Cyrus the' 
firlt, whofe authority may be relied on. If 
thou fhouldft fuggeit to thyfelf, that perhaps 
the writers I am now fpeaking of, lay no fort of 
weight upon the credit of the oldeft traditions, 
give me leave to add, that feveral have expofed 1 
themfelves to the julteli cenfure by falling into- 
the contrary extreme. Such as they who/ 


ATHENIAN 


164 

ftudious of Ihowing their regard to the ancient 
reformers*, deliverers, or benefactors of man- 
kind, have overheated their imagination, quitted 
the common theatre of life, and foaring beyond 
the hounds of human probability , have loft 
themfelves in thofe clouds to which they have 
exalted their heroes. I lhall not pretend to 
determine which of thefe are in the right; 
whether the latter , for fear of neglecting l'ome 
hifiorical facts , have not expreffed too much 
depen dance on the authority of the poets and 
tradition; or whether the former, for fear of 
giving into fiction and rliapfody, have not un- 
reafonably defpifed the authority of both. But 
this we may venture to pronounce , that in all 
the accounts which have been given us of the 
firft times , it is out of the power of any one 
to decide where the fable concludes, or the 
truth begins. 

I muft own to thee , Hydaspes , I have 
often endeavoured to trace, in fpeculation, the 
caufe of that error and confufion which pre- 
vails among the precarious traditions of the 
Greek antiquity : and though the fearch has 
too commonly ended in refinement , yet the 
very mention of it at prefent invites me to put 
down thofe conjectures in writing , which have 
long exercifed my thoughts in private. 

In former ages, the Grecians are reprefented 
as favage and illiterate , polfeffed of no public 
annals or records, which alone can afcertain 
the truth of hiltorical facts , relying barely on 
traditional relations , unpractifed in all the 
neceffary arts of life and government. Alter 
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fome centuries it appears, that they received 
the culture of humanity from Phoenician and 
^Egyptian colonies; by thefirlt of whom they 
were inltru&ed in trade, navigation, and the 
ufe of letters; by thelaft, they were initiated 
into civil wifdom, the politer fciences , and 
religious myfteries. Thou knoweft, that the 
abftrwfeft and molt excellent part of the ^Egyp- 
tian learning is allegorical ; and it is generally 
believed, that many of their emblematical fables 
were.tranfplanted into Greece, and embraced 
with a fuperftitious regard by the ignorant 
multitude. The delign of thefe allegories is, 
to Conceal the important do#rines of religion 
from vulgar apprehenfion ; and molt of them 
bear a beautiful refemblance to divers aciions 
in hiftory , or appearances in morals or >in 
nature. Hence arofe the number of monltrous 
fiories concerning their deities and heroes , 
which the primitive Greek fages (fome of whom 
were informed in thefe points by the ^Egyptians, 
who had fettled among them, and others had 
travelled to the very colleges of the priefis for 
information) underltood and explained to their 
fcholars. But when thefe ftories fell afterwards 
into the hands of fanciful men , many new 
ones w r ere added to the old , which defaced 
the beauty of the allufions , and the allegorical 
fenfe being perverted or lorgotten , the literal 
alone remains. Thus the lhadow is preferred 
inliead of the fubliance ; hiftorical certainty 
has been lolt amidft thefe emblematical fables, 
and the firlt inventors of allegory have vitiated 
and corrupted that truth , which they only 
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intended to difguife. In a word the my- 
thology of the Greeks is intermingled with 
their hiltory, and is one principal caufe of its 
uncertainty. ’ 

! 'It has already: been infinuated, 'that the 
ancient Greeks trail fmitted no original annals 
or J records to poiterity , on which it were* 

E oflible to ground an hiltory of the early ages : 
ut may 1 not be permitted to fuppofe , that 
had any genuine records of a nation, fa long 
uncultivated as the Grecian , efcaped nut of 
the ruins of barbarous antiquity*, they would* 
have proved too jejune and uninterefting to 
Afford good materials for an hiltory ? For 
indeed what could be expected from a country, 
one while over-run with fpoil and rapine, w T here 
the inhabitants purfued no uniform method of 
life , continually wandering and unfixed , like 
A lawlefs rout of favages ? Or what could be 
expe$ed from a people, another while employed 
*in the lingering work of reformation, endeavour- 
ing to lay afide the rudenefs of their manners, 
and to exert, though faintly, the rational fa- 
culties of their nature? Nothing, that would 
not have been unworthy the notice of future 
generations, and beneath the dignity of hiltory 
to dwell upon.. In order therefore to com- 
penfate for this defetft, the hiltorians, as well 
as rhapfodifis , in treating of thofe ages , have 
been obliged to make up in fi#ion, what they 
' wanted in reality; and the firlt times are rather 
to be conlidered as a period adorned with the 
fables of poetry, than eltablilhed on undoubted 
monuments. But however the devices of fancy 
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may delight and amufe us, in reading of the 
dark ages, they could never have contributed 
to our entertainment, had they been thrown 
into the accounts of fucceeding times. It is 
there we require fomething more folid, nor 
fhould we be inclined to bear with the over- 
wrought productions of fable. For when the 
Grecians united in fociety , and royalties and 
commonwealths were introduced , we find 
ourfelves arriving at greater certainty every 
fiep we take , and the light of hiftorical truth 
breaking in upon us, the further we advance. 
Nor will this be a matter of wonder to thee, 
Hydaspes, when thou confidereft that the one 
may be regarded as the caufe and parent of 
the other. It was good government, which 
gave life and being to hiltory , and the juft 
legiflator made way for the judicious annalift. 
For as in youth , while the judgment is un- 
fieady, and the principles of men are forming, 
imagination is apt to fupply the want of pru- 
dence; but when they come to years ofmaturer 
difcretion , their cooler and more deliberate 
reafon takes place fo the province of poetical in- 
vention is very wifely feated in the infancy of the 
world, while the order of government was neg- 
lected , and mankind continued in a ftate of 
nature ; but when political focieties increafed , 
and civil inftitutions were formed, the interelts 
and policy of contending ftates opened at once 
a feries of furpriling aCtions, far excelling the 
legends of the poets , and prefented a fair topic 
to the pen of an hiftorian. Adieu. 




Digitized by Google 


ATHENIAN 


168 


LETTER XL. 

Oleander, to Gobryas, Chief Scribe ,* etc . 

univerfal forrow and confufion reign at 
prefent in this city; the old and the young, 
. the civil magiitrate and the military officer, the 
private citizen and the reclufe fcholar , join 
equally in deploring the irretrieyable misfor- 
tune which has befallen Athens , and look 
upon thernfelves as equally involved in its fatal 
confequences. Thou mayft at firft imagine, 

E otent lord, that the late devouring peftilence 
as returned; that the naval force of this re- 
public, its ornament and bulwark, has been 
defeated by the formidable fleet of Corinth; or 
that the victorious arms of Peloponnefus have 
wafted Attica with fire and fvvord, and are 
now forming thetiege of its metropolis. But 
none of thefe calamities have happened ; and 
to detain thee no longer , thou wilt not , I 
believe, be furprifed at fo general a concern, 
when I inform thee that Pericles is dead, 
whofe counfels have fet his countrymen at the 
head of Greece, whofe Heady conduit has carried 
them with honor through the greateft -difficul- 
ties, and whofe military fkill has given motion 
to their fleets and armies , during an adminif- 
tration of forty years. He died this evening 
at his houfe in the Ceramicus, of a fever, that 
has hung upon him for feveral months , and 
was occafioned . by a fevere Ihock, which his 
confiitution received from the plague , when 
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it raged here , which all the art of phyfic , 
though exerted by Hippocrates himfelf, could 
never reftore. His greatnefs of foul and natural - 
flow of fpirits made him difregard the ap- 
proaches of danger : he was feen every day 
in the affemblies of the people, exhorting them 
to continue the war with a vigor becoming the 
Athenian name , and pointing out to them the 
ineLhods of fup plying the expenfe of it. I He 
ufcd to fit late in the fenate , debating on pro- 
jects for difireffing the enemy , and fecuring 
the commerce of Athens , or drawing up dif- 
patches for their commanders and minifters 
abroad. He frequently vilited the fortifications 
and harbour; examined every thing with his 
own eyes , one while preffing forward the 
equipment of their fhips, through all the delays 
which the manner of fitting them out here 
neceflarily occafions; at another, . reviewing 
the troops, and ftrengthening the city with 
additional works ; till at laft, as the wxaknefs 
of his body by no means anfwered the zeal of 
his heart for the public fervice, he was obliged 
to leave off appearing abroad , and to call in 
that affiftance from' phyfic , which he had too 
long neglected. ' 

Upon the firft news of his confinement , 
crowds of people daily flocked to the temples, 
particularly thofe of Jupiter the counsellor, 
and Minerva the patronefs of Athens, to folicit, 
with prayers and offerings , the continuance of 
fo valuable a life , as the greateft national 
blefling they could beftow, and the ftrongelt 
proof that Athens was ftill under the protection 
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and aufpicious influence of her guardian deities. 
During the fhort gleams of hope , and quick 
returns of fear, which fucceeded each other 
in the progrefs of the diltemper, all public 
affairs were at a Hand , no news from their 
armies or fquadrons inquired after; and the 
truth of an old obfervation was verified , that 
mankind more fenfibly perceive the excellence 
of any thing from the want than from the 
enjoyment of it. 

The behaviour of Pekicles , in the whole 
courfe of his illnefs, was compoled and mag- 
nanimous , entirely conliftent with the reft of 
his life, and agreeable to the calm fortitude he 
had always Ihown both in the adverb ty and ' 
profperity of his fortunes. 1 was myfelf a 
witnefs to a remarkable incident. As fome 
of his friends, not many days before his death, 
were fitting in his chamber , and difcourfing 
of his virtue and authority , his memorable 
a$ions, and the trophies he had fet up, whilft 
he commanded the armies of the republic, not 
imagining that he was then attending to their 
converfation , on the fudden he called out to 
us, that all the circumftances which we had 
mentioned , were common to him with the 
other great men whom Athens had produced; 
and that, bebdes, fortune might lay claim to 
part of the merit of them; but, continued he, 
you have omitted what I moft value myfelf 
upon, that, in my whole adminiftration none 
of my fellow-citizens ever wore mourning on 
my account. We, who were then prefent , 
were fo moved with this fpeech , that we 
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melted into tears , which I dare fay a man of 
Pericle.sJus fenfetook for-the higheft panegyric 
we could beltow,*’as I am fure it was the 
moft natural. 

I have taken care to fend away my difpatch 
by afhip that fails immediately out of the port 
for Ephefusj and as the wind fetsfair, and the 
exprefs who is charged with it , is ufed to 
expeditious journies , I doubt not but it will 
bring the earlieft advice to the court of Perfia 
of this remarkable and interefling event. Adieu, 
From Athens. P, 

♦ 

* LETTER XL I. 

4 * 

• Oleander to Megabyzus , Jirjt Minijier to 
Artaxerxes. 

I have already, noble fatrap, acquainted the 
chief feribe with the death of Pericles , and 
the remarkable circunilfances that attended it. 
It will be now a very natural as well as ufeful 
fpeculation, to take a general furvey of his life, 
to examine into the maxims of his politics, the 
methods by which he gained and preferved his 
authority , and to lay open his temper and turn 
•of mind. In doing this, I lhall have recourfe 
both to the encomiums of his friends and the 
nccu fat ions of his enemies ; and endeavour to 
fleer between the extremes of exalting fo re- 
markable a character , through a mean com- 
pliance with the former , or derogating from 
the true merit of it , through a tincture of the 
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envious difpofitions of the latter. I will neither 
heighten the coloring of the picture, norliring 
the fhades too forward; but exhibit, as ac- 
curately as 1 can, a faithful, yet not a dif- 
agreeable , likenefs. 

Pericles was defcended from the nbbleft 
families in Athens. Ilis father Xantippus de- 
feated the Perfians at -the famous battle , of 
Mycale ; his mother Agariste was grand- 
daughter to Clisthenes , who drove out the 
ufurping race of Pisistratus. It may feem 
furprifing, that a perfon •whofe birth and 
education njult have difpofed him to join with 
that part of the city which was the molt dif- 
tinguifhed fof their families and fortunes, thould 
yet, upon his firftappearance in bufinefs, em- 
brace that of the people , and fteadily adhere 
to it in the courfe of his political conduct. But 
very fufficient reafons may be afligned for it: 
the principal of them was , that when he began 
to appear as a candidate for the offices and 
honors of the ftate, Cimon was univerfally re- 
garded as the champion of the ariftocratical 
f action ; and there was no other way to coun- 
terbalance his authority; or to eftablilh his 
own upon the ruins of it, than by tiding with 
the oppofite party. He difdained to be fe- 
cond amongti the former, when he could be 
firft amongtt the latter. For the great maxim, 
which one may trace through all his atftions , 
was , to place his country at the head of Greece, 
and himfelf at the head of his country. 

During the long and warm contefts which Pe- 
ricles maintained with Cimon, and afterwards 
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with Thucydides , tl\e one illultrious for his 
military glory and liberal temper, the, other 
well (killed in eloquence and civil policy, he 
lhovved himfell’ a molt artful and defigning 
ftatefrnan. He ^ndultrioufly fought out. every 
method that could fix a volatile forgetful people 
in his interelts; and vvhillt he was thus heated 
w ith cppolition , and fometirnes perfonally en- 
dangered from the practices of his enemies, it. 
mult be owned he ojftener confulted what 
might ferve the prcfent occalion , than what 
w ould turn to the future advantage of the pub- 
lic. Unable by his private fortunes to emulate 
the generous hofpitality of Cimon, he propofed, 
that a large fund of money , fet apart for the 
neceffities of a war, Ihould be diftributed amonglt 
the poor citizens , eveiy time they frequented 
the theatre at the reprefentation of a new play. 
It is no wonder, alter he had procured a law 
which paid them for going where their love of 
pleafure alone would have invited them to go, 
that he (hould be the author of another, which 
alligns a certain falary to them for doing their 
duty to their country, by attending the alfern- 
blies , and ferving in the courts of jultice. 
Whilfi I am mentioning arts of this nature, 
which fet Pericles to view in the light rather 
of a felf-interefted minifter , than an ufeful 
patriot to his country , I cannot omit his re- 
ducing the power of the venerable tribunal of 
the Areopagus, which (as I hinted ima former 
lptter 29 he did with an intent to pay his court 

39 Vide Letter xiiL 
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to the people, by throwing more power into 
their hands , and weakening that of the nobles 
his enemies ; though at the fame time the in- 
terelt of the public differed , by having the 
greatelt barrier again# the natural licentioufnefs 
of Athens alrnolt entirely removed. Thfe mag- 
nificent buildings, line liatues, and otherpublic 
works >?° , . which were erecled at fuch a valt 
expenfe in the courfe of his miniftry, were 
owing to thefe motives ; to gain the good-will 
of the people in general, lor having been the 
propofer and infpeCtor of fuch grand undertak- 
ings , which rendered their city the admira- 
tion pnd refort of Itrangers , « and the chief 
ornament of Greece; to enrich the ufeful artift 
and indultrious mechanic , and by fuch a cir- 
culation of labor and wealth , to employ thofe 
citizens , whofe poverty and factious difpo- 
Ctions might have incited them to better their 
own conditions , by dilturbing the fecurity of 
the public. Lafily, to acquire a reputation 
for hiinfelf, as durable and Itriking as the 
works themfelves, which were brought to per- 
fection in fewer years , than molt people ima- 
gined they would be ages in finilhing. One 
circumltance indeed contributed to raife a great 
load of envy againlt him ; it was , that in order 
to defray the immenfe charges of thefe works, 
he . removed the public treafure of Greece 
from Delos , where it ufed to be kept, to* 
Athens, where he had himfelf the direction 
of it. His enemies , both foreign and domefiic * 

30 Vide letters xi. and xxxiv. 
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liad the moft plaufible topic imaginable of 
accufation againlt him , when they afferted the 
injufiice of laying out the fums contributed by 
the Grecian allies towards the expenfes of a 
Perfian war, in adorning one particular city. 
Pericles likewife rendered himfelf very po- 
pular by a ufeful fcheme which he propofed, 
that a large fquadron of gallies Ihould be fent 
out every year , with a certain number of 
citizens on board in pay for eight months, in 
order to fupply their colonies abroad , and to 
fail round the coalt and iflands of Greece, to 
colle<ft the tributes paid by the allies to the 
Athenians. By putting this projed in execution, 
two important ends were gained; the eftablith- 
ing of a perpetual nurfery for feamen , and 
the making of the Athenian flag refpeded in 
whatever part of the fea it was displayed. Thou 
canft not wonder, potent minifter, if by thefe 
methods, by his commanding eloquence, and 
by his lingular art of managing popular aflem- 
blies, he not only flood his ground againlt Ci mon 
and Thucydides , but pulhed his advantages 
fo far, as to banilh them both by ofiracifm. 
Yet he Ihowed his love for his country in the 
midlt of his refentinent ; for before the term 
of Cimon’s banilhment was expired, he drew 
up himfelf a decree for recalling him at the 
earneft delire of the people, then prelfed with 
an unfuccefsful war againlt Lacedaemon. It is 
obferved of Pericles , that after he had fur- 
inounted all oppolition , and got the manage- 
ment of alfairs into his own hands, there was 
' a remarkable change in his condud : he was no 
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longer fo compliant with every demand of the 
people, or fo ready to fall in with their notions, 
and contrive fchemes merely to pay his court 
to them ; but confiantly purfued the regular 
plan of meafures which his prudence dilated, 
notwithstanding their ficklenefs and difcontent; 
and partly by the afcendant he had gained over 
their minds j partly by the force of his oratory, 
obliged them to comply fo entirely with what- 
ever he propofed , that the government of 
Athens, during his life-time, may be fajd to 
have been in appearance popular, but in truth 
monarchical. And certainly, as it contributed 
not a little to fix the Athenian glory and pow er 
on a folid bafis, that the influence of a Angle 
man was an over-balance to all the inconveninces 
and uncertain politics of republican confiitu- 
tions; fo no man in the city deferved to poffefs 
fuch an influence but Pericles. For his natural 
genius was lirong, penetrating, and extenlive, 
heightened by all the additional luftre that * 
learning and philofophy (wdiich he chiefly 
owed to Anaxagoras) could afford ; nor was 
he unacquainted with mufic and the politer 
arts. Tliefe accomplishments , joined to the 
politenefs and dignity of his behaviour, endear- 
ed him to his fellow-citizens; but thofe which 
■ rendered him confiderable amongfi them, w ere 
hismafterly talents of working upon their hopes 
and fears, fo as by the one to check their ex- ‘ 
ceffive confidence , when they were proudly 
elated with fuccefs ; by the other, to raife 
their drooping fpirits in conjunctures of diffi- 
* cully and misfortune; and next, the ufe and 
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comprehenfion of the political maxims, which 
he conftantly inculcated : “ As that the Athe- 
u Tiians, infiead of wafting themfelves by foreign 
“ expeditions , thould contend for the chief 
<( -place among the Grecian Hates; that they 
<i fhould take every opportunity of improving 
u their naval force, and permitting no other 
u to lay claim to the dominion of the fea; that 
<( they fhould maintain their dignity and honor 
* c to the height, and fuffer no infults, however 
* l feemingly frnall , without making fuitable 
“ returns; becaufe a tame and paffive behaviour 
in thofe cafes only laid them open to greater 
u infults. ” Thefe (if I may ufe the expreffion) 
were the great outlines of his politics, and 
will, if attended to, afford us a furer clue to 
his conduct, than the calumnies of his enemies, 
and the idle fcandal of the comic poets. Is 
it not , for inftance, much more rational and 
fair , to attribute the war of Samos to the 
neceffity which he thought there was of hum- 
bling a people that had refufed the Athenian 
mediation, and were able to difpute the prize 
of naval jk>wer with Athens herfelf , than to 
the intereft of his miltrefs Aspasia , whofe 
countrymen 'of Mitylene (it is pretended) had 
been injured by the Samians? Does he not 
appear to have acted for the good of his country, 
when he difcouraged them from exhaulting 
their treafures and money in diftant fchemes, 
againft Sicily and Perfia, at a time when danger 
nearer home threatened them ? And whoever 
conliders the ftate of affairs in Greece, fome 
years before the Peloponnefian war broke out, 
1. 12 
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inuft be convinced that the jealoufy of Spartfc 
and her allies againlt the riGng empire of Athens, 
and the afpiring fpirit and arbitrary proceedings 
of the latter, were fufficient of themfelves to ex- 
cite the war, without any mixture of the private 
interelt of Pericles to inflame it; though as 
there was at that fame juncture a more than 
ordinary ill humor arifing againlt him , it is 
probable he fell in the more readily with the 
popular difpolitions for a war, in order to 
divert the Itorm that threatened himfelf. But 
this point -I have already explained more at 
large on a former occalion 3I . 

In his military capacity he frequently ex- 
pofed his own perfon with great gallantry; but 
be was remarkably cautious of hazarding the 
troops under his command ; and he never 
entered upon action , without leaving as little 
room as poffible for the ficklenefs of fortune, 
or the effects of a happy temerity. However, 
though the merit of his exploits as a general 
will not place him in the fame rank with 
Themistocles or Cimon , yet he fet up nine 
trophies , whilft he commanded the armies of 
the Itate, and particularly diftinguifhed himfelf in 
gaining a great naval victory over the Samians. 

Illultrious Megabyzus, as thou haft already 
equalled this extraordinary minilter in the ex- 
tent and folidity of thy genius and the im- 
portance of the fervices which thou halt per- 
formed for thy prince and country, l can only 
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wilh that thou mayeft exceed him in length 
of days and increafe of honor. Adieu. 

From Athens. P. 


LETTER XL 1 1. 

Orsames to Cleander. From Thebes. 

a v i n G familiarized myfelf much of late 
with the hieroglyphical imagery, in order to 
gain fome knowledge of the facred characters, 
it has been my cufiom to fpend a few hours 
every day among the valuable monuments of 
learning in this place , from whence 1 now 
write to you, which is called the facred Library . 
It is an apartment belonging to that famous 
tomb of Osmanjbuas , which they boaft of here, 
(and I believe juftly,) as one of the moft won- 
derful fabrics now exifiing in the known world. 
This noble mufeum, the gallery adjoining, and 
the chamber of the gods and kings , far exceed 
in magnificence the palaces of living monarchs. 
Every ftranger , upon his firft coming into 
./Egypt, is ftruck with wonder at the ftatelinefs 
of their buildings; but more furprifed, when 
he finds the moft magnificent piles no other 
than the repofitories of a fenfelefs carcafe or 
a dried mummy. But this is the humor that 
prevails among them ; for though the ftru&ure 
of their private houfes is admirable in its kind, 
efpecially if compared with the buildings in 
other countries, yet in their fepulchres they far 
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exceed them ; leaving nothing undone , that the 
moftexquifite art can contrive to beautify the lat- 
ter. And though there appears fomething ridicu- 
lous in this peculiarity, this fantaltic pageantry in 
death, yet upon reflecting further , one cannot 
difapprove of the principle which may have 
given rife to it, or which is at leaft kept up 
by it amongft them , namely , the letting a low 
value upon the fhort time of this prefent life, 
and being only concerned for the reputation 
of their virtue after death. And 1 believe 
(though the vvorlhip of deified mortals w r asvery 
early introduced) thefe magnificent fepulchres 
have confecrated the memory of many illuf- 
trious perfons , and in general were the firft 
public temples. However, there is fomething 
in this place extremely alfeding to a contem- 
plative mind ; the lively figures of fo many kings, 
heroes, and great men, as are here reprelented 
in company with the gods , in the fame atti- 
tudes as if they were hill breathing, do, as it 
were, bring down all ages to the prefent 
inftant , and Itrike one’s fancy in a pleafing 
manner , rather to be felt than exprefl’ed. 
And though I do not approve of their giving 
form to immortal beings ,. yet there is fomewliat 
great and noble in the thought of ranking il- 
lultrious perfonages amidlt immortal natures. 
Around that room , in which it is fuppofed 
that the king’s body lies interred, are curioufly 
pictured, in feveral lelfer apartments, all the 
facred animals of ./Egypt. The whole building 
about the tomb is ten furlongs in circuit 3S : at 

3* Diodor. SicuL 
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the firft entrance, you are led through a portico 
of various-colored marbles, two hundred feet 
in length , into a ftone gallery of four hundred ; 
it is fupported with bealis infiead of pillars, 
each of one entire ftone lixteen cubits high, 
carved after the antique manner. The roof 
has an azure Iky befpangled with fiars. Palling 
through this periftylion you enter into another 
portico, which ftill improves upon your ad- 
miration, with more curious carving and greater 
variety. At the entrance hand three Itatues; 
the figures are wonderful , not only for their 
prodigious lize , but for the beauty of the (tone, 
and excellency of the workmanfhip , in which 
the proportions are fo nicely preferved, that 
the molt difcerning eye has never been able 
to difcover the lealt fault or blemifh in them. 
The middle one, in a fitting pofture, is the 
king Osmanduas , which is more than feven 
cubits high; the other two, his daughter and 
mother, handing on each hand of him. The 
infcription upon that of the king has , I think, 
juftly challenged any other prince to excel 
him in any of his works. The fecond gallery 
was much damaged by the ravages of Cam- 
byses , yet there Itill remain feveral pieces of 
fculpture about it , which reprefent Osman- 
duas’s wars with the Ba#rians. In the firft 
wall the king is feen alfaulting a bulwark, 
environed with a river , which is generally 
taken for the Eulaeus , that furrounds the cit- 
adel of Sufa. The fculpture in the royal palaces 
of Sufa and Perfepolis is much the fame with 
what I find here. They were both beautified 
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with the fpoils of ^Egypt. But the ^Egyptian 
buildings at Sufa are fuppofed to be as ancient 
ns the age of Memnon 33 , who was the fon of 
Osmanduas, if not the fame perfon. In the 
centre of this gallery is a periftylion open to 
the air at top, and in it was raifed a large altar 
of coftly marble and excellent workmanlhip , 
but both the altar and the pillars of the perif- 
tylion are much impaired. Next is the gallery 
adjoining to this mufeum , in which is to be 
feen the king adorned in his molt gorgeous 
robes , offering a tribute of gold and filver to 
the gods. And in the apartment beyond, where 
he is fuppofed to lie buried , begins a ftately 
afcent leading to the top of the whole monu- 
ment, over which was formerly a border of 
gold of three hundred and lixty-five cubits in 
compafs and a cubit thick but it was carried 
away by Cambyses, and the place is fince fup- 
plied by one of brafs of the fame dimenfions. 
Within the divifion of every cubit are the fe- 
veral days of the year engraven , with the 
rifings and fettings of the ftars , and the effects 
portended by them. For the Theban priefts 
have been very exa$ in regulating the courfe 
of the year 34 , having found fo great a variation 
occafioned by the lunar reckonings. For twelve 
revolutions of the moon not being equal to the 
folar cycle, the months mufi of neceffity by 
degrees change their place , and in a great 
number of years the feftival, which was fixed 
to the beginning of the fummer folltice, would 

:• [33 Strabo, lib. xv. 34 Ibid. lib. xvii. ' 
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he removed into the midft of the winter. 
Obferving this defe& , they faw a neceflity of 
adding five days to the end of every twelve 
months , which they reckoned at thirty days 
each , to make up the courfe of the year ; , of 
which they gave an account under the difguife 
of this fable: Mercury being once at dice with 
the moon, he got from her the 72 d part of 
the year , which he afterwards added to the 
36o days, which were anciently the days of 
the year, and therein celebrated the feltivals 
of tneir gods Thence the names of thefe 
feveral additional days were taken from the 
gods ; the firlt was called Osiris , it being 
celebrated in honor of him ; the fecond Arueris, 
dedicated to the fenior Orus ; the third to 
Typho ; the fourth to Isis; the fifth to Neptune, 
the wife of Typho , and filter to Isis. The 
prielts , who are curious to preferve an exa# 
regilter of time among themfelves, though lels 
concerned to retftify the , inaccuracies of the 
vulgar , have by continual obfervations , lince 
thofe additional days were taken in, difcover- 
ed that there wanted ftill fix hours in every 
year to render it complete. For this reafon* 
in their hieroglyphical manner , when they 
would exprefs a year, they name a quadrant, 
becaufe from one riling ol Sothis the dogftar. 
to another, the fourth part of a day is added; 
fo that by their molt exad calculations the year 
- con Gits of 365 days and a quadrant 36 , or the 

Plutar. de Ifid. & Ofir. 

3* Horapollo , Hierogi. lib. i c, 5. Diodor. SicuL lib. i. 
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fourth part of a day , which makes the in- 
tercalation of a day neceffary eveiy fourth year. 

But as the ^Egyptians , by a fuperfiitious 
ufage, which the priefts willingly indulge them 
in,;rnu{t have their feitivals run through every 
day in the year, the civil year is Itill left ac- 
cording to the 3 t >5 cubital fegments, without 
any reckoning of a fupernumerary day in the 
fourth year. The burying-places of the ancient 
kings 37 , which lie above the Memnoniurn, and 
are cut by molt exquifite art in the natural 
rock, have not efcaped my notice.- The obelitks 
found in thofe repofitories declare their power 
and greatnefs , their numerous armies , and 
the* tribute they impofed upon conquered na- 
tions. Indeed there is nothing about Thebes 
of note, which 1 have not made the fubject 
of obfervation. My quality in Perfia entitles 
me to a handfome reception every where in 
yEgyptq but the humanity of Pharnuces, the 
governor of Thebes , is more than an ordinary 
friendfhip; it is by his means 1 have had the 
eafielt accefs wherever my curio fity led me. 
I have often wondered at his generous and 
difinterefted regard for a ftranger , and fhall 
always think of it with gratitude: he courts 
my ftay, and fails not to make it agreeable. I 
told him lately, I had through his favor gratified 
,my curiofity fufficiently, and fhould Ihortly 
take a, little ramble in the neighbourhood of 
Thebes, as far as Syene,; before I let forwards 
for Heliopolis. T?es, Orsames, faid he with 

' 4 i “ \ * • * . * *4 • - • 
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a frnile , but you are mifiaken , if you think 
you have feen Thebes : upon which he gave 
orders to his fervants that a barge Should be 
ready, when I pleafed , to carry me over the 
river to Tentyra, and that I fhould be conduct- 
ed to the top of Isis’s temple 3S . I knew Phar- 
nuces too well* to think any propofal of his 
deferved to be neglected : accordingly one 

morning , when the air was clear , 1 palled 
over to Tentyra, a fmall city , if compared to 
Thebes. It Hands on a hill on the oppolite 
Ihore. The temple of Isis is its molt confiderable 
building, and well deferves a particular descrip- 
tion, if th^ many works of this kind did not 
make that tedious. I Shall only obferve , that 
the whole front lies in the fame line , except 
one large portico, which projects in the middle. 
On each lide from the portico run three ranges 
of granite columns, which form a noble piazza, 
and Support the building. The columns are of 
an extraordinary height, and the circumference 
fueh as feveh men could Scarcely fathom ) from 
whence I lhall leave you to judge of the mag- 
nificence of the whole. As foon as I reached 
the top of the temple , I Saw plainly why my 
friend Pharnuces had told me I had not yet 

* • • 

38 The ruins of this temple are Hill extant, accord- 
. ing to - the relations of modern travellers, who fay it 
was a temple of Serapis; but as the worlhip of that 
god was not introduced into . Aegypt till the reign of 
king Ptolemy, many ages after this period of time, we 
mult fuppofe it was originally dedicated to Isis, and 

• afterwards turned to the worlhip of Serapis, Note by 
; the tranflutor. 
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feen Thebes. Here I was raifed by the ad- 
vantage of* the ground and the additional height 
of the temple; 1 faw the Nile under me inter- 
fperfed with fmall iflands , none of which were 
unoccupied near fo wealthy a city. Some , 
ferved for fiations to fmall velfels , and con- 
tained the huts of fifhermen ; others planted 
with fruits and vegetables to ftlpply the town; 
and fome adorned with the houfes of wealthy 
citizens , and laid out into commodious gardens. 
The numberlefs veffels , that paffed by them 
continually , difcovered fomething very new 
and pleafing , and fet before hie the whole 
traffic ofVEgypt; all whofe great cities lying on 
the banks of the Nile ufe this one channel for 
the conveyance of their merchandize , and as 
far as my eye could reach north and fouth, 
the fcene of bufiriefs was continued. But I 
was fent hither to take a view of Thebes , an 
obje<ft too large (as Pharnuces thought) whilft 
I was in the midlt of it , and therefore very 
judicioufly fet me at this diftance. The air was 
clear , and a brilk wind difperfed the fmoke 
of the city y which lay ftretched on the oppolite 
bank, and riling before me toward the ealtem 
mountains. 1 had made my felf acquainted with 
its different quarters, and knew its moft con- 
fiderable ftru&ures ; fo was better .fitted for 
fuch a view , and could take it in without 
confufion. The temples and palaces prefen ted 
thernfelves to me like lofty cedars above the 
reft of the forelt; and I now could obferve 
fome proportions in thofe great works, which 
before were loft to me, becaufe I viewed them 
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by parts ; and what filled me chiefly with 
aftoniihment only , now lho wed beauty, order, 
and exquifite defign. Thofe valt (tatues and 
... prodigious groups of figures feemed fit orna- 
.. inents in their place. I could from hence, by 
my extenfive profpeCt, fee the wifdom of the 
founder of this city in the choice of its fituation, 
in regard to its accommodations and fecurity. 
Two or three days after I went to PharnuCes, 
to inform him of my intended journey : he 
faid , he wifhed I could have found any thing 
to have detained me longer, and afked me, 
how I liked the profpeCt from Isis's temple? 
1 anfwered, it was above all 1 had met with 
before ; I had feen the handfome ftreets of 
Thebes, noble palaces, curious obelilks, Itatues^ 
and temples, but never could have formed the 
idea that profpe# imprinted on my mind. He 
Itept out of the room, and immediately brought 
the very profpeA I have been defcribing painted 
upon linen , and feveral draughts of the re- 
markable edifices ofSyene, (which I had not 
feen,) telling me, thefe, he fancied, might 
vie with the mafter-pieces of Greece , and as I 
ihould have an opportunity of making the 
comparifon , defired my acceptance of them; 
which I lhali preferve with the utrnolt care, 
not more on account of their value than my 
efieem for Pharnuces. For his fake I fhould 
leave Thebes with reluctance , did I not hope 
thereby to furnilh rnyfelf with materials for lb 
agreeable a correfpondence as Clean der’s, 
FareweL 

L* & H, ^ 
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LETTER X L I II. 


/ Cleander to Hydaspes. 

In my lalt letter, Hydaspes, I endeavoured 
to offer thee fome reafons for the fabulous 
uncei'tainly of the Grecian hiltory in the earlieft 
ages ; and I concluded with applying one 
''.-general remark to this particular nation, viz. 
that the introduction of civil government into 
the world , gave rife to hittorical truth. I 
would obferve , in the next place , that it can 
hardly be faid till very lately, that any hiltorian 
hath appeared among!! them ; i. e. any man 
who deferves the name of an hiltorian, liuce 
molt of thofe writings which are entitled hi f— 
tories , may fcarcely be conltrued to extend 
beyond a naked regilter of public events. 

What other chara&er can be given of the 
works of Archilochus , or Theagenes of 
Rhegiuin ? Will the Cretan hiltory of Xenon, 
or the Lydian kings of Xanthus the Sardian , 
plead admittance for them into the libraries of 
the learned ? Can the Theogony of Aristeas lay 
claim to our elteem, or Damastes of Sigeurn 
be remembered to polterity from his treaties 
of nations and cities? Equally fabulous and diy, 
we can neither refleCt on them, after a ferious 
perufal , with fatisfa&ion , nor propofe them 
as models for imitation. Hecat^eus the Milelian, 
and IIellanicus of Mitylene, have within thefe 
fifty years improved and reformed hiltorical 
knowledge to a great degree ; but even then it 
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might be regarded only as in the dawn: the 
honor of carrying it to any kind of perfection 
was referved to Herodotus. For if we con- 
fider the variety of his learning, and the co- 
pioufnefs of his fubjeCt, the fmoothnefs of his . 
Ityle, and the perfpicuity of his narration, we' , 
fhall find that the fidion of the poets , and the 
dull annals of laborious compilers , will bear . 
no proportion either in profit or in pleafure, 
when compared with his hiftory. He begins 
it with Candaueas and Cyrus, and brings it 
down to the battle of Mvcale towards the latter ' 
end of Xerxes's reign, which comprehends the 
fpace of one hundred and twenty years. Be- 
fides the ftory of the Greeks and Perfians, which 
is the main argument of his work, he throws 
in. that of other nations, by way of epifode 
or digrefGon. This extraordinary perfon was 
born at Halicarnalfus , a Grecian colony in the 
Lelfer Alia , not long before the invafion of 
Greece by the armies ofXERXEs. In his youth, 
he retired from his native city to Samos, in order 
to avoid the arbitrary proceedings of Lygdamis, 
the grandfon of the famous Artemisia, who 
acquitted hirafelf with fo much honor in the 
naval engagement at Salamis. It was there he 
formed himfelf upon the dialed of Ionia, and 
compiled his hiftory. This was indeed a place 
more peculiarly fitted to his purpofe ; for as 
in every democratical government, fo in that 
of Samos, a man is neither biafled by hopes 
nor by fears, and is at liberty to commend, • 
without the leaft imputation of flattery , and to 
«enfure, without that of malice or detraction. 
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In the mean while he fpared no pains to in- 
form himfelf of all that was neceflary, in the 
heft manner which he could. To this end he 
travelled into ALgypt, furveyed its chief towns, 
converted with thepriefts of Thebes and Mem- 
phis , and penetrated into the principles of their 
religion and learning , as far as his own fagacity 
could carry him , and their reclufenefs would 
permit him. He travelled through the feveral 
cantons and republics of Greece, faw the prin- 
cipal cities of Afia, and vilited the borders of 
Thrace, Scythia, and Arabia. Returning, 
however, after a long voluntary exile, into 
his own country , he bore a confiderable part 
in the expullion of the tyrant ; but meeting 
with envy from his fellow-citizens, inltead of 
that gratitude which he expe&ed, as the juft 
reward of his fervices , he eame to Athens ; 
and after about a twelvemonth’s ftay here, de- 
parted into Italy with a colony of Athenians, 
to build a city called Thurium , near the ruins 
©1 the ancient Sybaris. As foonas he had drawn 
up his hiftory lrom the materials he had col- 
lected with fuch infinite diligence and induftry, 
he determined to expofe it to the judgment of 
all Greece. It happened , that during his re- 
fidence at Athens , befides the feaft of Pan- 
athenaea, where he read over his work aloud, 
the Olympian exercifes were then performing, 
to which the Grecians reforted in general from 
each ftate, and thus he had a very fair op- 
portunity given him to put his defign in execu- 
tion. Many of his auditors had no doubt been 
perfonally engaged in fome of the battles againft 
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Xerxes and Mardonius , and not one of them 
could be unacquainted with the principal faris 
of a war, fo honorable to Greece, and inglorious 
to Perfia. In the midit of this aflembly he 
'declared, that he appeared before them, not 
fo much a fpectator of their games , as a com- 
petitor for the prize of reputation ; and recited 
his work publicly a fecond time with univerfal 
applaufe and approbation. Nothing can be a 
greater tefiimony of this applaufe, than that the 
names of the nine mufes have been given to 
the nine books of his hiltory ; as if the corn- 
poiition were above the ftandard of humanity, 
and the joint labor of thofe celebrated divinities. 

If, after a judgment fo unanimous , and in 
every refpect fo valuable, I maybe allowed to 
add my own, I mult freely confefs , Hydaspes, 
that 1 have received more infiruction from the 

r 

of Herodotus, than from 
the little fphere of my 
Every part of the narrative fuggefied matter 
of entertainment to the imagination , and ufeful 
improvement to the mind. I conlrdered myfelf 
one while as under the protection and guidance 
of the molt eminent heroes of antiquity , as 
having their bright example before my eyes , 
and in the future courfe of my actions attend- 
ing to the noble principles which influenced 
their conduct in life. I conlidered myfelf 
another while as a citizen of the world at 
large ; as divefted of every national prejudice 
or falfe biafs, while^ the great men of paft ages 
fubmitted to my cenfure ; and in my own bread 
I pronounced an impartial and difinterefted 
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fentence on tlieir characters. In each of thefe 
views, hiltory may be called the fchool , where 
the living, that would be wife, are the fcholars ; 
where the dead , as well the fools as the wife, 
are frequent lelfons of courage and experience' 
to generals , of prudence and fidelity to minif- 
ters , of moderation and juftice to kings. Hence 
every perfon , in his private capacity , may 
learn to merit the difiinguilhing name of a 
man; and princes are warned, that they are 
no more than men, and that fame is always 
juft to the dead , however partial to the living. 
In fhort, nothing can he more agreeable, than 
by the means of hiltory to accompany Mil- 
tiades at Marathon, Themistocles at Salamis, 
or Cimon at Mycale. To be placed as a fpec- 
tator out of all hazards; to reap wifdom from 
the danger of others; to regulate what one has 
to do by what has been done; to foretel the 
future by the paft; and thus to become a di- 
viner , without magic; and a prophet, with- 
out infpiration. But I forbear to fay any thing 
farther on this theme : thou mult pardon me, 
Hydaspes , for having troubled thee fo long; 
but it was impoflible for me not to enlarge on 
the excellence and utility of hiftory , when I 
was fpeaking of the man , who hath firlt placed 
it in its true dignity and luftre. Adieu. 

From Athens. C. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

I 

Gobryas to Gleander. 

A s I had no particular commands to delivei 
to thee, I have negle$ed to write to Athens 
for fome time; and to fay the truth, my 
Cleander , thy diligence is fuch , that it leaves 
us nothing to hope for on the fide of informa- 
tion ; and thy fagacity is fo great , that it an- 
ticipates the wifelt inltrudions of the minifiers. 
Think not that I mean to flatter thee; for as 
thou knovveft me to be framed of a temper 
above indulging that vice , even to the weakelt 
of princes, it would ill become me, when X 
am fpeaking to a man of fenfe. The cruel 
proceedings of the Athenians againlt the Pe- 
loponnelian ambaffadors have not deterred the 
Lacedaemonians from fending another to this 
court in their head. His name , it feerns , is 
Pyracmon. As foon as he arrived here , he 
addrefled him felt to thy friend Hydaspes, the 
chamberlain , telling him , he was a Spartan 
by nation , and demanded an audience of the N 
Jcing. Hydaspes acquainted him with the ce- 
remony of proftration , which it is abfoiutely 
neceflary that all fhould comply with, who are 
willing to be admitted into the chamber of 
prefence. “For,” fays he, “ we are ordered 
by the law to adore our fovereign, as the 
16 living image of the Deity , which fultains 
* 6 and preferves the univerfe. 99 To which the 
other anfwered with the Laconic brevity and 
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pride; “ I will do nothing that lhall be thought 
“ a dilhonor to my country';” and therefore an 
audience was reiufed him. However , he has 
had feveral conferences with Megabyzus and 
myfelf ; but his behaviour and his inlirudions 
are both fo referved , that it is impoffible for 
ns to learn .any particulars of moment from 
him. His only bulinefs, as far as I can collet 
it from all which he has faid , is , to put the 
king to a fruitiefs expenfe , without offering 
any fuitable recompence ; and to aft. for fup- 
plies , without propofing any mutual advan- 
tages to Perlia. This requelt, thou mayeft ealily 
conjecture, is regarded as wild and extravagant; 
befides, it is not confifient with the political 
views of our court, and the refolution of the 
Perfian council , to interfere in the civil broils 
and diflenfions of Greece , while the leading 
republics are defiroying one another upon equal, 
terms. It will be our part , whenever that 
time lhall come, to throw ourfelves into the 
fcale of the weakefi; an argument which has 
already been fully treated ofm a former letter 3S , 
and upon that account will more properly be 
waved at the prefen t. 

I agree with thee , that the removal of 
Pericles was an a& of folly , and that his 
fudflen reftoration to the highelt offices in the 
commonwealth was at once an inltance of the 
wifdom and inconltancy of the Athenian people ; 
but as I was not furprifed at the one, fo I could 
not wonder at the other. I was extremely 

3® Vide Letter xir. and xxir. 
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pleafed with the relation which thou gavelt me 
of thy vilit to that excellent ftatefnian, on thy 
return from Salamis ; nor was I without hopes, 
that, by the dexterity and politenefs of. thy 
converfation , thou mighteft have procured 
forne material intelligence from him.' And 
yet how precarious is every profpecl of human 
happinefs! Soon after his reltoration, we were 
told of the w afting difeafe that preyed upon 
him ; and , lo ! thy next brought the moving 
narrative of his death. Senfible as I was , that 
Greece had loft her ablelt politician, and that 
the molt powerful obftacle to the deligns of 
Artaxerxes was removed , I could not .help 
yielding for a moment to the foft imprellions 
of tendernefs and forrow. The unaffected en-» 
comiuin which he bellowed upon himfelf be- 
fore he died, gave me the ftrongeft idea l had 
ever entertained of his mild and equitable ad- 
miniltration. Pericles w'as above the genius 
of the .city* that produced him ; for he feemed 
born to monarchical fway, notwithltanding 
Providence had placed him in a republican liate* 
Such however was his influence , that though 
in elfeCf, he fettled the molt important points 
according to his own inclinations , yet his own. 
inclinations were guided by the truelt difere- 
tion , and confilient with the inoft perfeA 
freedom. Well might he then be reverenced 
as the father of his country; a name which he 
exp re fled , not in any royal formality of titles , 
but in the real courfe of his government. Thus 
much, I think, thou may eft reafonably expeCt 
from me, as a due tribute of praife to the 
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character of a good minifter in tlie fervice of 
his country , and to the memory of a great 
man , though an enemy to Perfia. 

The fiege of Plataea , according to the ac- 
counts I have received of the place, will laft, 
in all probability, a confiderable while longer. 
It is certainly a town of confequence to the 
Athenians, and deferves well of them , for its 
tteady adherence to their intereft in the prefent 
war, and of all Greece, for its inviolable attach- 
ment to the common caufe. Fail not to fend 
the earlielt news of the motions of Phormio’s 
fleet. In the mean time forget not to inform 
thyfelf of the intrigues in the city, and who 
is likely to fucceed Pericles in the popular 
efteem and adminiftration. But thefe things I 
forbear to enlarge upon, and therefore intruft 
thee to the fafe dictates of thy own obfervation 
and prudence. In Ihort , I have nothing to add 
further , than the fincereft expreflions of the 
pleafure which I take in thy approved capacity 
for bufinefs, and the ftrongelt exhortation I 
can give thee, to perfevere in the fame courfe 
of fidelity and obedience. Be affured, Cle- 
ANder, this alone will recommend thee to the 
protection of Oromasdes , and the favor of our 
mighty matter , for wliofe health I pray, be- 
fore the morning walks over the dews of eafiern 
hills, and after the fun finks into the oceans of 
the weft. Adieu. 

From Babylon. C. 

•til 
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LETTER X L V. 

Oleander to Gobryas, Chief Scribe, etc. 

From Athens. 

T, e military operations of this campaign 
prove a great deal more active, than thofe of 
the two former; whether it is that the ani- 
mofities of the contending ftates , inftead of 
decaying , grow more vigorous, by the con- 
tinuance of the war ; or that the hopes , which 
were formerly entertained of peace , being 
quite vanifhed lince the fruitlefs negotiations 
of laft year , the various parties , that prevail 
in thefe republics, are agreed to give a different 
turn to their private refentments , by exerting 
them only againft the common enemy. 

I intend this difpatch fhall contain an exadfc 
account of fuch material events as have hap- 
pened fince the death of Pericles. 

The Peloponnefian army is flill employed, 
or rather wafting itfelf, at the liege of Plataea, 
with no great profit to thernfelves, or damage 
to their enemies. The laft letters from thence 
fay , that the befieged have lately made a vi- 
gorous fally, and undermined a mount, which 
the befiegers had raifed to plant their engines 
upon , and command the rampart of the place. 

An account is arrived here of an unfuccefsful 
expedition , which the Ambraciots and Spartans 
have made againft Acarnania. It was projected 
by the former, in conjumftion with the Cha- 
onians and fome other Barbarians, who inhabit 
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the frontiers of Greece towards Macedonia. 
They perfuaded the, Lacedaemonians to fend 
them a thoufand men , under the command of 
CnemusV an officer of good reputation; whilft 
the Corinthians. and the other allies were pre- 
paring a large fleet with tranfports to join them, 
and complete the conqueft of Acarnania. Cne- 
>ius imagining he fhould over-run the country 
upon the firit inroad , fet forward without 
Haying for this reinforcement, with his army 
-drawn up in three columns. As he advanced 
towards Straton , the metropolis of Acarnania, 
the- inhabitants made a bnfk attack upon a 
column of Chaonians , who led the van , and 
were 'imprudently marched forward fome lear- 
gues beyond the reft of the army. Thefe bar- 
jbarians made no great refiftance ,• and were 
entirely routed ; which fo difcouraged Cnemus, 
that he retreated with fome precipitation , left 
he fhould be intercepted by the fuccours that 
were alfembling for the relief of Straton. 

, The fatisfaaion , which the Athenians ex- 
prefs at the failure of this enterprife , which , 
however well conduced , could have afleAed 
them but very remotely , is much heightened 
by the news they received yefterday of a naval 
*vi< 3 :ary , which their; fleet , * commanded by 
Phormio , has gained over that of the .Corin- 
thians. : The firit notice they received of it 
was by feeing a trireme enter the harbour of' 
/Piraeus with the ufual marks of fuccefs. The 
’officers and failors were ranked upon the deck 
crowned with garlands, and filling the air with 
tepeated acclamations. The Ihip herfelf w as 
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hung with wreaks of fhattered veflels of the 
enemy, and adorned with trophies of arms, 
whillt the oars kept time to the harmony of 
mufical inltruments. Great multitudes of people 
flocked inftantly to enjoy this agreeable fpec- 
tacle from the lhore. The captain , whofe 
name is Diomedon , landed and went direcftly 
to the Prytaneum , (or town-lioufe , where 
the Prytanes have a plain repaft prepared every 
day for them at the public charge,) and de- 
livered his letters into their hands. Thefe 
magiftrates immediately affembled the fenate ; 
and after the letters had been read there , 
they were communicated to the impatient people 
in an extraordinary aftembly that very evening. 
To-morrow is appointed as a day of thankfgiv- 
ing at all their temples for this fuccefs. I have 
obtained a copy of the difpatch fentby Phormio, 
with an account of the action , which 1 have 
enclofed in this packet. It Ihows as well the 
experience and fpirit of the admiral , as the 
honefi plainnefs of a true Athenian; and there- 
fore I imagined, noble fcribe, that a fight of 
it would not be difagreeable to thyfelf and the 
reft of the Perfian council. Adieu. 

P. 
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LETTER X L V I. 

1 

Phormio to the Senate and People of 

Athens. 

I received the orders you fent me to prevent 
the fleet of Corinth and the other confederates 
from joining with Cnemus and the Anibraciots ; 
and hope you will not be diffatisfied with the 
manner in which I have executed them. Upon 
the firft advice that they were failed from the 
Criflfean gulph , I weighed anchor from Nain- 
pacSus with twenty gallics, in order to attend 
their motions, and came up with them juit as 
they were got out of the Straits. As foon 
as we deferied their fleet, which confified of 
forty-feven fail , under the command of three 
admirals , making the belt of its way from Patras 
to the oppofite continent of Acarnania, 1 held 
- a council of war with the other captains ; in 
which it was determined, notwdthftanding the 
fuperiority of number lay on their fide , to 
venture an engagement. We confidered that 
they were rather furnifhed for the land-fervicc 
than a naval a6lion; and that the goodnefs of 
our lhips, and the experience and courage of 
our feamen , would be an over-balance to our 
inferiority in point of force. Accordingly, on 
the twentieth of the month Thargelion in the 
morning, the fails were ordered to be (truck, 
the rowers to lower themfelves under the deck, 
the foldiers to repair to their refpedfive fiations, * 
and the fquadron to fall into a line of battle. 


Digitized by Google 


The enemy , observing that they could not 
efcape us without fighting , drew up their fleet 
in the form of a roundel, placing the larger 
velfels on the outfide, as a defence to the tranf* 
ports, which were difpofed in the midft. Five 
of their fwifteft gallies' were likewife ordered 
to be ready to fally out upon us through the 
vacant fpaces of the line , in whatever part we 
fhould make an impreffion. In this pofture we 
continued forne time , till an eafterly wind , 
which blows every morning out of the gulph, 
arifing, I obferved that their fleet was not 
only coutra#ed by it into a narrower compafs, 
but their order confiderably difturbed. I 
thought this favorable opportunity not to be 
omitted , and therefore ordered the lignal of 
battle to be hung out , and ’ the trumpets to 
found a charge from the admiral’s fhip , which 
was immediately followed round the reft of 
the fquadron. The firft encounter was rough; 
a Corinthian fhip commanded by Machon, one 
of the admirals , endeavoured to break my 
oars; but I avoided tliefhock, and after giving 
her a volley of darts and Itones , bore down, 
upon the poop , and flung a bridge over her> 
and notwithftanding a fmart oppolition, entered 
"foldierson board her, when fhe furrendered. 
In the mean time the reft of the fquadron broke 
into the enemy’s line, and difperfed their whole 
fleet: Diomedon , trieraroh of the Thetis, and 
Demosthenes, frierarch of the Nereids, difr 
* tinguilhed them felves in a peculiar manner. The 
former , though he was attacked by two of 
the enemy’s ihips, who attempted to board him 
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with grappling-irons, repulfed them both, put 
the one to flight , and funk the other. The 
latter fhattered feveral of the Corinthian fhips, 
and always ftretched a-head after the fliers ; 
leaving thofe he had damaged , for others that 
followed him to take. In general , your officers 
and foldiers behaved themfelves with a gallantry 
and Hull becoming Athenians. We have made 
ourfelves rnafters of twelve fhips , and a great 
many prifoners ; and after ereeling a trophy, 
and confecfating a galley to Neptune at Mo- 
lycricum, returned to Naupactus, from whence 
1 have difpatched Djomedon with this account. 
I cannot conclude , without preffing you in the 
moft earned manner , to fend me a large and 
fpeedy reinforcement, or elfe the prefent fuccefs 
can never turn to any future advantage. Your 
enemies, far from. being difeouraged, redouble 
their preparations. The remainder of the con- 
quered fleet are rendezvoufed at Cyllene, the 
erfenal of the Eleans , where they have been 

J oined by Cnemus and Brasides , whom the 
Lacedaemonians have fent with fupplies of men 
and money. They give out, that they fhall foon 
be able to put to fea with feventy fail. 

Wherefore, ‘Athenians,, let not any delays, 
proceeding from faction or intereft , retard the 
courfe of your bufinefs, and produce incon- 
venieneies, which in. former times have proved 
highly detrimental to you, and may be fatal 
now. Confider how ungrateful it \yould be 
towards the gods , not to fecond the profperous 
beginning they have fent you; how inexcufable 
towards yourfelves , if you, do not maintain 
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.the empire of the fea , which your anceftors 
trclnfmitted down to you in full luftre at the 
.price of fo much blood; and how unaccountable 
it muft appear in the eyes of all Greece, if the 
vigors are not as folicitous to improve their ad- 
vantages , as the vanquished to repair . their 
•Ioffes. Farewel. 

From on board the Minerva quinquireme, P* 
in the harbour of Naupadus. 


LETTER XLVII. 

t * * 

Orsames to Cleander. From Syene in 

Thebais. 

T * 

h e reports I had heard of the wonderful 
catarad and other natural curiofities about this 
place , incited me to make an excurfion hither, 
Before I fet forward on my journey into the 
JLower .Egypt. But here, I can affure you, 
my excurfion terminates , left you might fufped 
that l am going further into the barren wilds 
of Ethiopia, or the burning fands of Libya; 
and I am not forry it has led me fo far, as I 
can hereby impart to you fornenew difeoveries 
relating to the ^Egyptian worfhip , - which I 
Believe are yet unknown in Greece not many 
of that country having extended their travels 
to thefe remote corners of .Egypt. Befides that, 
^they are of fuch a nature , as the fuperftitious 
Greeks would not be much interefted in making. 
For although thofe who travel > 4 re generally 


men of better fenfe, and underftandings elevat* 
ed above the vulgar, yet are they cautious of 
divulging any of their difcoveries, which might 
help to undeceive the more ignorant. 1 had 
often heard at Thebes , that the people further 
up in Thehais paid nothing towards the charge 
of thofe animals ufed there and in the Lower 
/Egypt in the fervice of the inferior gods 4 °. 
I have wondered much , why they in particular 
were exempted , but never could be rightly 
informed of the reafon of fo peculiar an ex- 
emption, •until I came to this place ; fo careful 
are the priefts and devotees of that fuperftitious 
worfhip to conceal and difguife every thing that 
it is not their interelt to publifh. Upon coming 
hither, I was fenlible of a great change from 
that pomp and pageantry , with which the 
Teligious of other parts in ^Egypt have fo ex- 
travagantly overloaded the worfhip of their 
gods. When I entered one of their temples, 
I was (truck with the awful folemnity of the 
place ; and it raifed in me a devout fenoufnefs, 
which all the fculpture and fenfible reprefenta- 
tions of the gods had never before done in thofe 
I had elfe where fecn. There was fometliing 
plain and {irnple in its ornaments, yet when 
taken together, feemed great and auguft, and 
extremely well adapted to excite a mechanical 
devotion; for I cannot call that otherwife, 
which is excited by any thing lefs than the 
pure contemplation of Oromasdes, when the 
mind abftratfts itfelf from all material obje6ts , 
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*nd feeks no other temple but its own breaft. 
A few hieroglyphics and emblematical ligures 
were raifed in fculpture from the walls; and 
the Ethiopians 41 , of whom the Syenites are 
a part , afcribe to themfelves the invention of 
it. One figure prefents itfelf at the entrance, 
which is rather remarkable , but feems placed 
there rather to characterize the powers and 
attributes , than intended for the fliape and 
figure of the divinity they worfhip. It was a 
ferpent with . an hawk's head 42 : but the ac- 
count I received from them of their religion 
was this : “ That they owned no mortal being 
•“ to be god, but their god Cneph ; and him 
“ they alferted to be without beginning and 
“ without end , the maker and governor of 
the univerfe 43 . ” The ferpent feems to 
fymbolize that fpirit and vivific energy , which 
is by him diffufed through all nature. And 
thus, fay they, we are taught by Epeis, our 
greateft hierophant and fcribe, “that the firft 
“ molt divine being is as a ferpent having an 
“ hawk's head, beautiful to look on, who, 
“ if he opens his eyes, fills the univerfe with 
•“ light; if he winks, darknefs is made. ” How- 
ever, in religion I cannot approve even of 
this emblematical imagery; for by uling it in 
order to bring down mylterious truths to the 
ler/el of common underitandings , we are too 
npt to materialize in our thoughts the nature 
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of the divine Being. And I am afraid it has 
but too often led the way to that fenfelefs fu- 
perltition and worlhip of animals , which ex- 
travagantly prevails in molt other parts of this 
country. Yet it gives mepleafure to find, that 
amidlt all thefe corruptions the notion of one 
Supreme Deity is not totally and univerfally 
obliterated ; and that the fame good daemon , 
whom we call Oromasdes , the great author 
of the world , is not only adored among us in 
Peril a , but his worlhip Itill preferved even 
amidlt all the monltrous rites and fuperltitions 
of ^Egypt. It may not be unworthy of your 
notice , what with much prying into their an- 
cient learning I have in general collected , and 
which I am under no reltritftions not to reveal 
to you , viz. that the firlt Thoth , or Mer- 
cury, whofe remains are preferved on their 
pillars and in their facred books, never fo 
much as mentions the Supreme Deity , who 
is above all things, or names, him in the mak- 
ing of the world ; and only afcribes divinity 
to certain mortal men and women 44 , and 
thofe fuch as cannot be applauded from the 
ftory of their exploits either for wifdom or 
virtue, and fome of them notorious for the 
worlt of vices. But the Hierophants fay here, 
that a fecond Hermes , at lealt nine hundred 
years later than the firlt , faw reafon and ne- 
ceffity to reform and dillent from the falfe 
cofmogony that had been introduced by him , 

44 San chon, fragment apud Eufeb. Auguft de Cir. 
Dei. c. 7. , 
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•who attempted to explain the generation of' 
things by certain principles in a chaos, with- 
out any help from the lirft and eternal mover. 
And of this latter Hermes, who was called Si-. 
phoas 4S , the fon of Hephaestus , and who 
reigned over all /Egypt, they preferve here at 
Syene certain remains. But the /Egyptian 
priefts in general deny that this fecond Mer- 
cury diflented from the firft. They fay, he 
took great pains 46 to colled thofe invaluable 
treafures of learning, which the firft Mercury 
left in different places infcribed on pillars in 
the hieroglyphical characters, and which had 
lain negleCted during the confufion of the in- 
termediate times ; and after he had made a 
complete collection , ordered them to be laid 
up in a book in the facred reveftries. Though 
thefe {peculations have much engrofled my 
thoughts lince my coming to Syene, I have 
not omitted feeing thofe curiofities in the 
neighbourhood of this place , which brought 
me hither , though ftraitened for time after fo 
long a liay at Thebes. I failed in an open 
galley to Elephantine , an Ifland in the Nile 
about one hundred and twenty Itadia fouth 
from Syene , a little above which is the famous 
cataraCt ; and there ends the navigation of the 
Nile. The river having palTed Ethiopia, where 
it leaves many lakes and marfhes by the dif* 
perlion of its waters , at laft recolleCts its 
Scattered ftreams.from Phile , a rocky ifland 
on its eaft^rn lide; and rolls on from thence, 

4 * Syncell. 114. a. 46 Manetho. apud Eufeb. 
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till near to Elephantine it is oppofed by a 
chain of rocks that lie acrofs its channel 47 * 
Dallied againft them and grown impetuous , 
it mounts in foaming waves, and after Itruggiing 
arnidfi the broken cliffs and craggy precipices, 
pours down from, an imrnenfe height with a 
Itupendous roaring and noife. But the in- 
credible boldnefs of the people there is not 
lefs to be wondered at 4S , who expofe them- 
fclves to the raging current in fmall boats two 
together , the one fleering , the other rowing; 
and paffing the flraits of the rock by little 
channels, rufh headlong with the fireain to 
the amazement of the beholders : for after 
giving them up fir loft , *you prefently fee 
them again , as it fhot out of an* engine , far 
from the place of their fall, arid rowing fafely 
in the affuaged waters. In failing for pleafure 
about Elephantine, we were much entertained 
with many rude profpecls of rocks and pre- 
.. cipices, at the bottom of which are caves and 
grottoes formed by the continual breaking of 
the waves upon them. Near Phile are two 
piked rocks 49 , where, the ^Egyptian priefis 
. fay, are fountains of unfathomable depth. They 
call them the veins of the Nile, and annually 
in their folemnities upon the increafe of its 
waters , go thither to throw in their prefen ts 
as a tribute to the Nile. But when I arrive 
at Heliopolis , where 1 hope to be by the time 
. that the folemnities upon that occafion are 

celebrated , 
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celebrated , I fhall have more leifure, And be 
better prepared to entertain you with fome 
phyfical accounts about it. In the area of an 
enclofure belonging to the college of aftronomers 
in this town, is railed a (tone edifice, with a 
fpacious terrace on the top ; where are fixed 
in the open air the larger inftruments, always 
ready at hand for their obfervations ; and a 
great aperture in the middle looks down into 
a very deep well ,0 , which being exatftly under 
the Tropic circle, is a certain index for the 
fummer folftice. Though I am juft letting out 
upon my progrefs into the Lower ALgypt , I 
could not forbear communicating to you tliefe 
obfervations upon things , which afforded me 
fome new difcoveries, and a greater entertain- 
ment than I expelled. And as I fhall fcarcely 
have leifure to write to you again till I reach 
Heliopolis or Memphis , 1 was unwilling there 
fhould be fo long an interval in our corref- 
pondence. Adieu. 


LETTER XLVIII. 
Cleander to Smerdis. From Athens^ 

T hou wilt be furprifed venerable Mage, 
when I inform thee , that a city fo renowned 
as this is for its martial exploits , fhould at the 

Strabo. Plin. lib. ij. c. 73. 
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fame time be no lefs famous for its learning 
and acquirements in fcience. Its principal men 
think they are but half qualified for the fervice- 
of the fiate, till they have gone through the 
whole circle of arts; and it is not uncommon, 
even for thofe of the firlt rank , to give them- 
felves up entirely to the culture of them. They 
xhake no fcruple to undertake long voyages, 
in order to enrich themfelves and their country 
with frelh difcoveries ; and at home make it 
fheir chief bufinefs, and what mixes even in 
their entertainments , to promote knowledge. 
It is by thefe means , and by the encourage- 
ment which is given to ingenuity in general , 
that the Athenians are confelfedly fuperior to 
all the other ftates of Greece , in this refpeCt 
at leaft. There is no fcience which they do 
hot profefs , and ( what is much more to their 
credit) no art in which they do not excel. 
The myfterious parts of learning and the know- 
ledge of nature have been brought to them , 
though imperfeCtly , from iEgypt. The more 
practical arts , fuch as fculpture and painting, 
building and mufic , owe , if not their inven- 
tion , yet all their grace to them , for whether 
they have improved only on the rough and 
uncouth plans brought from thence , or them- 
felves ftruck out thofe ideas of beauty and 
fymmetry , their merit will be equal. It is 
tmiverfally agreed , that they have finilhed 
alrnofi at the fame time that they fet about 
theft arts , and in the compafs of a very few 
years carried them to the utmoft perfection they 
feem capable of. Thou Wilt a Ik perhaps, whether 
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it is on thefe attainments alone , that the Athe- 
nians build their reputation , and to what pur- 
pores, befides thofe of pomp and luxury, thefe 
refined arts ferve? Thou, who haft been trained 
lip in the difcipline of the oldPerfians, (whofe 
chief excellence was to fhoot , and fpeak the 
truth,) wilt be apt to defpife all acquirements 
Which do not tend to make men wifer or better. 

I agree with thee, that thefe are the true, and 
fhould be the chief end of all inftitutions; nor 
are the Athenians negligent of this. They make 
it their bufinefs alfo to improve the mind, to 
correct the will , and to infufe fentiments of 
virtue and honefty into their youth. And I 
am the more perfuaded of this^ when I confider 
the turn and genius, the aim and actions of a , 
young philofopher, who begins to draw the 
eyes and attention of the city on him. He 
has taken a courfein his fearch after knowledge 
different from all others: while they have been 
hunting after it in diftant climes , he has been 
confined to his own city and almoft to his oWn 
mind ; he has applied himfelf chiefly to know 
himfelf, and having tried as it were the fhal- 
lownefs of his own underftanding , inftead of 
pretending (as others do) to teach every things 
tie profefles for himfelf, and undertakes to 
fhow others that they underftand nothing. In 
themidft of the molt plentiful feafts , he prac- 
tifes a temperance almoft equal to that which 
the rules of thy order enjoin thee ; and 
while he convetfes daily in the moft pro- 
mifcuous and free manner , he is faid to 
preferve an innocence in his life , and a 
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fan<3ity in his manners, which retirement from 
the world fcarcely fecures to others. Thou 
wilt not wonder , if my curiolity has led me 
to converfe with him; nor is it difficult to 
have accefs to one who fpends molt part of 
his time in the flreets and public places of 
this city. He received my addrefs in the fame 
open and eafy manner he does thofe of all his 
countrymen; and by a limplicity of behaviour, 
and a variety of queltions, which feerned to 
have no relation to what I propofed to him, 
he foon brought me to give up , what I had 
before looked on as clear and indubitable, 
and made me own , that I was ignorant in thofe 
very points , which before I imagined I had 
belt underfiood. When he had put me out 
of conceit with my own opinions , 1 was de- 
firous to be let into and fubmit to his; but 
whether it w as that he really (as he profeffed) 
entertained no certain ones, or whether he did 
not think it fafe to commit them to one, who, 
befide his being a firanger, might not appear 
worthy of his confidence , he declined giving 
me this fatisfinSion, and left me neither pleafed 
with him or rnyfelf. The mind, which takes 
pleafure in its learches alter truth, yet is im- 
patient , when convinced, that all its darling 
fy Items and prepofleffions are falfe; and I fore- 
fee, that a fage , whofe life and dodrines are 
a conltant reproach to all he converfes with, 
will foon make his difciples delirous of free- 
ing themfelves from fo impertinent a monitor. 
Adieu. 

R. 
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LETTER X L I X. 

Oleander to Orsames. From Athens. 

A.s I find nothing more agreeable, Orsames, 
during my refidence at Athens , than the con- 
verfation of intelligent men, I endeavour to 
inform myfelf on fubjects of literature and in- 
genuity , without neglecting the weightier bu- 
linefs of my ftation and character. It is not 
long lince I troubled Hydaspes with an account 
of fome curious particulars concerning the 
Grecian poets and hiftorians , which I had 
gathered from a careful perufal of their works, 
and the accurate relations of the learned. The 
humanity of my patron Philemon is never fo 
much exerted to my advantage , as when he 
introduces me with his ufual politenefs to the 
familiarity of perfons whofe company 1 fhould 
have made my choice, could I otherwife have 
hoped for it. To the kind recommendation of 
iny friend it is wholly owing, that I am lately 
admitted to the acquaintance of Thucydides , 
a man of fuperior quality and wifdom , by 
whofe means I fhall extend my inlight into 
the conltitution of Greece in general, and the 
policy of Athens in particular. He was em- 
ployed fome years ago by the city in conducting 
a fecond colony of Athenians to Thurium; and 
though he does not engage in the adininiltration 
of public affairs, he hath ferved in the armies 
of the ftate , and made feveral campaigns. I 
am told, he is originally poffelfed of a fair < 
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paternal inheritance , and is derived from a 
very noble family , both which are augmented 
by his marriage with a rich wife, the daughter 
of a king of Thrace. He feems however to 
conlider thefc happy circumfianees in life with 
the impartial eyes of a philofopher , and values 
the loriner only as it enables him to dilfufe 
the effects of his benevolence; and the latter, 
as the memory of it perpetually excites him to 
emulate his anceltors in virtue. At the fame 
time, he is fo far from thinking himfelf raifed 
above thereltof his countrymen, that he lives 
with all the elegant funplicity of an Athenian, 
while he enjoys the opulence of a Perlian fatrap. 
His inltitution in the Itudy of eloquence and 
philofophy hath been conformable to the no- 
bility of his birth and fortune. In philofophy, 
he was a fcholar of Anaxagoras; in rhetoric, 
he was inftru$ed by Antiphon, an orator of 
Angular abilities, and revered by the people 
for his eloquence. If I may form a judgment 
of his fentiments in government from the tenor 
of his difcourfe, he appears leaft of all to ap- 
prove of a democracy. The generofity of his 
temper makes him averfe from the envy and 
contention of demagogues; the fteadinefs of his 
politics, from the inconltancy of popular re- 
folutions; and the integrity of his heart, from 
the felfifh counfels of thofe who are willing 
to acquire or maintain an authority with the 
multitude. He could wilh lor a larger mixture 
of ariftocracy in the Athenian commonwealth; 
and yet fuch was his opinion of Pericles, that, 
as long as he continued alive and in fuprem<? 
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power, he ufed to fay, u the adminiftr^tiqji 
“ was nominally democratical , but in fa# 
“ monarchical.” As he is pleafed to indulge 
me in fome ftiare of his confidence, I took 
the liberty to afk him one day in private, u Ho\y 
46 it happened , that he , who joins to great 
“ natural endowments a furprifing compafs gf 
* 4 knowiedge and long obfervation , had never 
“ exprelfed any delire to be placed at the helpi 
“ of the republic , nor had entered into the 
“ artful management of popular alTemblies.* 
He anfwered me, u That lie forbore comiug 
“ into the affembly, becaufe he would neither 
“ be an acceffary orawitnefs to their iniquitous 
u proceedings : That profperity had infatuated 
“ the minds of his unthinking countrymen; 
it% and the only men who ruled them , were 
“ thofe who foothed them with fond hopes, 
u enflamed them by falfe notions , and put 
u them on chimerical fcliemes and hazardous 
“ attempts; whereas he, who gave temperate 
“ advice, was injurioufly branded as a coward, 
u and thought fo ignorant as not to underhand, 
“ or fo malicious as to belie their power.” He 
faid , u the truelt and molt fhining merits were 
u looked upon as crimes againlt the itate; that 
“ they never pardoned him who ferved them 
u with talents which rendered him worthy 
“ to command, and often deprived themfelves 
“ of real advantages to lhun an imaginary evil. 
u For my ow r n part, (continued he,) I have 
u mingled fo much of the difinterefied philofo- 
u plier with my republican principles , as to 
u abhor thofe leaders of party, who crofs each 
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“ others counfels to the detriment of the whole; 
“ thofe flatterers, who truckle to the humor 
“ of the people by the meaneft and molt flavilh 
“ compliances ; thofe declaimers , who drive 
“ us into ftrange undertakings , w'hich their 
“ betters either dare not oppofe , or , if they 
“ do, precipitately endanger their own fal’ety. 
“ A prudent citizen therefore , when perfons 
“ of this kind bear fvvay , will yield to the 
“ torrent of the times, without fuffering himfelf 
11 to be loft in the ftream. He will wait for 
“ a fairer opportunity of engaging in the public 
u bulinefs, or elfe not engage in it at all. He 
“ will not enter on the important office of a 
“ minifter, uncalled to it by the general voice 
“ of his country. In a word, I have laid down 
u thefe maxims to myfelf which the politicians 
“ of our days feem utterly to defpife, viz. that 
“ a good man fhould be lb zealous in his re- 
“ gards for the community, as to exclude all 
“ thofe that are perfonal , while a wife man 
“ remains indifferent in his choice of public 
“ or private life, but ftudious to adorn both. 
“ Can you then wonder, (added he,) if I 
<l have rather employed myfelf in obferving 
u and recording what pafles , than in di reding 
“ and governing? And, to fpeak fincerely, it 
“ is with a view to the good of futurity, that 
“ I am now compiling a hiftory of thefe limes, 
“ and fhall fpare no expenfe of labor or money 
“ to procure fitting memoirs for the purpofe. 
“ The Lacedaemonian archives , as well as the 
“ Athenian, will be ranfacked , that from the 
“ collodions of each the feries of our tranfadions 
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may be more Impartially laid open ; and 
“ however fome men fhall cenfure the manner 
“ of my writing, yet no man lhall queltion the 
“ truth of it. For it is not a work intended 
“ by way of oftentation to the prefent age, 
11 but as a monument of inftruAion to our fuc- 
u ceffors, as a legacy to all pofterity. 

Struck with the greatnefs of the reply, it 
w r as impoffible for me to forget , what I had 
often been told, of the generous fpirit he difco- 
vered, and the memorable tears which he ihed, 
on hearing the Mufes of Herodotus recited in 
a celebrated fealt at Athens. 1 conlidered this 
defign as a confequence of the fame emulation; 
nor could I avoid , on the one hand , con- 
gratulating the generations to come on that 
admirable hiftory , which the abilities of my 
friend Thucydides will hereafter produce into 
the world ; nor was it unnatural to reflect with 
an lioneft indignation on the other, that while 
Greece is making large firides in policy, and 
advancing in letters , Perlia too inglorioufly 
neglects the cultivation of both. The former, 
not content with her vi&ories at Marathon and 
Salamis, is endeavouring to defeat us in that, 
which alonecan immortalize the nameofeither: 
the latter, fo far from being animated by a fenfe 
of her lhame, to retrieve the advantages the 
has loft, is difregarding the judgment of fu- 
turity, and adding to their conqueft by in- 
dolence. But let us hope that this, Orsames, 
may not long be our cafe ! Let us publith an 
account of our actions to mankind, and not 
truft to the partial reprefentation of the Greeks. 
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Let us plead our own caufe before the equi- 
table tribunal ofpofierity; and though the pro- 
grefs of our arms hath been checked , yet let 
not the palm in hiltory be taken from us. Adieu. 


Clean der to Gobryas, Chief Scribe , etc . 


he Athenians, noble fcribe, are remarkable, 
amongft their other diftinguilhing qualities, for 
the great eagernefs with which they lifien after 
news. Thou may eft imagine, that this curiofity 
finds fufficient employment by an account juft 
arrived of a fecond engagement between the 
Peloponnefian fleet and Phormio’s fquadron, 
in which the vaft fuperiority of number on the 
fide of the former, balanced by the fkill and 
bravepy of the latter, has rendered the advan-* 
tage and lofs nearly equal between both parties, 
as thou wilt be better able to judge from the 
following relation. 

A reinforcement of twenty fail were im- 
mediately fitted out here, at the preffinginftances 
oIPhormio; but, inliead of bein^ fent dire&ly 
to him , were ordered to take Crete in their 
w ay , on a fervice of no importance. They 
were detained fo long at that ifland by con- 
trary winds , that they were not able J to join 
him till the battle was over. 


C> 
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In the mean time, Brasidas and Cnemus 
put to fea with a fleet of feventy fail well ap- 
pointed , and came to an anchor at Rhium of 
Achaia, whilft Phormio and his twenty gallies 
were fiationed at a port of the fame name on 
the oppofite fhore. Thefe two harbours form 
the mouth of the Criffean gulph. The Pelo- 
ponnelian commanders intended to bring the 
Athenians to an engagement within the gulph, 
before the reinforcement arrived. Phormio 
defigned to avoid fighting, but, if that was not 
in his power, to engage them in the open fea, 
where the dexterity of his failors , and the 
fwiftnefs of his fhips, would give him the 
advantage againft their unwieldy veflels and 
inexperienced feamen. After they had lain two 
or three days in this pofiure, the Peloponnefians 
made a motion up the gulph with their whole 
fleet towards Naupa6tus ; which obliged Piior- 
mio, much againft his will, to follow them in 
order to fave the place , which was too weak 
to make effectual reliftance. As foon as the 
admirals of the enemy favv the Athenian fqua- 
dron engaged within the ftrait, they gave the 
fignal to their fleet to tack about and bear down 
upon them, which they did with fuch vigor, 
that they drove feveral of the Athenian gallies 
againft the fhore, funk fome, and made many 
prifoners. A body of Meffenian troops in the 
fervice of Athens, who were inarching along 
the fhore , behaved very bravely ; lor they 
entered the fea with their arms , and recovered 
fome of the fhips that had been taken. In 
another part of the a&ion, Phormio himfelf 
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pufhed out to fea with eleven fhips, and wa$ 
chafed by twenty Peloponnefian ones into the 
harbotir of Naupacftus. This experienced officer 
obferving that they followed the chafe very 
carelefsly , and either out of contempt of the 
Athenians , or believing the victory already 
their own , neglected to keep their line of 
battle , fo that foine of their fhips were out 
of light, ordered the few gallics he had with 
him to turn their prows, and bear down di- 
recSly on the enemy, himfelf leading the attack. 
This advantage was fo well improved , that 
after fome of the fo remolt Peloponnelian veflels 
were difabled , the relt, frighted at fo unex- 
pected a turn, were put to flight, and fix of 
them taken. Phormio and Brasidas have both 
erected trophies, though neither of them can 
juftly lay claim to the victory. The fhips from 
Crete are fince arrived , and it is laid the Pe- 
loponnefian fleet is retired to Corinth. The 
officers who diltinguilhed themfelves molt on 
the fide of Athens , were Asopius , the ad- 
miral’s fon , and Nicias. 

It is much cenfured as an error in Cleon 
and his party, the prefent managers of affairs, 
that they did not immediately furnilh Phormio 
with a force fufficient to improve his firlt ad- 
vantage , and remain malter of the fea. In all 
probability, if the twenty fhips had not waited 
fo much of their time at Crete , this mult have 
. proved a very confiderable fuccefs for the Athe- 
nians. It has been a common faying amongft 
them on this occafion , that they are now 
thoroughly fenfible that Pericles is dead. The 
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laft letters from Plataea mention , that the army 
of the allies under the command of Archi- 
damus king of Sparta, being harafled out with 
the length of the liege , and the vigorous re- 
liltance of the garrifon, have refolved to enclofe 
the city with a Itrong w all , fortified with dit- 
ches and towers on both lides , to prevent as 
well the Tallies of the inhabitants within, as 
the entrance of any fuccours from without; and 
that after having finithed this regular fortifica- 
tion , part of their forces will he left lor the 
blockade of the town, and the reli difmified. 

1 have now laid before thee, noble fatrap, 
the prefent courfe of public occurrences; nor 
do 1 neglect to inform myfelf, as thou enjoinelt 
ine , of the private intrigues of this city, and 
the fecret fprings that influence the counfels 
of this active republic. The adminiltration of 
affairs, lince the death of Pericles , has lain 
principally in the hands of a party, who may 
be laid to delight in war; and though they 
have not the necelfary talents for carrying on 
a regular and well-concerted fcheme of mi- 
litary operations, yet they treat any one, who 
but ventures to name the word peace in their 
alTemblies, as an enemy to his country, and 
a friend to Lacedaemon. They are a fet of men 
compofed of mercenary orators , and other 
fa6tious citizens, who are enriched and aggran- 
dized by a war, that impoveri flies the relt of 
the Itate. Every general is obliged to pav his 
court to them, and to have a band of rhetoricians 
to defend him againft the attacks of his enemies 
at home , whillt he is fighting his country’s 
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battles in the field. The allies make their ap- 
plications to them , to recommend their caufe 
to the people, to get their contributions lelfen- 
ed, or an expedition undertaken in their behalf; 
though the immediate fervice of the (late perhaps 
is neglected, and her armies rendered ufelefs 
for want of fupplies. Cleon is at the head of 
thefe worthy patriots; a man the moreoppofite 
to peace, becaufe in quiet times his own bad. 
actions would appear, and the calumnies of 
others be lefs believed. He fupports himfelf, 
not fo much by the greatnefs of his abilities, 
as by the boldnefs of his undertakings , and 
the confidence of his alfertions. He renders 
himfelf popular , not by the eafe and humanity 
of his behaviour , but by the freedom and 
roughnefs of it; which is agreeable to the 
common fort , whom he likewife gains over 
to his intereft by frequently relieving their 
neceflities. He carries his point in the affemblies, 
by an over-bearingvehernent fort of eloquence, 
accompanied with much aiSion. There arehow- 
ever feveral who dillike his character and 
meafures, and oppofeboth with great freedom : 
the comic writers in particular do notfparehim, 
but fethim forth in the ftrongefi colors, that 
the copioufnefs of their invention and the fe- 
verity of their fatire will afford. Of late they 
have been employed in falling fdul upon the 
memory of Pericles, and repeating the plen- 
tiful collection of ficandal , which the very 
mention of his name gives th6m boom to 
difplay. 
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I cannot conclude without acknowledging 
thy lalt letter: the gracious acceptance which 
my fervices meet with, is far fuperior to their 
jnerits, as well as rny expectations. Permit 
me to indulge a little pardonable vanity , in 
reflecting , that I enjoy the honor of being 
ranked amongft thy friends , and the meanelt 
*>f the fervants of Artaxerxes. Adieu. 

P. 


LETTER LI. 

Hydaspes to Cleander. From Babylon. 

hough the rife and prefervation, Cleander, 
of every great monarchy has been owing to 
the arts of war , yet at the fame time it is 
certain , no ftate could fupport itfelf without 
the neceflary improvements of peace. The 
wifdom therefore of our conltitution is in no- 
thing more confpicuous , than in the admirable 
care that is taken to make the culture of both 
mutually ferve and promote each other 5I . 
Without this , the numberlefs forces of Perfia 
would over-run and depopulate the whole em- 
pire. But by a moft exact and regular difpofi- 
tion in every diftricft of the provinces , the 
garrifons and handing forces are maintained 
with very little burden to the countiy. The 
prefect of each diftricft has a lift of fo many 

i 

i . 

S 1 Xenoph. memorabil. lib. r. edit Francof. p. 827. 
J. & p. 828. 
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horfe , lhieldmen , or archers , which he is to 
find provifion for , according to the fertility 
and produce of the lands within his divifion. 
Artaxerxes himfelf has every' thing under his 
own infpe&ion ; he frequently reviews the 
troops in one part or other of his dominions, 
and furveys the country at the fame time , or 
employs thofe he can confide in, to do it in. 
places more remote. By this means he knows 
the Itate of his armies , the ftrength of his 
garrifons , and the condition of the feveral 

E rovinces. If the prefers fraudulently w r ith- 
old what nature hath plentifully beltow T ed, 
or if the land be not fufficiently cultivated as 
for as the foil will bear , they are liable to be 
complained again!! by the officers of the army, 
or thofe fent to infpe6t them , or to be dis- 
covered in the neglect of their duty by the 
king himfelf. Where naked and barren prof- 
peds are by labor and indultry converted into 
beautiful lawns and plantations, or the face of 
nature is in any fort improved , the prefect of 
that difiridit is fure to receive fome mark of the 
royal munificence , and the meanefi laborer 
to enjoy the fruits of his indultry. And where- 
ever the troops are fitly chofen , well dis- 
ciplined , and handfomely equipped in their 
arms and other accoutrements , not only the 
commanding fatrap , but every chiliarch and 
tribune , is diltinguilhed , as he hath fhown. 
his diligence in the faithful difeharge of his 
trult. By this means they are always found 
prepared , either for a military expedition , to 
form an encampment, or pafs in review before 

their 
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their fovereign. This fummer a large body of 
forces , draughted out from feveral provinces , 
is encamped in the plains of Babylon. The 
natural Perfians are twenty thoufand, who are 
honored with Xerxes for their chief, dif- 
tinguilhed from the Medes by their light targets 
and the fafhion of their fleeves with ftripes of 
various colors. The Median forces, a fele<9; 
body , amount to twenty more. Thirty ihou- 
fand Affyrians with brazen helrnets and linen 
corflets are commanded by Arsites. The Arii 
and Ba&rians make ten thoufand , armed alike, 
except that the former have Median bows ; 
their general is Bagap^eus , the emperor's 
fon by Andia , a Babylonilh lady , and uterine 
brother to Parisatis, a gallant young prince, 
who hath been trained to arms under Araspes, 
the brave fatrap of BacSria. The Ciffij , with 
the Sagartians , and borderers upon the Ery- 
thraean fea , conltitute twenty thoufand. The 
Sagartians and thofe people in the tributary 
divilions are reckoned to the province of PerGa; 
the proper PerGans being, as you know, ex- 
empted from all tribute The Sagartians wear 
a brigantine of leathern thongs clolely entwined 
together , and carry nets , which they make 
ufe of in an engagement with great dexterity. 
The reft are armed much after the Perftan 
manner, in fcaly corllets, and with the fame 


* 2 He was the prince royal of Perfia. 

*3 Herod, Polymn. c. 65 . 

™ Excerpt, ex Ctefise Perfic. c. 48. 

** Herod. Thai. c. 97. 
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defenfive weapons ; but the habits of their 


chiefs are enriched with topazes from the 
oriental ifles adjoining. Among them are a 
body of the Chelaenophagi , whofe mails are 


Di an us has the command of five thoufand Caf- 
pians and Paricanians, who make a barbarous 
appearance in the hides of fhaggy goats , and 
are armed with bows and daggers. Artasyras, 
who by Ochus’s interefl was lately appointed 
fatrap of the greater Armenia, is prefent with 
fix thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe from 
the territories lying at the head t>f the 


Cyrus. A fplendid tent was fet up for Ochus,’ 
and he is expected here with a large detach- 
ment of the Hyrcanians ; but he flopped lhort 
tvith twenty brigades in the neighbourhood of 
Ecbatana, to prevent, as is fuppo fed, a fecond 
riling of the Cadufians, which may be the 
more fufpetSed , as the choice!! part of the 
Median forces was draughted for this encamp- 
ment. Ten thoufand Syrians are quartered 
round Megabyzus’s pavilion , armed with fhort 
fpears , javelins, and daggers, and greaves that 
cover only half the leg s6 . Five thoufand Ara- 
bians , habited in their loofe mantles of Indian 
filk, with long.boWs 57 , are placed in the rear 
bf the camp that their caijiels may not amtoy 
their horfes. Amidft thefe various multitudes, 
the greateft regularity and order are pref^rved 
through all the ranks. The city of Babylon, 


curioufly formed of the ftiells of tortoifes. Sog- 


hrates , and between the Araxes and 
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LETTERS. 


227 


which Relights in Ihows and pomp, was jnuch 
entertained with the grand parade, when Ar- 
taxerxes went to meet his camp. The magi 
led the procefiion in their fcarlet robes , carry- 
ing the holy fire upon a Giver hearth. After 
them came the empty chariot crowned with 
garlands and drawn by white fteeds with har- 
nefles of gold, which is facred to Oromasdes, 
nnd an emblem of his prefence with us. A 
fingle horfe came next, of the largefi breed of 
Hyrcania in honor to the fun, and the leaders 
had white garments with Itaffs of gold. Then 
a thoufand of the band of Immortals', with 
their golden chains and vefts of rich brocades 
fet off with Indian gems, followed by the order 
called the Royal Kindred ; after them the body- 
guard , who are diftinguilhed by the golden 
apples upon their pikes. The chief fatraps and 
princes of the blood attended about the perfon 
of Artaxerxes , who rode in an ivory chariot, 
richly inlaid with amethyfts and rubies upon 
Giver and gold plates curioufly embofied with 
emblematic figures. From behind, a fculptured 
eagle,* more dazzling than the car itfelf, fpread 
its wings over the monarch’s head ?8 . A thou- 
fand' fpearmen doled the procefiion. The 
tent of Artaxerxes fiands. cortfpicuo.us' on a 
rifing ground near the, centre oE the camp, with 
the image of the furl in a cafe of cryftal over 
•it. The ladies of the court complain of. their 
being left out in this-prooeflion , who have in 

every fignal expedition attended the camp. 

. , |V 1 .,1 : . . 

$8 Quint Curt. t . •;-.«» • • 
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They, threaten to appear foon in Amazonian 
drefles , and try the courage of fome in dif- 
tin&ion there, fince moll of the younger fatraps, 
who were noted for their effeminate delicacy , 
have upon this occaGon affumed a martial air. 
Thefe jefts have revived the memory of the 
ancient Sacian women, who, in the reign of 
their queen Zarina , about the time of Arti- 
barnas, father to Astvages, joined in a revolt 
of the Parthi , and extremely diftreffed the 
Medes. And fome fine interludes, intermixed, 
after our manner , with linging and dances , 
have been played in the royal apartments , 
founded upon the fiory of that heroine , and 
the adventure of the .Mede Stryagxius w ith 
the Sacian lady <;9 , w 7 hom he had thrown from 
her horfe , and conceived fuch a violent paf- 
lion for , that meeting with a repulfe in his 
firft addrefles , he pretended to Itarve himfelf , 
and by that artifice worked upon the com- 

E "’ n of his milirefs. A party of the court 
, with the queen-mother and Amytis, 
were lately at an entertainment in Megabyzus’s 
tent, and palled through the camp in a cedar 
carriage with the curtains of their pavilion 
undrawn, attended by Intaphernes and five 
hundred of the Immortals. Megabyzus pei'- 
forms all the duties of a general , and excites 
an emulation among the troops in their military 
exercifes, by his frequent prefence among them. 
But to the great concern of all his friends. 


Ex Ctef. Perf. fragment ap. Demetr. Phaler. in 
libro , qui TSTifi ipfMfvUeif vocatuir. 
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though the vigor of his mind be fiill the fame , 
yet in his bodily ftrength he feems daily de- 
clining. Apollonides of Cos, who is in great 
favor with Artaxerxes, exerts his utmoft tkill 
to prolong a life fo valuable to Perlia. Adieu. 

Lt 


LETTER L I I. 

Cleander to Smerbis. \ 

I have of late been engaged in fome converfa- 
tions with the fages of this place , which have 
more than once brought to my mind thofe 
delightful folitudes, where thou, abftra#ed from 
every other care and avocation , enjoyeft as it 
were the prefence of the great Oromasdes, 
and illuminations, which, though no lefs im- 
portant than thofe vouch fafed to the favored 
Zoroaster, thou in divine conference haft 
communicated to me. Not many furlongs from 
the city, in the midft of a fpacious meadow, 
which is almoft furrounded with the clear and 
fmooth ftream of the river Ililfus , there is a 
ftadium not fo remarkable for its ornaments 
and grandeur, as its antiquity Aid fituation, it 
was built in the early ages of this republic , 
and (till retains its primitive rudenefs and . 
liinplicity. A grove of trees coeval at leaft to 
the ftru&ure , whofe trunks appear like huge 
pillars to fupport a thick and verdurous roof, 
are planted on one fide; and through them the 
cool breezes , which strife from the river, and 
!- oj J : : : v j. ,1 : ti : ji 
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are perfumed by numberlefs flowers that adorn 
its banks , give a frefhnefs ainidfl the fcorching 
heats, which we now feel , and form a retreat 
the moft agreeable that can be imagined. It 
is for this , that the philofophers of Athens 
with their difciples frequently exchange the 
Academy and Lycaeum ; and as 1 have more 
than once been admitted to the conferences 
that are hePd here - '; thoo wilt not, I fancy, 
be difpleafed to partake in them alfo. It is 
true , I have fornetimes been but indifferently 
entertained. Some of the firft and higheft re- 
putation among thefe philofophers have little 
true and folid knowledge even of 'thofe Iciences 
they profefs. Mdhy, who fet up for matters 
bf natural truths^.' are either greatly ignorant 
6f, or entirely htiftake the' firft principles on 
which they are built. (Others there are, wlio 
arte called teachers of eloquence , but are not 
able to give any “proof of their being fo , others, 
who difpenfb oiitTbfloHs of vfifdorn , not from 
any flock of their own , but founded ori the 
aifthority and maxims of their anceflors. But 
what 1 above all moves rny indignation is, that, 
Without any experience of the world , any 
infight into policy , they all take upon them 
to inflrudt their fcholars in the arts of go- 
vernment , in the condu# of public affairs , 
and the enacting of fit and neceflary laws. 
It is true, that thefe pretenders to fcience 
Bjit too frequently meet here one, who, 
as he is much fuperior to them in all parts 
of learning, feems animated with a particular 
te al to deftroy their ill-grounded pretences to 
it. It is not unufual to fee them put to a 
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precipitate and fhameful retreat by this great 
champion of truth ; and indeed it is impofilbl* 
to conceive the deep wifdom and true reafon- 
ing, that are concealed under the plainnefs and. 
firnplicity of the rude mechanic 6 °. As he has 
a peculiar art of illuftrating what he treats on, 
fo he has alfo of expofing what may be on 
inefficient grounds admired by others. By 
abundance of apt comparifons,and by a moft ex- 
tenlive induction of known and familiar topics , 
he at once opens and convinces the minds of 
his hearers. Nor need I after this defcription 
tell thee, that I fpeak of Socrates, in whom 
if there is any thing that I blame,. it is his too 
great referve, and his rather laboring to make' 
thofe with whom he converfes unlearn what 
is wrong, than to inftrucft them in what is right. 
In one of our converfations one day, after he 
had put to flight a whole army of the fophifts, 
and only one or two friends were left, I was 
led to exprefs my furprife and concern , , ,that 
he, who was fo capable, and feemed fo ready, to 
teach men truQ knowledge, would yet fa 
backward in this godlike employment. -J even 
faid , “ that it feemed ungenerous , and iflpon- 
fiftent with his ufual benevolence;, to be fo 
fevere, as 1 had fometimes known him , on 
thofe, whofe greateft fault was perhaps only 
to be too ready to teach , while he, who 
was capable of doing it, [would not enter 
upon this province.” He received my re- 
proof with his ufual humanity, and after feme 
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, „ 60 Socrates was bred a f«ulptor. 
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paufe, faid ; 44 Were I really, my friend, what 
44 you would kindly fuppofe me , capable of 
44 mil ruling mankind , yet fure I am, that you 
44 and all wife men would judge the worfe of 
44 me if I lhould venture to proclaim it. It 
44 has hitherto been the chief bufinefs of my 
44 life , to confute and Ihow the folly of thefe 
44 vain fciolilis: and lhould I not expofe myfelf 
44 to the contempt of thofe, who are fo con- 
44 temptible, if i lhould engage in their talk, 
44 and take upon me to dilate on points, which 
44 I am fenfible are not only out of my reach , 
44 but even beyond that of human capacity? 
44 It is true, that I have endeavoured, as far 
44 as I am able, to cultivate and improve my 
44 faculties. I own I have ufed my utmoft 
“ induftry in acquiring knowledge ; and as 
44 truth and fcience have hitherto been , fo I 
44 am perfuaded they ever will be, the fcope 
44 and obje# of my life to come. But alas! 
44 fo far am I from having arrived at what I 
44 aim at, that I am daily convinced I never 
44 fhall. I am fatisfied , that I know nothing 
- 44 .perfe^ly ; the experience of each day con- 
4 ‘ vinces me of the folly of the concluGons I 
made the foregoing ; and upon the maturelt 
conlideration I am brought to conclude, that 
u the probable is all w r e can ever arrive at 
u in our refeai’ches. What can I do belter 
<( therefore , or how can I be more ufefully 
“ employed, than in endeavouring to take men 
off from thofe idle and fruitlefs purfuits after 
41 certainty, which I am convinced they never 
t( will find ? Nor does this hinder me from 
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tracing out, and even depending upon fome 
great and fundamental points. And if thou 
would!! know what it is that appears to me 
the molt probable , I anfwer f feel! thou the 
great frame of the univerfe, and haft thou 
conftdered the various and wonderful in- 
ftances of wifdom and contrivance that are 
difplayed in every part of it ; and canft thou 
dpubt of its being the work of fome all-wife 
and all-powerful caufe ? Can fo much ufe 
and beauty, fo much magnificence and defign, 
fo much regularity and order, ftrike us on 
the contemplation of nature , and we not 
own the Author of nature ? Can fo many 
beings exift, and there be no caufe of their 
exiftence ? No , it is impoflible not to trace 
and acknowledge plain and evident marks 
of a Deity, who formed £nd diretfts this 
wondrous machine. It mu ft be that we are 
all under his government, that we are pro- 
duced for fome great purpofes ; and when, 
we difcover, that not the moft minute and 
infignificant atom, which we fee, but has 
its ufes, and ferves its peculiar ends, we 
muft conclude, that man, the nobleft work 
of the creation , muft alfo have his. Hence 
then am I led to inquire and confider, what 
are and what ought to be the great duties 
of my life. I try the extent of my own and 
others capacity. I endeavour to fathom their 
underftandings. I examine into the end of 
our acftions , how they may affe<5l ourfelves 
or others. .1 find a light as it were and guide 
placed in my breaft , which , if diligently 
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u attended to , directs me in all important 
‘ c occurrences. I am fatisfied , that man is not 
“ bora for himfelf only, but for the fervice of 
u others, and that there is a law, which directs 
“ all to the practice of’ what is juft, and good, 
“ and true, planted in every man’s.breafi ; that 
“ human laws only enforce this , and bind it 
u upon bad men ; that the good are not in- 
u fluenced by them , and he that attends has 
<( no need of any other obligation than what 
“ arifes from hence. Nay further , when I 
“ conlider the nature and formation of man, 
u and that all we learn feems to be little more 
“ than recolleding w r hat we have been apprized 
“ of, I conclude, that we have exifted in foine 
u other ftate. And if we have lived before, 
u ftill it is more likely (confidering the paftionate 
“ defire we have after knowledge , and how 
u impoflihle it is to fatisfy it in this Hate) that 
11 we are defigned for , and fhall exift in , 
11 another. But I refrain from indulging in. 
u this, which to thee may appear a vilionaiy 
“ and idle fpeculation, however probable and 
tl rational it may feem to me. ” Here he ended, 
and I would gladly have engaged him in a 
more particular difcuflion of' what he had ad- 
vanced. He , on the contrary , defired my 
fentiments, which, not only out of modefty, 
but prudence , thou wilt imagine I declined 
giving ; and fo our converfation broke up. I 
went away convinced, that the notices of the 
great Oromasdes are wonderfully difplayed 
throughout the whole univerfe , and that the 
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& fublimeft truths are eafily difcoverable , when 

men make a proper ufe of that molt valuable 
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he Nile is. now rifen to its greateft height, 

and the country in every part fills the eye of 
a traveller with wonder and delight, and affords 
the molt joyfuLprofpedt to the inhabitants of 
iEgypt. From a pyramid in this town I fur-* 
veyed the diltant furface , where lawns , and 
fields , and ‘gardens lay undiltinguilhed in one 
fluid plain ; the taller forelts waving in the 
rnidlt of waters, and the ftately piles of Mem-* 
phis and the neighbouring towns , with the ad-? 
jacent pyramids fcattered like rocks and iflands, 
to diverfify the charming fcene. You fee in 
every place life and motion , the inhabitants 
palling continually hither for bufinefs or plea- 
fure , in boats or barges upon the water , or 
over the banks and caufeways from town to 
town; The further mountains of Libya rife 
like a diltant continent feen off at fea ; the nearer 
ones , 'that are continued along the banks of 
the Nile from the upper Thebais, begin here 
to open 1 and fpread away to the Ealt , and 
prefettt'the molt ravilhing landfcape of hills 
and precipices^ intermixed with lawns and 
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woods , where the cattle graze during the 
inundation. My happening to come down 
from Syene , about the time tliat the banka 
were to be laid open, contributed much, with 
the natural cheerfulnefs of the country , to 
render rny tour agreeable. Upon this occafion 
there are certain ceremonies observed with 

i *• § * * J 

great foiemnity and rejoicing: and the prefers 
of the greater diltririts ufually vifit all the chief 
towns through the feveral nomes they prelide 
over, at the cutting of the banks, and' are 
prefent at the folemn feftivals held upon that 
occafion; which they eafily may, a regular 
cuftom being obferved of beginning from the 
veins of the Nile, and fo proceeding gradually 
down the country as the inundation dire6U 
them. Above Thebes feldom any but the prielfs 
themfelves attend. Of this cultom Pharnuces 
took no notice , when 1 parted from him to 
fee the catara&s , and thought to have pafled 
unobferved the whole way back to Heliopolis; 
but about the midway to Thebes upon my 
return, at a town called Cnubis , which is 
named from the fame god Cneph , who is 
worlhipped at Syene , I met a fplendid galley, 
which waited there for rny reception to con- 
duct me to Pharnuces. When I had landed 
at the palace , which fronts to the Water, he, 
faluting me with his ufual civility, laid, you 
are returned, Orsames , very opportunely to 
fee the ceremonies that are performed at the 
cutting of the banks ; and I ftiall accompany 
you myfelf part of your way , if you will not 
ihink it too great a delay to grace my parade. 
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This vear the river is rifen fixteen cubits, which 
proinlfes a plentiful increafe. The next morn- 
ing the gallies were early before the palace; and 
having taken a fhort repofe , w e fet out not long 
after fun-riling. As foon as the oars touched the 
water, a concert (truck up of Perlianand yEgyp- 
tian mufic,and every thing contributed to make 
our paffage delightful; the ferenity of the air, 
the brightness of the morning, and the calm fur- 
face of the water reflecting the early beams 61 f 
and interfperfed with flowers of the lotus , re- 
fembling a bed of lilies. In eveiy place that 
we flopped at , a black bull with much cere- 
mony was facrificed to the Nile. We arrived 
the day after at Coptos, an ancient emporium 
for Indian and Arabian commodities 6l . The 
city Hands a little removed from the Nile, but 
has its keys and warehoufes to the river. Here 
Isis 63 , they fay , received the firft tidings of 
the death of Osiris, and cut off a lock of her 
hair for grief, which gave occafion to the city 
being called Coptos, implying in the ./Egyptian 
language Privation. From this town they 
tranfport their merchandize by camels to the 
Portus Albu's, for Arabia and the Indian ides. 
Southward from which, along the (hore of the 
Arabian gulf, are the famous mountains where 
they dig for carbuncles. Below Coptos , on. 
the oppoflte fide, hands This, the metropolis 
once of a v^ry powerful dynafty , but now 
comprehended in the lower Thebais. And 

> 

6 * Herod. Euterp. c. 02. Sl Plin. lib. v. c. 9. 

63 Plut de Ifid. & OOr. 
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here we could difcern at a diltance the ruins 
of Abydos, 64 , one of the royal feats of Mem- 
«on. Next is the town of Venus and the city 
of the Crocodiles. Then on the eafiern lide 
Chemmis, which hoalts of Perseus’s original: 
his temple is there encompalfed in a grove of 
palm trees, with a liately portico of large mafly 
columns of porphyrite; in which are two Co- 
loflal Itatues, and the image of Perseus within 6 *. 
The prielts pretend , that the deity fometimes 
manifefts himfelf to them, which is always 
taken for a good omen , and forebodes great 
plenty to iEgypt. Danaus and Lynceus, who 
went into Greece, were , they fay, of Chem- 
mis ; and from them they reckon the defeent 
of Perseus , who coming into .Egypt to bring 
thither the Gorgon’s head out of Libya , vifited 
that place, having been informed by his mother 
of his relation to it, and inftituted there thofe 
athletic games to her honor and his own, 
which were alfo celebrated in Greece ; and the 
two Coloffal ftatues before the temple are his 
great progenitors Dan!aus and Lynceus. The 
particular ceremonies which I law pratftifed 
every where, would be as tedious to relate, 
as the various difeourfe our voyage furnilhed 
about the caufes of the Nile’s inundation. 
Thales the Milelian , mentioned in one of 
your letters , who is remembered here with, 
great veneration, accounted for it by the Etelian 
winds blowing againft the mouths of the Nile 
at this feafon. But though that does not feem. 

• * r • * 

** Strabo. 6% Herod. Eut. c. 91. Jh ‘ : 
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to be a fufficient caufe , fince the fame would 
probably then happen to other rivers , where 
the like winds are known to blow; yet what- 
ever other caufes may fupply fuch quantity of 
water , whether melted fnow from the moun- 
tains of Ethiopia when the fun comes over 
them, or great rains falling in remote countries, 
yet thefe winds may contribute to make the 
oyerflow more regular and Jailing, as they are 
balance to the waters, and prevent them 
from running off into the fea , till they have 
fufficiently fertilized the land. At the ancient 
city of Antaeus I parted from Pharnuces, who 
deiired that one of his barges might attend me 
to Memphis : but as 1 could no longer enjoy 
the fame agreeable company, 1 defired to pro- 
ceed the reft of my journey in a more private 
manner. The molt extraordinary part of the 
ceremonies I faw performed at Nilopolis , a 
city at the lower end of the ifland of the Her- 
acleotic nome 6<s . While the priefts were fa- 
crificing to the Nile, we faw of a fudden fix 
youths in a ftrange drefs of a fea-green colol* 
advancing towards us , pretended to be juft 
come up from a deep chafm in the adyta of the 
temple. They joined in the folemnities, fing- 
ing the praifes of the Nile , and reciting the 
benefit that their country received from the 
overflow of its waters ; which was to them 67 
•their land and water, their lakes and fea. Then 

66 Videfis Serv. in Georg, lib. iv. v. 36/j. fpeluncif- 
que lacus claufos. 

67 Achilles Tatius. 
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the priefts folemnly told us , that thefe their 
ions were in their infancy delivered to the 
nymphs, and had been educated by them ever 
fince , and bid them declare what they had 
learnt in thofe fubterranean abodes concerning 
the nature of the Nile. The youths , who were 
inftru&ed in their anfwers, gave a fabulous ac- 
count concerning the internal ftrutfture of the 
earth , and delcribed to us lakes and oceans that 
are below the fame , as above the furface; and 
the great rivers that are loft under-ground , and 
by hidden channels in the depths of the earth 
conveyed from place to place , till at length 
they rife again in diftant climates. And thus 
they affirmed , that they themfelves had feen. 
the Nile in a contrary hemifphere 68 , removed 
from ours by a whole diameter of the globe ; 
and that the river lofing itfelf in a great gulf, 
was carried through various du<fts and windings 
within the vaft abyfs , till at laft it rofe again, 
and gufhed out at the two rocks by Syene , 
dividing its ftreams from thence to ^Ethiopia 
and ALgypt. I confidered this as a philofophicai 
conje&ure of the priefts, who are much puzzled 
themfelves about the fource of the Nile, work- 
ed up with thefe fabulous circumftances to dif- 
guife their ignorance , and impofe upon the 
vulgar. From Nilopolis I could difcern the 
towers and obelilks of Memphis , and the 
fummit of the temple of the fun, which, crowns 
tHis city, and Hands confpicuous above the 
other buildings, though Heliopolis and Memphis 

» 

* 8 Pompon. Mela, c. 10. 
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both are raifed by artificial moles a great height 
above the waters. The mythological dotftrines 
about the divinity of the Nile , which I have 
learnt among the prielts of this college , are 
no lefs firange and confufed , than thofe about 
its origin juft before-mentioned 69 . Nile they 
call Osiris , and the land Isis , and the fultry 
heat, which would deltroy the fruits of the 
earth , unlefs the foil were fertilized by the 
inundation , they fymbolize under the name of 
Typhon. Nepthe is the highlands , which the 
floods of the Nile feldom reach, and is faid to 
be Typhons wife, becaufe they are commonly 
parched with heat. If the floods of the Nile 
happen at any time to reach thefe highlands, 
then there commonly grow fome few water 
plants caufed by the inundation and thefe 
they reckon an uncommon product , and call 
them Anubis. And they hint all this in the 
following fable ; they fay Osiris begat of his 
wife Isis a legitimate child called Orus , and 
that he committed adultery with Nepthe the 
wife of Typhon , and had by her the bafiard 
Anubis. Thus I may call the religion of the 
prielts in general a mythological colletftion or 
fyftem of ancient ftories , poetically difguifed , 
and applied under different acceptations , to 
allegorize the feveral phenomena of nature. 
Adieu. 

L. 

69 Plutaroh. de Ifid. & Ofir. 
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LETTER LIV. 

Cleander to Gobryas. 

^ Ji ' h e Athenians are fcarcely recovered from 
the greatelt confternation they have been in 
during the whole courfe of the war. Whilft 
they enjoyed an imaginary fecurity, and fancied 
that the Peloponnefian allies were retired into 
winter quarters ,. an enterprife was formed, 
which had nearly proved their deftruetion , 
alinoft before they could perceive the blow 
w r a s ftruck. It was nothing lefs than a delign 
to furprife the port Piraeus , their great ar- 
fenal and harbour , which , by a ftrange ne- 
gligence, was unfurnifhed with gallies to meet 
an invader, or a chain to keep them from 
entering. The firft cirOumfiance which made 
them fufped their danger, w as an advice brought 
them, that a large body of marines was marched 
over land from Corinth to Nifaea, a port of the 
Megaraeans , juft oppolite to the Piraeus ; and 
that forty gallies were ready to be launched 
there upon the firft order. But as in popular 
affemblies , the multiplicity of opinions that 
are ftarted tends rather to confound than dire<9; 
their counfels, they fpent their time in debat- 
ing what the defign of the enemies fhould be, 
when they ought to have been preparing to 
oppofe it. The Peloponnefian *fleet in the 
meantime, inftead of failing towards the Piraeus, 
according to their firft fcheme, turned off to Sala- 
jnis, furprifed a fort, took three guard-lhips, and 
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Wafted the illand. This alteration of their 
meafures , whether occafinned l)y a contrary 
wind, or fome difi'enlions among their generals, 
proved the fafety of the Athenians , who being 
alarmed to the higheft degree by the fignals of 
danger made from Saiamis, put a Itrong gar- 
rifon in Piraeus, and fitted out fome galiies 
with all hafte, with which they failed to ob- 
ferve the motions of their enemies. The Pe- 
loponnefians being informed of thofe prepara- 
tions, and not thinking themfelves Itrong enough 
to venture an engagement, returned to Nifaea. 
Now the danger is paft, the Athenians are buhly 
employed in fhutting up the entrance of the 
harbour with a chain, and fitting out foule IhipS 
to keep guard without. 

The liege of Plataea is turned into a blockade; 
the Peloponnelians have drawn lines round the 
city, which are looked upon to be a very fine 
piece of fortification. They conlilt of a double 
enclofure; one towards Plafa?a , to oppofethe 
fallies of the befieged, and another towards the 
country, to prevent the Athenians from' throw- 
ing in fupplies. The diftance between thefe 
enclofureSj which is fixteen feet, is taken up 
with towers, where the foldiers employed in 
the blockade are quartered. There is alfo a 
deep ditch filled with water , that is carried 
round the work. o 

Thou rauft already be informed of the war 
juft broke out between Perdiccas , ' king of 
Macedon , and Sitai.ces , king of Thrace , in 
which the Athenians are auxiliaries to the 
latter; and have engaged to fend a fleet to 
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fupport him in his proje# of fetting Amyntas > 
the fon of Philip, brother to Perdiccas, on 
his uncle’s throne. The Thracian monarch has 
raifed a very numerous army , not lefs than 
one hundred and fifty thouland men, out of 
his own fubjects , and the nations his allies. 
He is marched at the head of it to invade 
Macedon , carrying along with him the young 
Amyntas , whom he treats as a king. Per- 
diccas, fenfible of his inability to keep, the 
field again!! fo fuperior a force , has thrown 
the belt of his infantry into his Itrongelt places, 
and contents himfelf with ha raffing the enemy, 
defending the pafl'es , and laying wafte the 
country , to deprive them of fubliftence by 
means of his cavalry, which are excellent. Si- 
talces has notwithltanding made a conliderable 
progrefs already. Womene, a frontier town , 
which ventured to fiand a liege , he carried 
by Itorm; and feveral others, as Mygdonia, 
Griltonia , and Anthemus , have furrendered 
without oppofition , out of regard to the me- 
mory of Philip, whofe inheritance they once 
were. The Athenians think it a very feafonable 
and ufeful diverlion ; for they are well allured, 
that the Macedonian king was on the point of 
entering a fecond time into the confederacy 
again!! them, if this war had not reduced him 
to a Itate of felf-defence. 

I am next, noble fcribe, to open to thee 
an affair , which I enter upon with no fmall 
relu&ance , as well upon account of the perfon 
it concerns, whofe fortunes, honor, and life 
will be nearly affeded by what J lhall lay 
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before thee , as becaufe I am fenfible , how 
unwilling the humanity of thy temper renders 
thee to reveal what muft prejudice another, 
and how ftrongly at the fame time thy lingular 
fidelity mult be moved at any a6t of treachery 
in thofe that approach the facred perfon of 
the king. To detain thee no longer in fufpenfe, 
1 have difcovered a treafonable correfpondence 
of Sacas , the eunuch , chamberlain to the 
women’s apartment, which I came to the know- 
ledge of in the following manner: Upon Pe- 
ricles’s death, the papers and letters relating 
to public affairs, which he had in his pof- 
feffion,* w ere ordered by a decree of the fenate 
to be depofited in the archives of the Itate. I 
found means to obtain a light of them from the 
fcribe of the alfembly , in whofe hands they 
were depofited ; and thou mayelt imagine how 
furprifed I was , to difcover arnonglt them a 
correfpondence between Pericles and Sacas , 
which began the year after the peace made 
with Cimon, and continued ever fi nee with 
little interruption. Thou canft remember, that 
foon after that peace was figned, the Athenians 
fent arnbalfadors to the Perlian court , who , as 
it appears from thefe letters, engaged this un- 
fortunate eunuch in the interelt of Athens. He 
makes Itrong profeffions in his letters , that 
nothing could have engaged him in the fervice, 
but the remembrance of his Grecian extraction; 
for thou knowelt he was liolen from the coait of 
Euboea by Phoenician pirates , who infefted the 
iEgean fea. His letters chiefly turn upon the news 
and ordinary occurrences of the court; but there 
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is no one point which he inculcates more 
firongly, than the advantages which Greece 
may gain by exciting the Grecian provinces to 
revolt, and the facility of putting any fuch 
projeof in execution, lie reprefents , that to 
orettt principalities in the heart of the Periian 
dominions , under the prote&ion of the Grecian, 
iialcs, would be the fureft barrier for the latter 
Cgainit any attempt of the former: that moft 
of the governors would want very little en- 
couragement to fet up for thernfelves; fome 
confcious of their own mal-adminifiration , 
others incited from motives of difappointed 
ambition, or private injuries: that the people, 
barafied with taxes , and groaning under an 
oppreffive government , would readily join in 
the revolt ; efpecially if fair offers of liberty 
and Grecian proterftion were laid before them. 
He names Arg estes, the late governor ofLydia, 
and Mazel's , the governor of Phrygia' , as 
particularly inclined to revolt : that the latter 
he was well acquainted with , and knew that 
five hundred talents, and a fquadron of Athe- 
nian fhips, would at any time bring him into 
the field, In one of his letters he ufes the 
following remarkable expreffions : “ When once 
“ the fire of fedition is kindled, and blown 
“ up into a flame , it will fpread from one 
“ province to another, from the frontiers to the 
“ centre of the empire. The Med es thernfelves 
“ may perhaps make a bold ftruggle to recover 
“ the monarchy of Afia ; for 1 do not fay it 
“ without good foundation, many of our fatraps 
■ u cannot forget that the blood of Phraortes 
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“ and Astyages runs in their veins.” The 
traitor, not contented with difclofing the 90unfels 
ofPerlia, would involve the whole empire in 
blood and confufion, and overturn the throne 
of that prince, by whofe goodnefs his fortunes 
were rendered not only eafy but fplendid, and 
himfelf raifed from a fiate of fervitude to a 
Ration near the royal perl'on. The execrable 
treafon of Sacas , illultrious minifier, fhould 
be punilhed with the rnoft exemplary feverity, 
and tranfrnitted down to our pofierity in the 
fame linking manner with the pratSices of 
Arthmius of Zelis againft Athens. That fubtle 
emiffary was fent into Greece with large fums 
of money to foment the divilions of Athens 
and Sparta ; but his intrigues being difcovered, 
a brazen column was eretfted in the citadel of 
this city, and the following infcription engraven 
upon it by a decree of the people : 

“ Arthmius of Zelis, the fon of Pythonax, 
u is declared infamous and accurfed, a public' 
“ enemy of Athens and her allies , for having 
“ brought the gold of Media intoPeloponnefusj 
u and let all his pofierity be involved in this 
execration.” 

P. 
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LETTER L V. 

1 f 

Oleander to Hippias. 

I engaged lately in converfation with an 
Athenian, on the fubjeA of the extraordinary 
victories obtained by Greece over Xerxes and 
his generals. Surely, faid I, there mult be 
fome fecret enchantment in the found of li- 
berty, which could infpire a handful of men 
with refolution enough to oppofe , and even 
defeat, the formidable millions of Afia. A fi'ee 
people, anfwered he,' will always borrow 
courage from defpair. In that important junc- 
ture , the Grecians had nothing to expert but 
from their own valor, and every thing to fear 
from the power of their enemies. Inured from 
their infancy to the toils of war, and the cultiva- 
tion of a barren foil , they were eafily enabled,, 
from a fort of confiitutional vigor, to overcome 
the effeminate voluptuaries of the ealt. Well 
educated in an honeft fimplicity of manners, 
they defpifed and bore up again!! the terrible 
menaces of oppreffion. An undaunted greatnefs 
of mind is incompatible with fervile reltraint 
or timorous dependance , and the name of 
country cannot warm the heart of thofe who 
enjoy none. What reafon has a Have to be 
prodigal of life ? Does the event of a battle , 
decifive to the interefts of his lord , grow 
doubtful ? Unconcerned for the iflue of the 
day, he either furrenders to the enemy at 
difcretion, or endeavours to fly from the danger. 
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As he has no reputation to lofe, he confiders 
that he has none to hope for. He is fenfible, 
that he expofes himfelf only for the fecurity of 
a tyrant ; nor can he expe6t thofe rewards which 
are the proper attendants on virtue. To fuch 
an one, a change of governors feems absolutely 
indifferent, nay, rather delirable ; lince he 
may entertain thoughts of bettering his condi- 
tion under a new matter, from the impoffibility 
that it can ever be altered for the worfe under 
any. But who is he , that can rightly be pro- 
digal of life ? It is the inhabitant of a com- 
monwealth , one jealous of his fame and his 
freedom, and juttly preferring death with honor 
to life with ignominy. As he is an happy man, , 
the apprehenlion of a change alarms him; he 
prudently guards againft the approach of it, 
and bravely defends his own and the public 
welfare in oppofing it. He then becomes a 
benefactor to the ttate , and the gratitude of 
the ttate is his due ; a gratitude unmixed with 
the bafe alloy of envy, and flowing from the 
hearts of his citizens. The fubjeCts of the king 
of Perfia — Methinks , faid I , interrupting 
him , I know your Sentiment before you utter 
it ; but will not the munificence of the king 
of Perfia toward the vattals who diftinguifh 
themfelves in his Service, make amends for 
liberty, and prove as ftrong an inducement to 
' the laudable exercife of valor? Befides this,, 
the awe of his power is a fpur to aCtion , no 
where to be found in a free republic. — You 
are miftaken, anfwered he; laws, as they are 
Heady and uniform , command a more facred 
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reverence than arbitrary power. The Greeks . 
know what penalties they incur in offending 
againft the conftitution of their country : the 
Afiatics are in a precarious fubjecftion to the 
humor of a matter; and thofe obey with pleafure,. 
but tliefe with reluctance. It was not intended 
by Providence, that the human race fhould 
fuffer itfelf to be loaded with the fhackles of 
oppreffion ; and the tempers of a people mutt 
be long and painfully broken to it, before they 
can be able to bear it ; for nature in this , as 
well as other inftances , is apt to recoil ftub- 
bornly on the man who warps it. True valor 
is only the companion of liberty ; hence is it f 
that the Grecians in the field of battle are animat— 

i 

ed by an eagernefs to defend their deareft pof* 
feffions , which raifes their courage in the very 
crifis when it is moft wanted. The Haves of 
Perfia are prefled on to fight by the iron rod 
of arbitrary chaftifement, which extinguifhes 
every fpark of their courage, while they are 
engaging in a fcene of action that requires their 
utrnoft. In a word, the fear of punifhment 
can never maintain its ground againft the ge- 
nerous enthufiafm of freedom; fince it is not 
the power of a prince which can force , but 
it is every man’s zeal -for his own prefervation, 
which muft excite to the efforts of valor. Lives 
there a Grecian infenfible that the intereft of 

individuals is contained in that of the whole ? 

% 

No , and it is the fenfe of this truth , which 
puts every individual on contributing to fecure 
the whole. This principle, Cleander, is more 
extenfive in its influence, than the moft powerful 
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monarch of the earth ; and the fpirit of liberty 
will exert itfelf to defend the enjoyments of 
liberty. — Here my Athenian ended , and I 
made no reply. The blood rofe into my coun- 
tenance upon hearing his reproaches : I was 
vexed at his difregard for the conliitution of 
Per(ia , but afraid to betray my peculiar attach- 
ment to it. I excufed my confufion, however, 
by telling him, that I had forgot foine bulinefs, 
which was the caufe of it, and appointed to 
give him another meeting. Forgive , deareft 
Hippias, the weaknefs of thy brother, if he 
was much troubled at the feverity of thefe 
reflections ; yet why fhould he blame their fe-< 
verity, when, alas! he had more reafon to be 
troubled at the truth of them? Adieu. 

From Athens, C. 

* » 
t 

LETTER L V I. 

Cleander to Hippias. 

f J[ 1 h e next day I faw my friend again , and 
we refumed the fubjeCt of liberty. If I mikake 
not , faid I to him , you feemed to think , the 
laft time I converted with you , that a man of 
merit could never, be fure of his reward under 
a monarch ; that he was in a precarious fub- 
jeCtion , as you expretled it, to the humor of 
a matter: but can any thing be more capricious 
than the favor of a popular itate? In Athens, let 
an honeft citizen have done any extraordinary 
ferviee to-day, he knows not but he may be 
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banifhed for it to-morrow. And forafmuch as 
the mind of a multitude is more flux and variable 
than the temper of a prudent prince, a depend- 
ance on the elteem of the former mult be much 
more uncertain , than a confidence in the 
goodnefs of the latter : belides, the jealoufies 
and particular interelts of private perfons will 
frequently make a great iinpreffion on the in- 
clinations ofa whole community. Is the military 
glory of Themistocles to be difgraced, the po- 
litical wifdorn of Pericles defpifed , or the 
upright integrity of Aristides reviled ? The 
whimlical many , who weigh none of their 
refolutions in the fcale of reafon, fall naturally 
in with the propolition. Thefe admired minif- 
ters are degraded , and exiled from their 
country. For what? To make room for the 
very dregs and refufe of the people; to admit 
mere demagogues inltead of able politicians, 
and to exchange the true prudence and found 
eloquence of the one, for the fhallow fehemes 
and falfe oratory of the other. — The law of 
oltracifm , anfwered he , which you would 
infinuate to be fo baneful to the Athenian 
interelts, is a very excellent and wife inltitu- 
tion , and may be conlidered as a ltrong bul- 
wark to defend and protect the purity of a 
republican government. It is not lightly nor 
wqntonly put in execution, lince there mult 
be at leaft fix thoufand citizens concurring to 
the punifliment. Equality is the very life of 
a commonwealth ; and you mull allow , that 
bv the maxims of a jealous Itate fome alarm 
may reafonably be taken at fuperior merit. A 
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foul fo elevated is thought incapable of mo- 
deration, and a delire of glory fo paffionate is 
hardly to be diltinguilhed from a dangerous 
ambition. The Athenians have always beem 
delirous of curbing thofe who have pulhed 
themfelves too forward; of reducing them into 
the fame rank with their countrymen , from 
which perhaps they were at firlt unavoidably 
advanced by the pre-eminence of their cha- 
mbers , or the neceffity of the times. They 
remember the tyranny of Pisistratus and his 
fons , who were formerly no more than plain 
citizens on a level with the reli; they hold 
always in view the fate of Ephefus and other 
Grecian colonies : they bear in memory the 
afpiring temper of Pausanias in Lacedaemon ; 
and how were it poffible to divine , but that 
Themistocles, Aristides, Cimon, and Pe- 
ricles, would embroil their city in diflenlion, 
and treat it in the fame manner ? This kind 
of banilhment hath nothing lhameful or dif- 
honorable ; it is not termed the punilhment of 
iniquity, but is in fab the depreflion of exalted 
power. It may be fiyled a gentle mitigation 
of envy ; for by fixing this difgrace upon a 
fupreme officer in the commonwealth , the 
Iti.ig of malice can injure him no farther, and 
the arrows of hatred, which were pointed at 
him, lofe their force. It is a fure method of 
quieting the minds of the people, and prevents 
them from proceeding to meafures of more 
violence againft the exile. He is fullered to 
enjoy his eltate without forfeiture ; he pofTefles 
the rights and privileges of a citizen , with 
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hopes, in the interim, of being re-eftablifbed 
in authority. Thus thou mayeit obferve, that 
a man is not at once difcarded by this law 
from the protection of his country ; none of 
the links which attach him to her interefi are 
broken ; he need not therefore refort for fuc- 
cour to the refolutions of defpair. Ilence it 
is , that the perfons whofe names I have re- 
cited , never entered into any unjufi confe- 
deracies againtt their native Athens, but on 
the contrary preferved an unfhaken fidelity in 
its fervice. Again, this cuftom of oftracifm 
hath a further goo'd confequence, that it effec- 
tually fecures us from civil war and bloodfhed. 
Are there feveral who firuggle at the fame time 
for fuperiority? Do they endeavour to diffract 
the commonwealth by different parties ? There 
feems no way fo effectual to deliver the confiitu- 
tion from deftruCtion, as the fending thofe out 
of its bofom , who can lay no reltraint on their 
ambition. Hence the frame of the republic is 
entire; for, from the apprehenfion of this law,' 
our conliderable citizens apply all their abilities 
to increafe the profperity of the fiate, inttead 
of fupporting their perfonal power; they ftrive 
to aggrandize that, and their emulation is by 
this means converted to laudable purfuits. -If 
the people take offence at their conduCt, they 
are difmiffed for a term of years in the way 
already mentioned. They have time given them 
to refled coolly on their ralhnefs , and infiru# 
themfelves, from the feelingleffons of experience, 
in the vanity of every competition , except that 
which every honefi man lhould engage in; I 
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mean contending , who lhall molt contribute 
to the welfare of their country. — Yes, replied 
I, interrupting him , I underhand what you 
mean. The enemies of a great man are pleafed 
to honor the unworthy ends of their malice 
with the name of political wifdom ; and the 
people of Athens are fo good as to indulge 
them in faying, they were afraid of his ambi- 
tion , when in truth they were envious of his 
reputation. However, to do you jultice , you 
have urged more on behalf of the law, than 
I ever yet heard , or than 1 believed the matter 
would bear. But I befeech you, what fufpicion 
could you poflibly entertain of Themistocles, 
who had done fo much to fave the common 
liberties of Greece; who is even thought to 
have poifoned himfelf in the court of Ar- 
taxerxes , becaufe he would not engage in 
any enterprife to the prejudice of his country? 
What umbrage could the generolity of Cimon 
give to the Athenians, who feems to have been 
lb ftrongly touched with the principles of be- 
nevolence, that he would have fcorned to 
raife his own power on the ruins of a free 
republic? And what could you fear from the 
fan^tity of Aristides, who adininiltered the 
money of all Greece with that dilintereltednefs 
which becomesainan intruded with thetreafures 
of another; with that diligence which oneufually 
exercifes in the management of one’s own alfairs ; 
who gained love and elteem in that office, which, 
is generally expofed to odium? Happy Athens! 
that couldlt find a good man zealous in thy 
feryice , after the banilhment of Aristides 
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with whom goodnefs itfelf was exiled ! Surely, 
when fo many, and I may fay only virtuous, 
minilters have fufl’ered by the law of oltracifm, 
it is high time to abolilh this wretched tool of 
fa6tion and fedition. A tree may be judged 
of from the fruit that it produces, and a law 
may be known by the effects derived from it. — 
Without doubt, interpofed he, there is truth 
in what you fay, but it is truth carried too 
far. No law can be made to fuit every par- 
ticular cafe. The legiflator mult confult for 
that , which upon the whole is right. The 
wifelt inftitutions are often attended with in- 
conveniencies , and can you wonder, that the 
belt law lhould fometimes be followed by the 
worlt mifchiefs? — No, returned I with fome 
warmth , no mifchiefs are to be wondered at 
in that Itate , where a man’s merit , inltead of 
gaining him the love of his citizens, recommends 
him to nothing but difgrace. Good heavens ! 
can there be a furer lign of univerfal frenzy 
in a commonwealth , than the punilhing of 
great virtues with a feverity only due to the 
bafelt of vices ; and rewarding high fervices 
and the noblelt achievements with fuch black 
unthankfulnefs ? Are ye not alhamed to punilh 
this crime by law , wherever it is found in 
private perfons , and yet permit the imputation 
to remain upon the public ? Could your Itate 
be tried by any other city , and called to an 
account for its ufage of thefe excellent patriots, 
your fubtilties would hand you in no Head , 
nor could your orators invent an anfwer. At 
prefent indeed you are fecure from the cenfure 

or 
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or refen tment of the illuftrious fhades, who 
were injured by your anceftors. No murmurs 
of complaint are heard amongft them; butnot- 
withftanding their tongues are filenced by the 
neceffity of the grave, all ages and nations will 
agree to curfe the barefaced ingratitude of 
Athens. Adieu. 

From Athens. C. 


End of the third Year of the Peloponnefan 
JV ar. 
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M. 357 G. Firjt Year of the 88th Olympiad . 
The fourth Year of the Pcloponriefan War. 


LETTER L V 1 1. 

Clean der to Gobryas. From Athens. 

Jn a former letter 70 , noble fcribe, I laid 
before thee fome account of the three chief 
branches of the ' Athenian conftitution , the 
fenate of five hundred , the affembly of the 
people , and the Areopagus. The fubjed is fo 
far from being exhaufied , that I ihall proceed 
to give thee a further view into the nature of 
their civil government, and the different jurif- 
ditftions of the magiftrates. Thou muft have 
already obferved , that the form of all thefe 
republican conftitutions is complex , ; and the 
legiflative as well as executive power divided 
into a great number of hands , in order to pre- 
serve that equality of conditions , and rotation 
of authority , which they look upon as the 
bafis and chief fecurity ol their liberties. 

The nine Archons, with all the other ma- 
giftrates of the ftate, enter upon their refpec- 
tive charges .the firft day of the month He- 
catombaeon , which begins the year , and is 

70 Letter xiii. 
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celebrated with folemn facrifices, and all other 
exprefllons of rejoicing. 

The Archons are ele$ed by lot; but before 
they are admitted to the exercife of their of- 
fices, are obliged to undergo a double examina- 
tion in the fenate and forum , and to take a 
very ltri& oath in the royal portico. The firft 
in the cominiffion, who byway of pre-eminence 
is called the Archon, gives name to the year, 
determines in all caufes of wills and legacies, 
and regulates the diverfions of the theatre. To 
the fecond , (who probably in memory of their 
kings is Ityled Balileus,) the care of religion, the 
conduct of the prielts , and the infpe&ion of the 
Eleufinian myfieries are committed. The Po- 
lemarchus, or general, who is the third, has 
under his management the difcipline of the 
troops , and the care of the Itrangers refiding 
at Athens , over whom he exerciles a kind of 
judicial authority. Six go under the comrrion 
title of Thefmothetae, and are the guardians of 
the laws. It is their duty to fee , that none 
are enabled but fuch as conduce to the public 
good. All controverfies in matters of trade fall 
under their cognizance, and they have the ho- 
norable diltin&ion of regiltering public leagues 
and contracts. If either of the three principal 
magiftrates, by reafon of his youth, is lefs 
lkilled in the laws and cuftoms of his country, 
it is ufual for him to chufe two perfons of age, 
experience , and reputation , as his affiftants , 
who are called Paredroi. The Nomothetas are 
a thoufand in number. Their office is from 
time to time to infped the old laws ; and if 
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they find any that are grown obfolete , con- 
tradictory , orufelefs, to lay the matter before 
the people for their determination. The Stra- 
tegoi , or generals ot their armies , are ten in 
number, one out of every tribe. They have 
each a day of command in their turns. I w ill 
not enter into a tirefome detail of the other 
magiftracies amongft the Athenians: it is fuffi- 
cient to fay, that they are very numerous, 
and lhare amongfi them the different branches 
of power, from the care of the public revenues 
to that of regulating the women’s apparel , 
and providing lights and torches at public 
entertainments. 

At the end of the year , the magiftrates, 
who go out of office, are obliged to give in 
a Itricft account of their conducft to the people. 
The Areopagus , the Senate , the Trierarchs , 
in fhort, every public officer, who is either 
chofen by lot in the temple of Theseus , or 
voted for by the extenfion of hands in the 
aflemblies of the people , is obliged to undergo 
a fevere examination of his behaviour, before 
he is entitled either to any honorary mark of 
diltin&ion , or reward for his fervices. And 
what is much ftronger, the law enjoins, that 
till he has performed this duty, he fliall not 
he permitted to confecrate his patrimony to 
religious ufes , make any offering to the gods, 
or be adopted into another family , or even 
difpofe of his effects by will. In a word, the 
accountable magifirate can no longer be faid 
to enjoy the property of his poffeffions, but is 
a&uaily fufpended from a power of difpoling 
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of them, till it appears that he has acquitted 
himfelf like a good citizen in the fervices 
committed to his care. 

There is nothing deferves more attention in 
the Athenian conltitution , than the nature of 
their courts of juftice , and the manner of their • 
judiciary procefs. Befides what I formerly 
mentioned of the Areopagus, 1 fhall here add 
fome further particulars relating to it, and fhall 
conclude with a brief account of their other 
tribunals. The judges of the Areopagus have 
three Itated meetings every month ; when they 
are met, they divide themfelves into different 
committees, to each of which a certain number 
of caufes are afligned by lot. They ufe this 
method of proceeding, that every one of the 
judges , being ignorant what particular caufe 
will be referred to his determination, may lie 
under no bias from intereft or corruption. 
Before the trial begins , the plaintiff and de- 
fendant by folemn oaths call the gods to witnefs 
the fincerity of their proceedings. The former 
is placed upon a filver fiool , called the ftool of 
Injury ; the latter upon another, called the 
ftool of Innocence . Then the pleadings begin, 
which the parties fornetimes compofe them- 
felves , but generally employ fome orator to 
place, their arguments in the molt advantageous 
light. They are limited as to the time of 
f peaking , and are tied down to ftate only the 
plain matter of fa$ , and reafon from it, with- 
out ufing either rhetorical embellifliments to 
arnufe, or moving expreflions to raife the com- 
paffion of the judges. After the caufe has been 
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fully heard, the judges give their opinions: 
thole, who acquit the deiendant , caii their 
votes into a brazen urn ; thofe, who condemn 
him, caft theirs into one of wood. When the 
fuffrages are equal, the fide which is favorable 
to the prifoner is always taken. If the cafe is 
not capital, he names hiinfelf the punifhment 
which he thinks he has deferved , and the 
judges determine it from his opinion. The 
fentences of this court have always been held 
in the highelt veneration , for their exa6t con- 
formity to the laws ; and its members are in 
fuch repute for wifdom and integrity , that 
foreign Hates have fubmitted their differences 
to their arbitration; particularly the Meffenians 
made that offer to the Spartans , when thofe 
two ftates were at variance. The Athenians 
themfelves fay, that let any one of an irregular 
diffolute courfe of life be admitted into this 
court, he immediately lays alide his former 
vicious inclinations , and is adopted as it were 
into the virtues , as well as the number , of 
that venerable tribunal. Befides the Areopagus, 
the Athenians have four other courts, which ‘ 
take cognizance of capital offences, called the 
Palladian, the Delphinian, the Prytanean, and 
the Phreatian. The firft of thele was rendered 
by Draco fuperior to the Areopagus , but 
Solon afterwards leffened its power. The 
number of judges is fifty-one. The Delphinian 
tribunal lit in the temple of the Delphic 
Apollo , and try thofe murders w herein the 
{a6t is owned, but the defence alledges that the 
laws gave the accufcd a power of committing 
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it , as in the cafe of adultery. The Prytaneum 
is of a very odd conftitution ; and thou wilt 
imagine I am not in earneft , when I tell thee 
of what nature the caufes are which come 
before them. If a piece of wood or ftone, a 
fword, in lhort any thing inanimate, kills a 
man either by accident or the direction ol an 
unknown hand, it is tried before this court, 
and upon convi<Sion ordered to be call out of 
the territories of Athens. The Phreatian court 
is fo called from an ancient hero , and deter- 
mines the caufes of ltrangers who fly out of 
their own country for murder, and are appre- • 
hended within the limits of the Athenian fiate. 

Thefe are the courts of judicature lor cri- 
minal caufes. Thofe for civil are in number 
five: but I fhall not trouble thee with an ac- 
count of any but the Heliaea ; fo called from 
its being an open place , and expofed to the 
fun. The judges of this court are appointed 
by lot out of the body of the people, and their 
number varies according to the exigency of 
affairs , being fometimes reduced to fifty ^ and 
at others increafed to an hundred. The oath 
they take is very folemn ; they fwear by Ju- 
piter, Neptune, and Ceres, to give fentence 
according to the laws and the decrees of the 
people and fenate of Athens, to maintain the 

E refent conftitution , to take no bribes , to 
ear both lides impartially, and to fuffer no 
man to be elected into any office who has not 
given in his accounts. The manner of their 
judicial proceeding is as follows: after the caufe 
has been regiltered in the court by the proper 
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officer, and a day appointed for an hearing, 
the indictment of the plaintiff is read by a 
public crier ; then the def endant may endeavour 
to wave entering upon the merits of the cafe , 
by putting in one of thefe three pleas ; firlt , 
that the tune wherein the accufation ought to 
have been preferred was elapfed ; fecondly >, 
that the ficknefs of himfelf or principal witnefles 
rendered it impolfible for him to make a proper 
defence; or laftly, that he could retort the 
indictment preferred againft him upon his ad- 
verfary. If thefe pleas are either not offered 
or not allowed , the caufe proceeds in the 
ufual courfe. That the time of the court may 
not be unneceffarily taken up , an hour-glafs 
of water limits the orations of each. When 
the pleadings are over, the judges give fen- 
tence , by calling beans into two urns , which 
are opened , and a magiftrate (lands with a rod 
in his hand to number the beans , and decides 
as they come out. The caufe is no fooner de- 
termined , than a tablet containing the nature 
of it, and the names of the parties, which, 
during the time of its being in fufpenfe, hangs 
up in a public place, called the heroes liatues, 
is ordered to be taken down. The judges de- 
pofit their fceptres, the badges of their office, 
at the temple of Lycus , and receive the reward 
of two or three oboli for their fervice. 

Fro^ri this general view of the Athenian 
conflitution in its moft diffinguifhed branches, 
I believe thou wilt concur w ith me in opinion, 
that were its parts lefs complex, and the whole 
modelled into a narrower compafs, it would 
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be not only more perfe# , but more likely to 
be durable. The number of the courts of ju- 
dicature in particular is a great burden to the 
liate , as they tend to break the courfe of 
juftice , and render the progrefs of it expenlive 
and troublefome. Many of the poorer fort 
procure themfelves to be elected into thefe 
tribunals for (he fake of the oboli, that are paid 
them when they have difcharged their ^iffice. 
Such arbitrators inflame every trifling difference, 
inftead of reconciling it , and add fuel to the 
litigious and quarrellome temper of their coun- 
trymen. It were to be wifhcd, that the wifdom 
of their judges was equal to that of their laws ; 
but an account of them I referve lor the fub- 
jetit of another letter. Farewel. 

P. 


LETTER LVIII. 

Gobryas to Cleander. From Sufa. 

' J[ 'h y laft difpatch , as it concerns us very 
nearly, adds likevvife in the highefi degree to 
the merit of thy fervices; and the fpecdy return 
we make to it from hence will convince thee, 
that the affair and its confequences are elieemed 
of lingular importance. Thy lelter , by the ' 
king’s direction, was laid before the fupreine 
council of fevCn, which thou knoweli is com* 
pofed of Artveus, president of the tribunal of 
j uliice ; A r 1 m asfes tire Archimagus ; Megaby^us.; 
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Teribazus, treafurer of Perfia ; Aspathines, 
inafier of the polls; IntaPhernes, and rnyfelf. 
The remarkable manner in which thou camelt 
to the knowledge of this treafonable correfpond- 
ence, and the particulars which thou halt, ex- 
tra 61 ed from the letters themfelves , left us no 
room to doubt of thy intelligence; and thereiore 
we laid it as our unanimous opinion before the 
king, | that the traitor lhould be immediately 
apprehended. At the hour of lhutting the pa- 
lace-gates , a party of eunuchs belonging to the 
guard of the women’s apartments arrelted Sa- 
cas, and fecured his papers. Upon examining 
them it appeared , that lince the death of Pe- 
ricles he had deliroyed the papers that palled 
between them ; there remained only a few letters 
from Mazeus, but in them was fufficient evi- 
dence to conviel him. For in one he exprefsly 
calls Sac as the Friend of Athens ; and in another, 
delires him to tranfrnit to Pericles the terms on 
which he would rife in arms again!! his fove- 
reign. He was examined the next day before 
the tribunal of jullice, but behaved with a 
fullen referve, till the fe verity of torture drew > 
from him a confeffion of his perfidious practices. 
He would never be induced to fay, that any 
other perfon was concerned with him , except 
one Have, whom he had fent twice with letters 
to Athens, and poifoned at his return to pre- 
vent a difcovery. His ufual manner of convey- 
ing his difpatches was, to fend them enclofed 
to a merchant of Athens, one Philo , under 
a pretence that they were commillions from 
the ladies of the palace to purchafe Grecian 
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curiofities. After fo full a confeffion, and the 
written teftimony of Mazeus’s letters, he was 
fentenced to fuffer capital punifhment , after 
the laws of Perfia, and condemned to the Boat 71 . 
Butin the night that preceded the day appointed 
for his execution, the queen-mother, from whole 
Have he was firfi advanced to a low office in the 
palace gardens, made very prefling inliances that * 
his life fhould be fpared, and himfelf condemned 
only, to a perpetual imprifonment atCyrtaupon 
the Bed Sea. Several ladies of the palace, par-* 
ticularly Arsinoe, the fair Damafcan, united 
their interelts to hers ; and our monarch, divided 
between the refpect which he alw r avs pays to 
the lealt requeft of his mother, and the pre- 
valence which love has over the molt generous 
natures, on one hand, and the fafety of his 
empire, and the inviolable obfervance of jultice, 
on the other, has ordered the execution to be 
refpited. However, the minilters continue to 

71 The punifliment of the boat was peculiar to the 
Perfians , and of a very ftrange nature. They tools, two 
boats framed exadtly to fit and anfvver each other. The 
malefactor who fullered was laid down upon his back iu 
one of them, and covered with the other, in which were 
boles cut big enough for his head and eyes to appear 
at. Then they offered him food , which they compelled 
him to eat by pricking his eyes. The drink they gave him 
was a mixture of honey and water, pouring it not only 
down his throat, but over his face , which being kept 
turned towards the fun, and befmeared with this potion, 
was always covered with vaft numbers of flies and other 
infects. In this teazing and painful condition the criminal 
generally languifhed feveral days before he expired, and 
afforded a inofl noifome ipedacle to the by-ftanders. Note 
by the trauflator. 
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prefs earneftly, that the laws may take their 
courfe ; and it is urged, that the punifhment 
of Sacas may be a leal clemency to others , 
who other wife may be incited to renew the 
like practices, from obferving, in the prefent 
cafe, that they are palled over with impunity. 
One traitor is however fecured ; for a courier 
is jult arrived with the head of Mazeus, the 
late governor of Phrygia; and orders are dif- 
patched to put to death Arcestes, which he 
already deferved for his mal-adminiltration of 
Lydia. 1 will not conceal from thee, that tliefe 
executions have occalioned no fmall faction and 
intrigue in the court The friends of Sacas, 
and the relations of Mazeus and Arcestes , 
fome of whom are of the moft confiderable 
families in the empire, put every method in 
pradice, to inveltigate from what quarter thefe 
treafons were difcovered. But thou niayelt 
relt alfured , Cx.eander , that thy letters are 
lhown to none but thofe of the fecret council; 
and no care lhall be omitted , that may con- 
tribute towards thy fafety, which, as long as 
I have any influence , lhall be equally lecure 
with my own. 

Pyracmon the* Spartan tells me, that an 
agent from Lacedaemon will fhortly arrive here, 
with fuller powers and lefs limited inlirnctions. 
If we ever proceed fo far with him as to draw 
up a plan for a league between the Great King 
and the Lacedaemonians, we lhall inlilt that no 
peace be made with Athens, till they agree to. 
abolilh that article in Ci mon’s peace, which ref- 
trains our navigation. Otherwife the affiflance 
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we fhall afford them will be real and effectual 
to their advantage ; and the obligations they 
lay themfelves under with regard to us mere- 
ly nominal. 

I have orders from the king to acquaint 
thee , that whenever the fcene of bulinefs at 
Athens requires a lefs particular attendance, 
thou mayelt take an opportunity of furveying 
the inolt remarkable parts of Greece , and fend 
us accounts , as well ol the general face of the 
country , as of the cuftoms and policies of its 
different ftates. The time and manner of per- 
forming this journey are left to thy judgment; 
but in order to defray any expenfes it may 
occalion, and to reward thee for thy late lignal 
fervice, Teribazus, the treafurer, is dire&ed 
to tranfmit to thee 2000 Darics by the hands 
of thy brother the merchant. 

P. 


LETTER L I X. 
Oleander to Smerdis. 

In a former letter 72 I told thee of an ex- 
traordinary philofopher, who hath appeared 
within thefe few years in the town of Athens. 
And as thy attention mult of courfe be railed 
to hear that fo much learning exifts among the 
Greeks, it is my defign in theprefent, to give 

thee an account of fome , who have been 
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efteemed in this part of the world for the fu- 
periorily of their vvifdom, and the remarkable 
faniSity of their manners. To fay nothing of 
the Ionic and Italic fchools , which in their 
turns have produced perfons of great eminence 
and abilities , I fhall entirely confine inyfelf 
to fpeak of the feven fage contemporaries of 
Greece. 

Thales of Miletus, who is generally counted 
in the number, was founder of the Ionic fetft: 
the reft are Bias and Cleobulus of Caria, 
Chilon and Myson of Laconia, Solon .of 
Athens, and Pitta cus of Mitylene. They were 
fo highly refpe 61 ed by their countrymen, as to 
be difiinguifhed by the honorable title which 
I have juft now mentioned. Nor- indeed is it 
to be wondered at, if fuch lingular regard was 
paid to them , lince however deficient their 
do&rines may feem in more enlightened times, 
yet me thinks a natural reverence is due to 
thofe who firft opened the avenues to philo- 
fophy, and were the earlielt improvers of hu- 
man reafon. The particular accident which 
is faid to have been the occalion that this title 
was bellowed on them , is thus related by the 
Grecian annalifis. Some Milefian lilhers hav- 
ing taken a lilver tripod in one of their nets, 
were not able to agree among themfelves to 
whom the property of it lhould belong , and 
therefore referred the matter in difpute to the 
oracle at Delphi. The oracle pronounced it 
lhould be given to the wifelt man. Accord- 
ingly it was fent to Thales , who modeftly 
declined accepting it ; and fo it palled from 
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one to another of thefe philofophers , till it 
was at lalt dedicated by Solon to the god 
Apollo. When it was brought to Myson , the 
perfons charged with it were received by him 
in the habit of a menial Have working on his 
own grounds. Happy times of primitive fim- 
plicity, when a wile man was known by no 
other token than his virtue 1 

1 proceed to Thales. He was born in the 
jfirfi year of the thirty-filth olympiad , and was 
the molt celebrated geometrician, naturalili, 
and altronomer of the age he lived in. But I 
lhall not prefent him to thee , Smerdis, in any 
one of thefe regards ; and chufe rather to con- 
fider him in the capacity of a moral teacher. 
For as thou , in the character of a religious 
infirucitor, art more verfed in precepts for the 
conduct of life, than the idle refearches of 
fcience ; fo thou art belter pleafed with the 
profelfors of the former than the latter. Thales, 
having receiyed feveral queliions from Amasis 
the king of ^Egypt , fent him the following 
anfvver to each of them: “ Wouldli thou be 
“ informed, what is oldefi? It is God, be- 
“ caufe he is a being from eternity. Wouldli 
** thou know, what is greateli? It is fpace, 
tl becaufe the world contains all things, but 
** that contains the world. Wouldli thpu lie 
“ fatisfied , what is fairelt ? It is the earth, 
becaufe it is exquifitely contrived and dif- 
“ pofed. Wouldli thou be told, what is wifeft? 
u It is time, becaufe it difcovers the inoli fecret 
u tranfadlions. Wouldli thou be acquainted, 
“ what is common to all men ? It is hope , 
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for when every poffeflion is gone, that abides 
u with us. Doft thouafk, what is beft? It is 
virtue, for it fweetens the enjoyments of 
life. Doft thou afk, w ; hat is worlt ? It is 
vice, for it corrupts every good. Doft thou 
inquire, what is ftrongeft? It is neceffity, 
“ becaufe that alone is invincible. Doft thou 
inquire, what is molt agreeable ? It is to 
obey the dictates of nature, and purfue the 
“ ends fhe has marked out. 99 As he had fpent 
the belt part of his paternal fortune in literary 
purfuits, his friends reprimanded him one day 
feverely for his negle# of it ; but he told them, 
that a wife man was always rich , while a rich 
man had feldom the happinefs to be w 7 ife. And 
upon their afking him, what advantage he had 
reaped from his acquirements in knowledge? 
he anlwered , he would foon give them a re- 
markable inltance of it. Infhort, having fore- 
feeri by fome phyfical obfervations , that it 
would be a fruitful year , he bargained with 
the inhabitants of Miletus for the produce of 
their olive-trees in the enfuing feafon. From 
thefe he extracted a large quantity of oil, the 
profits of which proved a confiderable revenue 
to him. When his acquaintance came to con- 
gratulate him on this fuccefs , he generoufly 
diftributed his gains to the neceffitous ; adding, 
that it was the duty of a philofopher to efteem 
money at a low rate. They tell of him, that 
in a conference which he held with a philo- 
fopher of Priene, relating to his extraordinary 
method of calculating the proportion that the 
fun's body bears to the orbit he defcribes in 

his 


/ 


Digitized by Google 


LETTERS. a 7 3 

his annual courfe , the Priemean admiring the 
acutenefs of Thales , and the beauty of the 
invention , entreated him to command any 
reward which it lay in his power to beftow 
on him ; hut Thales made him this anfvver: 
“ I require no other reward from you , than 
“ that you fhould not arrogate to yourfelf the 
“ credit of the invention; hut if ever you im- 
t( part it to others, inform them of the true 
“ author. The wifeft men are by no means 
u contemners of glorv ; much lefs fhould I , 
u who am very far from the pofleflion of 
11 vvifdom , he pleafed with any man , who 
u would uniuftly ufurp to himfelf the honor 
u of thofe difcoveries , which might otherwise 
u redound to my own reputation. ” A queftion 
w r as one day put to him , whether it were 
poflxble for a man to conceal his actions from 
the gods? “ ImpolTible , ” faid he, “ becaufe 
u they are even acquainted with our thoughts.” 
He ufed to thank Providence for three things; 
that he was horn a reafonable being, and not 
a brute; a man, and not a woman; a Greek and 
not a Barbarian. His love of liberty and inde- 
pendence was fuch , that during his relidence 
in the palace of Amasis, he made himfelf ob- 
noxious to the minifters, by the freedom and 
bolduefs of his converfation. In particular, 
he expreffed his abhorrence of tyranny fo 
ftrongly, that it gave offence to the king, who 
could never be eafy till he had fent him away 
w r ith fome notable marks of his difpleafure. 
The reflexion which chiefly enraged them was 
this : “ That of all wild beafts a tyrant is the 
1. 18 
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“ worft , and of all tame beafts a flatterer.” 
Thus was Thales an excellent philofopher, 
but a bad courtier ! This however happened 
fortunately for Greece, lince by that means he 
was forced back into his native country, which 
he enriched with thofe invaluable treafures of 
learning that he brought from iEgypt. 

Bias was defeended of a noble family in 
Priene. He had a natural talent for eloquence, 
which he fo x improved by practice, that his 
name as an orator grew famous overall Greece. 
To tell a pleader, that he had performed at 
the bar of a court of jufiice like Bias of Priene, 
was for many years thought the highelt com- 
pliment that could have decently been paid to 
any one. The molt remarkable ftory, that is 
told of him, I find to be this: When Aroys, 
who fucceeded Gyges on the throne of Lydia, 
took the city of Priene by fiorm, and was juft 
preparing to give it up to the plunder of his 
foldiers , the inhabitants were diligently em- 
ployed in removing their effects. Jnthemidft 
of this general confternation , Bias alone ap- 
peared not concerned for the event ; and being 
admonilhed by fome of his acquaintance to 
follow their example, he immediately anfwered 
them, “ You are miftaken, if you think I am 
“ unmindful of my affairs ; for all that is mine 
“ I carry with me. ” There is one precept of 
his, which bears hard upon his charatfter, viz. 
“ That we fhould ever behave towards an 
“ enemy, as if he might become our friend; 
“ and towards a friend, as if he might become 
“ our enemy. ” The firft part of it , which 
regards our condu6t to an enemy, is a wife 
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and rational reflection; but the laft part, that 
regards our conduct to a friend, feems deftruc- 
tive of focial happinefs , and. the pleafure re- 
fulting from the unreferved overflowings of 
affe6tion. The different circurnftances and ca- 
fuahies of my life, venerable Smerois, (and 
furely various are the trials 1 have undergone, ) 
never gave me oecafion , 1 confefs to thee , to 
believe it a neceffary maxim. This condition, 
however, thou wilt naturally draw from it; 
that the philofopher who imparted this fevere 
advice to the world, inuft have intruded the 
fee rets of his heart to a man , who proved 
afterwards perfidious ; and the rather, becaufe 
one would imagine that nothing could have 
extorted it from him , but his own fatal ex- 
perience of the corruption and ficklenefs of 
human nature. How much better is the ge- 
nerous principle ol his countryman Cleobui.us, 
that •“ Enemies are to be reclaimed by a gentle 
“ forbearance, and friends to be preserved by 
a a cordial benevolence ! ” The life of this 
philofopher was not diftinguifhed by any in- 
terefting events. It is known of him in general, 
that he lived happily in the office of principal 
magiftrate in his city, and was bleffed by Pro- 
vidence with an extraordinary daughter* She 

L was a celebrated compofer of enigmas, many 

of which the fent into ./Egypt to be folved by 
the fagacity of the learned. Though her father 
was very attentive to the management of his 
paflions , yet fhe was of great fervice to him 
in moderating thole unguarded ftarts of an- 
ger , which were apt to break from him; a 

1 

1 
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circumftance the more agreeable to Cleobulus, 
as it was accompanied with all the amiable fim- 
plicity of real tendernefs and duty ! 

Chilon poffefl’ed the dignity of an Ephorus 
in Lacedaemon. Being alked by iEsop the f»* 
bulift , w'hat he thought molt difficult , he 
replied, “ to keep a lecret, and to bear an 
injury. ” He wrote a letter to Periander of 
Corinth, in which he told him, that “ it was 
“ impoffible foratyrantto befafe ; and he might 
“ elteem himfelf Angularly fortunate, if he died 
“ peaceably in his bed. ” In his old age he 
declared among his intimates , that he was not 
confcious he had ever done any thing incon- 
filtent with his duty, except that in a Contcft 
between one whom he loved, and another 
whom he had no regard for, he was unwilling 
to determine either againft his friend or the 
law, and fo perfuaded him to appeal to a dif- 
ferent tribunal, where he might hope to be 
acquitted. How few are there who , like 
Chilon, attheclofe of a long life, canaccufe 
their judgment but once of being warped by 
partiality! 

Myson was an inhabitant of the town of 
Chaena. Notwithlianding his father was go- 
vernor of the place , he feems to have neg- 
le$ed thofe honors to which his birth and rank 
did naturally call him , and to have retired 
from the noife of public bufinefs to his little 
farm, confining him fell' to the culture of his 
lands, and the improvement of his own mind. 

I come now to Solon. Were I to give 
thee a particular account of his inftitutions f 
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this letter would fvvell into a volume; nor will 
I endeavour to defcribe to thee the rapturous 
veneration which the Athenians pay to his 
memory , fince an attempt of that fort could 
* only prefent thee with a faint idea of it. Be- 
fides , thou mayefi perceive it is no part of 
my defign to confider him as a wife law-giver 
or a fuperior politician , but as he hands on an 
equality with the relt of thefe fpeculative philo- 
fophers. Having met with innumerable erodes, 
which ufually difturb a good man in republican 
governments , Solon was rather forced by the 
neceffity of the times, than tempted by his 
curiofity, to travel into ^Egypt. However, 
while he ftaid there , he made himfelf well 
acquainted with the knowledge of the country. 
On his return to Athens, he found Pisistratus 
invefted with the fuprerne authority ; and though 
he was his neareft relation, yet he vigoroufly 
oppofed each of his arbitrary meafures. He 
told his countrymen , that “ in alferting their 
“ common liberties, he thought himfelf wifer 
“ than fome among them , and braver than 
u others; w T ifer than thofe who fufpetfted not 
iL the intentions of Pisistratus , and braver 
“ than thofe w ho fufpecfted them, but timoroufly 
“ concealed their fentiments. He ufed to fay, 
“ that laws are like cobwebs ; they entangle 
“ the weak and men of low condition , but 
u the rich and the powerful break through 
“ them . 99 The ftory of his conference with 
Croesus on the fubje# of happinefs , is well 
know r n , from the large account of it that hath 
been lately publilhed in the Clio of Herodotus* 
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I imagine a copy of that excellent hiftory muft 
have penetrated into Badria ; and therefore 1 
w ill not trouble thee with a tedious repetition 
ol what is there recited , nor fpoil its beauty 
by contracting it. Solon , in order to prevent 
the abufes, which might a rife from the ex- 
tenlive power of the people, created a council 
of four hundred to be chofen out of the tribes, 
who were to examine every propolition, before 
it was offered to the general affembly for their 
determination. On this head An ach arsis, the 
Sevillian fage, made a lively remark to him: 
u Methinks, (faid he,) it is a Itrange difpoli- 
“ tion of your affairs , that yon Ihould fulfer 
“ wife men to debate, and leave it to fools 
u to decide. ” 

Pittacu s was a man of remarkable fteadinefs 
in his condiid. He killed the tyrant who op- 
preff’ed his country, and for that gallant aCtion 
the people of Mitylene fubmitted themfelves of 
their own accord to his authority. He governed 
them for ten years with furprihng lenity ; and 
when they begun to grow weary of him , he 
abdicated the regal office. He would frequently 
exclaim , “ How difficult is it for a great man 
* l to be honeft?” Without doubt, he had ex- 
perienced , that the life of a prince was one 
miferable round of diffimulation ; and that it 
was fometimes more neceffary to fatisfy the 
exigencies of Itate-policy , than the di&ates of 
confidence. He exhorted his friends to fecure 
a retreat within their own bofoms , and to 
fly from the troublefome crowd of flatterers, 
which furrounded them , to that engaging 
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folitude. He ordered a wheel to be placed in 
the temple at Mitylene, as an emblem of the 
uncertain courfe of fortune and viciffitude of 
things. 

1 have now laid before thee, venerable 
Smerdis, fuch, material particulars, as 1 have 
been able to colleCt , relating to the lives and 
characters of the wife men. Nor can it have 
efcaped thy penetration, that in the maxims, 
which I have cited from them in the courfe of 
my letter , they have touched upon thofe lelfons 
of wifdom , which are the molt improving, 
and conveyed them to tl>e imderltanding of 
others with the cleared brevity. At the lame 
time it mult be owned , that the fentences I 
fpeak of, though they are certainly very pre- 
cious remains of their opinions , are yet far 
from compoling any regular and confident 
fcheme of philofophy. Hence is it, that the 
do/trines of the Grecian fages fvvarm with 
various contradictions, while fome have rejeCled 
with difdain, what others fupported with ob- 
fiinacy. How little then can any or all of them 
be compared with the infpired prophet of the 
Eaft ! If thefe had the happinefs to be blelfed 
w ith any faint dawnings of the light of reafon ; 
Zoroaster enjoyed it in its full force and lufire* 
If thefe laid down any rational principles of 
conduCt in human life; Zoroaster underltood 
the relations of duty , and revealed a noble 
fyftem of morality. If thefe were eminent among 
their citizens for philofophical aufierities; Zo- 
roaster may be conlidered as a perfeCt pattern 
ol virtue. II thefe inveftigated any truths in 
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the knowledge of nature; Zoroaster was ac- 
quainted with all her fecret wonders and 
mightielt operations. If thefe , when they 
worlhipped that immortal power, who is the 
provident arlilt, and wife go'/ernor of the uni- 
verfe, confined themfelves to the petty limits 
of a temple made with hands, and offered fa- 
crifices on altars of their own erecting ; Zo- 
roaster taught, that the temple of Orom ashes 
was infinite fpace , that his altar was the earth, 
the air, and the heavens. If thefe were of 
fervice to one corner of mankind, to their 
native cities , and the narrow diltriAs of their 
own communities ; the religion of Zoroaster 
w r as not fixed to one place or fociety of men; 
it has made its way through innumerable na- 
tions of the world. To conclude, the philo- 
fophers , like the gods of Greece , were partial 
in their knowledge , felfifb in their purfuits , 
unfettled in their condu$ , contentious in their 
natures, mean in their affedions : Zoroaster, 
like his own deity, the great Oromasdes, was 
boundlefs in knowledge , extenfive in bene- 
volence, uniform in his conduct, undifturbed 
in his nature, refined in his affedions. In a 
word , the former were only fitted to perplex 
the reafon, and divide the hearts of their coun- 
trymen; while the latter was born to clear and 
improve the one, to enlarge and unite the 
other. Adieu. 

From Athens. C. 
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Oleander to Megabyzus. From Athens. 

a d I not received thy commands to lay 
before thee fome account of the military dif- 
cipline of the Greeks , I fhould never have 
ventured to addrefs my remarks on that fubje# 
to fo confurnmate a captain, who, by long 
experience in the duties of a foldier , and the 
warlike arts of different nations , muft antici- 
pate every thing that can be offered , on a 
fcience , which the ableft general now living 
might be proud to learn under thy enfigns. But 
my delire to gain an infight into every parti- 
cular in the Athenian policy and cuftoms, from 
whence the Perfian minifiry could expert in- 
formation, has induced me to extend my in- 
quiries to a part of knowledge, which would 
otherwife have lain out of my fphere. I lhall 
therefore endeavour to comply with thy orders, 
by fending thee fuch obfervations as I have 
either had an opportunity of making myfelf, 
or collected from the difcourfe of the belt 
officers amongft the Athenians , whofe ta6lics 
throughout this letter I have kept principally 
in view. 

The military force of this republic , and 
indeed of all the other Grecian Hates , is com- 
pofed of three forts of troops , citizens, allies, 
and mercenaries. The former, thou mayelt 
imagine , are held in the higheft degree of 
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efieem , and molt relied upon ; the latter being 
expofed without concern, and never trutied 
without neceffiary cautions ; and lirice their 
attachment to the caufe, for which they fight, 
is owing to motives ol' conltraint or profit, their 
fidelity is fometimes fufpeded. 

The young Athenians are early trained up 
to arms; at the age of eighteen they learn the 
military exercifes under the infpeCtion ol able 
mailers, and inure their bodies to fupplenefsand 
fatigue, by frequenting the lladia and vvreliling 
fchools. At twenty their names are entered 
in the public regifter , alter 4aking a folemn 
oath in the temple pf Agraules, by which they 
oblige themfelves “ to fight till the lali gafp 
“ for the intereft of religion and the liate, in 
“ conjunction with their fellow-citizens , or 
u even alone , if occalion requires; to increafe 
“ the profperity of their country; to obey the 
“ law r s enaCted by content of the people; and 
il to oppofe with all their might thole who 
“ thall attempt to alter the conliitution. ” When 
this ceremony is performed , the young men 
are looked upon as members of the common- 
wealth, enjoy all the privileges, and are liable 
to all the duties of citizens; amongtt which that 
of appearing in arms, whenever the voice of 
the people requires their fervice in the field, is 
none of the lealt: but in order to inure them 
to the difcipline and fatigues of war, they take 
their turns by detachments to mount guard in 
the citadel, Piraeus, and other forts of Attica, 
for two years before they are fent upon any 
expedition abroad. The Grecian iniantry, in 
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which the ftrenglh , of their armies confifts , 
is made up of iloplitai, Pfiloi, and Peltaltai. 
The firft are heavy-armed foldiers, who engage 
with long fpears, broad Ihields , and cutting 
fwords. The feeond are light-armed men, who 
fight with arrows, darts, and flings, and are 
placed either in the van to begin an engage- 
ment, or on the flanks of the wings, to gall 
the enemies cavalry, and prevent their break- 
ing in. The Pcltafiai are a fort of troops be- 
tween the two former , ' fo called from the 
narrow targets which they wear. Thefe again 
are divided into bodies of thoufands, hundreds, 
and fifties each , commanded by their proper 
officers, the Chiliarchs, Uekatontarchs , &c. 
To each company of one hundred and twenty 
men four fubalterns are affigned ; the lieutenant, 
whofe polt is in the rear, the enlign, the trum- 
peter , the crier, who gives the word of com- 
mand, and the fuller, who fupplies the men 
with neceflaries, and waits upon them. The 
Athenian officers all allure me, that amongft 
the many advantages their troops have over 
thofe of the Eaft , they reckon thefe fub-divi- 
fions to be one ol the principal. By this means 
the men perform their exercifes with more 
exaftnefs and uniformity , move with greater 
quicknefs, attack with greater force , and have 
a larger number of officers to watch over their 
condu# in their quarters, as well as encourage 
and direct them in a day of battle. Over 
the foot are placed ten camp-mafters , with 
the title of Taxiarchoi , chofe by each of the 
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tribes 73 ; they command, under the general,' 
[who is always one of the Strategoi ele<9ed 
annually by the people,] the infantry oi their 
refpe<3ive tribes, give orders for the marches, 
review the men, punifh them for their mif- 
deineanours, and regulate the diftribution of 
vi<9uals to every foldicr. The cavalry are di- 
vided into fquadrons under their proper officers, 
two of whom are called Hipparchoi, and have 
the fame jurifdicftion over them as the Taxi- 
archoi have over the foot : but the Grecian 
cavalry is not very numerous; and in this 
refpe# I fhould think the Perlian armies were 
far their fuperiors , when they have generals, 
at their head , who know how to make ufe of 
fo material an advantage. The Hippeis 74 or 
horfemen, at Athens compofe the fecond order 
of citizens , and are required to have a certain 
annual revenue, and to maintain a horfe at 
their own charge; but they do not amount to 
twelve hundred at the moft. The Lacedae- 
monians are likewife but indifferently fupplied. 
with cavalry ; the heft of theirs comes from 
Sciros , a town not far diftant from Sparta. 

7 3 Their names are the Aegean^, the Ere&hian, the 
Cecropian , the Pandionian, the Acainantian, Antiochian, 
Leontian , Oenian , Hippothoonian , and Ajacian. The 
reader may fee in Potter’s Antiquities the feveral divi- 
lions of thefe tribes into Demoi or boroughs. Note by the 
tranflator. 

74 The Athenians were divided into three orders ; 
the firft were worth 5 oo medimns of liquid and dry com- 
modities; the fecond 3 oo; the third 200: the reft were 
allowed to vote, but not to bear offices in the ftate. 
This was an inftitution of Sozon. Note by the tranffator. 
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Indeed a very natural reafon is to be afiigned 
for their deficiency in this branch of their ar- 
mies; for as Attica and Pelopormefus are moun- 
tains and rough countries/ there is no oppor- 
tunity or encouragement to train up a breed 
of horfes for the fervice; and thofe they have 
ean be of little ufe in military operations from 
the fituation of the ground. The cavalry of 
the Thellalians, who poffefs large and extended 
plains, is moft efteemed , and therefore hired 
by the reft of the Grecians to fupply that defe# 
amongft themfelves. The cuftom of paying 
foldiers was introduced here by Pericles : be- 
fore his adminiftration every citizen ferved at 
his own expenfe ; now a foot-foldier receives 
three oboli a day, and a horfeman a drachm; 
but upon particular occafions this ftipend is 
increafed. 

Thou muft have obferved of the Grecian 
armies , that they are not formidable fo much 
for their numbers , or even courage, as indi- 
viduals , as !or the excellent difcipline , which 
prevails among them, and that warm love of 
glory and their country , which animates every 
man in the army, from the higheft officer to 
the meaneft foldier. Their courage, without 
the former, would only expofe them to danger; 
without the latter , they would want the moft 
powerful motive to difiinguilh themfelves. 
Their evolutions are contrived with deep pe- 
netration , founded on practice and a ftudy of 
the military art, which is unknown to the 
rude undifciplined multitudes of the Eaft, who 
are dragged out of the villages to recruit our 
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armies , and urged on by blows and fcourges 
to the attack. 

When the Grecians would break the ad- 
verfe battalions , they throw themfelves into 
the form of a wedge, which the enemy, if 
they underhand their bulincfs , receive in a 
koilenibolon , or pair of fheers, which inter- 
cepts and breaks the force of the rhombus. 
When they would receive or give a regular 
onfet, they form in a body of lixteen in flank, 
and five hundred in front , prefen ting on all 
fides a firm impenetrable phalanx. When they 
would enter defiles or ftraits pofiefled by an 
enemy , they extend their files in the fhape 
of a worm , from whence the figure receives 
its name: in fhort, no one incident can happen in 
a day of battle, for which they have not invented 
a proper motion; unlike the armies of Perfia, 
potent lord, thou well knoweft, who rufh on 
tumultuoufly with hideous cries, and place 
their whole dependence upon the fury of the 
firlt attack. If that fails them , their courage 
abates, their ranks grow difordered , the of- 
ficers are unable to give orders in the confufion 
that enfues; and if the enemy give one bntk 
pufh , they betake themfelves to a fhameful 
flight. 

The fcience of attacking and defending towns 
is much improved in this country fince the 
invalion of Xerxes, when the Spartans, after 
the defeat of Mardomus, could not force a 
body of Perfians , who had taken refuge in , 
fome wooden fortifications, till the Athenians 
marched to their affiftance. The long duration 
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6f the fiege of Plataea has contributed towards 
a variety of new works and machines , that 
are daily brought into practice ; their ufual 
method was to draw up their army in the form 
of a tortoife, and give a general florin, or elfe 
batter the walls with the ram, and then fend a 
party to enter by the breach. I have hitherto 
confined myfelf to the difcipline of the land- 
armies ; but as the chief pride and fecurity of 
Athens conlilts in the number and goodnefs of 
her fliips, and the experience and (kill of her 
feamen , thou mayelt expert from me fome 
remarks on that part of her military force. In 
a former letter to Gobrias 75 I mentioned the 
chides of twelve hundred rich citizens chofen 
out of each tribe , upon whom the expenfes 
of all the naval preparations are laid. Thefe 
dalles are divided into companies of lixteen 
each, who unite to fit out a trireme; but there 
feems to be fomething unjuft in the law upon 
which this practice is founded. Every citizen, 
from the age of twenty-five to forty , is ranked 
in one ol* thefe companies ; and whether he 
has a revenue of two hundred talents , or of 
two, is obliged to contribute equally in equip- 
ping a (ingle fhip. Now it feems highly un- 
reasonable , that the poffefTors of plentiful 
eftates fhould contribute no more than others 
towards the public expenfe; and that the ci- 
tizens of fmaller fortunes fhould be burdened 
with as large an alfelTment as the more opulent: 
and yet the law, as it (lands at prefent, is 
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liable to thefe objections, and I think it would 
be very meritorious in any of their orators to 
propofe a new regulation 76 . The Athenians 
man their gallies , according to their refpeCtive 
rates , with a due proportion of foldiers and 
. failors. The former are generally heavy-armed, 
for they endeavour to come to boarding as 
loon as poffible, and by engaging hand to hand, 
bring it as near as is practicable to a land-fight. 
The failors are made up of mariners , who 
manage the fails and tackling, and rowers; 
both compofed of citizens , contrary to the 
praClice in other countries , where the latter 
are always Haves. Amongfi the Athenians they 
divide them into three orders ; thofe in the 
uppermoft benches are called Thranitai , thofe 
in the middle Zeugitai , thofe in the lower 
Thalamitai. The firft have the largeft pay ; 
fince by the difiance of the water, and length 
of their oars, they undergo more fatigue and 
danger than the others. The officers on board 
a fleet, belides the admiral and his lieutenants, 
are the Trierarchs or captains of fhips, who 
have under them the mafter or pilot, the Ke- 
leuftes or boatfvvain , who direCts and places 
the rowers, and the Logifles or purfer, befides 
other fubalterns. 

Having thus fubmitted to thy cenfure an 
imperfeCt eflay on the Grecian taClics, permit 
me, illuftrious minifter, to impart my thoughts 

76 This was afterwards done by Demosthenes. See 
the oration Trept TEmtyctvx. wherein both the laws are 
inferted. 

with 
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with boldnefs on a fcheme which has often 
occurred to me. Since our royal matter has feen 
pe ace in his days , he has done , a great deal 
towards healing the Ioffes, and reftoring the 
honor of the empire. But might he not put 
the finifhing firoke to fo glorious a work , by 
allowing penlions out of his treafury to any 
able officers and engineers, who would travel 
over Greece , and ftudy the art of war, which 
begins to arrive at a degree of perfection and 
refinement unknown to former ages? Some 
might in difguife take plans of the principal 
cities , inquire into the ftrength of each ftate, 
furvey the fituation of the country, and find 
out the proper places for encampments, fur- 
prife, or difembarkation. Others fhould inlift 
in the troops which now contefi the dominion 
of Greece , endeavour to gain* the efteem of 
the generals , and be prefent at and take a 
journal of every aCtion. When they return 
home , the king might reward them propor- 
tioriably to the diligence of their inquiries, and 
the importance of their remarks. They fhould 
then be difperfed over the provinces , to dif- 
cipline the troops, and fortify thofe cities and 
puffes which are efteemed the keys of the em- 
pire. I'know it is fufficient to mention this 
projed to thee, potent Satrap; nor need I 
enlarge upon the increafe of real ftrength to 
Perfia, of reputation to her arms, of glory to 
our prefent monarch* * and of luftre to the 
minifiry of Megabyzus , which would be the 
infallible confequences of it* Farewel. 
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letter LX I. 

SmERDIS to CLEANDEn. 

Ph e more I confider human nature , the 
more I find it unable to bear the agitations of 
love, grief, or indignation in lilence, or under 
the cover of tranquillity and cheerlulnefs. In 
fuch circumftances the affections will force their 
way ] we pjutt vent our groans to the rocks , 
and pour out our complaints to the fenfelefs 
and inanimate part of the creation, if we are 
afraid to intrult them with the rational and 
thofe of our own fpecies. Men ol narrow 
minds, who have wanted generofity enough 
to gain a friend,, or of fickle minds, who have 
wanted fedatenefs' enough to fix one , mutt 
frequently have recourfe to 1‘oliloquies in re- 
tirement , when totted to and fro by the hur- 
ricane of paffion. But for my own part , I 
thank the gracious Oromasdes, that he has 
given me a warmth of temper, as well as ftiength 
of underftanding , fufficient to make me zealous- 
in cultivating a ftri6t correfpondence with the 
wife and faithful Oleander , in vyhofe bofom 
I may depofit every undifguifed thought and 
difquieting apprehenfion. Let me open myfelf 
to thee without referve on the ttate of the 
Ba6trian fchools , and the indolence of our 
order. It will not furprife thee that I blame 
their faults ; for thou art too well acquainted 
with my integrity, to imagine me capable 
of approving thole corruptions , which the 
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fangwine would pronounce it my duty to pal- 
liate , and the cautious would think it my 
in te reft to maintain. 

Our mighty prophet Zoroaster received 
nurnberlefs favors from the great Darius, in 
whofe memorable reign he appeared. The 
erudition and fandity of the order, which he 
reformed , occafioned the bountiful encourage- 
ments and large revenues, which were be- 
llowed on us by the monarchs who fucceeded 
him. They thought our attention to rectify 
the religious notions, and improve the reafons 
of our followers , qualified us to inftru# the 
youth of the empire in philofophical fpecula- 
tions: they thought the reclufenefs of our con- 
dition and the purity of our lives enabled us 
to curb their appetites, and refine their practice. 
In our hands therefore the heirs of noble 
families and the hopes of the kingdom were 
placed. 

By this means they conceived , that, not- 
withstanding the alterations in our government 
and manners , the lofs of the ancient Schools 
would be repaired , Simplicity pre Served in 
thofe who are Surrounded with Superfluities, 
and continence amidft every incitement to 
tranfgrefs. I need not enlarge on thefe mifr 
takes , which are obvious , and , however ab- 
furd in themfelves , are too ferious in their 
oonfequences to be ridiculed. 

Alas I the ignorance of the world, in which 
we are generally brought up, and which has 
prepofteroufly raifed our reputation , both as 
©bfervers and teachers of morality, introduces 
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more faults amongft us than it faves us from? 
and inftead of fubduing or extinguilhing the 
paffions , it only cuts out another channel for 
them. Though our defire of reputation be 
checked, and our vanity conftrained to a6t in 
a narrow fphere , we give a loofe to pride , 
and look down on the ufeful part of fociety 
with an infolent fcorn. Though we have few 
opportunities of lhowingour obfiinacy in a$ion, 
yet we are ftrangely tenacious of opinions; and 
though we are clear of thofe vices which arife 
from promifcuous converfation , we fall into 

the low habits that attend a want of it. 

Believe me, my Ephefian friend, there is no 
error which carries lefs the appearance of truth, 
at the fame time that there is none more de- 
firucSive of magnanimity, than this, that “ not 
u to have met w 7 ith temptation, is to have ac- 
u quired virtue. ” But if it was the intention 
of Providence, that virtue fhould be the effe<S 
of good fenfe and experience united, it is then 
incumbent upon us , who are to educate a 
nation, to have known the World, and ftruggled 
with its infinuating allurements. What though 
we be guilty of miltakes at firft fetting out, 
neither ourfelves nor* our neighbours fhould 
defpair of us ; we muft purfue our journey , 
take care to be informed better of the right 
track ; and after having followed it , our advice 
to the ypung adventurers in life will be re- 
ceived with more reverence , when it proceeds 
from a fobriety not natural and phlegmatic 
but painfully and dangeroufly acquired. Such 
mexi would b« far advanced in the way to 
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perfe&ion; for though to learn wifdom from 
the fufferings of others be the higheft point of 
it , yet it requires no fmall fhare of under- 
Handing to take warning , and to give it , in . 
consequence of our own. Such men might be 
faid in truth to have the government of their 
paflions , might be efteemed mafters in the art 
of education ; and having tried what the world 
is, would be fit inftru&ors for thofe who are 
to live in it. It were to be wifhed therefore, 
that while fome of us are employed in con- 
templating and explaining the divine volume 
of Zerdusht , others fhould be employed in 
the public fervice, in travelling abroad, and 
enriching themfelves with the fruits of their 
inquiries into men and things; and that all of 
us , at a certain age , in recompence for the 
fupport we had received from the colleges of 
Balch , fhould be recalled , and obliged to 
fpend the reft of our days in forming the youth 
of Perfia. We might then hope to fee the infti- 
. tution of this place much amended. Inftead of 
teaching chicanery , evafion, and pofitivenefs 
in our fchools , the found principles of policy 
and juftice would be fet forth : inftead of a 
fcrupulous attachment to forms enforced by 
the terror of an unmanly difcipline, we fhould 
behold a general regard to good breeding , 
candor , and philofophy , arifing from an 
inward regulation of temper and a well- 
turned mind. No man would enjoy the penfion 
defigned for the diligent , who was not fome- 
how or other interefted in the great work; 
and it might be found poffible, however it 
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inay feem otherwife at prefent, for the oldcft 
and molt venerable of our order to converfe 
with their difciples , and not betray themfelves 
/ into the extreme of an unmeaning dignity, or 
a low familiarity. Thus conduced and im- 
proved in the opening of life, the youth would 
no longer laugh at our fage counfels with the 
giddinefs of children, nor difdain to obey our 
laws with the ftubbornnefs of men ; and the 
Magi themfelves would think they ill deferved 
the emoluments they receive , or ill anfwered 
the end of their founder , if they w ere regular 
in no good thing but their oraifons to the riling 
or declining Mithras. 


LETTER L X 1 1. 

Cleander to Gobryrs. From Athens. 

T h e fourth campaign of this war t is opened 
with fymptoms not very favorable to the Athe- 
nians. Early in the fpring they received the 
unexpected news that Sitalces had fworn to 
a feparate peace with Macedon , his troops 
had been repulfed at the attack of IOuropus, 
worfted in fome fkirmilhes with Perdiccas* 
cavalry, and began to want provifions , and 
fuffer from the inclerffency of the weather. 
But what gavfe him molt unealinefs was the 
delay of the Athenian fuccours, (for the re- 
public was afraid of fending their fhips fo far 
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from home,) and the intelligence he had, that 
the people of Theflaly , alarmed at his ambi- 
tions views, were talking arms in the South, 
and fome of his neighbours in Thrace, from . 
the fame motive, forming leagues againlt him 
in the North. Thefe at leaft are the reafons, 
and not unplauiible ones, by which he palliated 
his conduct to the Athenian ambalfadors; but 
the truth of the matter is, as I privately learn, 
that the artful Perdiccas had gained over 
Seuthes, a near relation, and principal coun- 
fellor to Sitalces, with the promife of marry- 
ing him to Stratonica his lifter, and giving 
her a vaft portion , if he could bring about 
an accommodation. And fuch (it feems) is 
the influence of this minifier, that in eight 
days time he prevailed with his m alter to 
abandon the poor Amyntas , as well as his 
own claims, and return home. It is added, 
that the king of Macedon , refolved not to 
difappoint his benefactor, is making prepara- 
tions at Pella for the nuptials of Stratonica. 
and Seuthes. 

Three exprefles have arrived here within 
thefe few days from the magiftrates of Tenedos 
and the inhabitants of Methymna , which 
brought advice, that all the cities of Lelbos 
had entered into a confederacy to lhake off 
their dependance upon Athens ; that their ma- 
gazines were furnifhed with corn, and their 
garrifons with archers from the Pontus Euxinus; 
and that the preparations for an open revolt 
•were fo far advanced , that unlefs the Athe- 
nians ufed the utmolt vigor and difpatch in 
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quelling thefe commotions, the ifland would 
be. loft. Private intelligence is like wife come 
from fome friends in Mitylene , the capital of 
Lefbos , that the leading men amongft the re- 
volters have determined to fend deputies to 
Lacedaemon , to defire that they may be ad- 
mitted into the Peloponnefian league. This 
news has fenfibly touched the Athenians; the 
mofi penetrating amongft them apprehend very 
bad confequences frqm thefe Lelbian troubles. 
They look upon this revolt as giving the fignal 
to the other tributary iflands , to withdraw 
their fupplies of lhips and money, and either 
fiand abfolutely neuter in the prefent diffen- 
fions of Greece, or throw themfelves under 
the protection of Lacedaemon or the Great King. 
They very well know , that their allies obey 
them more through fear than affection ; that 
the abfolute authority; which for many years 
they have exercifed over them, has produced 
difeontents, which want nothing but a fit oc- 
cafion to break out into an open flame. They 
reafon further, what can Athens do, when 
the is left alone to fiand her ground againft fo 
many potent enemies , who pretend to have 
no other caufe for taking up arms, but to keep 
the balance even, and to preferve themfelves 
from the infults and afl’uming fpirit of the 
Athenians ? Her treafures muft foon be ex- 
haufted, when the chief fources of them (arifing 
from the contributions of the allies) are either 
loft to her, or turned againft her. The in- 
habitants of a fingle city can never fuffice to 
man annual fleets , or recruit large armies , 
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particularly when that city has been conlider- 
ably weakened by a cruel plague ; much lefs 
will they be able to bear up againlt the lollies 
and misfortunes , which are the ordinary at- 
tendants of war. What are we to expert from 
the other iflands , when one , that has been 
the moft favored and diftinguiihed , is the firft 
to rife in arms againft us ? Thefe are the re- 
flections I meet with in the porticos, where the 
Athenians meet to talk over the bufinefs of the 
day, and to inquire of each other what news 
is liirring. To add to their difira&ions , the 
Peloponnelian army is encamped in the terri- 
tories of Attica, and tkirmilhes often happen 
between their detachments and the garrifon 
of the city. However, to preferve that refo- 
lution and add refs , which they have hitherto 
ihown , they work day and night at the Pi- 
reus to equip a fleet of forty gallies , the com- 
mand of which is given to Clippides, who 
has already received fecret inftrucftions from 
tlie fenate , the contents of which , as I am 
informed , are , that “ he mult fail with the 
“ fquadron under his command to the port of 
“ Mitylene, and endeavour to furprife the in- 
“ habitants at a fealt , which they celebrate 
“ every year to Apollo, without the walls of 
u the city. If he finds that folemnity palt, or 
u the Mitylenians prepared for his reception, 
“ he is to demand of them to deliver up their 
“ Ihips , and demolifh the fortifications which 
“ they have lately raifed. In cafe of refufal, 
“ he is ordered to declare war againft them , 
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“ and to keep the port blocked up, till further 
u reinforceni.ent arrives , from Athens/’ The 
ton gallics, which the Lefbians, by virtue of 
their treaty with Athens, are obliged to join 
to their fleet now lying atPhalera, are feized, * 
and the officers and mariners thrown into 
prifon. 

I had written thus far, w'hen accidentally 
hearing a noife in the ftreet , I had the cu- 
riofity to inquire the occalion of it, and was 
told , that a captain of a trireme ftationed in 
the Pireus had Hopped a veflel pretended to 
be bound for Ephefus , fecured the packets 
found on board , and put the men under arreft 
bv order of the Polemarchus. Struck with the 

J 

thought that I had committed a parcel , ad- 
drefled to my brother Hippias , in which were 
enclofed di {patches to thy fell’ and fome Perfian 
friends ', to the care of the malter of this veflel, 
a thoufand doubts and apprehenfions crowded 
at once into my mind. Recolle6ting that I had 
no time to lofe , I run dowm to the Pireus, 
and found the captain preparing to carry his 
packets to the Prvtanes. As I had luckily 
fome acquaintance with him , 1 took him alide, 
and told him , that he probably had a packet 
of mine in his hands, which contained mer- 
cantile bufinefs of great confequence to my 
brother, which if expofed to the eyes of the 
magiftrates, with fome of whom he had dealings 
in the way of trade, xnuft be highly detrimental 
to his traffic here. I therefore defired him to 
reftore meihat packet. He remonftrated to me. 
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that his orders w'ere exprefs to bring all the 
papers he found in the veficl. I allured him 
that upon demand of the magiftrates it fhould 
be produced. My earneft entreaties, fupported 
by tlie more weighty eloquence of a talent, 
which I put into his hand, prevailed with him 
at laft to refiore it to me. I went home, and 
upon the fpot made up a parcel , containing 
nothing but letters from me to Hippias on our 
private concerns, which exactly refembled the 
former in lize and figure. I had fcarce put in 
execution this neceflary artifice, when an officer 
brought me a fummons from the Prytanes to 
appear directly before them. 1 went with an 
honeft confidence , and found thofe magiftrates 
in deep confutation. Dymas the trierarch 
vouched, that the packet I delivered in to 
them was the fame he had feized. The papers 
were looked into, fome few general queftions 
put to me , and after an hours attendance I 
was difmifiTed. The Epiftata , or prefident , 
declared to me that they were fatisfied; that I 
had not been examined upon any particular 
fufpicion , but that nothing might be omitted 
in fo diftempered a time , which any way 
tended to fecure the tranquillity of the flate. 
He gravely exhorted me to be difcreet in my 
correfpondencies, and prudent in my behaviour. 

I am fince informed by a friend among the 
Prytanes , that the fliip was flopped becaufe • 
they had difcovered, that inftead of going for 
Ephefus, the mafter was bribed to change his 
courfe, and make for Lefbos. They have found 


Digitized by Google 


3o6 ATHENIAN 

advices from one Agnon , an hoft of the Mi- 
tylenians, relating to the preparations going for- 
ward here. This Agnon is actually imprifoned, 
and will foon be put to death for his trea- 
sonable practices. 

Having thus happily efcaped fo unexpected 
a danger, I fhall fet forward in a few days for 
the Olympic games , which are to be cele- 
brated this year with the ufual magnificence. 
The permillion, which thy laft difpatch brought 
me from our royal matter , to furvey fome 
parts of Greece , has invited me to undertake 
fo agreeable a journey; and the large remit- 
tance, which I received lately from Teribazus, 
enables me to perform it with convenience. 

I profirate my head in the duft , potent 
Satrap , for the favors heaped upon me. May 
the great Oromasdes continue to thed his heal- 
ing influence upon the throne of Gyrus and 
the whole empire of Perfia , averting from 
both (as he hath lately done by difcovering 
the perfidy of Sacas) the malign efforts of 
the accurfed Arimanius ! Farewel. 

P. 
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LETTER L X 1 I I. 

Smerdis to Cleander. 

I complained of a relaxation of difcipline 
amongft the Magi 77 ; and though not without 
reafon , yet it would be injurious to impute 
it wholly to them ; perhaps a general cor- 
cuption may be too Itrong for their belt efforts 
to reftrain. The children of the great are com- 
mitted to their care much later than formerly; 
they bring with them an high opinion of their 
rank, a confidence in their paternal fortunes, 
and an eagernefs for pleafures , of which they 
have had an early talte. They aflociate only 
one with another, and feek partners in volup- 
tuoufnefs rather than the advantages of wife 
converfation , which would be attended with 
reftraint ; for excellent inltru6lion is ftill to be 
had amongft the Magi , by thofe who want not 
indultry and an ingenuous difpolition : witnefs 
the young Orsames, who owns himfelf in- 
debted to our fchools for thofe qualities which 
adorn him , and promife fuch fruits to his 
country. But obferve, Cleander, the prudent 
fteps taken by the Satraps and the wealthy, 
who have entertained unfavorable opinions of 
a Perfian education; they fend their children 
abroad , and take no further concern about 
their condu# than that it may not be feen by 
them. The young Perfian is fet out with a 
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fplendid retinue ; has his recommendations 
from Susa, and wherever he goes is received 
as a Satrap; he is honored in our provinces, 
and gazed at in foreign Itates ; his mind is 
elevated above his rank, be it what it will, 
and his improvements feldom qualify him for 
any. He probably impairs his fortunes , and 
upon his return, has a mind much railed above 
the thoughts of ceconomy ; or if he fubmits to 
it, it is in a wrong place. . The expenfes of 
equipage and volupluoufnefs are become ne- 
ceffiiry and indifpenfible : he therefore grows 
parlimonious to thofe who have juft claims 
upon him; he opprelles his dependants, and 
fparingly rewards the countryman, the guardian 
of his wealth. Nor is this to be wondered at; 
the young traveller fets out with a mind not 
yet confirmed in any principles , and at an age 
ftrongly biaffed to pleafure. He therefore molt 
naturally falls in with the corruptions of every 
country, both in principles and pradlice; for as he 
is difpofed to gratify his affetftions, he readily 
admits fuch fentiments as favor them. It is 
generally thought the bufinefs of a traveller 
to fele# for the benefit of his country what 
appears to him to make up the molt perfe<£ 
polity ; and from his experience of men , to 
become himfelf an exemplary , wife, and good 
citizen. But our young traveller takes a pleafure 
in reciting the imperfections he has obferved 
in government , manners , and religion ; he 
dwells much on the fuperftitions ol ^Egypt, 
the bigotry of the people , and the craft of the 
prielts ; and intimates , that he has much 
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improved his fagacity in regard to the worfliip 
of his own country. He is jult Rich an ob- 
ferver in morals; for it' he has made the tour 
of Greece , he allures you , that the rule of 
right and wrong, (he ground of all juflice, l'o 
much inGlted on by our anceftors , is not lo 
indelibly imprinted by nature as has been 
imagined; that an ancient and flourilhing Gate 
has fublilted without the cultivation of it; 
though probably he takes this upon hearfay, for 
our youth feldom come nearer to Sparta than 
a neighbouring ifle -78 ; much better fuited to 
the delicacy of their lives. What can be the 
reafon of this , but that they think their prac- 
tice juftified by thel’e great authorities ? Why 
elle do we hear little more of Athens , than 
its fports and gaiety ? of Sardis, than its gam- 
ing? and of Babylon, than its obfeene hofpi- 
lality ? I allure thee , Ceeander , I have 
known fome of our youth , after a toilfome 
palTage acrofs Arabia and the fea into Upper 
./Egypt*, upon hearing the l'eltival rites at Cy- 
prus were coining on, take a light velfel, and 
with all the expedition of oars and fail fvvim 
down the Nile , and content themfejlves with 
fo tranfitory a view of the great cities and 
monuments of that ancient kingdom. When 
they reached the ports of Cvprus, which ex- 
tends its arms into the fea, and enclofes valt 
fleets in its bofom, they fpent little reflexion 
on its fiupendous moles and its conveniences 
for lading. They heard, that the temple of 
k - * 

78 Cythera, the ifland of Venus. 
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the Grecian goddefs was open ; that a choir of 
an hundred youths , and as many beautiful 
virgins , had ali*eady begun the folemn ode ; 
they perfumed themfelves with rich oils, and 
crowned with gai’lands, haltened to mix in 
the idolatrous rites , habited like lhepherds of 
Arcadia ; for all appear in difguife on this 
occafion , that they may rot be under the ref- 
traint of fhame , which ill becomes the votaries 
of fo impure a deity. 

Tender minds , Cleander , are ready for 
all impreffions ; therefore it is not proper they 
Ihould be withdrawn from wife and virtuous 
patterns, till they have gained an intimate ac- 
quaintance with virtue, and are able to combat 
the temptations of vice and folly. The foul is 
long in its infancy; the body comes much earlier 
to maturity : young men therefore (as the 
wives of the Magi are confined to the molt 
beauteous objects of fight , and hear nothing 
but harmony , that no ill impreflion may de- 
face their offspring , w'hich is to be dedicated 
to the holy fervice of the temple) Ihould be 
accuftomed to no ideas that may pollute the 
foul , the. purity of which is an offering molt 
delightful to Oromasdes. 

It is at too great a hazard they go in queft 
of what is worthy their imitation in ./Egypt 
or Greece ; for that much may be found fo 
by a prudent inquirer , I will not deny.; 
wifdom is not confined to one climate , it 
Ihoots out in fome fhape every where ; at 
Athens it is wife policy, tender regard for the 
community , and every art that is properly 

humane ; 
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humane; at Lacedaemon it is public liberty, 
maintained by auftere difcipline, and an ignor- 
ance of every enervating pleafure ; in ASgypt 
it is piety to the gods, and a veneration for all 
things facred. It once appeared under all 
thefe denominations in Perlia : alas ! that we 
can now find it only in our hifiories ! 

Perhaps after all, Oleander, thou wilt 
fay , what need all this precaution in favor of 
virtue ? and why fhould our youth be pre- 
judiced in her behalf, who is reprefented fa 
amiable as to ftrike her beholders with ad- 
miration , and force our efteem? It is becaufe 
virtue , though more amiable , is not fo ob- 
vious ; fhe ufeth little art to recommend herfelf ; 
like a chalte virgin, fhe muft be fought after 
and fued for: vice, like a proftitute, always 
prefents herfelf, is officious , importunate , and 
mfnaring. Orsames is acquainted with this ; 
he traverfes the diftant regions of ihe earth, not 
to gratify the idle curiofity of fight , or adorn 
the palace of his Perfian anceftors with the arts 
of Greece, but to complete the furniture of his 
mind, to fit it for the abode of Oromasdes, 
who deigns to dwell with the good : in awe 
of whole prefence the wicked Ahriman will 
fly from us, as the fhades of night difperfe at 
the approach of Mithras, to diftaitt countries, 
and the deep caverns of t^ie earth, v ' 
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Oleander to Hydaspes. From Athens. 

f _L ' h i s is the laft letter , which I fhall write * 
to thee from Athens in fome months. I fet out 
to-morrow on an expedition to the Olympic 
games, and promife myfelf, that the magni- 
ficence and order , with which they are cele- 
brated , the great confluence of Greeks, .who 
repair from all parts to Olympia , the variety 
of countries and noble cities I fhall pafs through 
in my road , and efpecially the agreeable fet 
of friends who accompany me , will more than 
arifwer the ideas of pleat ure and improvement 
which I propofe to myfelf from the journey. 
Thou wilt, . I believe, think that I have made 
a very happy mixture of acquaintance , when 
I let thee into the characters of my fellow-tra- 
vellers. My patron Philemon , as well upon 
account of his age as his merits , flxould be 
mentioned firft. This worthy Athenian ever 
fince my refiding here has treated me with 
particular regard : to him I am indebted for 
the friendfhip I have made with thofe .who 
are moft diftinguilhed in Athens for their vir- 
tues and abilities; to him I owe the little 
knowledge I have acquired of the conltitu- 
tion of the republic, and the manners of a 
people the moft contradictory and various in 
their difpofitions of all others. Philemon has 
palled through the moft conftderable offices in 
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the ftate. He was, when very young, captain 
of a trireme at the battle of Salamis , and 
narrowly milled taking the famous Queen Ar- 
temisia , who efcaped him by a very extra- 
ordinary firatdgem. He has been fince overfeer 
of the fortifications , archon , one of the five 
hundred , and is now a member of the Areo^- 
pagus. In all thefe employments an unble- 
milhed integrity , and an exa<$t difcharge of his 
duty , have recommended him to his coun- 
trymen as one of their molt deferving citizens. 
He has frequently oppofed tfie meafures both 
ofCiMON and Pericles; but it was in fucli a 
manner, that you fa w, though he condemned 
the faults , he fpared the men ; and that his 
oppolition proceeded not from ambition or ca- 
price , but from an honelt zeal for the public 
welfare. He is always well heard in the af- 
feinblies of the people , not from the art or 
eloquence of his orations , or a command of 
words , that rather overpowers than convinces 
the reafon ; but becaufe he fpeaks to the pur- 
pofe , and with an air and gelture , that fliows 
he does not mean to impofe upon his hearers, 
unlefs he is firft deceived himfelf. Another 
quality , which diltinguilhes my friend , is a 
lingular humanity: his door is open to every 
poor citizen , and his table, prepared with a 
frugal hofpitality to receive any Itranger, who 
comes recommended either by his own deferts, 
or the requelt of a common friend. There is 
not a greater telt of his benevolent temper , 
than that though he is an old man , he can 
encourage the mirth, and bear with the levities 
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of the young ; nor a fironger infiance of hi* 
good breeding, than that he does not abound 
in the narrative faculty of years , and is rather 
forward to promote the converfation of others* 
than to aflume an air of fuperiority , by ob- 
liging them to lifien to his. This is an im- 
perfect fketch of Philemon’s character: I pafs 
next to that of my other companions. 

Clinias is descended from one of the nobleft 
families in Athens ; and though both his rank 
and abilities entitle him to a confiderable fhare 
in the government of his count ry, he devotes 
himfelf almofi wholly to the improvement of 
fcience. He is an univerfal patron of arts; 
the philofopher, , the poet, the painter, the 
hiftorian, and the fculptor find alike the effeCts 
of his liberality. He is not contented to be 
an admirer of learning , he is likewife an ex- 
cellent judge of it. 1 have feen him hold an 
argument with the fophifi Corgi as, and heard 
him difpute the dodrine of the foul’s pre- 
exifience with Socrates. Zeuxis fubmits his 
molt finifhed pi&ure to his cenfure, and Phi- 
dias would alter the drapery or attitude of a 
ftatue upon his advice. His table is frequented 
by all the learned in Athens ; he abounds 
himfelf in the moll elegant difcourfe, and has 
a peculiar art of fetting the talents of others 
in the beft light , and throwing fomething in. 
their way , that may give them an opportunity 
to difiinguifh themfelves. The two affairs, in 
which he molt interefied- himfelf, were the 
accufation brought againft Phidias for defraud- 
ing the public in the gold employed about the 
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fitftue of Minerva , and the charge againft 
Anaxagoras for impiety : but neither his in- 
terelt nor his eloquence, though fiipported by 
Pericles, could fave the artilt from prifon, or 
the philofopher from banifhment 

Philocles is a young man , who give» early 
marks of being a good officer. He has been 
employed in the fervice in Thrace, and behaved 
with lo much gallantry at the fiege of Potidaea, 
that the generals fent him to Athens with the 
news of its being taken. He ferved lalt fujn- 
mer in Phormio’s fleet, and was recommended 
by him to the people to be made a trierarch 
in thefquadron which is ready to fail to Lefbos; 
but Cleon had interelt enough to difappoint 
him , for the fake of one Battylus , a buffoon 
«and a Lutanift. Philocles however is not 
difcou, raged from purfuing a military life, but 
hopes for better fuccefs at the next equipment. 
In the mean time he defigns to put in for the 
prize of the chariot- courfe at the Olympic 
games. ■ • • ; * * 

To complete our party, we have Chlorus 
of the tribe of Pandion, a young man of wit 
and politenefs , but of a character fomething v 
lingular : though he has a fund of good fenfe, 
he has one weaknefs , of affe<fting a general 
acquaintance amonglt the rich and the powerful. 
You generally fee him at fome great man's elbow 
at the theatre , and he is very bufy in laying 
the cufhion for him. He boalts to this day of 
a letter he received from Pericles , to thank 
him for a prefect of olives, and was extremely 
furprifed at not hearing from his good friend 
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Phormio all the laft campaign. . He is well 
fldlled in the genealogy of the Athenian fami- 
lies , and has promifed\we fhall be fupplied 
with the belt intelligence from Athens during 
our ab fence.: : 

. . I £>leafe myfelf with reflecting on the dif- 
ferent views which my companions and myfelf 
propofe frpm this journey. * The humane Phi- 
lemon is willing to be prefent at a ceremony, 
which he - thinks tends to inculcate a refpeCfc 
for the gods , and to remind the different 
people which inhabit Greece of the ties, which 
ought to unite thofe who enjoy one common 
name, .country, and religion. ; Clin i as is 
pleafed with the thoughts of extending ‘his 
acquaintance amongft the learned and ingenious. 
Philocles flatters himfelf with fuccefs in a 
contelt, that gives a luftre to the vi&pr s name 
for his whole life. Chlorus would lie known 
to every one who difplays a fplendid equipage 
at Olympia. For my own part, all that 1 aim 
at is , to approve myfelf a faithful fervant to 
Artaxerxes , and no ufelefs minilter to Perlia. 
Adieu, r i ' ' ' 
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LETTER L X V. 

Orsames to Cleander. From Heliopolis. 

A s the priefts of zEgypt are the mod con- 
fid erable part of the body politic, and hold the 
chief rank and pre-eminence among the people, 
thou wilt be curious to know what are the dif- 
ferent orders into which they are diltinguifhed. 
And as thefe feveral orders are more hr idly kept 
up according to the ancient eltablilhment in 
the college of Heliopolis than in other places, 
I will endeavour to fatisfy thy curiolity. To 
diltinguifh 79 them according to the different 
ranks they appear in upon public proceffions 
and folenmities , I may mention firlt after the 
inferior degrees, the chief of the mulic-band, 
who always carries fome mufical inflrument, 
as an enlign of his office ; and in his cultody 
are two of the books of Hermes, one contain- 
ing hymns in honor of the gods, the other 
rules and precepts for the condud of their 
kings. Next after this officer is the diviner, 
who carries an horofcope and a palm-branch, 
the fymbols of altrology; and he is required 
to be thoroughly learned in four of the books 
of Hermes , that treat of that fcience ; one , of 
the order and arrangement of the fixed liars; 
a fecond , of the phafes of the moon and her 

* r ' • * • J _ ( 

79 Clemens Alexanbk. Stromal, lib. vi t : 
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conjunctions with the fun; the other two, of 
the phenomena of their riling. After him 
conies next in order the facred fcribe. He 
w ears wings fattened to his rnitra, and carries 
a hook with a rule , in which is ink , and a 
reed to write with. His province lies in the 
hieroglyphical knowledge , and he mutt be 
ikilled in tbofe books that treat of the doc- 
trine of the globe , geography , the courfes of 
the fun and moon , and of the five planets ; 
he mutt know accurately the jpofition of the 
feveral parts of iEgypt, the nature of the Nile* 
the lands and difiridls appropriated to the priefis* 
the exa<t meafure and dirnenfions of them, with 
the ufes and fymbolical applications of all the 
facred infiruments. I may reckon next alter 
him the matter of the facred wardrobe, who 
carries. the* rod of juttice before the prophet, 
and a cup for libations.', He is thoroughly 
verfed in all the. infiitutes of the ^Egyptian difr 
cipline, and all the rites of facrifice ; and there, 
are ten kinds of fervice performed in, honor 
to the gods, under which the whole, of the 
^Egyptian religion may be comprehended: the 
chief are- facrifices , * offerings of firtt-fruits J; 
hymns* prayers, proceffions, and public fef- 
tivals. nLaft goes the prophet* followed by 
thofe who carry the bread of diftribution % and 
he is the head and fupreme over all. To him 
it belongs to interpret the laws of Hermes ; 
and . he not only prefides , in all matters, of 
religion, but, according to the ancient con- 
fiitution, holds a fupreme judicature in all 
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caufes without any further appeal , as chief 80 
of that high tribunal of thirty 81 , which was 
compofed of ten from each of the three prin- 
cipal cities, Thebes, Memphis, and Heliopolis. 
And though his power be limited, lince Aigypt 
became fubject to Perfia, yet his decifions are 
fiill held infallible among the -/Egyptians; as 
a token of which he wears a faphire 82 , with 
the image or emblem of truth hung by a golden 
chain about his neck. The prieits in general 
are habited in linen 83 , from a conceit that 
woollen garments would defile them. But the 
prophet likewife hath his head lhaven , and 
wears on his feet flippers of the bark of the 
palm-tree, and carries at his brealt a water- 
jar, wrapt in the folds of his garment 84 . The 
prophet is charged with the dillribution of 
their revenues. To him belong the ten fdfcer- 
dotal books. In thofe books are contained 
the laws, the do&rines of their mythology t 
and whatever relates to the difcipline of the 

P rieits. Thefe are the chief diftin&ions among 
the prxefts of ./Egypt , or profeflors of the 
Hermaic, doctrines. And .there are upon the 
whole two-and-forty books of Hermes abfo- 
lutely neceflary to the literati of ./Egypt ; 
thirty-fix of which number , containing all 
the philofophy , belong to the forementioned 
orders; the remaining fix, which are phyfical, 


80 Aelian. Var. Hiller. lih. xiv. c. 34. 

81 Dion. Sicul. lib. i. 

82 A Elian, ibid. Diod. Sic ibid. 

88 Herod, lib. ii. c. 37. 

84 Apul. Meiam. lib. ii 
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to thePaftophori , and they treat of the parts 
and ftructure of an human body, of difeal'es,' 
of inftruments , of medicaments , about the 
eyes, and laftly of women. To the foremen- 
tioned orders may the whole priefihood of 
./Egypt be referred in their different ranks and 
degrees. But the Paftophori and Neocori, or 
facred JEdiles , are of a much inferior rank,- 
and to be reckoned among the fubminiftrant 
orders, and the purifications required of them 
are much lefs tedious and painful 8 5. This 
then is that body of men ft) famous throughout 
the world , upon whom the original conftitu- 
tion of their country did entirely depend. Nor 
have they only governed that fiate in civil and 
religious matters, prefcribing rules to princes, 
and exercifing an abfolute jurifdiction over the 
«6fi8ns, and I had almoft faid opinions, of 
their own people ; but have fpread their in- 
fluence abroad , and been in league with the 
law-givers of every later ftate. The grand 
policy of their religious initiations may be 
thought to have greatly promoted their defigns, 
by means of which they could preferve a eor- 
refpondence in diftant countries, and be in- 
formed of whatever was for their purpofe to 
know of the fecrets , not only of ftates , but 

!' ■ : . ' 1 • :M *: ' >1- • , j 

, 8:? Chaeremon apud Porjhtr. de Abftinent. lib. iv. $ 8. 
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of private perfons; thereby the more effe&ually 
to deceive and furprife thofe who reforted to 
them. And though they are lefs confiderable 
now than they were formerly, 


a myiterious fecrecy. There is no fet of men 
feem more to afi'e# a reclufe and contemplative 
life, or to live more abfira<3ed from all Secular 
cares and concernments. They affect a fingular 
precifenefs in all their adions , a flownefs in 
their fteps and motions, much gravity in their 
mien and habits with .a fettled countenance , 
that feldom or ever is changed by fmiles 
The night they dedicate to the observation of 
the heavenly bodies, to certain ceremonies of 
purification , which they perform at- ftated 
hours ; the day to the'worfhip of^their gods, 
.whom they celebrate both at the fun-rifing, and 
at noon, and in the afternoon, and at the 
clofe of the evening. ^ The molt general fiudy 
that employs them at other times , is arithmetic 
and geometry , in • which fciences they are 
always laboring to make further difcoveries, 
and inveftigate new truths. * And to them it 
mult be confeffed the greateft improvements 
in thofe fciences have been owing. Neither 
is there any art, of which they do not arrogate 
to themfelves the firft invention. For the moft 
celebrated philofophers , poets, and law-givers 
of other nations are mentioned in the f acred 
regifters of- this college , " as having refided 
fometime among them, and- fubmitted to the 

86 Chae&emon apud Porphyr. lib. iv. § 6 . 


ftill keep up . the fame difguife 
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difcipline of their order. Of the raoft eminent 
they have taken care to preferve a fiatue or 
picture , performed in the talte of the age 
wherein each illuftrious perfon flourilhed. They 
have feveral uncouth figures with the names 
of Orpheus, Museus, and Melampus, engraven 
on the Hone; and a Daedalus , in the manner 
of his ftatues, faid to he his own work. Among 
the reft is the Spartan Lycurgus , and the 
Athenian Solon , Pythagoras of Samos , and 
the immortal Homer , who in his defcription 
of the infernal regions , which fable Orpheus 
introduced into the religious doctrines and 
myfteries of Greece, -plainly alludes to this 
place and the adjoining territories.. > 

I lhould obferve, that the priefis truft not 
their own^ memory to written regifters, any 
more than that of other famous men. At 
Thebes I was fhowna fingle pedigree 8r , which 
entirely filled a large temple , deduced from 
father to fan through more than 3oo genera-- 
tions , and every fucceflion in it reprefented 
by a colofs of wood drefled in the habit of the 
time when each Piromi, as they called them, 
or worthy, lived. To this pedigree not a few 
of the prefent race lay claim , and I think it 
is carried up to the fons of the Diofcuri. For 
as they boaft that their mythology, with all 
their learning , was received from the firft 
Thoth , or Mercury, they likewife celebrate 
with a particular reverence the memory of an 
ancient order , called the Cabiri , who were 
• • 

Herod. Euterp, 143, •• ; , , . - ./> ■ 
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his counfellors and fecretaries, and aflifted in 
eftablifhing that mythology, and the myfteries 
of a falfe religion , which from .Egypt and 
Phoenicia were propagated into Greece by them 
or their immediate defcendants. They were 
eight brethren , ions of Sydyc , a r contem- 
porary of Chron us, of whom Iosorthrus or 
Esculapius was one , and they were tlie fame 
with the Corybantes and the Diofcuri of the 
Greeks: and their worfhip with certain myfie-' 
ries was very early efiablifhed in Samothrace, 
Imbrus, and other ifles of the Egean fea. The 
Cabiri had a temple at Memphis 83 , which was 
inaccellible to any except the priefts. But Cam- 
bysrs, when he ravaged the other* temples of 
.Egypt, entered into* this, and fcoffing at their 
images , which were deformed like that of 
. Vulcan, fet fire to it. Mercury was the firft 
author of a celeftial fyftem of the world, and 
by him and the Cabiri the hero gods began 
firft to be confecrated into lidereal divinities; 
and the priefts fcruple not to declare, that they 
had the bodies of thofe gods embalmed and 
depolited among them 89 , and that they worfhip- 
ped the relics of their bodies here on earth, 
while their fouls fhone as ftars in heaven. Thus 
Osiris firft was worfhipped as the fun, though 
his relics- were confecrated in the myfteries 
of Isis; and his tomb fhown at Nyfa in Arabia. 
And though he be acknowledged as a divinity 
in his own name, yet the priefts intimate, that 

» % 

8 « Herod, lib. iii. c. 37. 
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he (till receives divine honors in the worfhip 
of that luminary , to which the famous temple 
df Heliopolis is dedicated. And indeed the 
name of Osiris (ignifies in their language a 
thing with many eyes 90 , with allufion to the 
fun , that darts its rays into every corner, and 
as it were, furveys the whole earth. * In the 
temple there is a throne of opal , which dazzles 
with an in exp reffible brightnefs when the 
rays (trike upon it. But there is no ftatue for 
the fun 91 ; and the priefis fay, they make no 
image for the fun and moon in their temples, 
becaufe every man fees them daily in the 
heavens. Yet in the proceffion that is made 
forconfulting the oracle of that god, a jointed 
ftatue of him is carried, which gives its anfwers 
by motions 92 . In this ceremony the priefts 
are attended by the principal perfons of the . 
country. They (have their heads , and obferve 
along continence before it begins. The pillars 
throughout the temple are of the Pyrite (tone, 
the roof of gold and ivory, but diverfified with 
inimitable art 9i . The doors are of filver 94 ; 
round the (ides are figured the twelve figns of 
the year, under the emblems of ^Egyptian deities. 
Within the precincts of this famous temple is 
a fiupendous obelilk dedicated to the fun by 

Ramesses , one of their ancient kings ,* or rather 

* • * 

90 Diod. Sic. lib. i. c. 

91 Lucian, de Dea Syria. 

9a Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. c. 23. 

Kircher, Obelifc. Pamphil. lib. i. c. 

94 Ovid. MeLun. defcript. regia; fobs. 
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intended for a monument to perpetuate his 
own honor. The height of it is ninety-nine 
feet , and each of the fides four cubits. Every 
fide is divided into three rows with hierogly- 
phical figures and infcriptions. Ramesses is 
entitled upon it, Lord of' the world, guardian 
of ALgypt , and conqueror of foreign nations , 
with many other glorious characters , that fet 
him forth as a perfon highly favored by the 
gods , and nearly related to them , as it was 
cuftomary from the earlieft times to flatter theic 
kings with a divine original. Cambyses, when 
he attacked this city, and had fet fire to the 
buildings , before it reached the obelilk, out 
of a particular veneration for that magnificent 
pile , ordered the flames to be extinguilhed. 
Adieu. 

L. 


LETTER L X V I. 
Cleander to Hydaspes. From Megara. 

As I imagined thy curiofity will be excited 
to know the particulars of our Olympic expe- 
dition , I fhall write a regular account of what 
occurs mofi remarkable during the courfe of 
it; and I defire thou wilt communicate a copy 
of this letter to the chief fcribe. 

In the morning, before we began our journey, 
Philemon, who ftricSly adheres, not only to 
the efTentials of religion , but to every point of 
; * 
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decency which an exa d obfervance of the ce^ 
Temonial part requires, invited us to partake 
in a facrifice to Mercury and Hecate, the 
gods protestors of travellers , at his houfe. 
When that was finilhed we fet out, and leaving 
the city at the weltern gate , foon l'truck into 
the road which leads to Eleulis. The country 
about Athens wears at prefent a very dis- 
agreeable afpeSt , from the frequent incurlions 
of the Peloponnelian army. The Demoi or vil- 
lages, the habitations of the tribes before they 
were united by Theseus, are molt of them 
in ruins; the lands lie uncultivated, and the 
laborers are difperfed. Philemon , as we 
palTed along, frequently deplored in tears the 
calamities of war, and fometimes pointed out 
to us, with a pious regard, a grove or fountain 
facred to fome local deity, or the fepulchre 
of an old hero , that invites travellers to hop, 
and pay a Ihort veneration. Th« traditions of 
the country relating to thefe ancient monuments, 
though they are interelting to a Grecian, whom 
they remind of fome religious inliitution , or 
remarkable fad in his own hiltory, would afford 
but little entertainment to a Itranger ; and 
therefore I Ihall’only mention fuch as are par- 
ticularly remarkable. On one fide of the way 
is a tomb ereded to the herald Antremocrtt us, 
killed (as the Athenians affirm) by the Me- 
gareans , to whom he was lent on an embafly 
jult before the breaking out of this war. A 
little further you meet with an altar to Ze- 
phyrus, and a rultic temple to Ceres, in me- 
mory of her wanderings in fearch of Proserpine. 

On 
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On the other fide of the river Cephiflus you 
may ohferve an altar to Jupiter the placable , 
where Theseus is faid to have expiated himfeif 
after the murder of the robber Sinis, his rela- 
tion. Eleufis is a fmall town , celebrated for 
the myfteries performed there to the honor 
of Ceres and Proserpine. As it is lawful for 
none but the initiated to enter into the temple 
and myftic cell , which they tell you i$ capable 
of holding as many people as a theatre, I can give 
no account of the infide. The front is fump- 
tuous , and adorned with a large portico of 
Doric pillars. The country people fhowed us 
.here the threfhing-floor of Triptolemus the 
fon of Ceres , and a field where the firft crop 
ever fown in Greece fprung up. In memory 
offo lignal an event, fome barley out of this 
very field is made into cakes , and ufed in the 
myfterious facrifices. The town itfelf receives 
its name from Eleusis,. the fon of Mercury 
and a fea nymph , and came into the Athenian 
poffeffion in the reign ot Erectheus, upon 
condition that the family of Eumolp us , then 

J iriefi of Ceres , fhould enjoy the privilege 
or ever of prefiding at the myfteries. After 
leaving Eleufis we loon entered the territory 
of Megara , which formerly belonged to the 
Athenians , but in the time of Codrus the Pe- 
loponnefians expelled them , and peopled Me- 
gara with a Corinthian colony. As one of the 
pretended caufes of the war is the fevere decree 
made at the motion ot Pericles againft the 
Megareans , which the Lacedaemonians de- 
manded to have repealed , the people of this 
1 . , 31 


322 


ATHENIAN 


place are extremely incenfed againft the Athe- 
nians, who in return have added a claufe to 
their generals' oath , that they lhall annually 
invade Megara. Notwithltanding this enmity 
between the two republics is carried to fo vail 
a height, we found a very hofpitable reception 
at the houfe of a friend of Clinias , and have 
fpent two days in furveying the temples, and 
other public ftrudures of the place. The city 
ltands on a hill , the ftreets are fpacious , and 
adorned with fome buildings of note. Not far 
from the gate where we entered, is a temple 
dedicated to Diana Sospita , or the Saviour, 
upon an extraordinary occafion. Whilft Mar-, 
donius lay encamped at Thebes , a party of 
his troops , that had wafted the country round 
Megara , __ being upon their retreat , loft their 
way in the dark; and either confounded by 
their fears, or, as the inhabitants report, mil- 
led by a delufton from the goddefs , imagined 
that they faw a band of enemies drawn up 
againft them : under this miftake they difcharged 
their javelins at the neighbouring rocks, which 
returned a found like the groans of dying men. 
They continued this fanciful fight till day-break. 
When they had wafted their weapons , areal 
one enfued ; for in this unarmed condition they 
Were attacked, and ealily routed by the Me- 
gareans. Hard by is a grove and temple facred 
to Jupiter. The ftatue of that god, begun 
by Theocosimus of Megara, affifted by Phidias, 
is left unfinilhed , becaufe the public revenues 
and the eftates of private perfons are fo ex- 
hauited by the continuance of the war, that 
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they are not able to fupport the expenfe of it. 
The citadel , which takes in a large fpace of 
ground, contains feveral public buildings, as 
the monument of Alcmena the mother ol Her- 
cules , that of Hippolita the Amazon , and of 
Tereus the hufband of Progne.’ Here Hand 
likewife the Prytaneum , and a temple of 
Apollo. In the forum is the tomb of Cho-? 
roebus, an ancient hero , who killed a dreadful 
monfter called the Poena, that was fent by 
Apollo to ravage Argolis. The ftory is told 
in verfe upon the monument , and the bas- 
relief, reprefenting the fight between Cho- 
roebus and the Poena , is efteemed the moft 
ancient piece of fculpture in Greece. I have 
been down at Nifaea, their port and arfenal; 
it hands lower than the town , and is well 
furnifhed with naval ftores. A trireme is juft 
come in with advice , that the Athenian fleet 
is failed with a fair wind for Lelbos. We 
lhall flay here a day more , and then proceed 
for Corinth , which is our next ftage : from 
thence 1 lhall write to the chief fcribe, as the 
cuftoms and antiquities of that city will afford 
ample materials for the obfervation of inqui- 
litive travellers. 

I cannot give thee a better idea of the 
humanity and politenefs, for which the Grecians 
are fo famous , than by concluding with an 
account of the manner in which lirangers of 
any diftintftion are received in the towns through 
which they pafs. The perfon who entertains 
meets his company at the door of his houfe , 
and conduces them into the hall , where he 
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prefents them with bread, wine, and fait, 
which is confidered as a facrifice or libation 
to Jupiter Xenios, or the Hofpitable. Then 
they refrefli themfelves after the fatigues of 
the journey by bathing, which is followed by 
fupper, accompanied with mulic , or the en- 
* livening poetry of fome wandering Aoidos , 
or bard. It is cuftomary at parting for the 
holt and his guefls to interchange fome little 
prefents, to divide a piece of money or ivory, 
as a pledge of eternal friendfhip. So inviolably 
are the rites of hofpitality preferved , that war 
itfelf does not deftroy them. The Greeks, potent 
fatrap, cannot be fufficiently commended for pay- 
ing this ftri# regard to thofe common ties that 
diftinguilh mankind from the brutes, and which 
are agreeable to the pra&ice of the remote!! 
ages , as well as to the condition of our nature. 
Adieu. 

P. 
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Cleanser to Hydaspes. ■ From Corinth. 

• • 

e have been arrived at Corinth fome 
days, which is elteemed one of the richeft, 
large!!, and molt beautiful cities in Greece. Its 
fituation, thou mult have heard, is very ex- 
traordinary. It Itands upon a neck of land 
about five miles over, which joins Peloponnefus 
to the reft of Greece. This ifthmus lies between 
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the two bays, the Criffiean and the Saronic, 
the one formed by the Ionian, the other by 
the digean "Tea. Upon each of thefe bays the 
Corinthians have an harbour , one called Le- 
chaeuin , and the other Cenchre®. The latter 
is the moft confiderable. Here ftands likewife * 
a temple to Neptune, where the ftatues of the 
vidors at the Ifihmian games are ereCted ; a 
theatre , and a ftadium. The approach to the 
town through a grove of cyprefs trees is very 
pleafant. The buildings are moft of them 
elegant and fpacious , and , as well as the 
ftatues and pi&ures, finifhed by the belt matters ; 
for this place , amongft other advantages , is 
celebrated for producing eminent artifts in ar- 
chitecture , painting , and fculpture. By the 
favor of Chylon , one of the magiftrates , at ' 
whofe houfe we are lodged , I have furveyed 
all the curiofities of Corinth, and fhall give 
thee an account of the moft remarkable. Se- 
veral of their public edifices ftand round the 
forum. In the middle is a ftatue of Minerva, 
with the mufes carved on the bafe of the 
pedeltal. Next to this is an aqueduCt adorned* 
with a brazen Neptune , at whofe feet lies a 
dolphin , that fpouts out water. On each fide 
arife the fuperb temples of Venus, Fortune,* 
and one dedicated to all the gods. The foun- 
tain of Priene lies at the foot of the craggy 
mountain Acrocorinthus : it is fo named from 
the nymph Priene , who lamented the death- 
of her daughter , killed accidentally at the 
chafe by Diana, with fuch torrents of tears,- 
that Ate was turned into a fpring. The wates 
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is remarkable for the fvveetnefs of its tafie. 

w * 

The fountain is adorned with white marble, 
a ftatue of Apollo , and a bas-relief repre Tent- 
ing the fight between Ulysses and the fuitors* 
The citadel is built upon the top of Acro- 
corinthus ; and is reckoned , both by the na- 
tural lituation of the place, and the advantages 
it has received from art, impregnable. From 
hence you have the fineit profpetft imaginable 
of the Ionian and iEgean feas. Whilft we 
were viewing the citadel , we faw three Co- 
rinthian gallies engaged with as many Athenian ; 
the latter feemed to be fuperior, till two more 
failing from Cenchrea to join their countrymen, 
they were obliged to bear away before the rein- 
forcement came up. The baths at Corinth are 
magnificent, particularly thofe of Neptune; 
at the entrance are two ftatues of the god lean- 
ing on an anchor, and Diana in an hunting 
drefs. The aqueducts and fountains are nu- 
merous , and give a coolnefs to the city in the 

! [reateft heats of fummer. One , called the 
oun tain of Lerna , is furrounded with rows 
of trees , and fupported by marble columns , 
and there are feats round it, covered with 
tapeftry. Its neighbourhood to the gymnafium 
and mufic theatre render it the moft frequented 
of any in the city. They boaft here of feveral 
pieces of the fculptor Daedalus, which, though 
rough and unpolifhed , ihow a fire and fpirit 
that fupply the want of corretftnefs. 

The Corinthians are much inclined to eafe 
$nd- diverlion ; the mafculine fimplicity of 
Sparta is unknown to them * neither do the/ 
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cultivate learning like the Athenians. Venus 
is the goddefs whom they adore molt fervently; 
their fireets are crowded with her temples, 
and almoft every day in the kalendar is marked 
by fome fefiival to her honor. The hofpitality, 
which. fo particularly diftinguilhes the Greeks, 
prevails here in the fame degree that it does 
every where elfe. Our quality of enemies does 
not hinder us from being received with the 
politenefs of neighbours and friends ; and thou 
mayeft imagine there are no fmall numbers of 
Athenians, who take this place in their way 
to Olympia. I have found no difficulty in 
prevailing with my company to flay here tome 
days longer. I propofe by it to gain time for 
making a difpatch to the chief fcribe. My delay 
proceeds likewife from a more private motive: 
Hxppias fends me w T ord, that he will join our 
Olympic party from Ephefus in a few. days. 
We lhall afterwards proceed directly through 
Argolis, Achaia, and Elis, to the games. I 
kifs thy robe, noble fatrap, and bid thee adieu, 
wifhingthou mayeft find the fame entertainment 
in my letters that I receive from the circuro- 
fiances which occafion them. 

P. 
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Cleander to Gobryas. From Corinth* • 

Th E city where I now am , potent lord, 
hath undergone feveral revolutions in its go- 
vernment. From a little obfcure town called 
Ephyra, it was raifed into a kingdom by Sisy- 
phus, whofe pofterity reigned over it near two 
hundred years. They were difpoflefled by the 
Heraclidae, or defcendants of Hercules; and 
thefe in their turn gave way to the Bacchidae, 
a noble Cprinthian family , which took the 
ad mini fixation of affairs into their hands, and, 
eledted an annual magiftrate out of their own 
body , whom they called the Prytanis. Dur- 
ing tjieir government , the Corinthians planted 
the two famous colonies of Syracufe and Cor- 
cyra, which are both grown to fuch a height 
of power and wealth , as to have no fort of 
dependance on their mother city. Thou know- 
eft , that the quarrels of the latter with Co- 
rinth, relating to Epidamnus, were the firfi fparks 
that fet Greece in a flame. Cypselus the fon 
of Labda, of the race of the Bacchidae, who 
for her deformity had been married out of it,, 
fulfilled the Delphic oracle, by diffolving this 
ariftocracy, and ufurpingthe throne. Through 
the mildnefs of his temper, and the popularity 
of his behaviour , he reigned quietly thirty- 
years, and left the crown at his death to his 
ton Periander. The Corinthians ftill retain 
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the utmoft abhorrence for the memory of this 
tyrant. His fear of the people made him al- 
ways keep a ftrong guard about his perfon f 
and take off the heads of the moft eminent 
citizens. Nor was his cruelty confined to the 
public; it exerted itfelf equally in private life. 
He put his wife Melissa to death at the indica- 
tion of his concubines , and banifhed his ion 
Lycophron to Corcyra , for refenting the ill- 
treatment of his mother. Periander after- 
wards fent for him to fettle the fucceffion upon 
him; but the Corcyreans, apprehenfive that 
the old tyrant would come and reign over them, 
prevented it by killing the young prince. This 
news fo affli#ed the father, that he died for 
grief at the age of fourfeore. The Corinthians 
took hold of fo favorable an opportunity to 
refume their liberties, and eftablifhed a govern- 
ment, which is a mixture of ariftocracy and 
democracy. The fenate is perpetual, and chofen 

out of a certain number of the molt ancient 

* « 

families; but the affemblies of the people have, 
a large fhare of power. 

The lituation and naval force of Corinth 
render it one of the moft confiderable ftates in 
Greece. By the former they command the 
Ionian and ^Egean feas , and polfefs the only 
pafs of communication between Peloponnefus 
and the continent; for which reafon the citadel, 
or Acrocorinthus , is ufually called the Eye, 
and the city the Fetter, of Greece. Had 
Xerxes, after forcing the ftraits of Thermopylae, 
marched direcftly to the Ifihmus , before the 
united forces of Greece were affembled there, 
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and the fortifications completed , which wero 
raifed to defend the country , he mult have 
made himfelf mafier of Corinth, and would 
then have had two fine harbours for his fhips 
to lie in, and a fecure retreat for his land 
army. Had he even loft a battle, he might 
have waited here for reinforcements ; nor would 
the lord of millions have been reduced to the 
neceflity of crofting the Hellefpont in a fiftiing- 
boat. Suffer not, illuftrious fatrap , the mif- 
fortunes of our anceftors to difcourage thofe 
who fucceed them ; let them rather ferve to 
improve their conduct. When Perfia would 
revenge the lharne which the fuffered at Sa- 
lamis , this lhouhl be her firft enterprife ; and 
to render the fuccefs more allured , I fent plans 
of the citadel , and the entrance into the ports 
of Lechaeum , and Cenchrea , which with great 
difficulty I have obtained. The Corinthian 
fleet is at prefent the molt confiderable in 
Greece, next to the Athenian. They fitted out 
twenty-five gallies againft Xerxes, made an 
equipment of fixty in the w r ar with Corcyra, 
and engaged Phormio lalt year with feventy fail. 

I tranfmit to thee enclofed the intelligence 
which our laft letters brought from Athens, 
by which thou mayeft perceive the ftate of 
affairs there fince my departure ; and when I 
write from Olympia , I fhall ufe the fame 
method. Farewel. 

Extraft of a Letter from Athens . 

A trireme is arrived from Ceippides , with 
advice, that upon his arrival before Mitylene, 
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he found the inhabitants apprized of his ex- 
pedition , and that they had deferred' their 
annual folemnity; that they utterly refufed to 
comply with his demands, and had even at- 
tempted to furprife fome of his flaps, which 
by ltrefs of weather were feparated from the 
reft, but were foon repulfed. As he apprehended 
he had not ftrength to reduce the illand, he had 
complied with theiroffer of making a fufpenfion 
of arms , and fending over deputies to Athens. 

Extract of another Letter. 

The deputies of Lelbos are juft upon their 
departure, without fuccefs. We fufpe# that 
they only came to gain time , fince we have 
certain information that their ambafladors are 
on their way to the general aflembly of the 
allies at Olympia. We are preparing a re- 
inforcement of twenty gallies for Clippides , 
and hear that ten from Corcyra have joined 
him ; fo that the port of Mitylene is entirely 
blocked up. % 

P. 
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Oleander to Hydaspes. From Olympia. 

A s I am willing to hope that my corres- 
pondence is not ditagreeable , I lhall proceed 
to lay before thee fome farther particulars of 
my Olympic expedition. The firlt town of 
note we arrived at, alter leaving Corinth, was 
Sicyon, a large and flourifhing city, formerly 

f overned by kings, but now a republican ftate. 

Yom thence we eroded the river Afopus, and 
proceeded through the delightful plains of Ar- 
cadia, and the territory of Elis, to Olympia. 
We have found Sufficient employment fince pur 
arrival, in viewing the antiquities and curiofities 
of the place, particularly the temple of Jupiter 
Olympius, the grove called Altis , wherein it 
is built, and the plain of Pelops. The architect 
of this temple was Libo the Elean. It is co- 
vered on the roof with marble cut in the form 
of tiles , and the Shell of the ftr5(Sure is white 
(tone ; on the top of the pediment is a fiatue, 
Vi&ory holding a golden bupkler, engraven 
with Medufas head ; a prefent of the Lacedae- 
monians and Argives after the battle of Tanagra, 
to the Athenians. The pediment of the principal 
front is adorned with Sculpture , reprefenting 
the fiory of Pelops winning the daughter of 
Oenomaus king of Elis , at the chariot courfe. 
It is Said to be the work of a native of Mendez, 
a city in Thrace. In the pediment of the back 
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front , is the battle of the Centaurs and the 
Lapithae, executed by Alcamenes, a celebrated 
Athenian fculptor. Two brazen gates afford 
a fpacious entrance into the body of the temple, 
and two ranges of columns , fupporting two 
galleries raifed to a very confiderable height, 
lead up to the throne of Jupiter. The eyes 
of every fpetSator mult be immediately (truck 
with the Itatue of that deity at the upper end, 
which the nearer it is approached the more it 
excites admiration. This ftatue is univerfally 
efteemedL. the mailer- piece of Phidias, who 
took his idea of it from a fublime description 
in Homer of that god. The materials are gold 
and ivoiy. The image has on its head a 
crown of gold refernbling the branches of an 
olive tree. In his right hand he holds a Victory, 
formed of gold and ivory; in his left a feeptre, 
exquifitely polilhed , inlaid with a variety of 
metals, and furmounted with an eagle. The 
mantle is gold, embroidered with various ani- 
mals and flowers. There is a ferene majelty 
in the look, which at once creates love and 
veneration, and puts one in mind of Homer’s 
epithet for him, The father of gods and men. 
The throne is anfwerable to the magnificence 
of the deity who fills it. It is embellilhed 
on all lides with different ornaments. At the 
four corners of the throne are Seen the graces 
and hours in a circling dance ; at the bottom 
are two lions , one of which holds a lhield in 
his paw, whereon is fqulptured the battle of 
Theseus and the Amazons. Before all thefe, 
is raifed an enclofure breaft-high, where the 
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pencil of Patgenus has exerted itfelf in paint- 
ing fucli fubjects as may have a proper effect 
to animate thofe fpectators who intend to enter 
the lifts. There is Hercules relieving Pro- 
metheus ; the fame hero fupporting the globe, 
in the room of Atlas. The prieft who accom- 
panied us, told us, that Phidias, after he 
had finilhed the ftatue, having begged of Ju- 
piter to give him fome token that his work- 
manlhip had not difpleafed him, immediately the 
pavement near him was ftruck with lightning; 
and in memory of the miracle, a brazen urn 
was placed over the fpot. I could not help 
looking at a row of pillars in the fanctuary, 
which are hung round with tablets of treaties 
between the Grecian ftates, depofited , as it 
were , under the guardianfhip of Jupiter. But 
their reverence to the fupreme deity is not fo 
powerful an incitement to preferve the articles 
of them inviolate , as their intereft or refent- 
ment is to induce them to infringe them. Our 
company was with difficulty drawn away from 
viewing thefe wonderful performances, which 
do fo much honor to the Grecian matters , to 
walk over the reft of the temple , and particu- 
larly to furvey that noble collection of prefents 
and offerings , which are made either by victors 
at the games, to lhow their gratitude, or by 
princes and foreign ftates , to teftify their ve- 
neration to the god. There are laid up in the 
facred treafury, vafes embofled with gold, robes 
ftiff with embroidery and gems, itatues and 
pictures, which not only dazzle, but fatigue 
the light. •• You fee particularly a chariot and 
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four brazen horfes , fent by Cyni’sca, daughter 
of Arqiidamus king of Sparta , the firft per- 
fon of her fex Who won the chariot-prize at 
Olympia. 

When we had fatisfied our curiofity within 
the temple, we were led out of a gate in the 
northern fide into the Pelopion , or plain of 
Pelops , which is planted with rows of trees , 
interfperfed with innumerable altars and ftatues 
of divinities and heroes. The Pelopion and 
Altis enclofe above fixty of the former alone, 
confecrated to the dilferent deities of Greece. 
Near the gate Hands an altar to Olympian 
Jupiter, of a very fingular ftru6ture; for it is 
wholly built out of afhes from the thighs of the 
facrificed victims. Several fieps lead to the top? 
the firft half are fione, the others are made of 
a cement of afhes, mixed with water from the 
river Alpheus, which runs by Olympia round 
the walls of the Altis. And in the neigh- 
bourhood of it are erected the fiatues of the 
molt renowned amonglt thofe who have gained 
prizes at the games, with infcriptions fignifying 
the number of crowns they have won , and 
fometimes that they were the firft who con- 
quered at fuch an exercife. Here is one of 
the famous Milo of Crotona, who, after 
winning fix prizes at Olympia , and as many at 
Delphi , is come , though advanced in years , 
to put in his claim for the thirteenth victory. 
A little way out of the town, near the moun- 
tain Cronius, are monuments to the eternal 
infamy of fuch as either by fraud or corrup- 
tion have obtained the prize ; and the expenfes 
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are defrayed out of the fines fet upon them. 

An infcription on the ftatue of one Eupolus * 
records, that he had* bribed three of his com- 
petitors at wrefiling, and was the firlt who had 
tainted the fan$itv of the games. It concludes 
with an admonition , that the Olympic palin 
was not to be acquired by money, but addrefs 
and vigor alone. I lhall juft mention the temple 
of Juno, which Hands north of the Pelopion, 
whofe fplendor and magnificence is far eclipfed 
by that of the thunderer. The ftatues are many 
of them in the old tafte. The greateft rarity 
is a coffer , prefented by Cypselus tyrant of 
Corinth, which would take up a letter to 
defcribe fully: the lides are ornamented in the 
richeft manner with painting and has-reliefs, 
that include the molt remarkable fubjetfts in 
the fabulous hiftory of Greece. In the way 
leading to the Prytaneum i$ a ftatue of Jupiter, 
ere#ed at the joint coft of the Grecian ftates 
that fought againft Mardonius at Plataea. The 
names of them , beginning with the Lacedae- 
monians, followed by the Athenians and the 
reft in order , are engraved on the bafis of the 
pedeftal. 

I can allure thee, potent lord, that nothing 
I have yet feen in Greece or Alia equals in any 
degree the magnificence and elegance that ap- 
pear in the ftrwftures here. One may fay, that 
archite&ure ,. painting , and fculpture , have 
not only united their utmoft efforts , but even 
exhaufted the fecrets of their arts, to render 
Olympia worthy its tutelar deity , and the 
games exhibited to his honor. 1 have neither 
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memory nor leifure to relate the tenth part of 
the various entertainment which this place 
affords me ; and from w’hat I have already faid, 
thou wilt not wonder that every fifth year 
renders it the univerfal refort both of natives 
and foreigners. I cannot conclude more pro- 
perly, than by laying before .thee the belt ac- 
count I am able to colle6t upon the fpot, of 
the origin and alterations which have happened 
in thefe ancient and celebrated games. There 
are two ftories equally prevalent in the country 
relating to their firlt infiitution; the oneafcribes 
it to the Curetes, Jupiter’s tutors; the other 
to the god himfelf, after the defeat of the Ti- 
tans. They fuffered afterwards long inter- 
ruptions , and were feverally renewed by Her- 
cules , and Pelops , when he had won Hip- 
podamia, the daughter of Oenomaus , at a 
chariot-race. This part of their hiftory is fa- 
bulous and uncertain; but I think all agree that 
they were eftablifhed on their prefent footing 
by Iphitus, a defcendant of Oxylus , king of 
Elis, about four hundred and eight years after 
the taking of Troy. It was at that period they 
took a regular form; then gymnafiumsand places 
of exercife were fet up , and directors of the 
games , or Hellanodicae , appointed. Thofe 
officers are now nine in number , chofen by 
lot from amongft the principal inhabitants of 
Elis, whofe territory is declared facred, and 
thofe accounted impious and facrilegious who 
invade it From enjoying thefe honors and 
immunities , Elis is become one of the beft 
peopled Itates in Greece. Every one, of what 
l . 22 
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nation or quality focver ? who intends to be 
a competitor in the games, is obliged to pre- 
fent himfelf before the magi ft rates in the Pry- 
taneum, and take an oath at the altar of Jupiter 
there, that he had for the ten preceding months 
performed a kind of novitiate in the exercifes , 
which he propofes , to appear- in at the games; 
and that he would ftri&ly adhere to the terms 
prefcribed for each exercife. Then a herald 
with a loud voice demands , if no one prefent 
can accufe the candidate of any crime or mif- 
demeanor, which renders him unworthy to 
contend for the crown of olive. If no objec- 
tions are made, the name of the perfon is 
enrolled in a public regilter, and himfelf dif- 
mifled till the day of trial. The wreltlers are 
divided into two claffes , that of children, and 
that of men; the former* are admitted from 
the age of twelve to feventeen. Women are 
not allowed, under pain of death, to be prefent 
at any part of the folemnity. 

As the games , which are always fixed for 
the full moon in Ekatombeon , will begin in a 
few days , thou mayell expert that this ^tter 
will foon be followed by another , containing 
a full account *of the whole reprefentation. 
Farewel. P. 
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Hydaspes to Clean der. 

I can no longer contain myfelf, Oleander, 
from returning my thanks lor thofe agreeable 
letters I have received from thee on thy journey 
to Olympia. I value thy friendfliip above all 
1 have contra&ed, fince it is fo far from cooling 
in a foreign climate , that it grows warmer in 
abfence , and perpetually turns thee back to 
thy country and acquaintance, amidlt a variety 
of new objetis to engage thy attention. 

I imagine ere this time thou art informed 
of Sacas’s confpiracy bv the noble Gobrias, 
and the feveral fteps which have been already 
taken in that affair. The queen-mother and 
the fair Damafcan having found the king in- 
exorable to their prayers in favor of the cri- 
minal , at laft withdrew their interceffion. 
Nothing then remained but to put the fentence 
of the fupreme council in execution: however, 
it was firft thought proper that he fhould be 
privately examined before Megabyzus and the 
chief fcribe. Upon that occafion, I am told, 
difcoveries of importance were extorted from 
him by the rack; and that he has accufed many 
of the fatraps of Media, who were involved 
in the fame guilt. This report is a good deal 
confirmed by the exprefs , who went lately 
into that province with orders from our potent 
monarch, that Pandates, Mindus, and Oxy- 
athres, three Median lords, fhould repair to 
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Babylon without delay. He brings word, that 
the latter is fled , and that his two accomplices, 
not fufpedting the danger, are fee u red by a 
ftrong guard. Gobryas is much bulied in 
watching the intrigues of thofe , who are en- 
deavouring to trace out from what quarter 
thefe horrid practices were laid open. A few 
days fince the perfidious eunuch received the 
juft rew r ard of his treafons , and was boated , 
according to the fevere penalties inflidted on 
traitors by the law of Perfia. The hunting 
feat, that belonged to him in the foreft of Nifa, 
and all his riches , are confifcated to the king’s 
ufe, which are valued at more than an hundred 
thoufand darics. I have myfelf fome defign of 
applying for a grant of the former., as it will 
be a very convenient recefs for me , whenever 
a change in the miniftry , the death of my 
royal mafter, or the infirmities of old age, 
oblige me to leave the toilfome attendance of 
a court-life. 

Pyracmon the Lacedaemonian agent is gone 
back to Sparta , without an audience of leave. 
For as he has never appeared regularly in the 
character of a public minifter during his ftay 
here , by reafon of his obftinate refufal to 
comply with the ceremony of proltration at his 
arrival, it was impoffible for me to admit him 
into the king’s prefence. At the fame time 
that the ruling magiftrates in Lacedaemon have 
recalled Pyracmon , they have fent us another 
in his room, whole name is Nicander. From 
the judgment I have been able to form of him, 
he is as itrange a creature as his countryman, 
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and is poffeffed of all the uncouthnefs and in- 
delicacy, which feem inherent in every member 
of that military republic. As foon as he came . 
within the. walls of the palace, he defired to 
be prefented to Artaxerxes as a commiffioner 
from Thebes, that he might avoid going through 
the forms of an audience in the quality of a 
Lacedaemonian ; and being aiked , if he had 
brought any powers from that ftate to treat 
with the Great King; he replied, Yes, but 
that his inftru&ions were more confiderable 
from his native city. I was . ordered by the 
minifters of our fublirne court to tell him , 
that this was regarded as a trifling evafion of 
the homage paid to our fovereign by the mi- 
nifters of every ftate ; and that though he in- 
tended it to preferve ( as he proudly thought ) 
the dignity of a Spartan , yet fuch mean and 
lhifting arts were much below the chara&er 
of politenefs, which the Greeks aflumed to 
themfelves ; and he muft confent to be received 
as an Ambaffador from Lacedaemon , or not at 
all. The delivery of this meflage had its due 
weight ; and in a furly manner he fubmitted. 
But I obferved , when I conduced him into 
the royal chamber , agreeably to the ufual ce- 
remony, he dropped a ring, which he wore 
upoi> his finger, and in hooping! to recover 
it , made an awkward reverence to our mo- 
narch. • I faw immediately , by the referit- 
ment which fparkled in the king's eyes , that 
this behaviour gave offence, and the conference 
was fhort ; but that wife caunfellor Megabxsmljs 
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has advifed him to fuffer reafons of policy to 
fuperfede the motions of anger. 

To give thee a further infight into the 
manners of the man , I mult tell thee of a 
circumliance, which will excite thy laughter; 
that in all his converfations" with Gobryas he 
difdains the offered civility of that courteous 
miniftcr, by throwing his body on the floor 
of the apartment, where they meet together, 
inftead of reliing himfelf Upon the fofa of Itate. 
It was intimated to me one day, that it would 
be proper to invite Nicander to an entertain- 
ment of dancing and mufic, which was ordered 
that evening in the magnificent hall of Darius. 
I took Jntaphernes along with me, and we 
went about noon to wait upon Nicander. We 
Were introduced to him without any form, and 
found him dining alone very heartily on a mefs 
of the famous black broth , which I conjec- 
ture from the coarfe appearance of it mull be 
a deteltable repaft to any but a Lacedemonian 
ftomach. The perfon who attended him, was 
an Helot Have , whom he had brought along 
with him to Babylon , becaufe of his happy 
talent in preparing it He received my in- 
vitation very coldly , and anfwered me with 
roughnefs , declaring, that he came upon a 
matter of bufinefs, not a party of pleafure. 
We left him with a contenrot for the narrow- 
nefs of his temper , and a thorough perfuafion 
of his incapacity to ferve in foreign negotiations. 

Cratjppus , the fophift of Rhodes, who 
has been employed for fome time in Gobryas’s 
office, informed me yefterday under the feal 
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of fecrecy , that he was going upon a private 
expedition to Sparta ; and that he lhould be 
very glad to maintain a correfpondence with 
one, whom he had fo high an opinion of as 
yourfelf. He faid, although that city was at 
a conliderable diftance from Athens , yet, a$ 
he fancied you and he fhould be almoft the 
only well-wilhers to the king of Perfia in the 
territories of Greece, he would certainly find 
a method of communicating his thoughts to you 
frequently and without referve. I congratulate 
thee, Clean der, on being joint-laborer with 
a perfon of Cratippus’s uncommon parts and 
learning. He is a man of fuch dexterity and 
addrefs , that whether he converfes with the 
fuperfiitious ^Egyptians , or the effeminate 
Ionians , ‘Whether he conforms to the fimplicity 
of the Perfians , or the fplendor of the Medes, 
he is equally cheerful and agreeable. In a word, 
he feems defigned by nature for a citizen of 
the world ; and I dare fay , will be as much 
pleafed with the water - creffes and brown 
loaves of Sparta, as with all the rich wines and 
luxury of Alia. Such a chara&er as this, which 
I defcribe to thee , can only be the refult of 
good fenfe and a fuperior underflanding. 

I hope thou and 1 , my friend , fhall never 
know , what it is to be like the defpicable 
Nicander, but rather imitate the rational turn 
of Cratippus. The manners of various nations 
are generally as different as their political in- 
tereus ; and it argues a littlertefs of mind , to 
think the peculiarities of one’s own country 
are drawn out of the depths of wifdom , while 
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the cuftoms of another deferve to be branded 
with folly. Thou wilt fmile perhaps at a 
courtier, who concludes with the fpirit of a 
philofopher; but 1 leave it to thy determina- , 
tion, whether a low partiality to the manners 
of thofe who inhabit one fpot upon the globe, 
in oppolition to the reft of the world , is not 
* a kind of immorality , as well as a fubjed of 
ridicule. 

From Babylon. , ’ * C. . 


LETTER L X X I. 

_ * • • t 

Smerdis to Oleander. 

• 1 . i . i ' 

I Do not know, whether I am more pleafed 
or alhamed at the letters I receive from theo. 

I ought not to want a fpur to fuch an unequal 1 
correfpondence ; for while thou tranfmitteli to 
me foreign arts and knowledge , the boafted 
commodities of Greece, all the return I make 
is from the cheap and familiar produce of our 
own country. They letters convince me of the 
vanity of Greece in valuing herfelf upon fcience, 
as her property , which thou haft gained fuch 
an inlight.into, (thotigh it is matter of amufe- , 
ment to thee, rather than any part of thy 
bulinefs,) that thou couldft eafily tranfplant 
it hither, were it compatible with the policy 
pf our government. But the true Perfian 
maxims would make the refinements of Greece 
needjlefs by contrading our wants, and fecuring 
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us from the encroachments of luxury , which 
require fo many miniftering and attendant arts 
in her retinue. To fpeak truth , and draw the 
bow , is indeed an abridgment of a true Perfiarf 
education ; which implies , that our bodies 
Ihould be fitted for the fervice of our country, 
and our minds habituated to fincerity and virtue. 
The faculties of man, 1 prefume, cannot be 
laid out in a more laudable fervice. How 
little pleafing foever the fimplicity of this plan 
may be to a Greek , the great ends may more 
certainly, and with lefs danger of corruption, 
be attained by it , which they propofe to them- 
felves by more indirect and laborious methods 
of ftudy. I fuppofe the people of Athens defire 
to hear truth, when they lifien to their orators, 
and thefe are thought belt qualified to deliver 
it; yet no man will fay, that to fpeak truth 
is an art, or requires any labor of the brain. 
What then is meant by the talent of eloquence, 
whigh is attained with fuch difficulty ? If it 
be to conceal truth, or to difguife falfhood, 
fo that it lhall not be known , or to give it 
fo amiable a drefs, that we fhall receive it 
knowingly ; this indeed requires Ikill , but is 
Ho great accomplilhment ; nor Ihould I think 
myfelf at all obliged to a man for being at fo 
much pains to lead me out of my way. I guefs 
the young philofopher you fpeak of is not ad- 
dicted to oratory. Doth Socrates, who pro- 
fefles and teaches others to ftudy themfelves, 
affeCt it? I.fcarce believe fo: the man, who 
fearches his own breaft , finds , that truth has 
a right to precedence there, and that th£ tongue 
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fhould interpret the heart. Socrates has pru- 
dently difengaged himfelf from the boafted 
wifdom of his country , by profeffing his 
ignorance and difregard of it, in comparifon 
of that which tends immediately to the cul- 
tivation of the mind, and efiablHhing an uni- 
verfal rule for human a#ions. This no doubt 
mult be his aim, and he feems to bid fair for 
fuccefs; for he> who would prefcribe to others, 
mult learn from himfelf what maxims he could 
be content to be governed by. He mull firft 
draw reafon from his own brealt; and then it 
will be ratified by common confent, when it 
•comes to be re-applied to the underltanding 
of others. The fophilt impofes upon us falfe 
principles ; and if our reafon be too bufv in 
examining them , he entangles it in inextricable 
. fubtilties. The legiflator demands our alfent 
by the terror of his power; but Socrates, like 
a true rationalilt, affects not to fubdue our 
portions , without leaving every man an appeal 
to His own judgment, and thereby diftinguilhea 
the moralilt from the politic legiflator and falfe 
pliilofopher, who equally aim at fubjetfting ua 
to their own abfolule authority, under pretence 
of reforming our prejudices. This wife man's 
Itudy of himfelf may be attended with great 
contequences in bringing to light the diaates 
of reafon, which are of undeniable authority, 
and nothing lefs than the original revelation of 
Oromasdes. The divine will being thus af- 
eertained , the wife and virtuous will have a 
rational expe#ation of a recompence to their 
obedience ; and the well-grounded hope of thia 
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reward will add weight to the reafons of the 
moralift, and confirm his whole fyftem. It is 
eafy lor us , whom uncorrupt traditions and 
the books of Zoroaster have infiriv$ed in 
worthy notions of the Deity , to , think what t 
is fo agreeable to our reafon may be traced * 
out by it alona But if human reafon is in- 
fufficient to penetrate fo far into the divine 
ceconomy, may Oromasdes put himfelf in the 
way of this glorious inquirer ; and thus perhaps 
foal] his doctrine difful’e itfelf univerfally, and * 
the holy flame be lighted up in the temples 
of the weft. Thou feemeft, Oleander, to 
have no mean opinion of the Greek philofo- 
phers, and perhaps mayeft think them worth 
undeceiving in fome wrong conceptions of the 
Perfian religion. ; When Otanes , the great 
defcendant ofZERDUSHT, accompanied Xerxes 
into Greece , he fhed the firft dawn of divine 
Jight amongft them; but they are perpetually 
mifinformed by travellers, who attend only 
to appearances , and reprefent fome external 
rites, which they obferve amongft us, as the 
fubftance of our worfhip. I have been told, 
they have adopted fome of the rites of ./Egypt 
which the ^Egyptians themfelves ufed only as 
\ a fymbol ; fo, inferifible are they to what is 
myfterious and exalted. They have no other 
than vifible objects of adoration ; and their 
apprehenfion feems at a lofs in every thing 
that is veiled from the fenfe. Thus becaufe we 
’‘religioufly preferve the purity of the elements, 
and think it impious by any unnatural com* 
mixture to pollute them , which in the creation 
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were feparated and ordered to be kept without 
defilement, they call us worfhippers of thefe 
elements; a miftake into- which Herodotus 
himfelf is fallen. I once met with a Greek, 
whofe ignorance of my character made him 
‘ life his national freedom towards me: Greece, 
faid he, has no reafon to regret the attempts 
which Perlia has made on her liberty,, fince 
lhe has been rewarded with immortal honor; 
and the barbarity of Xerxes will be an eternal 
ftain to Perfia, who deltroyed all the temples 
of Greece , from a pretended diflike of the ufe 
of them , while ftill they were approved in 
Perfia. I told him, they were deltroyed, be- 
caufe they were faid to contain a God within 
them , which was found to be no other perhaps 
than an image of wood , which had been made 
and placed there by its worfhippers. To this 
he gave me what he thought a very fufficient 
anfwer, that, inftead of burning the temples, 
Xerxes fhould have fet fire to the images, which 
would in that condition have been fit obje&s 
for a Perfian worfhipper. The petulance of 
the man betrayed his ignorance , who had not 
made himfelf fo far acquainted with us,- as to 
know, that fire was a facred fymbol, which 
Zerdusht brought down from heaven , to 
remind us , that this element , is not * more 
jieceflary to the bodies , than the' cherifhing 
influence of the Deity, is to the fouls of men. 

May thy wifdom, Cleander , contribute 
to reduce thefe contemptuous Greeks to the 
yoke of Perfia, which they have hitherto fuiv 
prifingly efcaped. ..Who would have thought ; 
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but Xerxes had joined them to his dominions, 
when he linked the two continents together 
with his fleet ! How near was Datis executing 
his great mafter’s order, who was commanded 
to fend the inhabitants of Athens and Eretria 
in chains to Periia ? Eretria was incompaffed 
and taken , and all its proud citizens fent 
hither, to gratify the will of their conqueror, 
where they now mourn their fervitude. And 
had fuccefs accompanied our arms. at Marathon, 
the city, where thou now refideft , had been 
unpeopled, and her fons tranfported to cul- 
tivate the defert lands of Perfia , or , fcattered 
over our numerous provinces, had been utterly 
deprived of all hope of uniting themfelves again 
into a community. Farewel. 

From Balch. " H. 


LETTER L X X I I. 

Oleander to Hydaspes. 

f j ' he games, which raifed fo great an ex- 
pectation , and drew together fuch a multitude 
of fpe&ators , are now over ; and I believe mod 
of thofe , who were pr.efent , are employed 
like me in giving an account to their abfent 
friends, of the remarkable circumftances that 
attended them. On the day appointed for the 
opening of the games , the whole affembly 
had early taken their places in the ftadium of 
Olympia,' The fpot , where the combatants 
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engage, is in the form of an arena or pit, and 
covered with fand. The feats rife round it 
one above another. The two firft days out of 
the five allotted for the celebration of this fo- 
lemnity, were appointed for the wreftling and 
boxing. The names of the candidates lor the 
prize m thofe exercifes, were read over before 
the people by a herald. Then a lilver urn was 
produced, containing a number of balls equal 
to that of the combatants, and each pair was 
matched together, who' drew out two balls, 
on which the fame letters of the alphabet were 
inferibed. After the competitors had rendered 
their bodies firm and fupple by rubbing and 
pouring oil upon "them, they befmeared them 
with fine fand , to give the better hold for 
grappling. Several matches went forward at 
the fame time. To obtain the victory it is re- 
quifite to give two falls , and renew the combat 
three times. If a wreliler , who is thrown , 
pulls his adverfary down with him , they muft 
grapple together upon the ground , till one of 
them getting uppermofi conftrains the other to 
alk for mercy. Then the acclamations of the 
fpe<ftators, which continue with various inter- 
ruptions whillt the trial of Ikill lalis , are re- 
doubled. The Hellanodicae prefent the vi<3or 
with the crown of olive, a branch of palm, 
and a robe, on the very fpot where he was 
engaged. In this equipage , preceded by a 
herald , he erodes the Radium amidit the ihouts 
and praifes of that innumerable concourfe of 

E eople. His name and country are proclaimed 
y found of trumpet; flowers, girdles, money. 
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and other prefents of that nature, are thrown 
upon him as he pafles along. An odd accident 
happened to Milo of Crotona. That famous, 
wreftler prefented himfelf , but found no an- 
tagonift ; upon which the prefidents of the 
games called him to prefent him with the 
crown , but as he advanced forwards to re- 
ceive it, he fell down. The people immediately 
cried out, that one, who could not keep 
• himfelf upon his legs , did not deferve the 
honors due to a conqueror. The old man 
looked round , and anfwered with a great deal 
offpirit, “ ’Tis true I have got one accidental 
fall , but I would willingly fee any man 
u amongft you , who could give me a fecond. " 
When thefe matches were over, the liadium 
was left clear for the boxers. They were 
armed for this rude encounter with the caeltus, 
a leathern gauntlet , which folds round the 
fingers and upper part of the hand, and is 
fattened at the wrilt, and ftrengthened on the 
outttde with plates of iron or lead. I mult 
own , though the agility and fupplenefs of the 
wreftlers, and their various artifices to give or 
avoid a fall , afforded me fome pleafure , I 
could not behold without a fecret horror the 
rough blows, which the boxers fo unmercifully 
dealt on each other. It is no uncommon thing 
at thefe matches to fee a contufion raifed in 
the face , an eye ftruck out, or a jaw-bone 
cracked , by the tremendous blows of the 
caeftus. Androlichus , one of the boxers , 
appeared like an object who intended to excite 
the charity rather than the applaufes of the 
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affembly. He loft an eye at Pifa , his foreteeth 
at Nemea , had his nofe flattened at Delphi , 
and was carried off for dead here. That thou 
mayeft the better judge, how difagreeable the 
fpe6lacle mufi be to one , in whom cuftom 
has not effaced the foft impreffions of humanity, 
I will •tell thee a remarkable incident, to which 
I was myfelf an eye-witnefs. Two boxers, 
Creugas and Damoxenes, agreed, on the point 
of engaging, to give each other notice of every 
blow. • The agreement was ill-kept ; for Da- 
moxenes having bid his adversary lift up his 
hand, {truck him on the fide with fuch violence, 
that partly with the force of the blow, partly 
the fharpncfs of his nails , he pierced his belly, 
and tore out his entrails. Creugas expired 
on the fpot. The crown was decreed him, 
though dead , and Damoxenes was puniftred 
for his barbarity with perpetual banilhment. 
The boxer who {hewed moft {kill, was The- 
agenes of Syracufe. He had acquired fuch a 
ftrength in his wrifis, that merely by parrying 
the blows of his competitor , and holding 
him at arms length , he obliged him , out of 
wearinefs, to relign the victory. 

The Pancratiafis , Pentathloi , and the 
Throwers of the Difcus, made their appearance 
on the third day. The performance of the 
firfi is a mixture of wrefiling and boxing ; it 
borrows from the one thole violent contor- 
tions of the limbs* and {hakes of the 1 body; 
from the other, the art of ftriking and avoiding 
a blow. It is one of the roughefi and molt 
dangerous! exercifes , of which we -had- an 
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inftance in Arachion of Sparta. That brave 
Paneratiaft having received fo violent a fqueeze 
from his antagonift, that he was on the point 
of being ftrangled , had ftrength enough remain- 
ing to break the other’s jaw, and obliged him 
to alk for mercy , though the victor hiinfelf 
expired the moment after. The Hellanodicae 
ordered Arachion to be crowned , as he lay 
dead on the ftadium. The exprefllons of joy 
and fatisfatftion in the attemblyat the brave 
action of the Spartan are not to be defcribed. 

The Pentathloi are a particular fet of com-t 
batants , who have acquired fuch a mattery at 
wreftling, boxing, throwing the difcus, running, 
and catting the javelin , as to perform in each 
the fame day. They make it a rule never to 
match a Pentathlos with another who has made 
one of thefe exercifes alone his employment; 
as they fuppofe very reafonably , that a perfon 
who has divided his time between fo many 
different occupations , cannot be equal to one 
who has applied his whole time to be perfe<3 
in a fingle exercife. 

The difcus is a huge mafs of iron of a 
roundifh lhape , and poliflied furface. Thofe 
whp throw it, lean the whole weight of their 
body upon one of their legs , which they ftep 
forwards ; they whirl the difcus round hori- 
zontally, and caft it from them with their ut- 
moft force. He who throws fartheft, obtains 
the prize. 

The fourth day was taken up with runners 
on foot, and the race-horfes. The ftadium for 
the former is compofed of three parts ^ 'the 
. l. a3 
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entrance which is marked by a barrier of 
wood; the middle, which is a riling ground, 
where the crowns are placed in light of their 
competitors; and the goal, which is diltinguifhed 
by a large tree or poli. There* are two forts 
of racers: thofe who run naked; and thofe who 
are armed with a light helmet, a target, and 
a fort of bufkin. There are like wife three forts 
of courfes : the courfe of the ftadiuin , which 
is only from the barrier to the goal ; the diaulos, 
which is twice the length of the ftadium ; and the 
dolicus, which is much longer th'an either. Doli- 
chus ofTarfus in Cilicia won the prize; and a 
poet has made an epigram , the turn of which 
is, that the “ barrier and the goal are the only 
“ places where the young Cilician is feen ; for 
€i no one can fay, he was ever perceived in 
u the middle of the courfe. * \ 

In the afternoon we removed to the hip- 

E odrome or horfe- Courfe , w 7 hich was laid out 
y the architect Cleatas , and is looked upon 
as one of the curiolities of Greece. That part 
of it called the barrier , where the horfes and 
cars alfemble before they enter the lifts , by 
the difpolition of th'e ground and buildings 
round it, refernbles the prow of a lliip. It 
grows narrower towards the end,, and forms 
a kind of beak juft at the place where it opens 
into the courfe. In the midft of the barrier 
is an altar ; on the top hands a brazen eagle , 
which is made to raife itfelf, and extend its 
wings as a fignal for the races to begin. On 
the lides are vaulted buildings, which ferve 
for ftands to the horfes and chariots, till they 
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proceed to take their places as the lots deter- 
mine them. The courfe itfelf is divided into 
two parts: a terrace, and a hill that rifes gently 
from the plain. There are two goals : at the 
one is a ftatue of Hippodamia holding a chaplet 
to crown Pelops; at the other, an altar to the 
genius Taraxippus. It is obferved, that at 
this altar the horl'es take fuch a fudden fright^ 
as frequently to overthrow their riders. The 
fuperftitious Greeks attribute it to a divine 
impulfe , and therefore make vows to obtain 
the favor of Taraxippus. 

In the horfe-races I particularly admired 
fome expert riders , who, being upon the back 
of one horfe , and leading a fecond , would 
leap from one to the other with furprifing 
agility. Nor is the addrefs of a mare belong- 
ing to Phidolas of Corinth to be left un- 
mentioned. Though her rnafter fell off in the 
beginning of the race, fhe continued her courfe * 
in the fame manner as if he had kept his feat, 
turned round the goal , redoubled her vigor at 
the found of the trumpet, and came in thfc 
firft. The Hellanodica? ordered Phidolas to 
be crowned , who has obtained permilTion from 
the Eleans to ere6t a ftatue to the memory of 
his mare Aura. 

The fifth and laft day was taken up in thfc 
chariot-courfes , which I thought w^ere much 
the fineft part of the fight. The fplendor of 
the equipages, as they were drawn out in a 
long line before the lifts , the neighing of the 
horfes, the cries of the charioteers , and the 
applaufes of the vaft concourfe of fpe<!iators ; 
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formed a very cheerful and agreeable entertain- 
ment. Each chariot was drawn by four horfes 
all in front; the two belt are always outermoft. 
The chariot-race was as ufual full of a great 
many incidents. The car of Admetus the 
Corinthian broke down in turning round the 
goal, and two others , which followed behind, 
ran foul upon it, and overturned their drivers. 
'My friend Philocles’s horfes , which were 
very' mettlefome, flew out fo furioufly at the 
altar of Taraxippus , that with the violence 
of the fliock he had nearly loft his feat He 
kept it with fome difficulty; but a chariot of 
Alcibiades had an opportunity to pals by him, 
and obtain the fecond prize. That young Athe- 
nian , who had no lefs than feven chariots 
which entered the lifts, won the firft, fecond, 
and fourth prizes. Philocles came in for the 
third. 

On the evening of the day on which this 
folemnity ended , the Hellanodicae made a 
fupper , according to cuftom , in the Prytaneum 
of Olympia, for the vigors at the different 
exercifes. 

* Alcibiades entertained the whole aflembly 
the next day , in a manner anfwerable to the 
magnificence wherein he had appeared Rt the 
games. Empedocles of Agrigentum gave us the 
inoft extraordinary regale. As he is a Py- 
thagorean , both fifh and flefh are abfolutely 
forbidden by the doctrines of his fe6t ; and 
therefore he had an ox made of pafte , cora- 
pofed of myrrh , frankincenfe , and fpices , 
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which he diftributed by pieces to all who 
prefented themfelves. 

The different difpofitions of my five com- 
panions have rendered the pleafure arifing from 
the company and diverfions of Olympia pe- 
culiar to each. The pious and humane Phi- 
Xemon renews thofe long-contra<3ed friendfhips, 
which war claims a right of interrupting for 
a time ; and is never more happy, than in 
trying to infufe fentiments of peace , and a 
friendly difpofition towards Athens , in his 
Spartan and Corinthian acquaintance. Clinias 
has complained to me with fome concern , 
that the learned performances repeated here, 
do not equal thofe he remembers formerly,, 
when Pindar charmed the ears of Greece by 
his odes, and Herodotus excited their atten- 
tion to his hiftory. The polite Chlorus boaits, 
that he was the firlt man who congratulated 
Alcibiades upon gaining three prizes at the 
chariot-courfe, and was in return , the firft 
of the aftembly invited to fupper the next 
evening by that magnificent Athenian. Hippias 
is not lb far loft to his bulinefs as a merchant, 
amidlt the pleafures of the place , but he has 
found time to drive feveral advantageous bar- 
gains. As to Philocles, he thinks himfelf 
arrived at the higheft pitch of happinefs and 
glory to which a mortal can attain. For the 
Greeks, potent lord, hold their countrymen 
who conquer at thefe games in no fmall degree 
of elteein; they are not only maintained at the 
public charge for the reft of their lives , but 
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exempted from the burden of taxes and civil 
employments. 

Thou wilt, I believe, agree with me in 
concluding, that though fucli exercifes as give 
a graceful appearance to the body, and form 
it for military fervice, lhould be cultivated in 
all wife ftates; yet thofe ought to be difcoun- 
tenanced, which tend only to breed up a fet of 
idle perfons , who , by making the art of 
maiming the limbs of their fellow-creatures 
their only employment , are in effe6t rendered 
fit for nothing elfe. However , one cannot 
Jielp admiring that paffionate love of glory , 
which urges on the Greeks to contend fo 
Carneiily for the crown of olive. It brings to 
my mind a generous faying of Tig ranks the 
Mede : being informed that the formidable 
invafion of Xerxes had not interrupted the 
Olympic games, and told at the fame time in 
what the reward confifted , he cried out in 
raptures even in the prefence of his fovereign, 
“ Heavens, Mardonius, againft what men are 
“ we come to fight, who do not make wealth 
€C the obje& qf their contention, but fame?” 
Adieu. 

From Olympia. « P. 
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Oleander to Gobryas. From Olympia. 

Th e Mitylenian ambaffadors had a few day* 
ago a public audience of the Peloponnefian 
allies in the temple of Jupiter Olympius. The 
chief of the embaffy laid before them , in a 
long and artful harangue, the reafons which 
had induced his Hate to renounce their de- 
pendance upon Athens. He began with defir- 
ing .the aflembly not to be prejudiced againft 
his Hate; becaufe , after continuing fo many 
years in a firm alliance with the Athenians, 
during the time of their profperity , they now 
deferted them in that of their diftrefs. But, 
he faid, as the true motive of the treaty which 
they had made with live Athenians , was not 
to alii It them in fubduing the reft of the Greeks, 
but to join in the common caufe againft the 
Barbarians; fo when once the ambitious views 
of Athens made her ufurp an unreafonable 
fuperiority over her neighbours, thofe ties were 
naturally diffolved. That the favors which 
Athens had bellowed upon them , and the 
lenity with which they had been treated , 
though they carried a fair appearance, were 
intended to keep the Lelbians bm Itirring, 
whilli that afpiring republic was infenlibly en- 
ilaving the reft of her allies. That therefore no 
charge of ingratitude to benefa<3ors could lie 
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againft his countrymen , who were only pre- 
venting, by a timely precaution, thofe dangers 
which furrounded them. He next reprefented 
the advantages which thePeloponnefians would 

f ain by receiving them into their alliance; that 
elides ftrengthening their fleet with a large 
fquadron , they would have an opportunity , 
by the convenient fituation of Leibos , to in- 
tercept thofe fupplies , which enabled Athens 
to continue the war. He let forth in exag- 
gerated colors the weak condition of the latter, 
exhaufted by the plague, the expenfes of their 
preparations , and the Ioffes they had fufiained; 
and concluded with folemnly entreating them,, 
in the name of Olympian Jupiter, in whofe 
temple they were affembled , not to abandon 
a people , who were the firft that had recourfe 
to their prote&ion, but to lhow they deferved 
the glorious title which they affumed, of pro- 
testors of the diftreffed, and deliverers of Greece. 
The affernbly , with whom this fpeech had no 
fmall weight , after a fhort deliberation re- 
turned a favorable anfvver, and unairimoufly 
decreed , that the Lelbians ihould be com- 
prehended in the Peloponnefian league. De- 
puties from the united ftates have held feveral 
conferences in the Prytaneum of Olympia, to 
debate on the prefent pofture of their affairs, ♦ 
Philemon , who watches narrowly over all 
their defigns, has difpatclied a courier to Athens 
with what intelligence he has been able to 
procure. He fufpeds that thev intend to form 
a general rendezvous at Corinth , and to attack 
Athens both by fea and land. It is certain. 
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that orders have been ifTued out for providing 
immediately a large number of machines for 
tranfporting £hips over land. -The allies are 
now in the midft of their harveft ; and it will 
occafion fome delays to take the people, from 
their work, which will give the Athenians 
time to prepare a force fuffieient to oppofe the 
attempts of their enemies. This fudden turn 
of affairs , and the vigorous refolutions of the 
allies , determine the company 1 came with f 
to fet out early to-morrow on their return to 
Athens. The news I received from Hydaspes, 
that the Perlian court intended to fend a private 
agent to Sparta, afforded me no fmall pleafure. 
The rniniftry, from overlooking both fides of 
the game in a conjuncture very interefting to 
Perfia , cannot fail of directing their councils 
on the fureft grounds , particularly when fo 
important a commiflion is intruded to one of 
Cratippus’s abilities. Noble fatrap , 1 kifs 
thy robe , and bid thee fare w el. 

The firfi of the month Metagitnion. 

Extract of a Letter Jrom Athens* 

Difpatches from Clippides were yefterday 
read in the affembly of the people. He gives . 
an account in them , that the whole illand, 
except Methymna had declared in favor of the 
Mitylenians ; that the reinforcements he had 
received from thence, and our allies, enabled 
him to form two camps againft the city, one 
on the north, the other on the fouth fide* 
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and to block up their ports fo entirely, that 
no fuccours could arrive by fea. The belieged 
made a vigorous Tally , but were repulfed. 
Some arnbalTadors from Thebes and Sparta 
(he adds) had found means to get into the 
town , and encouraged the inhabitants to hold 
out with the hopes of a fpeedy relief. 

P. 


LETTER LXXIV. 

Gobryas to Cleander. 

r J . ' h y letters to Hydaspes on the Olympic 
games , and thy remarks on the general ap- 
pearance of the country , as thou halt found it 
on thy way to tftat celebrated folemnity, were 
highly entertaining to him, Megahyzus, and 
myfeif. For. thou halt difcovered in them a 
knowledge of the antiquities of Greece, fuperior 
to what one might reafonably expect from thy 
flay in it, and an elegance of talte which nature 
alone could give thee. The Great King was fo 
particularly entertained with the copies which 
he faw of them , that he has depofited them 
for his own perufal in the royal cabinet. He 
was pleafed to tell me, “they opened a new 
fcene to him ; that he had journeyed in fancy, 
u like a quiet and inoffenfive traveller, over a 
conliderable part of thofe territories, where 
<( his great father had formerly carried ruin 
u and defolation. ” Two of the Median lords, 
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whom Sac as accufed upon the rack, were 
conducted to Babylon by a detachment of 
Doryphori, under the command of Araspes. 
They underwent an examination of three hours 
in Megabyzus’s apartment ; but it was with 
difficulty we were able to extort any thing 
from them , and the teffimonials they gave of 
their behaviour have almoft convinced fome of 
the fupreme council, that no material reproach 
can be fixed upon their chafacfters. I confefs 
to thee , I am .rather willing to fufpend my 
fenliments, till the common accidents of time, 
and fuggeftions of prudence , have enabled us 
to fee further into this dark and intricate affair, ' 
It is hard to imagine , that a wretch , who died 
in torments, would lay the charge of fuch 
bloody purpofes to other than his real accom- 
plices; and I think the honor of a fatrap is a 
point fo tender, that it ought to be; free, not 
only from the imputation , but even the re- 
moteft fufpicion of guilt. I took the liberty 
to urge this once at a meeting of the minifters, 
when I perceived many fatraps were of a dif- 
ferent opinion. . For my own part , I have 
made the moft accurate inquiries over the pro- 
vince of Media , by means of feveral expert 
emiffaries, whom I fent thither; nor do I find 
among the inhabitants the leaf! inclination to 
revolt. What confirms me in it is, that the 
king has not long fince received a very loyal and 
dutiful addrefs from the people of that cduntry, 
prefented to him by the hands of their prin- 
cipal nobles , in which they exprefs their fenfe 
<of, his paternal care for the welfare of the Perfian 
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empire ; and congratulate him on the difcovery 
of the execrable treacheries ofSACAs, befeech- 
ing Oromasdes to fpread his guardian wing 
over the mighty Artaxerxes, the peculiar fa- 
vorite of Heaven , and the favorite of every 
nation whom the radiant Mithras furveys in 
his diurnal courfe. A few days ago I had in- 
telligence thatOxYATHREsis retired into Scythia. 
I am afraid he is far engaged in the eunuch’s 
confpiracy, and is fled, from a confcioufnefs 
of his criminal tranfa&ions. Art.«us infinuated 
to me, w r hen advice arrived of his departure, 
that it was probable , as that lord was def- 
cended from Phraortes , he might be the 
perfon defigned in the paflage transcribed by 
thee from one of Sacas’s letters to Perici.es. 

Cratippus has orders to fet out for Lace- 
daemon as foon as the campaign is over in 
Greece. 1 have given him particular inflruc- 
tions to examine, in the belt manner that he 
can, what information the people of that city 
receive from their new envoy refiding at this 
court, Nicander. The conferences which pafs 
between him and me are whimGcal enough ; 
for while I am endeavouring to find out what 
length his commiffion will fuffer him to go 
With us , and what is the meaning of his 
embafly, he is fiudious to anfwer me in fuch 
a way, as that, after the converfation is over, 
the refult of it lhall amount to nothing. Thou 
knoweft I am obliged by my office to recoiled 
the fubfiance of all interviews with foreign 
minifiers, in order to deliver them in a fpeech 
at the councilrtable ; and to be plain with you. 
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this Nicander fcarce gives me matter for a 
fpeech. In that cafe I can only tell the fatraps 
of the cabinet, how much I attempted to fay, 
and how little hewaspleafed to reply; fo that 
the moft conliderable part in the dialogue falls 
wholly to my lhare. 

The laft time I talked with him , I exerted 
myfelf greatly before him , and drew him out, 
by the mere violence of words , into fome 
warmth. As he is of a turn fome what lingular, 
I fancy thou wilt be entertained with a few 
traits of his manner in converttng. He ac- 
quainted me, “ that he is commanded by the 
Spartans to require a fleet of an hundred fail, 
“ with twenty thoufand land forces , from our 
monarch ; in return for which extraordinary 
**. alliftance , they offer their friendfhip, and a 
u promife to aid us with troops againft any 
“ rebellion in ./Egypt, or commotion in the 
“ provinces.” I told him, “that my royal 
u matter expettts from the republic of Sparta , 
“ terms of a more important nature , if he 
u vouchfafes to enter into a league with them: 
“ that Nicander could not but be fenfible there 
“ are two articles in the treaty called Cimon’s 
u peace, which the Perfians are defirous of 
** feeing annulled : and therefore we mutt inttft, 
u that the Lacedaemonians fhall never be re- 
conciled to Athens , unleft we -are allowed 
“ free navigation on the Grecian fe as, and 
4i our monarch be put in full pofleffion of the 
u colonies in Alia. ” He anfwered, “ As the 
“ Athenians were framers of that treaty , he 
“ thought they were refponJlble for the article* 
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“ in it ; and hoped fo unfeafonable a demand 
“ would not be a means ol' obltructing the 
“ alliance which he offered between Arta- 
“ xerxes and his native city:” adding, “that 
“ the cnipire of Perlia was like an \inwieldy 
“ body, which, whenever it iickened, might 
“ pollibly want relief from the influence of 
“ Lacedaemon. ” I again repeated what 1 faid’, 
and he determined to lend a courier for lrelh 
infinnftions immediately to Sparta. I then 
allied him the reafon, “Why the Pelopon- 
“ nelians , and particularly his own coun- 
“ trymen, who boaft of their great armies and 
“ extenlive power , have as yet contented 
“ themfelves in the management of their cam- 
“ paigns in Greece , with only ravaging .the 
“ barren foil of Attica? It feerns to- me (con- 
“ tinuedl) as if you made the bufinefs of war 
“ nothing more than mock-fkirniifh and amufe- 
“ ment. ” “ With us (anfvvered he) war is 

“ reft from our labors at home.” “But (faid 
“ I ) how comes it wifdom has fo damped your 
“ valor, as’tliat you will not dare to march 
“ up to the walls of Athens? Methinks , if I 
“ know the Spartans , they would willingly 
“ exercife their -courage in reality. Can fuch 
“ a people as this pretend to cope with the 
“ numerous nations of the Eafl ? ” “ Yes (re- 
“ plied he)- Thermopylae can prove it. ” “And 
“ what did Thermopylae prove, (returned I,) 
“ but the temerity of your leader? However, 
“ to be ferious with you, 1 believe you may 
“ have fome political reafons for not hazarding 
“ an attack upon Athens.- You \yill forgive me 
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** therefore, if I have purfued my raillery too 
<l far , and 1 withdraw my objection with 
u refpeCl to the conduct of your fellow-citizens.” 
u How? (anfwered Nicander with fome eager- 
** nefs;) but if the objection does not withdraw 
u itfelf, I am in no wife delirous to be fo far 
“ obliged to you : excufe me, if I am beholden 
“ to no one for the withdrawing of an objec- 
u tion, when 1 ain endeavouring to maintain 
“ an argument which may be fupported by 
<l reafon. ” I fmiled at his impatience , and 
he informed me afterwards, that Athens itfelf 
was a firo'ng place , and in dil'trefling her allies 
and tributary towns, ftie was fufficiently weak- 
ened by the Peloponnefian army. We then 
turned the converfation to foine other topics, 
which indeed brought him again into good- 
humor, but whereon he fpoke with a dif- 
agreeable brevity and referve. Upon the 
whole, Oleander , I forefee we fhall make 
no advantage of tliefe ernbaffies from the ftiff 
republic of Lacedaemon. Wouldlt thou know 
my opinion of the Spartans? It is this; they 
are a proud and fevere people. Let them thank 
Lycurcus , who has made them fo! Unlike 
the reft of the admired fages, who have given 
falutary laws to the world ; inftead of enlarg- 
ing the minds of an ignorant race, he has more 
effectually contracted them. Inftead of teaching 
them a little condefcenfion to others , they 
have learned only to fet a value upon them- 
felves.' Inftead of polifhing them into an eafe 
and benevolence of temper, he has reformed 
them out of it. And for the fake of avoiding 
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the refinements of luxury, he has introduced 
a negle# of that humanity in the lefTer offices 
of life, which adds fuch a relifti to the en- 
joyment of it. 

c. 


LETTER L X X V. 

Orsames to Oleander. From Heliopolis. 

I n a former letter from Thebes 9 % Oleander, 

I took notice to thee of the extravagant venera- 
tion paid by the ^Egyptians to feveral of their 
home-bred animals, which muft appear at firft 
fight exceedingly abfurd and ridiculous. It 
was my opinion, that the application of them, 
in their hieroglyphic imagery, to exprefs the 
nature and attributes of their gods , had ac- 
quired to them this extraordinary degree of 
facrednefs; and to palliate this fuperfiition, the 
priefts infinuate, that the worlhip afcribed to 
animals is purely relative , and ultimately di- 
re6ted to the divinities, of whom they are the 
fymbols. Now as many of their gods were 
probably men deified , I am led to think , 
that there, is a reference in thefe fymbols, as 
well to the qualities , actions , and remarkable 
endowments of thofe illultrious perfons , as to \ 
the nature and qualities of thofe lideral di- 
vinities, under which they were afterwards 

worfliipped. 

9< Letter xxxii. . . 
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^ worfhipped. A black ox, for example , the 
animal facred to l he fun , is the fyinbol of 
Osiris, becaufe Osiris, fay the prielts , is the 
fun , and the moon Isis : but as thofe deities, 
during their reign in .Egypt, were the firit 
who introduced agriculture, fo on that account 
likewife the ox and cow might become their 
fymbols. And for this caufe , they tell you , 
the foul of Osiris after his death retired into 
that animal, and chofe to dwell there rather 
than any where elfe ; becaufe the ox was the 
fymbol of agriculture. Hence the ox Mnevis 
or Menes, which is confecrated to the fun, 
came to be held in fuch veneration , and 
worfhipped here for a god , as the apis is at 
Memphis. And this reminds me of another 
reafon alledged for the worlhip of the facred 
animals, though indeed a very fabulous one,- 
taken from the mythological hiltory of Egypt; 
that the gods having beeiV once purfue;! by 
Typhon, concealed themfelves under the figures 
of different animals , which may perhaps mean 
no more, than that the celeltial gods come 
down fometimes to dwell in thofe fymbols 
which reprefent them. And without fome 
fuch interpretation their mythology concerning 
Osirisis ltrangely confufed and inexplicable, 
which makes him to the fun , and fuppofes 
that while his foul informs the body of an ox, 
it ftill refides in that luminary. Near akin to 
this is their dodtrine of tranfmigration , which 
may be another caufe of their paying regard to 
animals. For the Egyptians fay , they were 
the firfi who maintained that the foul of man 
i. 24 
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was immortal, and that after death it pafled 
fucceffively into the bodies of animals, terreftrial, 
aquatic, and aerial; whence it returns to ani- 
mate the body of a man , and finifhes this cir- 
cuit in three thoufand years. There is through 
the different parts of -digypt fo great diverfity 
in their modes of worfhip, that upon a flight 
examination one might be 'induced to think 
they differed entirely about their deities ; and 
that there was no one general fcheme of re- 
ligion in which they all agreed. And indeed 
their mythology, whatever it be in itfelf, feems 
very perplexed and intricate to one who is left 
to collect it from external ceremonies, popular 
cuftoms , and the dark hints which their priefts, 
like oracles, at times deliver with great referve 
and mylterioufnefs. Yet I am of opinion they 
do not fo much difient with regard to the deities 
themfelves, as to the fymbols, under which 
they .would reprefent their natures and attri- 
butes. For firft, I am certain that Isis and , 
Osiris are every where adored, though they 
are differently reprefented and the modes of 
their worfhip vary in different places. Neither 
do I think it improbable, but that the goat at 
Mendes receives divine honors on the fame 
account that the ox does here and at Memphis.* 
When the Mendelian goat is dead , there is the 
fame mourning throughout the whole nome, 
as they obferve upon the drowning of their 
facred ox at Memphis. The Mnevis , Apis , 
and Mendelian goat are held more facred than 
all the other animals of ALgypt , as if they had 
the influence of the god more immediately 
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refuting in them. The former two the priefts 
exprefsly declare to have in them the foul of 
Osiris , as they pretend the latter to be the 
god Pan. But as there are two oxen equally 
facred in their refpe<2ive places , it feems dif- 
ficult to underftand how the foul of Osiris 
Ihould have paffed into both at once. But this 
I take to have been the cafe ; when they 
deified their hero Menes, who is called Osiris, 
they confecrated him into a fidereal divinity, 
implying either, that his fpirit paffed into the 
fun, or that the foul of that luminary had 
refided in Osiris. The great lights of heaven 
Were doubtlefs the molt obvious of all vifible 
objeds to fill the minds of men with a religious 
reverence. And by thus grafting the worfhip 
of their deified heroes upon the mythology of 
the celeftial bodies , they found the likelieft 
method to divert the attention of fuch as were 
their neareft contemporaries from all thofe cir- 
cumftances in their lives , by which they might 
remember thofe gods to have been men like 
themfelves. But in order to fecure a more 
particular refperit in fucceeding ages to the 
perfon himfelf , who was confecrated as a god, 
and left the honor intended him might be 
fwallowed up in the worfhip of an original 
deity, I fuppofe thofe rites and myfteries were 
invented , which bear a particular allufion to 
the great events of his life, or that remarkable 
cataitrophe which put an end to it. And being 
received into the number of the gods , it was 
necefTary he Ihould be remembered by the 
particular relation he bore to ^Egypt. Thus I 
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fuppofe the hierophants introduced the worfhip 
of the facred ox as the god Osiris , led to it 
by the hieroglyphic imagery and their doctrine 
of tranfmigration; and tempered their impofiure 
to the genius of the vulgar, who are molt taken 
with the groflefi reprefentations. Osiris having 
reigned over all ./Egypt , and after his death 
being remembered as a tutelar deity, in which 
the whole country had an equal intereft, it is 
not to be wondered , if upon the divifion of 
the kingdoms the chief city , both of the 
Upper and Lower /Egypt , fhould claim his 
prefence among them. And it being en eftab- 
lifhed opinion , that without the living image 
of their god, the worlhip of it could not be 
rightly foiemnized, they both, while divided 
in their interefis, forming alfo a fchifm in their 
religion, fought out for themfelves their own 
facred ox ; and fo the foul of Osiris has ever 
fince continued to inform two different animals, 
though the priefis of the two cities are lince 
become more united in their interefis. But the 
vulgar, blinded with fuperftition , examine 
not into thefe things ; and the priefts treat this 
matter with their ulual fophiftry and collulion; 
though when hardly prefled by men of reafon 
and inquiry , they feem rather to maintain, 
that the god Osiris nianifefts himfelf in the 
facred ox , than that the facred ox is itfelf the 
god Osiris. 

This worlhip of Osiris I may call the po- 
pular religion of ./Egypt. What more recondite 
do<$rines are concealed under the myfteries of 
Isis, I am aot concerned in the prefeat fubje& 
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to inquire. Neither will I enter into a perplexed 
detail of their original deities , who are laid to 
have reigned in iEgypt. For the reign of thofe 
deities I take to mean the mundane revolution, 
which I fpoke of in a former letter 96 ; and it 
is remarkable that the time which they aferibe 
to the reign of all their gods , amounts exadly 
to the fame period of thirty-fix thou fund five 
hundred and twenty-five years. The reign 
therefore of the gods I conceive to imply, that 
the fun , moon , and (tars run their courfes 
thoufands of years before man was upon the 
earth. The names of thofe deities they con- 
found with their demi-gods and heroes. I 
have been fometimes of opinion , that by 
Vulcan they mean an eternal deity, for they 
commonly (peak of his reign as unlimited ; but ' 
his worfhip is not univerfal throughout ./Egypt. 
Their theology, in lhort , (as I have hinted 
elfewhere,) may be refolved into a fyftem of 
the world, and their Isis and Osiris, though 
generally taken for the fun and moon, which 
are fuppofed to contribute to the generation 
of all things , have moreover been acknow- 
ledged as deities through every part of nature, 
and confecrated over and over into different 
ftars and elements, as new difeoveries came to 
be made in the heavens, or any where elfo 
through the fyfiem of nature. About the fame 
time that the five intercalary days were added 
to their year, it is likely that the ^Egyptian 
afironomers had obferved the appearance of 

96 Letter xxv. 
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five new ftars on their horizon , of which their 
predeceffors had taken no notice. And upon 
this occafion they confecrated their Isis anew, 
with others of their deities , and fupjpofed her 
to rife in the dog-ftar. Orus , the Ion of Isis 
and Osiris , is generally made the laft of the 
gods who reigned in JEgypt Now Osiris is 
undeniably the firft of their kings, to whom 
any of their hifiories reach up. And their other 
gods , if they are to be referred to real beings, 
befides the feveral operations and powers of 
nature, there is good reafon to think, were 
Osiris’s immediate progenitors or contempo- 
raries. Such in general, Cleander, are the 
conje&ures I have been able to form upon 
the ^Egyptian mythology. Thou wilt con- 
fider it as a fubje# which a very fubtile body 
of men have made it their ftudy to perplex 
and render intricate. By the figure of a 
Sphinx in the avenues of their temples , they 
feem delignedly to imply , that the do<#rine 
of their gods is obfcure and enigmatical. 
Adieu* 

L. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Cleander to Hydaspes. 


Th o u mayeft think it extraordinary , after 
all I have heard of the wifdom of the Areo- 
pagus, that I never attended in any caufe be- 
fore that council till yefterday. And the caufe 
was indeed fuch a one , that I fhould have 
been curious to have heard the debate of it 
ia a court, however low in reputation; much 
more before perfons of the higheft, for the 
good fenfe and integrity of their judgments. 

In the laft great feaft of Bacchus , the 
folemnity of which draws a prodigious refort 
of Grangers from all parts of Greece, Aristo- 
phanes prefented a play , entitled The Baby- 
lonians, wherein Cleon was refle&ed upon 
in a manner that greatly incenfed him. He 
was the more offended at it, as it is the firft 
performance in which he has been publicly 
•ridiculed ; and having been courted and ad- 
mired , when he appeared at the head of an 
oppofition to Pericles, he is exceedingly im- 
patient of any fatire , which tends to hurt his 
popularity. As the comedy had been received 
with much applaufe , he determined it fhould 
be condemned upon legal reafons , 1 though 
it flood the tefi of a critical examination. 
Accordingly he delivered ift an account of 
the offence to the Areopagus , and accufed 
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the poet, as “guilty of defamation 97 , and 
€i one who expofed the citizens and the ftate 
“ to the derifion of foreigners. ” Towards the 
dulk of the evening , the judges were feated 
in the open air upon Mars’s hill The plaintiff 
and defendant were placed on the ftools of 
Injury and Innocence. Cleon opened with - 
great fpirit and impetuofity; and, notwithftand- 
ing the difguft which the people- in general 
exprefled at this attempt to deter the comic 
writers from that licentious buffoonery which 
entertains and flatters them, he fhowed himfelf 
fuperior to fuch murmurs , however affe&ed 
Jjy the (tings of wit. He faid, that he pr«- 
“ tended to no rhetoric; nor would it be proper, 

“ or even lawful , to exert it before this judi- 
€i cature, if he excelled at all in it: but that 
“ there was a natural eloquence accompanying 
“ the complaints of the injured, which, if it 
“ betrayed him into warm expreffions, might 
€i more eafily be excufed than controuled. He 
“ underftood, from the laws of Solon, that 
“ the republic had a tendernefs for the reputa- 
“ tion of private men , and allowed an adion 
u of flander; a (till greater for that of ma- 
4t giftrates, in whofe character its own dignity 
“ and welfare are concerned ; that it was ne- 
“ ceffary their character ihould be guarded by 
“ the fevercft laws in a democracy, becaufe 
“ they are fo very limited in the exercife of 


rr *7 Quo nomine dicam ill! fcripfit [fc. Cleon Amsto- 
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“ power. To fupply the defers of power, their 
* 6 authority ( which arifes from reputation ) 

44 mult of courfe be iteadily fupported. That 
€< it mattered not how far the fads alluded to 
in The Babylonians were true; it was to 
>44 beconfidered, whether the allufions carried 
44 an illegal reproach. That it became them 
44 to underhand the paflages which gave them 
44 offence, in the fame manner they were un- 
44 derltood in full theatre; thajt the talk of 
44 fcandal would be very eafy, if thefe pitiful 
44 tpols of it were given to know, that their 
44 pieces are to be taken in one fenfe by the 
44 audience, and in another by a court of juf- 
44 tice. This would be giving a fan&ion to 
44 evafions r by which the effe# of the laws 
44 may be either deltroyed or diininilhed. That 
44 he was extremely unwilling to lind fault 
44 with any diverfions which engaged the atten- 
44 tion of Greece , and raifed the glory of 
44 Athens ; but he confidered the contempt 
44 thrown on himfelf, the magiflrates, and the 
44 public meafures, to be much worfe in the 
44 feltivals , when there was fo general a con- 
44 courfe, than in fuch as were attended mere- 
44 ly by their own citizens. That it became 
44 every man who loved his country, to draw 
44 a veil over its weaknefs, its pulillanimity , 
44 or rafhnefs , and not to expofe before all 
44 Greece, in a fit of laughter, what they Ihould 
44 wifh to hide even from themfelves. He 
44 concluded with hoping , that thofe ma- 
44 giftrates would protect the commonwealth 
. ^.from the impudent licence of comedy, whet 
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“ are exprefsly forbidden by the laws to write 
“ a performance of that nature. ” 

When Cleon had done , Aristophanes 
was called upon to offer fomething in his own 
defence. 1 thought the aflurance of the man 
would not have defcrted him in any circum- 
liances ; but the occalion was too trying , and 
the place too foleinn. • He feemed much con- 
founded , and his adverfary called out to him, 
“ that he mult not think of impoling u]x>n this 
“ tribunal by his theatrical pleafantries; ’ which 
difiurbed him morel However, he recovered 
himfelf fo far as to fpeak to the following 
effetft: “That as the profecution, carried on 
“ by Cleon in this court, was fingular and 
“ new, though grounded on a law which had 
“ been Jong in force , he hoped the judges 
“ would conlider well the confequence of it, 
“ bel'ore they gave a determination. That no 
“ man knows what he does, when he makes a 
“ precedent; and if, by cenfuring him upon 
“ the complaint before them , they Ihould go 
“ contrary to the opinion of the excellent judges, 
“ who had reviewed and allowed his comedy* 
“ contrary to the avowed practice of the Itate, 
“ the poets would be uncertain , how far they 
M were fecure upon the llrength of the de- 
“ cifions made by thofe judges , the public 
“ feftivals would be deprived of a very con- 
iL fiderable ornament, and the vicious be equally 
u fafe with the virtuous from that ridicule, 
“ which had been found inllrumental to good 
Kt manners. That it was particularly the buhnefs 
“ of this court to watch the morals of the 
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** people ; but as they a&ed by certain rules, 
a and could only lay open offences actually 
“ committed within the letter or intention of 
u the law, there were feveral very blamable 
u parts of condu#, both above and below their 
** cognizance: that thefe equally belonged to 
“ the province of comedy ; and where the 
“ fword of the magiltrate could either not 
u reach , or not be fuitably applied , he ap- 
41 prehended the poet to be ttfeful. That he 
44 hoped the wifdom of that council would 
44 proted fuch, as were carrying on by effi- 
44 cacious , and, he conceived, legal means, 
44 the ends of their inftitution. That this way 
u of reforming was wonderfully agreeable to 
41 the people, and the nature of the govern- 
44 ment: that he feared more danger from the 
41 increafe of thofe diforders , which the free- 
44 dom of his pen had cenfured , than from 
“ the opinion the Greets might entertain of 
44 the ftate , by attending to the force of thofe 
u cenfures : that to be the firlt in difcovering 
and acknowledging one’s faults , is an argu- 
u ment of underftanding , as to be the laft in 
“ thefe important points , is an argument of 
u exceeding folly : but it was not ltrange that 
“ thofe fhould counfel others to hide their 
u errors from themfelves, who were fo uneafy 
u when their own are reproved. That he was 
“ extremely forry to have a conteft with one , 
■‘ who, in the time of Pericles, was, of all 
u the Athenians that honored his pieces with 
“ their prefence, the moft applauding fpe^ator.’' 1 
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I found the inclinations of the people, who 
attended thefe pleadings , not at all difpofed 
to favor Cleon; and the ftroke with which 
Aristophanes concluded, gave fo much pleafure, 
that it would have jfaifcd a general laugh againft 
him, were not that directly forbidden by the 
rules of the court. The complaint was ordered 
to be referved lor another hearing , and no 
judgment pronounced. It is thought, the affair 
will be dropped , and Cleon fatisfied with 
terrifying Aristophanes , and revenging him- 
felf by the feverity of his oration. The comic 
poet (wears by Thalia, the mufe of his art, 
that he will not fpare the currier in the next 
reprefentation at the leffer feaft of Bacchus. 

Hydaspes^ thou haft no notion of the fa- 
tirical fpecies of wit fo much admired in this 
country; and it is' a greater commendation to 
fay, thou w 7 anteft it, than that thou haft the 
reft at thy command. It is admired , becaufe 
it flatters the vanity of every private man to 
be entertained at the expenfe of his neighbours; 
and efpecially, becaufe it flatters the licence of 
a popular government to be entertained at the 
expenfe of its leaders. Little minds are fond 
of placing themfelves on a level with the great; 
for it they fall very much below thofe qualities 
which adorn them , they are perhaps fuperior 
to the foibles which debafe them. If this re- 
flexion on the weaknefs of great men, by proving 
that they are but men, could engage us to 
afpire to an imitation of their excellencies, it 
were indeed a very ufeful confequence; but I 
am afraid it makes us true to our own failings* 
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and inclines us to purfue comparative , not 
real goodnefs. Let me add, that as in con- 
fidering the portion of happinefs affigned us, 
we are apt to look upwards, and repine, if 
others have apparently more; fo in con fi dering 
our moral perfection , we are apt to look 
downwards, and are fatisfied, if others have 
apparently lefs; whereas, in both cafes, the 
reverfe is the right conduct. And were it fol- 
lowed, we Should endeavour to copy the befi 
models , inftead of being contented to avoid 
the worft. For this reafon it would be far 
better, if, as in the earliefi times, wit were 
exercifed in the panegyrics of Gods and heroes, 
to invite us to moral actions, by representing 
the moft perfect pattern, and not in Satire* 

. which delights only in pictures of deformity.. 
There would be lefs too of the difgult and 
melancholy, which fpeculutions on the dark 
fide of human nature occafion in the generality; 
above all, in themorofely virtuous , who form 
ideas of its corruptions worfe than its moft 
depraved condition will jufiify , or the very 
being of fociety admit. In a word, the virtue 
of every man would then be adjufted according 
to the exemplar given us in the characters of 
heroes, and the natural coilftitution of things, 
not meafured by the failings of thofe about 
him ; and the world might be refiored to its 
own good opinion* as well as to the favor of 
Oaomasdju. 

C. 

L 

» 
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LETTER L X X V 1 1. 

Cleandf.r to Gobryas. From Athens. 

Tho, wilt not be furprifed, that my cor- 
refpondence with Perlia hath been interrupted 
fince my departure from Olympia, when I 
tell thee the oceafion of it The morning after 
my arrival at ^Athens, a decree palfed the 
aiiembly of the people, that, in the prefent 
exigence of affairs , all the citizens , except 
the fecond order called Hippeis, (who only 
ferve on horfeback,) as well as the ftrangers 
refidingat Athens, lhould repair, without delay, 
on board the fleet Though I had fcarcely 
recovered the fatigue of the journey, and was 
fenlible that the accidents of the fea, and the 
uncertainty, of finding a conveyance for my 
letters, would be a hinderanee to the duties 
of my employment for foine months, yet I 
conlidered at the fame time, that an unwil- 
lingnefs to go would either raife a fufpicion 
of my real character, or betray a coolnefs in 
my affe&ion to the ft^te. Within a few days 
I prepared my military equipage, and complied 
with a very obliging offer of Philocles , to 
ferve as a volunteer on board the quadrireme, 
which he commanded. When the fleet, con- 
filting of a hundred gallies , of which Phormio 
was admiral, had received failing orders, and 
the wind fat fair to carry them out of the 
Piraeus , alinofl the whole city aflembled on 
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the fhofe to fee the ceremonies pra$ifed on 
fuch occafions , and take the lait leave of their 
friends and relations, who were repairing to 
their refpecSive fhips. Firli , lilence was pro- 
claimed by found of trumpet; the public herald 
repeated a folemn form of words , which 
contained vows to the gods for the fuccefs of 
the Athenian arms. When that was ended, 
the admiral and trierarchs of the fleet appeared 
on deck ; and after they had poured a libation 
to Neptune , drank in golden cups to the 
fortune of the voyage. Whilft a Paean was 
tinging , the whole fleet ranged themlelves in 
line of battle, ftruck their oars, and made the 
belt of their way out of the harbour, amidlt 
the acclamations of that vaft concourfe of fpec- 
tators. We proceeded for the coaft of Pelo-* 
ponnefus ; and after waiting in vain for the 
enemy’s fleet to come out, made defcents in 
feveral parts, and ravaged the country. We 
were informed by fome prifoners, that the 
allies had drawn together a fmall body of troops 
at Corinth , being much difappointed by the 
nneafinefs which feveral of their cities expreffed 
at the continuance of the war, and difpirited 
by the extraordinary armament which the Athe- 
nians had fitted out in fo fhort a time. As an 
attempt to demolifh the Corinthian fleet in port 
was looked upon as too hazardous , we corf* 
tented ourfelves in fhowing the fuperiority o£ 
our ftrength in the eyes of all Greece ; and on 
hearing the allies were retired into winter-, 
quarters, received orders to return. The ex- 
penfes of this year’s campaign , thpugh it . has, 
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been una&ive, have proved very burdenfom*- 
to the Athenians. Befides the fleet which 
cruifed about Peloponnefus, they had another 
of the fame force to guard their own coafis ; 
and have lately fent a reinforcement of 5 o Ihips 
to Clippides, under the command of Paches, 
with a fupply of 200 talents. They are in great 
hopes, that Mitylene will be obliged to fur- 
render before the beginning of next fummer , 
as it is now blocked up both by land and fea. 

The refolute and brave a&ion of two hundred 
and twenty Plateaus , is at prefent the general 
fubjetSl of converfation here. The fcarcity of 
provilion within the town, and the difficulty 
of throwing in relief from without, infpired 
a party of the garrifon with the bold defign of 
efcaping through the lines. They began with 
computing the height of the wall of circum- 
vallation, by exa&ly reckoning the number 
of the rows of bricks that compofed it. They 
next took advantage of a dark tempeltuous 
night , and fallied out of the town under the 
guidance of THiENETUs an augur, and Eupoe- 
pidas an officer, marching at fome diftance 
from each other, to prevent the clafhing of 
their armour. They applied the ladders to 
the intervals between the towers, two of which 
were immediately feized , and the centinels 
ffllled. A loofe tile that fell from the wall , 
gave an alarm to the Peloponnefian camp; 
but as the belieged made a feint fally on the 
other lide, and the darknefs of night and the- 
fiorm, which beat full in their faces, helped 
to iacreafe the confufi,oa, they durft not leave^ 

' their 
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their potts. In the mean time the feletft number, 
that hud made themfelves matters of the towers, 
fecured the paffiige tor the rett of' their com- 
pany, who, when they had mounted the firlt 
wall , changed the ladders , and came down 
on the other fide , where they drew them- 
lelves up to defend the detachment that were 
preparing to quit the towers. Whilft thefe 
laft were defcending, a body of referve be- 
longing to the befiegers carhe up with lights, 
and the w r hole Platean party had juft time to 
make their efcape. They retired by the way 
that lies towards Thebes, in order to deceive 
the Peloponnefians , who fent out detachments 
in purfuit of them on the road leading to 
Athens. When they were returned to the 
camp , the Plateans changed their courfe , and 
arrived fafely here. I have procured from one 
of them a plan of the fortifications of the city, 
and the works of the befiegers, which I fend 
enclofedin this packet, together with a journal 
of the expedition to the coatts of Peloponnefus 
drawn up by Philocles. 

The advantages which the Athenians have 
received from a war now advanced to the 
conclufion of its fourth year, are fo trifling, 
in coinparifon of the ambitious projects which 
they formed to themfelves at the beginning 
of it, and the infupportable burden of their 
annual expenfes , that feveral of the moft in- 
telligent and difinterefted citizens begin to 
think ferioufly of propofing terms for an ho- 
norable accommodation. But the party that 
delire the continuance of the quarrel, have 
1 . 25 
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a great influence over the minds of the ignorant 
multitude , and flatter them with hopes of 
aflitiance from feveral foreign princes, as Per- 
dicca.s king of Macedon, Sitaeces, and our 
potent monarch. The head of this faction , 
Ceeon , has lately received a difgrace , under 
which nothing but his matchlefs aflurance could 
fupport him. He had taken a bribe of five 
talents from forne tributary iflands, to obtain 
for them a diminution of the taxes which they 
pay to this Itate. The bargain by fome means 
or another got air, and the Hippeis (or knights) 
brought a charge of corruption againfi him , in 
the name of their order, before the Areo- 
pagus. The accufation was clearly made out, 
and he was obliged to refund the talents. La- 
machus, a young man, is lately elected one 
of the ten generals by Cleon’s mterelt, who 
carried his point in fo high a manner, that it 
gave lingular offence. The oppofite party have 
engaged Aristophanes , the comic poet , to 
write a play , which is intended to prepare 
the minds of the people for overtures of peace, 
by fetting forth the detriment that the war 
occalions to the common interelt 9 f Greece, 
the miferies it has brought upon Athens, and 
the views of their orators and generals , who 
delire to prolong it. Neither the memory of 
Pericles , nor the characters of the prefent 
adminiltration , will be fpared in the piece , 
which is to be performed at the next fealts of 
Bacchus. 

1 cannot pretend to determine , whether - 
the reprefentatiojj, of this comedy will have • 
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that effe# upon the minds of the people, which 
fome expe6t from it. It has been long obferved 
of the Athenians , that though they fee even 
with pleafure their greateft rninifters accufed 
upon the ftage of the grofTefi enormities, and 
vilified with the fevereft fatire , and permit 
the fables of their deities to be expofed with 
all the licentioufnefs of a fcurrilous buffoon, 
wit ; yet neither i$ the management of their 
affairs taken from the former , nor a grain 
of incenfe lefs offered upon the altars of the 
latter. Farewel. 

P. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 

Cratippus to Oleander. 

There is no part of my inftru<Sions , that I 
obey with fo much private fatisfa<ftion , as that 
relating to my correfpondence with thee. From 
hence I not only forefee the greateft advantage 
to our mafter’s fervice, but I promife, myfelf 
the molt valuable improvements from the com- 
munication of thy fagacity and experience, and 
perhaps, fhould I be found not unworthy, 
a friendfhip, which will be the honor of my 
future life. 

When the council of the Great King, ob- 
ferving the new light that was thrown upon 
the affairs of Greece by every difpatch of thine 
from Athens, had determined to place an agent 
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alfo at Sparta , my patron Gobkyas caff his 
eyes upon me for that employment. He con- 
fidered , that the misfortunes of my family 
would be a proper recommendation of me here. 
We fell with the ariliocracy , and were obliged 
to leave Bhodes, when the popular faction 
prevailed , and made an alliance w ith Athens. 
My two brothers have ever linee taken up 
their refidence on the oppofite coalt of Caria, 
waiting for fome turn of affairs in our favor. 
And thou knowelt , thofe of our principles 
throughout all Greece, place their only hope 
in the fuccefs of the Peloponnelian arms. 

As foon as I arrived, I waited upon Bra- 
sidas, a young officer of reputation, and pre- 
sented to him the token from my brother 
Theron his holt. He received it very cor- 
dially , and exprelfed his fatisfa$ion at this 
opportunity of returning the good offices done 
him, while the galley he commanded lay in 
the port of Caunus. I told him, that, driven 
from my own country', I had made the tour 
of Greece and Alia , and had even feen the 
court of the Great King; but that, tired with 
wandering, I was determined to fix at laft in 
this feat of fecurity and virtue, where valor 
and difeipline repel all dangers from without, 
and an uniform obedience to the belt laws pre- 
vents the more fatal evils from within. He 
replied with a finile , that a tafte ofSufa was 
* by no means a preparation for a Spartan diet; 
Tut that he would obtain a licence from the 
Proxeni for my ftay in the city, and would 
propofe ine for a member to the little focicty, 
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Where he daily eat his frugal meal. I thanked 
him, and added , that I might perhaps not 
he altogether unworthy fome favor from the 
hate , as 1 was thoroughly informed of the 
condition of the Rhodian marine, a point iny 
countrymen were fo jealous of , and which 
might he a difeovery of confequence in the 
prefent war. 

The whole city is at prefent taken up with 
the funeral of Archidamus. It is indeed a molt 
folemn ceremony; as if this people intended , 
by fo much refpe# paid to their dead princes , 
to make amends for the fmall fhare of regal 
pomp and authority they allow them when 
living. To his character thou art no ltrans[er. 

He w as the holt of thy friend Pericles. Tliefe 
two 'great men were fufpetfted and traduced 
for meafures, which the event proved to he 
wife arid honelt ; and they moft effectually 
diltrelfed each other by thofe very counfels 
which were branded w'ith the name of col- 
lulion and treachery'. ^ et Hill the memory of 
Archidamus is purfued with reproaches; and 
a prudent and glorious adminiftration of more 
than forty years , cannot make amends for his 
unwillingnefs to enter fuddenly into a def- 
perate war, and his forbearing a while to pulh 
the enemy in fuch a manner , as would render 
all terms of accommodation impoffible. This 
furious fpirit is kept up in the republic by the 
Ephore Sthenelaidas ; he , whofe violent * 
oration prevailed over all the king’s reafons, 
and hurried the alfembly into a vote , that 
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the treaties were broken on the part of 
Athens. 

From the imperfect furvey of things I have 
yet been able to take, I mult not pretend to 
determine the queftion about this war, how 
far Sparta was interefied in the quarrel of her 
Corinthian allies; or what credit Ihe might 
give to the Athenians’ offer of fatisfadion. 
But of this I am convinced , it will ever be 
my duty to add fuel to this flame , and to 
attach myfelf to the party which declares 
againft all overtures of peace. While their 
difputes continue, (which we Ihould wilh for 
in the firfi place,) the general force of Greece 
is daily growing weaker. And Ihould even one 
of the powers prevail , and put an end to the 
war by the ruin of its rival, that very fuccefs 
would turn the thoughts of the conqueror 
upon tyrannizing over Europe; nor would he 
quit that near and tempting profpe#, for the 
difiant view of empty glory in the fields of 
Afia. Adieu. 

From Sparta. W. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
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« 

Cleander to Orsames. 


S*nce I read over the writings of the Grecian 
poets, noble friend, I have often thought it 
might be a very improving, as well as plealing 
fpeculation, to inquire into the caufe and origin 
of fables in the world ; how the powers of 
nature and the human paflions were firft alle- 
gorized ; and in what manner the plain facets 
of ancient hiftory came to be mixed with the 
ornaments of a poetic imagination. After 
having made fome fearch into the fubjetft, at 
leali fo far as might enable me to converfe 
upon it , I went one day into the Lyceum , 
and fell accidentally into difcourfe with Ctesi- 
phon , a learned fophift. He told me , he 
fhould be very proud to inftru# an inquifitive 
ftranger in a point , which he himfelf had fo 
thoroughly confidered: but I mult entreat you, 
faid he , not to difcover to any one thofe fen- 
timenls which I fhall lay before you, left fome 
malicious perfon fhould accufe me of fpeaking 
againft the gods of my country, and cite me 
to appear before the court of Areopagus. I 
allured him of my inviolable fecrecy , and then 
he entered on the matter without further 
apology. You know, faid he , that the Ealtem 
parts of the world are thought to havcf been 
much fooner peopled than the climates of the 
Weft. The Greeks therefore lived for many 
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years in a ftate of ignorance and rudenefs, while * 
other regions enjoyed the ornaments as well as 
the conveniencies of life. . Their diet was of 
the wild herbs of the field ; their clothing of 
leaves ; and the caverns , which were formed 
by the hand of nature in uncultivated moun- 
tains, were their places of habitation. The 
colonilts, who mixed with them from ./Egypt 
and Phoenicia , endeavoured to temper the fa- 
vagenefs of the nation : and by communicating 
their cuftoms to them, infenhlily formed them 
to the politer arts of humanity. They taught 
them to ftrip the wool from the Ikins of ani- 
mals , and to cure it for ufe. The knowledge 
of buildings and agriculture, when firft revealed 
to them , was efteetned of fo excellent and ne- 
ceflary a nature, that the gratitude which they 
owed to their benefactors, very naturally broke 
out into expreffions of adoration. They re- 
garded them as fent from heaven for the be- 
nefit of mortals , and adopted them after death 
among their deities. Hence arofe the gods of 
the Greeks; and their Orpheus, Apollo, and 
Hermes, (who is the fame with the Thoth or 
Mercury of Egypt,) take their rife from the 
laws and manners which they gave to a bar- 
barous and rough race. And to fay the truth, 
Cleander , fuch improvements as thefe might 
well demand the admiration, of mankind in 
the dawnings of fcience , which are the prin- 
cipal fupports of health and focial felicity in 
more illuminated ages. Your account is cer- 
tainly a very fai^one, anfwered I, and what 
I lhail readily acqniefce in. But methinks the 
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H:raft of thefe wife men concurred with the 
ignorance of thefe favages in the advancement 
of fable. For the firlt lawgivers and reformers 
of mankind, the better to claim rcfpeCi from 
their countrymen and kindred, were ambitious 
to be thought defeended from the gods, and to 
have had frequent interviews with them of 
lingular importance. Yes, replied he, a di- 
vine million firikes immediately with awe, and 
inclines us to implicit reverence ahd belief. 
The prielts too were careful to contend with 
one another in railing altars to the memory of 
a new hero , and vamping up religious cere^ 
monies to be performed in his honor. They 
bulied themfelves in writing whole volumes of 
labies ; and he, who had the belt invention, 
generally bore away the approbation of the 
multitude to his fhrine, as well as the gainful 
applaufe of the more wealthy. Belides, before 
the ufe of letters and writing came amonglt us, 
the remembrance of great and illultrious actions 
depended only on a fort of family or national 
tradition. Sometimes indeed they raifed a mo- 
nument with an uncouth reprefentation en- 
graven on it, of the thing which gave occalion 
to the erecting it ; and perhaps now' and then 
an irregular long was tuned to the praifes of 
a celebrated conqueror. Undoubtedly, re- 
turned I , tradition is a fatal enemy to truth. 
One may fuppofe, for inltance , that in order 
to imprint a liory more effectually on the minds 
of children and lirangers , a man z.ealous for 
the reputation of his anceliors might frequently 
intermix the marvellous with the probable ; 
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and when he was warmed by difcourfe, might 
indulge himfelf in Tome flights of fancy, which 
he little thought contagious enough to infe& 
the hiftories of after-times. Yet fo it has proved, 
faid the fophift ; conlider only the lying rela- 
tions of travellers, and you will foon be brought 
to affert what you fuppofe. The fi&ions of 
thefe have palfed , like the family traditions you 
fpeak of, for truth , and are adopted into our 
accounts of the early ages. At prefent , indeed, 
we are aware of fuch counterfeits, and though 
we hear out their tales with patience, we dif- 
dain to receive them with credulity. No man 
of fenfe converges now -a- days with one who 
has been a tedious voyage , w ithout making 
fome grains of allowance lor the embellifhments 
which fuch perfons are too apt to give to their 
narration. To be ferious , it is very difficult 
for one , who is fure of not being contradicted, 
to refill a Itrong inclination to tell wonders. 
Did not a traveller come back full fraught with 
extraordinary curiofities , his friends w r ould 
laugh at him for pretending to have made the 
tour of foreign countries ; and he would ap- 
pear at once uninformed and ridiculous. Sen- 
lible, therefore, that he is permitted to enlarge 
and improve as he pleafes, he thinks it becomes 
him to relate one ftory alter another in fuch a 
manner, as each lhall amaze you, without 
giving you a moments paufe to queftion him 
upon any. Should we commend the imagina- 
tion of a poet or a painter , if they made no 
ufe of that general licence which is granted 
them , of inventing what they pleafe , and 
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adorning thofe inventions with all the lively 
images of fancy ? It is their office , you know, 
rather to arnufe than inltru$ ; and not content 
with forgivenefs for endeavouring to deceive 
us , they demand applaufe for deceiving in- 
genioufly. In this refpetft , Ctesiphon , (in- 
terrupted I,) you are in the right to lie candid 
to the poets; but methinks no excufe is fuffi- 
cient for the travellers. They have received 
indeed, as you intimate, a kind of licence for 
lying ; but it is a privilege more allowed them 
from courtefy and prefcription , than from the 
motives of reafon and good fenfe. In my 
opinion , no quarter Ihould be given to thofe, 
who , by forging Itrange things of the nations 
they have paffed through , mifreprefent one 
half of mankind to the other ; and inftead of 
eradicating the popular felfilhnefs and little 
prejudices of their countrymen, ferve only to 
confirm and increafe them. Such as thefe 
may be faid to fow the feeds of divilion among 
. the inhabitants of the earth , and to banilh the 
great principle of univerfal benevolence from 
the world. Let us return to the poets. To 
relate a fa# w r ith fimplicity, is not fo peculiarly 
their province , as to relate it with ornament. 
The poetic didion mult necefiarily be raifed to 
cliftinguilh it from the calmnefs of profe writings. 

A certain fpirit of enthufiafm ought to diffufe 
a complexion of fupernatural inspiration over 
their compolitions, which would appear frantic 
in a plain commentary or annal. With them . 
every fhepherdefs is a nymph or Naiad ; every 
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huntrels a Diana ; every beauty a Venus. 
True, (anfwered he,) and the language of 
poetry would be nothing without it. How 
could we relifh the Iliad or Odyffey of our 
admired Homer, without the divine machine- 
ry introduced there , and the mixture of 
thof’e interciiing fables which he has wove 

• . V 

into his poems '{ Do you not think the in- 
valion of Greece by Xerxes, when he fvvept 
acrofs the globe with millions in his train , 
a more wonderful ltory in every part of it , 
than the war of Troy would appear to us, 
when fiript of its poetical apparel ? In a word, 
the impatient fon of Peleus is obliged to 
Homer for his immortality ; and the lame of 
that ancient liege is more owing to the warm 
imagination of the poet, than to any hiftorical 
accounts that have been tranfmitted to us of it.' 
None of thefe represent it in hall fo confi- 
derable a light. An hiltorian would tell us 
limply, that Hector was a brave man: the 
poet informs us , he has Mars for his com- 
panion. Is Ulysses thipwrecked? It is faid, 
that Neptune is angry, with him; and the 
wifdoin of the fame hero is attributed to the 
infpiration of MinerVa. • Thus the Greeks, in 
imitation of the Phoenicians and ^Egyptians , 
have filled their hiltory with mythology. The 
ground of the fable is real , while the orna- 
ments are feigned; and the truth of antiquity 
is deformed by the ignorance of the people , 
the artifice of the priefis , and the genius of 
the poets. Painters and fculptors have con- 
tributed not a little to fupport the credit of 
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fabulous fiories ; and a Satyr, or a Fawn, a 
Syren, or a Centaur, is often indebted for its 
fpurious exigence to an elegant liatue or a line 
painting. And here, added 1, let us not forget 
the theatres of Athens. They are founded 
upon fiction , and fubfift by the reception 
which it meets with. The poet feigns eon- 
verfations and actions in the dramatic way. 
His plot is taken from fome fable. It is fet, 
as it were, in motion before our eyes; and if 
the representation is performed with plau- 
(ibility, we alinolt begin to think the tale not 
impohible in reality. Beyond difpute (con- 
tinued he ) the fiage may he called the kingdom 
of mythology. It reigns there protect'd by 
the fuperltition of the people , and is en- 
couraged by all the arts of national profufion. 
But there has not been a more plentiful fource 
of fable than the ignorance of. the firlt ages in 
philofophy. From thence anfe inanv of their 
agronomical fables and fanciful reprefentations 
of the powers of nature ; for curiofity leads 
men to inquire into the caufes of extraordinary 
efl’etSs; and if the true explications are wanting, 
imaginary ones take their place. Each river 
and fountain is fuppofed to have a guardian 
deity ; ^/Eolus is made ruler of the winds ; 
Iris, or the rainbow, is appointed melfenger 
to the gods; the fun and moon are worlhipped 
under the names of Apollo and Cynthia , 
and eclipfes are faid to be owing to the loves 
of Endymion and Diana. Thus, faid he, 
there is nothing fo abfurd but the creating 
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power of a poet can command it. But furely 
one may account for their allegorizing all 
phyfical events , from tile natural temper of 
mankind. Thefe events of theinfelves being 
extraordinary , are a good foundation for a 
poetical fancy to work upon ; arid we are 
more pleafed with a fable that conveys a Signi- 
ficant meaning, than with one which engages 
our admiration without Satisfying the under- 
ftanding. In this manner the poets chufe to 
blend utility with entertainment , to amufe us 
with fuch fiories as are raifed upon infinitive 
truths. And I believe we may confider it as 
a general clue to all the intricacies of mytho- 
logy, that moft of its fables are built, either 
on the ations of hiftory, or the operations of 
nature ; on the principles of civil policy, or 
the maxims of morality. 

Our fophili w r as now interrupted by fome 
other pupil ; but as I went away from him r 
he told me he would be glad of my company 
once more in the Lyceum , for that the fubje# 
of fables was by no means exhaulted. 

From Athens. C. 
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LETTER L X X X. 

Oleander to Orsames. 

A few days after my former vifit to the 
Lyceum I returned thither, and at a difiance 
faw Ctesjphon engaged in earneft converfation 
with one of his followers. As foon as he per- 
ceived me , he left his difciple , and ran up to 
meet me. I have juft been infirudling a young 
man, faid he, in the beneficent nature of the 
gods and the firft principles. of juftice. I found 
his mind corrupted with every popular pre- 
judice , and unhappily immerfed in all the 
wild extravagancies of fable. He was pleafed, 
that his follies were patronized in the cha- 
ra#er of fome ancient hero , and vindicated 
his own vices from the example of Jupiter. 
It is really incredible to obferve , what early 
havoc fuperftition makes in the government 
and oeconomy of human nature ; and perhaps 
it might admit of fome difpute r whether the 
dilbelief of a Providence , or the abfurd ro- 
mances of fuperftition , have been moft fatal 
to mankind. If the one difowns the exiftence 
of fuperior beings , the other confeffes fo many 
foolifh and arbitrary tyrants: if the former gives 
a loofe to the paffions , the latter debafes and 
enllaves the reafon. Every day’s experience 
convinces me of this truth ; and I can no 
longer wonder at the ignorance and grofs cre- 
dulity of the .firft ages , when I meet vyith fuch, 
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unaccountable infiances of both in the days 
oi' knowledge and improvement. But let us 
apply more clofcly to our fubjccl. 

The lait thin" vve took notice of the other 

• C* 4 r * 

day was , that the poets for the moft part 
founded their fables, not only on fome facS 
in liiltory , or phenomenon in nature , but on 
the fentiments of civil policy and the maxims 
of morality. For; my own part, I am fo 
thoroughly perfuaded of this, continued Ctesi- 
phon , that the notion can never be wrefted 
from my mind by any plaulibility of wit, or 
force of rea foiling. When we are told, that, 
after the expullion of the giants from heaven , 
Fame fprang from the earth as their youngelt 
filier, can we apply it to any thing but to 
the feditious murmurs which ufually fucceed 
an infurrection ? Or from the ftory of Cas- 
sandra do we not immediately collet! the 
fruitlelfnefs of untimely counlels? As fhe dis- 
dained to fubmit herfelf to the defires of 
. Apollo, the god of harmony, in like* manner 
fuch advifers, too proud of their own wifdom 
and dexterity , disregard the occafions to fpeak 
and to be blent , the difference between vulgar 
and judicious ears, and the grace and gravity 
of difcourfe. Thus let their judgments be ever 
fo profound, they fail of tl icir purpofe ; and 
rather accelerate than prevent the ruin of tlieir 
friends. — The thought ,< anfwered I, is in- 
genious; 1 may add, perhaps, refined: and 
to be plain with you, onecanriot but obferve, 
that if the priefis and bards : of antiquity in- 
tended by each , of their fables to convey fome 
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exquiGte indru&ionto the minds of their fcho- 
lars, they took a great deal of pains to exprefs 
with obfcurity, and in a large compafs of 
words , what they might have delivered in 
fewer terms with more eafe and perfpicuity. 
Befides , you fcarcely allow', that they ever 
invented a fable merely for the fake of giving 
play to the imagination. And fo , according 
to your thoughts of the matter, we mud fup- 
pofe the neceffitous and wandering ’A oiSoi of 
antiquity intruded with all the arcana of re- 
ligion , acquainted with the arts of princes , 
and to have made themfelves mafters of the 
ieveral myfieries of government. — The learn- 
ing of the world at that time , replied Ctesi- 
phon , lay in few hands; and the ’a ouioi, whom 
you fpeak of, had certainly the larged fhare 
of it. Their travels to the courts of petty lords 
( of whom there w'ere many in thofe days ) and 
to the towns which were then in high eft re- 
pute through Greece , furnithed them with a 
more conGderable knowledge of the manners 
of various nations , and their opinions in re- 
ligion and politics , than any other inhabitants 
of the country. Homer, you know, is re- 
ported to have converfed with Lvcurgus; and 
they fay , that , in forming the Spartan date , 
the fevere lawgiver paid a peculiar deference 
to the fentiments of the fanciful poet. With 
refpe# to their tales, to me it feems more 
reafonable to imagine, that thefe Ao/<&>< always 
conceal fome fubjetft of improvement under 
the mafk of fable. It was the fafhion of the 
j. a6 
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^Egyptians to utter themfelves in parables and 
dark fayings. The Greeks have derived the 
fame cuftom from their teachers ; and you 
know it has been conliantly looked upon as 
part of the wifdom of antiquity. But the in- 
vention of romance for the fake of romance, 
could only be an argument of folly. As to 
your obje&ion to the ufe of allegory , I can 
in no fort admit it. A foyl fo aptly prepared 
for inftrudion as yours , Clean der , would 
chufe the nearefi way to it. But how few 
are there, alas! who have the fame difpofi- 
tion to receive it ? A plain truth cannot offend 
you : were it moulded and foftened to your 
inclination , you would think it an affront to 
your underftanding; and you have no fooner 
marked out an error in your condu#, than 
you reform it. I befeech you not to judge of 
the reft of mankind by the temper of your own 
mind. Allegory is a proper and familiar way 
of bringing thofe to reafon who cannot bear 
a downright reproof. It fweetens the bitter 
draught of inftru<ftion ; it carries nothing that 
is auftere or difgufting along with it; and the 
impreflion which it leaves, though gently and 
gradually made , is neverthelefs lafting. Al- 
legory is the varnilh of truth ; and while it 
takes away nothing from the itrength of it, 
adds a glofs and beauty to it, agreeable to all, 
and inviting to many. I am convinced , faid 
I, Ctesiphon, by your argument; and the 
encomium which you paffed upon my tdmper 
in the courfe of it, is the only inftance where' 
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vour judgment can be called in queftion. But 
I intreat you to go on. 

Another fource of mythology, added Ctesi- 
phon , has been an ignorance in languages , 
efpecially the Phoenician; and this I am very 
well allured of, from my own knowledge of 
that tongue. It is natural to imagine , that the 
language of the colonies , which came from 
Phoenicia into Greece, would mix itfelf in 
procefs of time with the original language of 
the country ; and as it abounds with equivocal 
words and phrafes, whenever the Greeks met 
with them in the Phoenician hiltories , they > 
thought themfelves at liberty of explain them 
agreeably to their own humor. An example 
or two will fuffice to maintain my ohfervation. 
The word Nahhafeh imports equally a keeper, 
or a dragon. Hence the tale of the golden fleece, 
and the garden of the Hefperides. From Alpha 
or Ilpha, lignifying alike a bull or a Ihip, they 
framed the itory of Europa’s being carried off 
by Jupiter transformed into a bull , inftead of 
faying , more confidently with the accidents 
of common life , that Ihe was conveyed in &' 
ihip to Crete. By the affiltance of languages 
one may trace the origin of thofe ^Egyptian and 
Phoenician fables , that have been deformed 
and varied by the Greeks , with a view to 
prove, that the rife of all was among them, 
and that they received neither their deities 
nor great men from any other people. This 
arifes from their national pride, in pretending 
to be Avrojtfovtf , or Aborigines , of the country. 

The tale of Europa, which you juft men- 
tioned, anfwered I, puts me in mind of another 
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fource of fable , ridiculous perhaps and whim- 
lical, but not yet touched upon; I mean a re- 
gard for the reputation of feverai matrons and 
princefles of antiquity. As it was impoffible 
their chaltity fhould ever be violated by human 
means, or the allurements of the faireft mortals, 
forne god mult have forced them to a com- 
pliance with his vvilhes; and thus the foft gal- 
lantries of the lover were imputed to the ar- 
bitrary injunctions of a deity. 

After all, concluded the fophift, we mult 
look for the chief caufe of fable in vanity, 
the prevailing foible ofmankind. Our anceltors, 
unable to follow plain nature , abfurdly en- 
deavoured to exceed it. For defigning to 
raife their own characters to fame , or propofe 
their own lives as the patterns for imitation , 
they defcribed them with all the marvels of 
poetry and fancy. Strange fondnefs for fi&ion! 
that could make them afpire to a reputation 
of extravagance , unjultly called heroifm, and 
fet themfelves for an example in fuch a&ions 
as are above the capacity of a man. How dif- 
ferent is the behaviour of unaffeCted virtue! 
She difdains the gay ornaments of fi&ion, and 
borrows no luffre but from her own intrinfic 
excellence. Her views are not like thofe of 
the romantically ambitious, dependent on falfe 
glory , and the blaft of popular applaufe. 
She teaches us to recommend our aCtions to 
the efteem and admiration of pofierity, unmixed 
with fuch fantaltic falfhoods , as may be 
thought juftly pn allay to their merit. 
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Cleander to Megabyzus. From Athens. 

T . ... 

hy five thoufand darics 98 , noble fatrap, 
are fo far from creating me a difagreeable em- 
ployment, that they give me occafion to im- 
. prove and indulge my tafte among thofe cu- 
riofities which thou defiredft me to procure, 
and at the fame time are of fervice to me in 
my minifierial capacity , by introducing me to 
the acquaintance of many confiderable perfons, 
and advancing me to a character which the 
greateft men here are fond of, that of a lover 
and judge of thofe elegancies. Were my fellow- 
laborer Cratippus to undertake fuch a com- 
million, he would at once lofe all the intereft 
his fingular addrefs lias procured him in the 
Lacedaemonian adminiftration ; nay, it were 
well if he did not get himfelf expelled from 
that little community , where he daily fups 
black broth for his m afters fervice , and out- 
does the native Spartans in bitternefs againft 
the Athenian politenefis and Afiatic magni- 
ficence. But here whatever tends to improve 
or adorn life , has its fhare of reputation. 
The pencil of my countryman Parrhasius has 

98 . See Letter xxac. 
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obtained for him the right of citizenfhip ; and 
Phidias’s (kill in ttatuaiy and architedure raifed 
him fo high in the ttate, that he was treated 
like a public *minifier , and impeached before 
' the people. But thou wilt not wonder at any 
marks of diftindion fhown to artilis in this 
city, after thy adventure with Zeuxis at Epliefus, 
if thou recoiled eft with how ftately an air he 
received thy vifit, and , arnidlt all the pomp 
and attendance of a Perlian viceroy , how 
freely he reproved thy Jalfe criticifnis on his 
works To thofe very reproofs is perhaps 
in fome meafure owing the admirable talte 
thou now art matter of; and which , .joined 
to that liberality , which equally dittinguilhes 
thee, will ettablifh a fchool of elegance in the 
Eafi , and convert our affedation of the cottly 
and unnatural into a love of what is great and 
fimple. My lituation enables me to affift this 
noble defign ; and it is with the greatett plea- 
fure I give thee a proof of my attention to it, 
by the following lilt of what 1 have colleded. 

The two figures of Delian brafs are of 
Polycletus IO °. In one he Ihows all the fo ft 
beauties of a delicate youth ; in the other, the 
manly grace and ft rong mufcling of a body 
trained to arms. Thou wilt be apt in the 
latter to charge the fculptor with extravagance ; 

, . * 

99 The common {lory of Alexander and Apelles is 
by Aeuan. Var. Hift. lib. ii. cap. 2. told of Mecabyzca 
and Zeuxis. 

100 Polycletus Diadumenum fecit mollifer juvenem 6c 
Doryphorum viriliter puerom. Pun. xxxiv. § 19. 
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but the exercifes confiantly pracftifed in Greece, 
give a fhapc to parts , very different from that 
of the lefs active nations. 

Molt of the HfiRMiE lo1 , thou wilt obferve, 
have the fame turn of countenance. That di- 

t 

vine fweetnefs is not the mere idea of the artilt; 
the hint is taken from Alcibiades LOi , the molt 
beautiful youth in Athens. The Cupid holding 
a thunderbolt , which is alfo his portrait , f 
cannot but look upon as fomething prophetic, 
as a kind of expreilion of that reputation and 
authority which his charming perfon and molt 
engaging behaviour are likely one day to pro- 
cure him among his citizens. 

It was with difficulty I got the Tea-piece of 
Androbius 103 from the family whofe ancelior 
is the hero of it. The intrepidity* and eager- 
nefs which appear in the face and action of 
Scyllis , as he fwims towards the Perlian 
galleys, whofe cables he cut in the bad weather 
before the battle of Arterniliurn, are wonder- 
fully expreffed. Great minilter , let not the 
fubjecft offend thee ; we love not our country 
the lefs , when we admire the virtue of an 
enemy ; and a work of art like this lent into 
Aha, whatever be the Itory, I conlider among 
the fpoils o£ Greece. 


101 Athenienfes illos Hermas Algibiadis ad corpori* 
(unilitudinem fabricates. Arnos, adverfus gentes, lib. vi* 

102 De cupidine fulmen tenente id affirinatur, Alcibia- 
dem etfe principem forma in ea aetate. Plin. lib. xx&vi. 5 4. 

io ^ Androbius pirixit Scyilin ancora* Periicw clai^j 
pjaccidentem. Pun. lib. xxxv> 5) 
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The victory of our troops over the ./Egyp- 
tian rebels 104 is, however , a more agreeable 
piece. The painter, to Ihow it happened upon 
the Nile, has introduced a crocodile feizing 
an afs upon the bank , and enriched the land- 
fcape with a Sphinx and a Pyramid. 

Every malter, thou wilt imagine, was am- 
bitious to fucceed in the reprefentation of Pe- 
ricles I0< . To help the want of proportion in 
his head, and yet not quite lofe fo Itriking a 
particularity, they generally covered it with an 
helmet. He was otherwife a molt graceful 
figure ; and Ctesjeaus 106 has done him that 
jultice, that in this Itatue every fpedtator agrees 
he is truly Olympian. The ruler of Alliens, 
the arbiter of Greece , the orator, the general, 
the fiatefman, all appear in his look and atti- 
tude. Ctesilaus indeed has the peculiar art 
of improving every charm , and adding dignity 
to the nobleft fubjetfts. 

After furveying this elegant portrait, what 
wilt thou think of the fame great perfon, ex- 
pofed in the ridiculous draughts of a painter in 
Cleon’s pay, his only deformity aggravated, 
and every feature debafed? Through all this 

t 

IO * Cum pralium navale Aegyptiorum & Perfarum. pin- 
xiflet , quod in Nilo, cujus aqua eft mari fimilis, fartum 
volebat intelligi , argumento declaravit , quod arte non 
poterat ; afellum enhn in littore bibentem piuxit & croco- 
dilum infidiantem ei. Plin. ibid. So N. Poussin thowed, 
that his feene lay in Aegypt 
Plutarch in Pericle. 

ios Ctesilaus. — OJympium Periclem dignum cogno- 
mine. Mirumque in hac arte eft , quod nobiles viros uobi- 
liores fecit. Pun. lib. xxxiy. § 1 9. 
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thou wilt (till perceive a fhocking likenefs ; and 
the painter feems as happily to have copied the 
abufive description of the comic poet Cra- 
tin us ' 107 , as Phidias did thofe fublime' 
verfes 108 of Homer in the defign of his Jupiter. 
Such is the licence of the pencil at Athens. 
But it goes higher, and burlefques even their 
gods in the ltory of the birth of Bacchus , 
where Jupiter appears in the drefs and pof- 
ture of a woman in labor , with the goddelfes, 
like goffips , handing round him. . The en- 
lightened adorers of Mithras, potent fatrap, 
may fafely join in the laugh at fuch monftrous 
representations. To exprefs the deity, under 
any form , we know to be abfurd and impious ; 
but at the fame time we mult allow, that to 
this fuperltition of the Greeks the arts of defign 
owe their perfection and their very being. The 
rude image of Some god was the firh effort of 
Sculpture , and the moft curious paintings adorn 
the walls of the temples. 

The encomiums of the poets have made 
Myron’s 109 cow fo famous, that I was deter- 
mined to procure it for thee. It is indeed a 
capital piece. The brafs, thou wilt fee, is 
of a different kind from that employed by 

107 The verfes are quoted by Plutarch in Pericle. 

108 Petulanti pi&ura innotuit, Jovf. Liberum parturiente 
depido mitrato, & muliebriter ingemifcente inter obltetricia 
dearum. Plin. lib. xxxv. § 40. 

109 Myronem — bucula maxime nobilitavit, celebratiat 
verfibus laudata. Pun. lib. xxxiv. 5 19. 
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Polycletus I *°; it comes from the forges of 
jEgina. Thefe two rivals vie even in the 
choice of their materials. 

The lion furroimded by • Cupids , by the 
fame hand , ftrikes me much more. Wouldft 
thou think it poffible for that noblenefs of 
character, which diftinguilhes the gods and 
heroes of Phidias 111 , to be difplayed in the 
brute creation ? Myron's lion will convince 
thee of it. The boys are defigned with fuch 
foftnefs 112 , ahd placed fo advantageoufly , 
( fome tying garlahds* round his neck , fome 
playing with his paws, or climbing up his 
tides,) that no group, however fuperior on ac- 
count of its fubjed , has been more admired. 

The genius of Athens is the work of Par- 
rhasius 1I3 . By the expreffion he has given to 
his figure, and the attributes with which he 
accompanies it , he moft ingenioufly lhovvs us 
the temper and ftate of this people. There is 
an air of grandeur mixed with levity , and a 

- i 

110 Aeginetico aere, Myron ufus eft, Deliaco Polycletus, 
sequales atque condifcipuli : aemulatio iis & in materia fuit. 
Plin. lib. xxxiv. §'5. 

111 Like the famous lion of Rubens. 

112 Leaena, aligerique ludentes cum ek Cupidities ; quo- 
rum alii religalam tenerent , alii e cornu cogerent bibere , 
alii calcearent foccis. Plin. lib. xxxvi. § 4- The boys like 
Fiamingo’s. 

113 PinxitPARRHASius Atjfjwv Athenienfium , argumento 
quoque ingeniofo ; volebat namque varium , iracundum* 
injuftum , inconftantem , euiulem exorabilem, clementem» 

,mifericordem, excelfum, gloriofum, hurnilem , ferocem* 
fugacemque & omnia pariter oftendere. Plin. . lib. xxxv* 
§36. 
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fiercenefs tempered by generofity. The owl 
reprefents political prudence , the caduceus 
eloquence , and the trident the dominion of 
the fea. In general , I mult confefs , thefe 
allegorical fubje&s feldom pleafe me. It is 
difficult to find fymbols that exactly represent 
the idea they are intended for ; and , if they 
are not fuch as are authorized by common ufe, 
they perplex and tire the fpe&ator, inftead of 
entertaining and informing him. 

I will not interrupt the pleafure, which I 
flatter myfelf thou wilt receive from this ac- 
count , with bufinefs of ftate. My public dif- 
patches I have addrefled to the chief feribe. I 
would fpeak to thee on this occafion , not as 
the loweft Have of Artaxerxes to the great 
fupportofhis throne, but as a paffionate lover 
of the arts to the generous protetftor of them. 

W. 


End of the fourth Year of the P eloponnefian 

War. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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